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T HE 


PREFACE 


E have had the Hiſtory of Alop ſo many times over and over, 
V and dreſt-up ſo many ſeveral Ways ; that it would be-but La- 


bour Loſt to Multiply Unprofitable Conjeltures upon a Tradi- 
tion of ſo Great Uncertainty. Writers are divided about him, almoſt to all 
manner of purpoſes : And particularly concerning the Authority, even of the 
greater, part of Thoſe Compoſitions that paſs the World in his Name: For, the 
Story is com? down to us ſo Dark and Doubtful, that it is Impoſſible to Di- 
ftimuiſh the Original from the Copy : And to ſay, which of the Fables are 
Alops, and which not ; which are Genuine, and which Spurious : Beſide, that 
there are divers Tnconſiſtencies upon the Point of Chronology, in the Account 
of kis Life, (as Maximus Planudes, and Others have Deliver d it) mbich the 
whole Earth can never Reconcile. Vavalor the Jeluite, in a Traf of his, de 
Ludicra Dictione, takes Notice of ſomte fourfor five Groſs Miſtakes of This 
Kind. [Planudes (ſays he) brings Aſop to Baſylon, in the Reign of Lycerus ; 
where there never was ſuch a Prince heard of, from Nabonaſſar (the firſt 
King of Babylon) to Alexander the Great, He tells alſo of his going into 
Agypt in the Days of King. NeXenabo; which Nefenabo came not into the 
World ill well nigh Two Hundred Years aſter him. - And {o he makes 
him Greer his Miſtreſs upon his firſt Entrance into his Maſter's Houſe, 
with a Bitter Sentence againſt Women our of Euripides ; (as he pretends) 
when yer op had been Dead, a marter of-Fourſcore Years, before 
Tother was Born. And once again, He brings um in, Talking of the 
Pyrzan Port, in his Fable of rhe Ape and. the Dolphin: A Porr, that the 
very Name on't was never thought of, till abour the Seventy Sixt Olym- 
piad : And Atop was Murder'd, in the Four and Fifti'th.} This i enourh in 
All Conſcience, to Excuſs any Man from laying over-much Streſs upon the 
Hiſtorical Credit of a Relation, that comes ſo Blindly,” and fo V arioufly Tranſ- 
mitted to us: Over and above, that it 1s not! one jat to our. Bus neſs (further 
then to Gratify an Idle Curiofity) whether the Fact be Trae or Falſe; whether 
the Man was Streight, or Crooked; aud 'is Name, Alop, or (as ſome will 
have it) Lochman : In 4! which. Caſes, the Reader is left at Liberty to Be* 
lieve hs Pleaſare. Ie are not here, upon the -Name, the Perlon, or the Ad» 
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ventures of 7his Great Man ; But upon the Subjedl of his Apologues and 
Morals ; And not of His alone, but of ſeveral other Eminent Men that have 

Written after his Copy ; and abundantly Contributed in thoſe Labours, to the 

De-lizht, Benefit, an4 Inſtruction of T hoſe that were to come after them. 

There are, *tis, True, a Certain Set of Moroſe and Untrattable Spirits in 

the World, that look upon Precepts in Emblem, as they do upom Gays and 

Pictures, that are only fit for Women and Children, and make no more 

reck'ning of them, then of the Fooleries of ſo many Old Wives Tales. Theſe 

are a ſort of People that are Reſolv'd to be pleasd with nothing that is not 

Unſociably Soure, Ill Natur'd, and Troublelome ; Men that make it the 

Mark as well as the Prerogative of a Philoſopher, to bþ Magiſterial, aud 

Churliſh; 4s if a Man could not be Wiſe and Honeſt, without being Inhu- 

mane ; or, 1 might have ſaid, without putting an Affront «pon Chriſtian Cha- 

rity, Civil Society, Decency and Good Manners: But they are not aware 

All this while, that the Foundations of Knowledge and Vertue are /aid in 

vr Childhood ; when Nothing goes Kindly down with us, that is not Seaſon'd 

and Adapted to the Palate and Capacity of thoſe Tender Tears. 'Tis in the 

very Nature of us, firſt, to be Inquiſitive, and Fankering after New an4 

New Sights and Stories : And 2dly, No leſs Sollicitous to Learn and Under- 
ſind the "Truth and Meaning of what we See and Hear : So that betwixt 
the Indulging and Cultivating of This Diſpoſition, or Inclination, on the One 

hand, and the Applying of a Profgable Moral to the Figure, or the Fable, on 

the Other, here's the Sum of All that can be done upon the Point of a Time- 

iy Diſcipline a»d Inſtitution, toward the Forming of an Honourable, and a 

Vertuous Life. Moſt Certain it is, that without This Early Care and Atten- 

tion, upon the Main, we are as good as Loſt in our very Cradles ; for the Prin- 

ciples thatowe Imbibe in our Touth, we carry commonly to our Graves ; and it is 

th: Education, in ſhort, that makes the Man. To ſpeak All, in a FewWords, 

Children are 4ut Blank Paper, ready Indifferently for any Impreſſion, Good or 

Bad, for they take All upon Credit; and it is much in the Power of the fr/t 

Comer, to Write Saint, or Devil upon't, which of the Two Fe pleaſes. 
therefore let the Method of Communication be never ſo Natural and Agree 

able, the Better, the Worſe ſtill, if the Matter be not Suited to the Pru- 

dence, the Piety, and the Tenderneſs that is Requifite in the Exerciſe of 
ſuch a Funlion. Now This is a Nicety that Depends, in a Great Meaſare, 
upon the Care, Providence, Sobriety, Conduct and Good Example of Pa- 
rents, Guardians, Tutors, &c. Nay it Deſcends to the very Choice of ſuch 
Nurles, Servants, and Familiar Companions, as will apply themſelves Dili- 
gently to the Diſcharge of This Office. 

As it is beyond All Diſpute, I ſuppoſe, that the Delight and Genius of 

Children, lies much toward the Hearing, Learning, and Telling of Little 
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Stories ; So this Conſideration holds forth to us a kind of Natural Direction 
to begin our Approches upon that (Quarter, toward the [Initiating of them into 
Some ſort of Senſe, and Underſtanding of their Duty. And This may mol 
properly be done in a way of Hiſtory and Motal ; and in ſuch a manner, that 
the Truth and Reaſon of Things, may be Artificially and Effectually Infmnuated, 
under the Cover, either of a Real Fatt, or of a Suppoſed One: But then 
Theſe very Leſſons Themſelves may be Gilt and Sweeten'd, as we Order Pills 
and Potions ; ſo as to take off the Diſgnſt of the Remedy ; for it holds, Both 
in Vertue, and in Health, , that we love to be Inftrufted, as well as Pliſick?d, 
with Pleaſure. This is an Article that would both Bear and Require a Velume : 
But without Dwellmg any I-nger upon it, I ſhall content my ſelf with ſome 
ſhort General Touches, and ſo Proceed. 

It may be laid down in the Firſt Place, for an Univerſal Rule, never to 
ſuffer Children to Learn any thing, (now Secing, and Hearing, with Them, is 
Learning) but what they may be the Better for All their Lives after. And it 
is not ſufficient neither, to keep Men clear of day Thought, Word or Deed, 
that's Foul, Scandalous, and Diſhonelt ; but there are Twenty Inſt 
pid Twittle-Twartles, FrothyJeſts, and Jing/ing Witticilms, that look, as if 
they had no Hurt in them; and yet the Wonting of us to the Uſe and Liking 
of Theſe Levities, Leads, and Inures us to a Miſ-underſtanding of Things, 
that's no leſs Dangerous then a Corruption of Manners. Beſide, that there's 
no need of Entertaining them with Theſe Fopperies, having ſo much Choice of 
Uſeful Matter at hand, and as Good Cheap. Briefly, in the Caſe of This Me- 
thod of Inſtrattion and Inſtitution, let but the Fancy or the Fizure be Clear 
and Pertinent, and the Dottrine in the Diretion of it can never fail of be- 
Ing ſo too. But without This Guard and Caution upon the Condut of the 
Aﬀeair, This Humour of Mythology may turn to a Poyſon inſtead of a 
Nouriſhment : And under the Pretext of a Lefure of Good Government, 
Degenerate into an Encouragement to Vanity and Debauch. For while 
the Memory is Firm, and the Fudzment Weak, it is the DireQor's Part to 
Judge for the Pupil, as it is the Diſciples, to Remember for Himſelf; 
And we are alſo to take This along with us, that when a Child has once Con- 
trated an Ill Train or 11abit, it will Coſt as much time to Blot out what he is 
to Forget, as to Poſſeſs him of what he is to Retain in his Memory. 

Let it not be Underſtood now, as if the Thing it ſelf were Childiſh, be- 
cauſe of the Application of it ; or as if Boys and Men were not Indifferently 
of the ſame Make, and Accountable more or leſs for the ſame Faculties and 
Duties. So that the Force and Dignity of This way of Operation, holds good 
in all Caſes alike; For there's Nothing makes a Deeper Impreſhon upon the 
Minds of Men, or comes more Lively to their Underſtanding, then Thoſe In- 
Rtruttrve Notices that are Convey'd to them by Glances, Inſinuations, and Sur« 
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prize; and under the Cover of ſom? Allegory or Riddlc. But, What can 
be ſaid more to the Tomour of This Symbolical IWay of Moralizing upm 
Tales and Fables, then that the Wiſdom of the Ancients has been till W rapt 
up in Veils and Figures; and their Precepts, Counce!s, aad Jalatary Moni- 
tions for the Ordering of our Lives and Manners, Handzd down to us from 
all Antiquity under Innuendo's and Alluſicns 2 Ter what are the Agyprian 
Hierogliphicks, and the whole 7iſtory of the Pagan Gols ; The Fin!s, and 
Fitions of the Wiſe Men of Old, but ir Fe, a kind of Philoſophical My- 
thology : Which s, ia trath, no other, thez a mor? Axreeable I ebicle found 
out for Conv2ying to us the Truth and Reaſon of Thinzs, through the Me- 
dium of Images and Shadows. But what n22ds any thinz more be ſaid for 
the Reputation and Authority of This Praftice and Invention, conſidering the 
Frequent and the FEdifying Uſe of Apologues ia Holy Writ: And that our 
Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf, has not only Recommended, but Incalcated, This 
way of Teaching by Parables, Leth in his Doftrine and Example, as the 
Means that Divine Providence made uſe of for the Gaining of Idolaters and 
Tufidels over to the Chriſtian Faith? What was it that brounht, evex David 
himſelf to a Sight and Deteſtation of h'; Sin in the Matter of Uriah, aud to 
a Senſe of his Duty, but the Prophet Nathan's telling him a Story at a Di- 
ſtance (and by God's Own Direftion too) of a Rich Man that had a World of 
Sheep himſelf, and yer forc'd away a Poor Man's Only Lamb from him, 
that he Loy'd as his Own Soul ? ow did David take Fire at This Iniquity 
in Another Man, till upon ſecond Thoughts his Conſcience brought it home to 
his Own Caſe, and forced him to paſs Judgment upon Himſelf > Now This is 
But according to the Natural Biaſs of Humane Frailty, for every Man to be 
Partial to his ' own Blind-ſide, and to Exclaim againſt the very Counterpart 
of his Own Daily Prattice. As what's more Ordinary, for Example, then 
for the moſt Arbitrary of Tyrants, to ſet up for the Advocates and Patrons 
of Common Liberty ; or for the moſt Proflizate of Scoffers and Atheiſts, 
to Value themſelves upon a Zeal for, the Power, and Purity of the Goſpel 2 
In two Words, What's more Familiar then to ſee Men Fighting the Lord's 
Battels (as they call it) againſt Blaſphemy and Prophanene(s, with One 
hand ; and at the ſame time offering Violence to his Holy Altars, Church 
and Miniſters with the Orher : Now Theſe People are not to be dealt withal, 
but by a Train of Myſtery and Circumlocation; a Downright Admonition 
looks. liker the Reproach of an Enemy, then the Advice of a Friend ; or at 
the Beſt, it is but the Good Office of a Man that has an 17 Opinion of us : 
And we do not Naturally Love to be Told of our Faults, &y the Witneſſes 
of our Failings. Some People are too Proud, too Surly, too Impudent, roo 
Incorrigible, either to Bear, or f0 Mend «pon the Liberty of Plain Dealing. 
Others are too Big tgain, t00 Powerful, too VindiQtive, and Dangerous, 
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for either Reproof, or Councel, i Dire&t Terms. They Hate any Man 
that's but Conſcious of their Wickedneſs, and their Miſery is like the Stone 
in the Bladder; There are Many Thinzs Good for't, But there's No C Oming 
at it ; and neither the Pulpit, the Stage, nor the Preſs, Dares fo much 4s 
Touch upont. How mach are we Oblig'd then, to Thrſe Wiſe, Good Men, that 
have furniſh'd the World with ſo ſare, and ſo Pleaſant an Expedient, for the 
Removing of All Theſe Difficulties| And to Alop, in th: Firſt Place, as the 
Founder, a»d Original Author, or Inventer of This Art of Schooling Man: 
kind into Better Manners ; by Minding Men of their Errors without Twitting 
them for what's Amiſs, and by That Means Flaſhing the Light of their Own 
Conſciences in their Own Faces ! We are brought Naturally enough, by the Judz- 
ment we paſs upon the Vices and Follies of our Neighbour, to the Sight and 
Senſe of our Own; and Eſpecially, when we are led to the Knowledge of the 
Truth of Matters by Significant Types, and Proper Reſemblances 3 for we 
are much more Afﬀetted with the Images of things, then with the Truc Rex 
ſon of them. Men that are Shot-frce again All the Attacques of Honour, 
Conſcience, Shame, Good Faich, Humanity, «+ Common Juſtice, have 
yet ſome Weak ſide or other, like Achilles's Feel, that was never dipt ; 
and This Contrivance of Application, by Hints, and\Glances, is the Only 
way under the Heavens to Hit it. [Who ſhall fay to a King, What Doſt 
thou ?] comes up to the very Streſs of This Topique. There's no» Meddlivg, 
with Princes, either by Text, or Argument. Morality is nt the Province of 
a Cabiner-Councel : And Ghoſtly Fathers Signify no more then Spiritual 
Bug-bears, in the Caſe of an Unaccountable Priviledge. Tell the Houſe of 
Iſrael of their Sins, and the Houſe of Facob of their Tranſgreſſions : 
was a Guide, Undoubtedly, like an Old Almanack, for the Tean'twis Writ in ; 
hut Change of Times and Humours, ca//s for New Mcafſures and Manners 5 
and what cannot be done by th? Dint of Authority, or Perſwaſion, in the 
Chappel, or in the Cloſer, muſt be brought about by the Side-Wind of a 
Lefure from the Fields, and the Foreſts. As the Fable of the Raging Lyon 
Preaches Caution, and Moderation, to the  Extravagances of Cruel, and 
Ambitious Rulers, by ſhewing them that Tyranny js the Scourge of Hu- 
mane Nature, in Oppoſition to A// the Bleſſings of a Well Ocder'd Govern- 
ment ; and that they do but Plague other People, to their Own Infamy, 
and Ruine. The Old Lyon in Diſgrace, Reads a Leſſon to us of the Im- 
providence, and the Deſperate Conſequences of a Riotous, and a Careleſs 
Youth. The Fox in the Well, holds forth to us upon the Chapter of a 
Lare Repentance. The Frogs Peritioning for a King, +ids People have a 
care of Struggling with Heaven for they know not what. 7? s Certainly 
True, that the moſt Innocent Illuſtrations of This Quality may lie open to a 
7 heaſand Abuſes and Miſtakes, b ya Diſtorted Miſ-application of them to Po« 
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litical, or Perſonal Meanings; but Thoſe Capricious Fault-Finders, may as 


nel pick a Quarr:l with the Decalogue it ſelf, upon the ſame Preteme ; if 


they ſhall come once to Apply to This or That Particutar Wicked Man, the 
Gencral Rnlces that are Deliver d for the Government of Mankind, under 
ſu b and ſuch Prohibitions; as if the Commandments that Require Obedicnce, 
and Forbid Murder, Uncleanneſs, Theft, Calumny, and the like, were to 
be Struck out cf the Office, and Indicted, for a Libellous Innucado «pon 
Al! the Great Men that may come to be Conrerad in the Pains and Forfeitares 
therein Contain'd, In fine, *tis the Conſcience of the Guilty, i» A/ 7 heſe 
Caſes, that makes the Satyr. Here is enzgh ſaid, as to the Dignity, and 
Uſefulneſs of This way of Informing the Underſtanding what we Ought 
to do, and of Diſpoſing the Will to Att in a Conformity to That 
Perception of Thinzs ; having ſo Clear an Fvidence of Divine Authority, as 
well as the PraCtice of the Beſt of Men, and of Times, together with the 
Current of Common Conſent, Agreeing all in favour of it. 1 ſhall now 
Wind up what I have to ſay, as to the Fables Themiſelves, the Choice, the 
Intent, and ihe Order of them, in a very Few Words. 

When [ firſt put Pen to Paper upoz This Deſign, I hal in my Eye only the 
Common School-Book, as it ftands in the Cambridge and Oxford Editions 
of it, under the Title of | F{opi Phrygis Fabulzx ; unz cum Nonnuilis 
Variorum Autorum Fabulis AdjeQtis :] Propornding to my ſelf, at that 
T; ime, to follow the very Courſe and Series of that Collection; and in One 
Word, to Try what might be done, by makins the Beſt of the Whole, and 4- 
adapting Proper and Uſeful Doctrines to the ſeveral parts of it, toward the 
turning of a Excellent Latin Manual of Morals and Good Councels, into a 
Tolerable Engtiſh One. But apon Tumbling Matters and Thoughts together, 
and layinz One thing by Amther ; the very State and Condition of the Caſe before 
me, together with the Nature and the Reaſon of the Thinz, gave me to Un- 
derſtand, that This way of Proceeding would never Anſwer my End. Inſo- 
much, that upon this Conhderation, I Conſalted other Verſions of the ſame 
Fables, and made my Beſt of the Choice. Some that were Twice or Thrice 
over, and only the ſelf-ſame Ti hing in other Vi ords ; Theſe I ſtruck out, and 
mide One Specimen ſerve for the reſt. To ſay Nothinz of here and there 
a Trivial, or a Looſe Conceit in the Medley, more than This; that ſach as 
they are, I was ander ſome ſort of Obligation to take them in for Company ; 
and in ſhort, Good, Bad and Indifferent, One with Another, to the Number 
inthe Total, of 383. Fables. To theſe, I have likewiſe ſubjoyn'd a Con(t- 
erable Addition of other Select Apologues, out of the miſt Celebrated Au- 
thors that are Fxtant upon that Subject, toward the Finiſhing of the Work: 
15 Phxdrus, Camerarins, Avienus, Neveletus, Apththonius, Gabrias, 


4” Babrias, Baudoin, La Fontaine, AMſope cn Belle Humcur, Audin,&c. 
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Another Man in my Plice now, would perhaps take it for a Notable Stroke 
of Art, and Good Breeding, to Complement the Reader with Twenty Faoleries 
of Apology, axd Excule, for ſuch an Undertaking: As if the Honeſteſt| 
and the moſt Neceſſary Part of a Man's Life, and Bus neſs, were a thinz ta 
be Aſham'd of. Now AU that 7 bave to fay upon this Common Place, z#s in 
Three Words, that I meant well in what 7 have done; and let the Perform- 
ance be what it will, I Comfort my ſelf yet in the Conſcience of a Good Inte 
tion, I fhall uot Charge any of My Failings upon the Impartunity of my Friends, 
though I have not Wanted Earneſt and Powerful Inflances and Encourazements 
to proceed upon This Wark; over and abave the Impulſe of a Natural Curic- 
fity and Inclination that led me to't. But theſe were Temptations that I could 
Eaſily have Refiſted, or put by, in favour of a Carcaſs that's in a manner, paſt 
Labour ; if it had not bezn for Another Motive, that I ſhall now tell the 
Reader in Confidence, and ſo Conclude. 

This Rhaplody of Fables is a Bok Univerſally Read, and Taught in All 
our Schools ; but almoſt at ſuch a rate as we Teach Pyes and Parrots, that 
Pronounce the IVords without ſo much as Gueſſinz at the Meaning of them : Or 
to take it Another way, the Boys Break their Teeth upon the Shells, without 

Uer Comm gz near the Kernel. T hey Learn the Fables by Leſſons, and the 
Moral is the leaſt part of our Care in a Childs I:/titution: ſo that take Both 
together, and the One is ſtark Noaſenſe, without the Appiication of the Other ; 
befide that the Doflrine it ſelf, as we have it, even at the Beſt, falls Inf 
mtely ſhort of the Vigour aud $ pirit of the Fable. To ſupply This Defect now, 
we have had ſeveral Engliſh Paraphraſes and Eſſays «pon Alop, and Divers 
of his Followers, both in Proſe and Verle : the Latter have perchance Ventur d 
a litte too far from the Preciſe Scope of the Author, upon the Priviledge of a 
Poetical Licenſe : And for the Other of Ancient Date, the Morals are ſolnſipid 
and Flat,and the Style and Diction of the Fables, /o Courlc and Uncouth, that 
they are rather Dangerous, than Profitable, as to the purpoſe they were Princi- 
pally Intended for; and likely to do Forty times more Miſchief by the One 
then Good by the Other. An Emblem without a Key tot, is no more then a 
Tale of a Tub; ard that Tale fillily told too, is but One Folly Grafted upon 
Another. Children are to be Taught, in the firſt Plice, what they Oughe 7, 
de. 2dly, The Manner of Doing it : And in the third Place, they are to 
be Inurd, by the Force of In\truction and Good Example, to the Love 
and Practice of Doing their Duty ; whereas ox the Contrary, One Step out of 
the way in the Inſtitution, is enough to Poyſon the Peace, and the Reputation of 
a whole Life. Whether I have, in this Attempt, Contributed or not, to the 
Fm CETIIIP: of theſe Fables, either im the Wording, or in the Meaning of 
them, 
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them, the Book muſt Stand or Fall to it ſelf : But this I ſhall Adventure to 
Pronounce upon the whole Matter, that the Text is Engliſh, and the Morals, 
in ſome ſort, Accommodate to the Allegory ; which could hardly be ſaid of All 
the Tranſlations, or Reflexions befere-mention'd, which have ſerv'd, in truth, 
(or at leaſt ſome of them) rather to teach us what w? ſhould Not do, then 
what we ſhould. So that in the Publiſhing of theſe Papers, I have done my 
Beſt to Obviate'a Common Inconvenience, or, to ſpeak Plainly, the Mortal 
Error of pretending to Erett a Building upon a Falſe Foundation : Leaving 
the whole World to take the ſame Freedom with Me, that I have done with 
Others : Provided that they do not Impute the Faults, and the Miſ-Pointings 
of the Preſs, to the Author, and that they Conſult the Errata for other 
Miſtakes. 
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The Reader will Obſerve ſome Liccral Miſtakes alſo, wherein the Senſe b7 
of the Matter will Dire& him : And the Printing of This Book in ſeveral G: 
Houſes hath Occaſion'd ſome Diſorder in the Pages, bur none in the Fables, 
to which the Alphabetical Index refers. | 


SL? > OS 


- , ; —_ " —— /\ ' 
OLNUNLS \ SWIFT, (4 CY/74FT1@O A COIN EPRA 


V 3 p \ 
TS 1 ' F #* 3 «% 
4 "  / 4 S ” , c q 
+ | | | : Es | 
210 4 , — 
; p 


o $ o "ys 
; | "90 4 
' ; \ 


THE 


L 2$+© Bi 


XA. SOP 


+ 7 OO 
Of Aſop's Countrey, Condition, and Perſon, 


$ 0 Þ ( according to Planudes , Camerarius and 
Others) was by birth, of Ammorius a Towne in 
the Greater Phrygia ; ( though ſome will have 
him to be a Thracian, others a Samian) of a mean 
Condition , and in his perſon deformed , to the higheſt de- 
gree: Flar-Nos'd Hunch-Back'd, Blobber-Lipp'd ; a Long Mils- 
{hapen Head ; His Body Crooked all over, Big-Belly'd, Baker- 
Legg'd, and his Complexion fo ſwarthy, that he took his v 
Name from'r ; for A/op is the fame with Athiop. And he was 
not only Unhappy in the moſt ſcandalous Figure of a Man that 
ever was heard of ; but he was in a manner Tongue-Ty'd too, by 
ſuch an Impediment in his ſpeech , that People could very hardly 
underſtand whar he ſaid. "This ImperteCtion is faid, to have been 
the moſt ſenſible part of his Misfortune ; for the Excellency of his 
Mind might otherwiſe have Attoned in ſome Meaſure, for the Un- 
(a) couth 
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couth Appearance of his Perſon ( ar leaſt it That Part of his Hi- 
ſtory may pals for Current.) There goes a Tradition, that he 
had the good hap to Relieve certain Prietts that were Hungry, and 
out of their way, and to ſer them Right again , and thar for that 
good Office , he was, upon their Prayers, brought to the Uſe of 
his Tongue : But Camerarius whom I ſhall Principally follow, 
has no Faith in the Miracle,, And lo he hcgins his Hiſtory with the 
tracing of him to Samos , and from thence Profecutes it cthrougt 
the moſt Remarkable Paſſages of his Lite, co the Laft Barbarous 
Violence upon him at Delphos. As to his Impediment in his ſpeech, 
whether there were any luch thing or Not, or how he came to be 
cur'd of it, the Reader is at Liberty what to Believe and whar 
Not. And fo likewiſe for Twenty Other Paſlages up and down 
this Hiſtory ; Some of them too Triviall, and others too Groſs to 
be taken Notice of , Upon this Argument and Occaſion : Let ir 
ſuffice, that ( according to the Common Tradition ) he had been 
Alreadie Twice Bought and Sold ; and {o we ſhall Date the Story 
of his Adventures ; from his Entrance into the Service of ar leatt 
a Third Maſter. 

Asto the Age he liv'd in, it is Agreed upon among the Anci- 
ents, that it was when Creſus Govern'd Lydia ; as allo thac Xanthus, 
a Samian, was his Maſter. Herodotus will have it to be one Jadmon, 
a Samian too; but (till according to the Current of molt Writers, 


Xanthus was the Man. 


+ Yf WE 8X 


Aſop and his Fellow. ſlaves Upon their Four- 
ny to Epheſus. 


T was /op's Fortune to be ſent to Epheſus, in Company with 
I other Slaves to be ſold. His Maſter had a great many Bur- 
dens to Carry, and Aſopbegg'd of his Companions not to over 
Charge him. They tound on a Weakling , and bad him pleaſe 
himſelf. The Parcel that he Pitch'd upon was a Panyer of Bread ; 
and twice.as heavy as any of the reſt. They called him a thou- 
ſand Fools for his pains, and ſo took up their Luggage , and 
away they Trudg'd together, About Noon, they had x 2h Din- 


ner deliver'd out of Z&/op's Basker, which made his Burden Ligh- 
rer 
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ter by one half in the Afternoon, than it had been in the Morn- 
ng : And after the next Meal he had Nothing lett him to Carry, 
bur an Empry Basker, His Fellow-Slaves began Now to Under- 
ſtand, that Aſop was not fo Arrant a Fool as they took him for; 


and that they Themſelves had not halt the Wir they Thought 
they had. 


+ 34 $5 
The Sale of Xſop to Xanthus, 


P ON the Merchants Arrival at Epheſus, he made a quick 
Riddance of All his Slaves bur Three, That is to lay, a 
Muſician, an Orator, and #ſop. He drels'd up the Two Former 
in Habits anſwerable to their Profeſſion , and Carry'd them to 
Samos , as the Likelyeſt Place for a Chapman. He ſhew'd 
them there in the open Market, with AZſop for a Fool berwixt 
them ; which ſome People rook much offence at. While they 
were attending upon the Place, there came among other Samians, 
one Xantbus an Eminent Philoſopher of chart Ciry, with a Train 
of his Diſciples at his Heels. The Philolopher was mightily pleaſed 
with the Two Youths, and ask'd them one after another about 
their Profeſſion, and what they could do. The one told him he 
could do ary thing, the other that he could do evry thing ; and 
this ſer A&/op a laughing at 'ermm. The Philoſophers Pupils would 
Needs knoy what it was that made #/op ſo merry. Why ſays 
he, if the Queſtion had been put by your Maſter, I ſhould have 
rold him the reaſon of it. 

Xanihus in the mean time was beating the Price of the Twe 
other Slaves, bur the Terms were lo high, that he was juſt upon 
turning about to go his way, Only his Pupils would needs have 
him pur the ſame Queſtions firſt ro the Il] favour'd Fellow, that 
he had done to the other Two; and lo Xanthus, forthe Humour 
lake, Interrogated Zſop what He could do. Nothing at all, ſays 
he. How comes That lays the Philolopher ? My Companions, 
ſays the Ocher, Undertakes every thing, and theres Nothing letr 
for meto do. "This gaverhem to Underſtand, that the Man knew 
well Enough what he lay'd, and what he Laugh'd az Well! 
lays Xaubus, but it Iſhould give Money for you Now, would 
you be Good and Honeſt? Ile be That, ſays op whether you 
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Buy me or No. Ay but cell me again ſays the Philoſopher, Wo'nt 
you run away ? Pray ſays #ſop, did you ever hear of a Bird in 
a Cage that rold his Maſter he Intended to make his Eſcape ? Xan- 
thus was well enough pleaſed with the Turn and Quickneſs of his 
Wir ; bur ſays he, That Unlucky Shape of yours will ſet People 
a Hooting and Gaping at you whereever you go. A Philoſopher 
ſays &ſop ſhould Value a man for his Mind, Not for his Body. 
This preſence of Thought gave Xanthus a High Opinion of the 
Wiſdom of the Man; and ſo he bad the Merchant ſet him his 
Loweſt Price of That Miſerable Creature. Why ſays he, you 
had as good Cheapen a Dunghill ; but if you'l bid me likea Chap- 
man for either of the Other 'I'wo, you {hall have this Phancome 
into the Bargaine. Very good ſays the Philolopher ; and without any 
more ado what's your ſelling Price ? The Merchant ſpeaks the 


Word, The Philofopher pays the Money , and takes #/op away 
with him, | 
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Gin IV. 
Xanthus Preſents Xſop to his Wife. 


ANTHUS had no ſooner made his Purchaſe, and car- 

4 ry'd his Jewel home with him , but, having a kind of a 
Nice Froward Piece to his Wife, the Great Diffticulry was how to 
put her in humour for the Entertainment of this Monſter, with- 
out throwing the Houſe out at the Window. My Dear, ſays he, 
You have been often complaining of Careleſs Servants; And I 
have bought you one Now that I am Confident will fic your 
Turn. Heſhall Go and Come and Waite and do Every ching as 
ou would have him ; Oh, your Servant Sweet heart ſays the, 
bor what did he Coſt you > Why _ very Reaſonable ; but at 
eſent He's a Little Tann'd and out of caſe you muſt know, with 
Fs Journy, ſays the Husband, and ſo he Order'd him to be Call'd 
in. The Cunning Gipſy ſmoak'd the Matter preſently. Some 
Monſter fays ſhe, Ile be ed elle. Wite, Wife, ſays Xanthus 
If you are a good Woman Thar that Pleaſes Me Mult Pleaſe You 
too. While Theſe Words were berween his Lips, up comes A#/op 
rowards thein , ſhe gave him a Fierce Lvok, and Immediately 
diſcharg'd her Choler upon her Husband. Is this a Man, or a Beaſt ? 


fays ſhe, and what Clearer Proofc in the World Could You have 
given 
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iven me Now, of an Inſufferable Hatred and Contempt 2 A#/op 
Gd not one Word all This While ; "till Xanthus Rowzd him 
wich a Reproof. Oh Villain! ſays he; to have a Tongue and 
Wir ar Will upon All other Occaſions, and not one Diverting Syl- 
jable Now art a Pinch, to Pacify your Miſtreſs! A/op, after a ſhort 
Pauſe upon't, Bolted out an old Greek Saying , which is in Engliſh 
to this Effet, From Lying at the Mercy of Fire, Water, and a Wicked 
Woman, Good Loyd Deliver us. It the Wife was heartily angry be- 
fore, This Scomm made her Stark Mad, and the Reproche was 
fo Cutting too, that Xanthus himſelf did not well know how to 
take it. Bur A/op, brought himſelf off again from the Malice of 
any ill Intention , by a Paſſage out of Euripides to this Purpoſe. 
The Raging of a Tempe/tuous Sea ; The Fury of a Devouring Fire , gud 
the Pinching Want of Neceſſaries for Life ; are Three Dreadful Things, 
and a Body might reckon up a Thoufand more ; but all this is 
Nothing to the 1errible Violences of an Impetuous Woman , and there- 
fore ſays he, Make your felfe as Glorious on the other fide, in the 
Rank of Good Women. Yavaſor the Jeſuite, in his De Ludicra Ditti- 
one, takes Notice of a Blunder here in the Chronology of the Story. 
For A/op was Murdet'd at leaſt Fourlcore Yeares before Euripides 
was Born. But to follow the Thrid of the Relation ; Upon this 
Oblique Admonition , the Woman came to her felt again, And 
took A/op into her good Graces , who render'd his Maſter and 
Miſtrets All the Offices of a Faithful Servanc. 
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Aſop's Anſwer to 4 Gard ner. 


OME Two or Three Dayes after the Encounter above 
merioned , Xanthus rook Z/op a long with him to a Gar- 

den to buy fome Herbs, and the Gardner ſceing him in the Habit 
of a Philoſopher, told him the Admiration he was in, to find how 
much faſter Thoſe Plants ſhot up that Grow of their own Accord, 
then Thoſe chat he fer Himſelf , though he rook never ſo much 
Care about them. Now you that are a Philoſopher, Pray will 
ou tell me the meaning of This > Xanthus had no better anſwer 
at hand, then to tell him, That Providence would have it fo: 
Whereupon Z/op brake out into a Loud Laughter. Why how 
now Ye ſlave You, ſays Xanthus, what do you Laugh at.? A/op 


rook 
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took him alide and told lim, S I Laugh at your M:ſter, that 
Taught You no berrer : for what f{1gnifies a Crn'ral Anſiver to a 
Particular Queltion 2 And "tis no News Neither that Providence 
orders All Things : Burt if you] turn him over to me, You {hall 
lee I'le give him another fort of Relolve. Xanthus told the Gardner, 
that it was below a Pluloſopher tO Puly his head abour ſuch 
Trifies ; bur lays he , If you have a Curioſity to be better In- 
formd, you ſhould do well to ask my Slave here, and ſee whac 
hele ſay to you. . Upon This, che Gard ner put the Queſtion to 
op, Who gave him this Anlwer. The Earth is in the Nature 
of a Mother to what She brings forth of her Selt out of her own 
Bowels ; Whereas She is only a kind of a Step-Dame, in The Pro- 
duction of Plants that are Cultivated and Aflifted by "The Help 
and Induſtry of Another : fo that it's Natural tor hex, co Withdraw 
her Nouriſhment from the One, towards The Relicfe of the 
Other. The Gardner, upon this, was lo well fatizhed, That he 
would rake no Mony for his Herbs, and delired Xjop to make 
Ulſe of his Garden for the furure, as if it were his own. 

There are ſeveral Stories in Planudes , that I thall pals over in 
this Place ( ſays Camerarius) as not worth the while : Particularly 
The Fables of the Lentills, the Bath , the Sows Feet , and ſeveral 
Lictle Tales and Jeſts that I take to be neither well Layd, nor well 
pur together ; Neither 1s it any marter, in Relations of this Na- 
ture, Whether they be True or Falle, bur if they be Proper and 
Ingenious ; and ſo contrivd, that the Reader or the Hearer may 
be the better for them, Thar's as much as is required : Wherefore 
I ſhall now Commit to Writing T'wo Fables or Stories, One abour 
che bringing his Miſtreſs home again', when ſhe had left her 
Husband ; Which is drawn from the Modell of a Greek Hiſtory 
ſer out by Pauſanias mn his Deſcription of Beotia; The Other, upon 
the Subject of a Treat of Neates Tongues, which was taken from 
Blas , aS WC have it from Plutarch in his Corvivinm Septem k, 
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FKſop's Invention to bring his Miſtreſs back again to her 
Husband, after ſhe had Left him, 


HE Wife of Xanthus was well-born and wealchy, but fo 
Proud and Dominecring withall, as it her Fortune and her 
Extraction had Entituled her to the Breeches. She was Horribly 
Bold, Medling, and Expenſive ; ( as that ſort of Women common- 
ly are) Eafily put off che Hooks, and Monſtrous hard to be 
leaſed again : Perpetually chattering at her Husband, and upon 
All occaſions of controverly, Threatning him to be gone. Ir came 
ro this at Laſt, That Xanthuzs ſtock of Patience being quite ſpear, 
he took up a Reſolution of going another way to Work with her, 
and of trying a Courle of Severity, ſince there was nothing to be 
done with her by Kindneſs. Bur this Experiment , inſtead of 
mending The matter , made it worle ; for upon harder Ulage, 
The Woman grew Deſperate, and went away from him in Ear- 
neſt. She was as Bad tis true as Bad might well be,and yet Xanthus 
had a kind of Hankering lor her ſtill: Beſide that there was marter 
of Intereſt in the Caſe :, and a Peſtilent'Tongue.ſhe had, char the 
Poor Husband Dreaded above all things, Under the Sun : but the 
man was willing however to make the Belt of a Bad Game, and 
ſo his Wits and his Friends were fer at Work, in the faireſt Man- 
ner that Might be, to ger her home again. Bur there was No good 
to be done 1n't it ſeems ; and Xamtbus was fo viſibly out of Hu- 
mour upon't, that A/op in Pure Picy berhoughe himlelf Immedi- 
arely how to Comfort him. Come Maſter ( ſays he) Pluck up 
a good heart; tor I have a Project inmy Noddle that ſhall bring 
at my Miſtreſs to you back again, with as good a Will as ever ſhe 
went from you. What does me A/op, bur away Immediately to 
the Market among the Butchers, Poulterers, Filhmongers, ConfeRti- 
oners, &c. for the Belt of Every thing that was in Seaſon. Nay 
he rakes private People in his way too, and Chopps into the very 
houſe of his Miltrefles Relations,as byMiſtake. This Way of Procee- 
ding let the whole Towne a Gog ro know the Meaning of all this 
Bultle,and op innocently told every body That his Maſters Wile 
was run away from him, and he had Marry'd another : His Friends 
up and down were all [nvited to come and make Merry with him, 
and This was to be the Wedding Feaſt, The News flew like 
Lightnung, and happy were they could carry the Firlt;Tydings of 
IT 
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it to the Run-away-Lady: ( for every body knew /op to be a Ser- 
vant in That Family. ) Ir Gathered in che Rolling, as all Other 
Stories do in the Telling : Eſpecially where Womens "Tongues and 
Paſſions have the — ot them. The Wite, that was in her 
Nature Violent, and Unſteady, order'd her Chariot to be made 
readie Immediately, and away ſhe Poſts back to her Husband : 
falls upon him with Outrages of Looks and Language ; and afcer 
the Eafing of her mind a Little ; No Xanthus , lays ſhe, Do not 
you Flatrer your lelte with the hopes of Enjoying another Woman 
while I am Alive. FXanthus look'd upon this as one of op's 
Maſter pieces ; and for that Bout All was well again berwixt Ma- 
ſter and Miltrels. 
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EM VIL 
An Entertainment of Neates Tongues. 


OME few dayes after the Ratification of This Peace, 
Xanthus Invited ſeveral Philoſophers of his Acquaintance to 
Supper with him; and Charges #/op to make the Beſt Proviſion 
he could think of, for their Entertainment. A/op had a'Wit wag- 
giſh Enough , and This General Commiſſion furniſhed him with 
Matter to work upon. So ſoon as ever the Gueſts were ſet down 
at the Table, Xanthus calls for Supper, and Expected no lels then 
a very Splendid Treat. The Firlt Service was Neates Tongues 
fliced , which the Philoſophers took Occaſion ro Diſcourle 
and Quibble upon in a Grave Formali way, as The Tongue (tor 
the purpoſe ) # the Oracle of Wiſdom, and the like. Xanthus, up- 
on This, calls for a Second Courle, and after That for a Third, 
and (o for a Fourth , which were All Tongues, over and over again 
ſtill, only ſeverall wayes Dreſſed : Some Boyl'd , Others Fry'd, 
and ſome again ſerv'd up in Soupe, which put Xauthus into a Fu- 
rious Paſhon. Thou Villain, lays he, Is this according to my 
order, to have Nothing but Tongues upon Tongues > S* lays A&/op, 
without any heſitation, Since it 15 my [ll fortune to fall under this 
Acculation, I do Appeale to All Thele Learned Perſons, whether 
| have done Well, or Ill, and pay'd that Reſpect ro your Order 
which I ought to do. 
Your order was, That I ſhould make the Beſt Proviſion that 1 


could think of for the Entertainment of Theſe Excellent Perſons, 
and 
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and it the Tongue be the Key that Leads Us into All Knowledge, 
what could be more proper and ſuitable then a Feaſt of Tongues for 
a Philoſophicall Banquet ? 

When Xanthus tound the Sence of the Tabk to be on A/op's 
fide ; Well my Friends ſays he ; Pray will You Eate with me to 
Morrow , And [le try If I can mend your Chear ; and M* Major 
Domo, ſays he to //op, let it be the Care of your Gravity and Wil- 
dome to Provide us a Supper to Morrow, of the very worſt Things 
You can Think of. | 
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Can VIiIL 
A Second Treat of Tonzues. 


ANTHUS's Gueſts met again The Next day accord- 

ing to The Appointment; and Aſop had provided them 
the very ſame Services of Tongues and T ongues over and over, As the 
had the night before. Sirrah ( ſays Xanthus to his Servant ) what's 
the Meaning of This ; Thar Tongues ſhould be the Beſt of Meats 
One Day, and the Worſt the Other > Why S* ſays he, There is not 
any Wickednels under the Sun, That the Tongue has got ® part in. 
As Murders, Treaſons, Violence, Injuſtice, Frauds, and All Man- 
ner of Lewdnels : for Councells muſt be firſt Agitated, The Mat- 
ter in Queſtion Debared, Retolv'd upon, and Communicated by 
Words, before the Malice comes to be executed in Fact. Tongue 
Whether wilt Thou | ( lays the Old Proverb) I' go te Build ( lays 
the Tongue,) and I goe to pull downe, 

This Perulant Liberty of A&/op, Gall d his Maſter to the very 
Soul of him, and one of the Gueſts, ro Help forward his Evil 
Humour ; Cry'd out, This Fellow is enough to mike a Body Mad. 
SF (lays &/op) you have very Little Bulinek to doe of your own 
| perceive, by the Leizure you have to Intermeddle in Other Peo- 
ples Matters; You would find ſome other Employment elſe, then 
to lrricate a Maſter againſt his Servant. * no 
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* Xſop brings bu Maſter a (Gueſt That had no 
ſort of Curioſity m him. 


; 
F i ANTHUS laid hold of the Preſent Occaſion, and was 
” willing _— to be furniſhed with a Staffe to beat a 
| Dog. Well Sirrah, ſays he, ſince this Learned Gentleman is too 
F Curious; go you your way's and find me out a Man that has no 
Curioſity at All, Or Ile Lace your Coate for ye. A/op, the next 
| day, Walked the whole Towne over on This Errand ; and art 
Laſt, found out a Slovenly Lazy Fellow, [L olling at his Eaſe,as if he 
had Nothing to do, or to take care for; and fo up to him he 
4 went ina Familiar Way, and Invited him to his Maſters to Sup- 
| . The Clown made no Ceremony of promiſing, but tell 
Preſently to asking what kind of Man his Maſter was? Ani! iwhar, 
ſays he, are we going juſt now ? ( for this Poor Devill look d up- 
on a Meales Meat Gratis, as a Bleſſing Dropt into his Mouth out 
of the Skies ) Come ( lays &ſop) we are going this very Mo- 
ment; and Wonderfully Glad he was to find by the Booby's Diſ: 
courſe , That he had met with a Man fo fic for his Purpoſe. 
Away they went together, and fo ſtrait into the Parlour, where 
the Blockhead Throws Himlſelfte downe Dirty and Beaſtly as he 
was, Upon a Rich Couch. After a very little While , in comes 
Xanthus to Supper , and asks A&ſop who That Man was? Why 
This is the Man, ſays op, that you ſent me tor ; that is to lay a 
Man that has no Curioſity in him at All. Oh that's very well, ſays 
Xanthus, and then told his Wife in her care, Thar it ſhe nas 
bur be a Loving and Obedient Wite ro him, and do as he bad her, 
he would now fave her Longing, for, ſays he, I have been a Great 
while Secking for an Occaſion to pick a Quarrell with Aſop, and 
| have found it at laſt, After this Whiſper, Xanthus takes a Turn 
in the Parlour, and calls aloud to his Wite. Heark ye Sweet 
Heart, ſays he, go ferch' {ome Water, and Waſh the Feer of my 


uh Guelt here. Away ſhe goes, brings a Baſon to the fide of the 
-* Couch, where the Clown was lay'd at his Length , and bad him 
I pur forth his Feer for her to Waſh chem. Xanthus Lictle thought he 
bl would have done ict. Bur the Clowa , afrer a Little Stumble 
= i within himſelf, that 'twas fitter for the Maid to dot, then the 
Þ Miltrels; Well ſays he, It ic be the Cuſtome of che Family, 'ris 
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not for me to be againſt ir : and ſo he ſtretch'd forth his Feet to 
the Waſhmg. | 

So 1oon as ever the Company had taken off the Edge of their 
Stomachs ; Xanthbus calls for a Bumper,and puts it into the hands of 
the Clown, making No doubt bur he would have Allowed his 
Hoſt the Honor of being his Taſter. "The Fellow, without any 
Scruple, Whips up the Drink, and gives Xanthus the Potr again 
Empty , who was now the Second Time Dilappointed upon the 
Macter of Curioſity, or No Curioſity At All. He had a Mind (till to 
be upon Poor Xſop's bones , and made another 'Tryal of the Hu- 
mour of his Gueſt. There was a particular Diſh that the Clown 
fed very Heartily upon : Xanthus fell into a Rage againſt the 
Cook tor the Ill-Drefling of it, and Threatned to have him 
brought and Laſh'd in the very Parlour. The Bumpkin took no 
Notice of ir at All, but without Speaking one Word on the Cooks 
Behalf ; It was Nothing to him he thought, what ocher People 
did with their Servants. 

They were come Now. to their Cakes and Pyes, and the Clown 
Gurtled Upon them without mercy. Xanthus Refolves then upon 
Another Tryal ; Calls for his Paſtry-Cook and tells him, Sirrah, 
ſays he, you ſpoile every thing that goes through your hands. 
There's neither Spice , nor any other Seaſoning here. - The 
Cook told him , That it they were cither Over or Under- 
Bak'd, it was his Faulc ; But for the Spice and Seaſoning, 
ic was his Miſtreſſes , for it was All put in that' ſhe De- 
liverd. Nay Wite , ſays Xanthus, if it ſticks there, By All 
that's Sacred , J'le Treat you no better then if you were a Slave 
bought with my Mony. Wherefore Strip Immediately and Pre- 
pare for a Dog-Whip. FXanthus thought with himſelf; that If 
any thing in the World could move this Barbarous Brute , he 
would have put-in a Word at Leaſt to ſave a Woman of Honour 
from ſo Scandalous an Indignity , But ſays this Loggerhead to 
himſelf ; There's an old ſaying; What have Wee to do to Quench other 
Peoples Fires And Ile c'en keep my lelfe Clear of Other Peoples 
Matters ; Only he took Xanthus by the Hand indeed, and told 
him if he would bur Stay a Little , he'd go ferch his own Wife too, 
and ſo they might take the Laſh by Turns. In one word, Xanthus 
miſled his Aim at lalt ; and though he was troubled at the Miſcar- 
riage, he could not but Laugh yer at'the Simplicity of the Man, 
and Confeſs , that &ſop was in the Right, in bringing a Perſon 
to him that had no Curioſity art all. 
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Atop's Anſwer to a Magiſtrate. 


T happened ſome few days after the Laſt Paſſage above, t!:ar 
Xanthus , having ſome Buſinels at the Publick Hall , ſenc 
ſop to ſee it there were any Great Throng of Men there ; A Ma- 
oiltrare meets him Upon the Way, and Asks him whether he was 
going 2 Why truly, ſays /E/op, I am going I know ,not whicher. 
The Magiſtrate took it that he Banter d him, and bad an Officer 
take him into Cuſtody and Carry him to Prilon. Well, ſays op, 
to the Magiltrate ; Is it not true Now, that I did not know Whi- 
ther I was going + Can you Imagine, that when I came out of the 
houſe this Morning, I had any thoughts of going ro Priſon 2 The 
Magiſtrate was well enough plealed ar the fancy, and Diſcharg'd 
him Upon ir, and fo he went forward to the Hall ; Where among 
a world of Pcople, he law one Man arrelt another upon an Action 
of Debr. The Debtor Pleaded Poverty ; bur it he would Com- 
und for halfe, it ſhould go hard bur he d make a Shift to Pick ic 
up,he (aid. Well with all my Heart,lays the Creditor, Lay down the 
Mony upon the Nail, and the Bulineſs is done : for a man had 
better Content himſelt with Halfe, then Loſe All, And Ireckon 
that Mony as good as loſt, thata Man mult go to Law for; /Eſop 
upon this, went back and told his Maſter, that he had been at the 
Hall, and ſaw bur one Man there ; This was a Riddle to Xan- 
thus ; Informuch that he went himlclte ro Learn the Truch of the 
Mattcr. When he came to the Place , he tound the Court ex- 
rremely Thronged, and turning ſhort upon ZE/op, in great Indig- 
nation, Sirrah, ſays he, are All thele People cone lince you told 
me there was bur one Man here ? I 1s very true, lays A/op, There 
was a Huge Crow d, and yer buc oe Man that I could lee in Thar 
vaſt Multitude. This ſeems to be taken out of the Lile of Dugnes. 
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Xanthus undertakes to Drink, the Sea dry. 


HERE happened not Long after This, to be a Merry 

b Meeting of Philoſophers ; and Xanthus, one of the Com- 
pany. FXantbus had alreadie gorten a Cup roo much ; and //op 
finding they were like to ſer our his hand ; Sir, ſays he, 'tis the Hu- 
mour of Bacchus, they ſay, firſt ro make men Cheerfull, and when 
they are paſt Thar, ro make 'em Drunk, and in the Concluſion, 
to make them Mad. FXanthus took Offence at A/op; and told 
him, Thar was a Le&ture for Children. ( Laertius makes this to 
be the ſaying of Anacharſis) The Cupps went round, and Xan- 
thus by this Time had taken his Load , who-was mightily given 
totalk in his Drink; and whatever was uppermoſt, our it came, 
without either Fear or Wit. One of che Company obſerving the 
weak fide of the Man , rook the Opportunity of Pumping him 
with ſeveral Queſtions. FXanthus (lays he) I have read fome- 
where, that it is Poſſible for a Man to Drink the Sea Dry ; bur I 
can hardly believe it. Why ſays Xantbus, Ile venture my Houle 
and Land upon't , that I dot my lelte. They Agreed upon the 
Wager, and preſently oft went their Rings to Seal the Conditions. 
Burt Early the next Morning, Xanthus miſſing his Ring, chought ir 
might be {lipr off his Finger,and asked #&/op abour it. Why truly,lays 
Aſop, 1 can ſay Nothing to the Looling of your Ring ; Bur Ican 
tell you that you Loſt your Houſe and Land laſt night: and fo #ſop 
told him the Story on't, which his Maſter it ſeems had utterly for- 
gotten. FXanthus began now to Chew upon the Matter , and it 
went to the Heart of him to conhider, That he could neither do the 
thing, nor yer get quit of his Bonds. In this trouble ot Thoughts 
he Conſults A/op, ( whoſe advice before he had rejected ) whar 
was to be done in the Caſe. I ſhall never forget, ſays Xanthus, 
how much | owe you for your Faithful Services; and fo with fair 
Words Aſop was prevailed upon to Undertake the bringing of 
him off. "Tis Impoſſible to doe rhe thing ( ſays he ) bur it I can 
hnd a way to Difſolve the Obligation, and to gaine you Credit 
by it over and Above , Thats the Point I ſuppole that will do 
your buſinels. The Time appointed, lays #/op, is now art 
hand, Wherefore do you fer a bold face upon ir, and, goc to the 
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Sea fil, le with Ml your Serv ants and your Trinkets PRE: you , Pu 
ut on a Countenance, that you are juſt Now about to make 
ood your Undertaking, Youl have Thoulands of Spectators 

there, and W hen they are got rogerher, let the Form of the Agrcc- 

men: and the Condicions be read, Which runs to this Effect. "That 
'0u are to Drink up the Sea by luch a Certain Time, orto toricir 
our Houle and Land,upon Such or Such a Conſideration. When 

This is done , call for a Great Glaſs, and ler it be filled with 

Sea-Water , in the Sight of the W hole Multitude : Hold it up 

then in your Hand , and lay as Follows. Tor have heard Grod 

People , what I have Undertaken to d», and upon what Penalty if I do 


not 29 Through with it. I confeſs the Azreement, and the Matter of 


Fatt as you have heard it; and 1 am now about to drink up the Sea ; 
not the Rivers that run mtot. And therefore let All the Inlets be 
Stopt, that there be Nothing but pure Sea lefe me to drink, Aud I 
am now ready to perform my part of the Azreement ; But for any 
drinkins of the Rivers, There is nothing of that in the Contratt. 
The People tound it bþ clear a Caſe, That they did nor onl 
agree to the Realon and Juſtice of Xanthus's Cauſe , but hiſled 
his Adverſary out of the Field ; Who in the Concluſi 10n made 
a Publique Acknowledgment , 'thar Xanthus was the Wiler and 
Better Man of the Two ; Bur defired the Contract might be 
made voyd , and offerd to Submit Himlelfe further to ſuch 
Arbitrators as Xanthus Himlelte ſhould dire. IXanthus was fo 
well pleaſed with the Character his Adverlary had given him, 
of a Wiſe Man, That All was Paſſed over , And a tinall End 
made of the Diſpute. Plutarch makes this to have be'n the 1n- 
vention of Btas. 
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Cay. AIL 
Alop Baffles the Superſtition of Augury: 


N the days of A/op, The World was mightily addicted to 
Augury; that is to lay , to the Gathering of Omens from the 
Cry and Flight of Birds. _ this Account it was, that Xanthas 
one Day ſent A#/op into the Yard, and bad him look well abour 
him. If you fee Two Crows ( ſays he) youll have good Luck atter 
ir, but if you ſhould Chance to ſpye One Crow Single, 'tis a Bad 
Omen, and ſome [ll will betide you. A/op ſtepr our and came 
Immediately back again, and told his Maſter that he had ſeen 
Two Crows. Hereupon Xanthus went out himſelf, and finding but 
One, ( for the Other was flown away ) he fell Outragiouſly upon 
Aſop for making Sport with him, And order him to be ſound- 
ly Laſh'd for'c, bur juſt as they were ſtripping him for the Exe- 
cution, In comes One to Invite Xanthus abroad ro Supper. Well 
Maſter, ſays A#/op, and wheres the Credit of your Augury Now ? 
When, I that ſaw Two Crows, am to be beaten like a Dog, and 
You that ſaiv but One, are going to make merry with your Friends? 
The Reaſon and Quicknels of this Reflexion, Pacified the Maſter 
for the Preſent, and ſaved the Poor Fellow a found Whipping, 
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Ca a AHL 
X(ſop finds hidden Treaſure. 


S Xanthus was Walking once among certain Monuments, 
A with A/op at his Heels ; and Plodding upon ſeveral Epi- 
taphs, there was one Inſcription in Greek Letters, that Xanthus with 
all the Skill he had, could nor tell what to make of. Well, ſays 
Aſop , ler me ſee a Little If I can Uncypher it. And fo after lay- 
ing Things and Things together a While, Maſter, ſays he, What 
will you give me,If I ind you out a Pott of Hidden Treaſure now ? 
One Halfe of it, ſays Xanthus, and your Liberty. So A/op fell to 
Digging, a Matter of four Yards ” aan the Stone that had the In- 
(cription; and there found a Potr of Gold which he cook up and 
Delivered to his Maſter ; and Claimed his Promiſe. Well, ſays 

| Xanthus, 
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X.withus, Ile be as good as my Word ; but vou mult fhr{t {hew me 
how you came to know there was Treature, by rc Intcriprion - 
tor | had rather be Maſter of That Scciet , rhen of r!;c v rv Gold 
it (elf, op Innocently opened the wicGic Marter to hum. t,Gok 
vou S” ſays he, Here are thele Letters. «3 C; 4; o; þ : 
which are to be thus [nterpreted , < ſtands for 2'5+:; 2 jor 
[tau ziz3 for TETLER 5 9 for cas ; E for eVpn «55 ÞU for >» "&pv 3 
., tor 90s; In Engliſh, dig Four Paces from this Place, and you ſhall 
find Gold. Now, lays Xanthus, if you are lo good at finding out 
Gold, you and I mult nor part yet. Come Sir, lays A/op, ( per- 
ceiving that his Maſter play'd Faſt and Looſe with him ) To deal 
freely with you, This Treaſure belongs to King Dioyſuus, How 
do you know that ? fays Xanthus. Why by the very laſcription, 
ſays X/op : for in That Sence,a ſtands for «T4$-3 C for Bxnr ; & for 
Atorvow; o for ©: e for eipes; 6 for Sroxwey»; o for aevnv. In Engliſh, 
Give Dionyſus the Gold you have found. Xanthus began to be at- 
fraid when he heard it was The Kings Mony , and Charged #/op 
to make no Words on't, and he ſhould have the One Halte, Tis 
well, ſays A/op ; but Thisis not lo much your own Bounty yer, 
as The Intention of Him that Bury'd it ; for the very ſame Letters 
dire&t the Dividing of it. As for Example once again Nov. 
& {ſtands for aveAcpyc; c for BxStows les; d for S42es; o for oy; p for 
EUCET? : > for Mower ; Y for Quay 5 In Engliſh, Divide the Gold that 
you have found. Why then, ſays Xanthus, let us go home and ſhare ir. 
No ſooner were they got Home, but A#/op was preſently lay'd by the 
Heels, for fear of Blabbing, crying out as Loud as he could, This 
comes of truſting to the Faith of a Philoſopher ; The Reproch 
Nettled his Maſter : But however he cauſed his Shackles to be 
taken off upon't , and Admoniſhed A/op to keep his Licentious 
Tongue in a Lictle better Order for the future , it ever he hoped 
co have his Liberty. For That, ſays A/op, Prophetically, I ſhall 
not Need to Beg it of you as a favour, for in a very few dayes I 
ſhall have my Freedom, whether you will or no. | 
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Can AE). 
Aſop Expounds upon an Augury, and 1s made Free. 


$ OP had thus far born All the Indignities of a Tedious 

?, Slavery, with the Conſtancy of a Wile Man, and with- 
out either Vanity or Abjection of Mind. He was not Ignorant how- 
ever of his own Value ; Neither did he Neglect any honeſtWay or 
Occaſion of Advancing his Name and his Credit in the World ; 
as in One Particular Inſtance among the Samians, on a Strange 
Thing that happened There upon a Very Solemn Day. The 
Ring, it ſeems, that had the Towne-Seale upon't was layd ſome- 
where in Sight, Where an Eagle could come at it; She took it u 
in the Aire,and dropt it into the Boſome of a Slave. The Samians 
took this for a Fore-boding, that Threat'ned ſome diſmal Cala- 
mity to the State , and in a general Conſternation They preſently 
called a Councell of their Wiſe Men ; and Xanthus in the firlt 
Place , to give their Opinions upon This Myſterious Accident. 
They were All at a Lols what to Think ont; only Xanthus de- 
ſired ſome tew Days time tor further Conſideration. Upon This, 
he berook himlelte to his Scudy, and the More he Beat his Brains 
about it, the further he found himſelfe from any hope of Ex- 
pounding The Secret. Thkis pur him into a deep Melancholly ; 
which made op very Importune , and Impatient , to know the 
Cauſe of it ; with Aflurances, That he would ſerve his Maſter in 
The Afair , Whatever it was, to the Uttermoſt of his Power. 
Xanthus hereupon laid the Whole Matter before him , and told 
him in Concluſion, that he was not only loſt in his Reputation, 
but in Danger to be Torn to Pieces by the Rabble. When A#/op 
found how che Cale ſtood , Never Trouble your Head any ftur- 
ther.ſays he, Do bur follow my Advice, and Ile bring you off as” 
well now as ever I did betore. When you Appear to Morrow to 
give in your An{wer, I would have you Speak to the People after 
this Manner. 

I need not tell your Wiſdoms, That ſo Many Heads fo Many Minds, 
and ſo many ſeverall Men , ſo many ſeverall Conceptions of Things ; 
Nay and further , That every ſeverall Art , or Profeſſion requires 4 
Diſtintt Faculty or Diſpoſition, that is more or leſs Peculiar to it ſelf. 
It is the Cuſtom of the World for People in All Caſes where They are ei- 
ther Ignorant or Doubtfull, to Repair to Men that bave the Reputation of 
(c) Philoſophers, 
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Philoſophers, for Councell and Satisfaftion, But this, under favour, is 
a Great Miſtake ; for it is with Philoſophers, as it is, I Jay, with other 
Arts and Profeſſions that have ther Funtttons a part the One from the 
Other. Wiſdom, 'tis true, may be called properly enough the KA nowledge 
of Thmgs Divine and Humane , but will you therefore expect that a 
Philoſopher ſhould do the Office of a Shoomaker or a Barber , becauſe 
the Trades are converſant about dumane Things ? No No Gentlemen, a 
Mun may be a Great Philoſopher without any Skill at Atl in the Handling 
of the Awl,or the Rar. But if the Wueſtion were Concernins the Govern- 
ment of Life and Manners , the Nature of Things Celeſtial or Terreſtrial ; 
The Duties that we owe to God or Man; you could not do better then 
repair to Philoſophers for ſatisfattion. But for reading upon Prodi- 
eres ; or Commenting upon the Flights of Birds, or the Entrails of Beaſts, 
Theſe are Things quite Beſide the Philoſophers Buſmeſs. If there be 
any thing you doubt of that falls under the Cognizance of Philoſophy , T 
am ready to ſerve you int ; But your preſent Point bemg Augury, [ 

all take leave to Acquaint you that a Servant I have at home, us as 
likely to make a Right Judgment that way as any Man 1 know. 7 
ſhould not Preſume to name a Servant ; Neither Perchance would you 
think fit to make uſe of one , If the Neceſſity of your preſent Diſtreſs, 
were not a very Competent and Reaſonable Excuſe. 

Here's your Speech, lays Aſop; and your Credit fav'd whether 
They'l hear me or Not. It they ſend for me, The Honour will 
be yours, in Caſe I Deliver my ſelf ro cheir Liking , and the 
Diſgrace will be Mine then it 1 Miſcarry. His Maſter was pleaſ- 
ed beyond Meaſure with the Advice, but he did not as yer Under- 
ſtand Whether ic Tended. 

Xanthus Prelenced himlelte Early the next Morning before the 
Councell, Where he Dilared Upon The Matter according to his 
Inſtructions , and fo reterr'd Them to his Servant for the Clear- 
ing of the Dithculty. The People with one Voyce cry'd our 
Where is he > Why does he not Appear * Why has not his Maſter 
Brought him along with him » In thort, Aſop was Immediatel 
ferch'd into the Court, and ar the very Firſt Sight of him, They 
All burſt out a Laughing by Conſent. This Fellow, lays one, 
may have Skill perhaps in Divining, bur he has Nothing that's 
Humane about hum. Another asked Where he was Born, and 
whether or no Blocks bad the Faculty of Speech in his Country. 
Zſop, upon This, Addrels'd himfelte ro the Councell. 

You bave here before ye, (lays Aſop) an Ungracions Figure of a 
Man, which i truth is not a Subpet for your Contempt, Nor is it a 
Reaſonable Ground for your Deſpaire, upon the Matter in Queſtion. One 
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Wiſe Man values Another for his Underſtanding , not for his Beanty ; 
Beſide that the Deformity of my Perſon is no Incapacity at All as to your 
Buſineſs. Did you never taſt Delicious drink out of an Ill Look'd Veſſell? 
or did you never drink Wine that was Vapid, or Eager, out of a Veſſell 
of Gold? Tis Sagacity and Strength of Reaſon that you have Occaſion 
for, not the force of Robuſt Limbs , nor the Delicacies of Colour and 
Proportion. Wherefore I muſt Beſeech ye not to Judge of My Mind by my 
Body , nor toCondemn me Unheard, Upon this, they All cry'd our 
ro him, If he had any thing to lay for the Common Good, "That 
he would ſpeak it. With your favour, lays he, It is for that End 
I preſume , that ye have called me hither, and it is with a Great Zeal 
for your Service, that T ſtand now before ye: But when I conſider the 
Weight of the Matter in hand, and the Office That I am now to Perform, 
it will as little ſtand with your Honors Perhaps, to take the Opinion of a 
Slave ito your Councells and Debates , as it will with my Condition to 
offer it. Beſide the Riſque I run of my Maſters Diſpleaſure upon the 
Event. But All This may yet be Obviated, my Fears ſecured, my Mo- 
deſty gratify d, and your own Dignity preſerved , only by making me 4a 
Freeman before hand, to Qualify me for the Funftion. They All ſaid 
it was a Moſt Reaſonable Thing, and preſently Treated about 
the Price of his Liberty, and order'd the ueſtors ro pay down 
the Mony. When Xanthus ſaw that the thing muſt be done, He 
could not Decently ſtand Higgling abour the Price ; But making 
a Virtue of Neceflity, he chole rather to Preſent &ſop to the Com- 
mon-Wealch, then to Sell him. The Samians took it very kindly, 
And Aſop was Preſently Manumiz'd, and made a Citizen in Form, 
Proclaimd a Freeman; and after this Ceremony, he Diſcourſed 
upon the Subject of the Portent as follows. 

I ſhall not need to tell ſo many Wiſe and Knowing Men, that the 
Eagle is a Royal Bird, and ſignifies a Great King ; that the Dropping 
of the Ring into the Boſom of a Slave that has no Power over himſelf, 
 portends the Loſs of Your Liberties , if you do not look to your ſelves 

in Time ; And that fome Potent Prince has a Deſign upon ye. This pur 
the Samians all a-fire to hear the Iſſue of the Prediftion. In 
ſome ſhort time after there came Ambaſſadors from Creſus the King 
of Lydia, ro Demand a Tribute on the Behalfe of their Maſter, and 
T hrearned the Samians with a Warr in Cale of a Refuſal. This 
Afﬀair came to be Debared in the Councell, where che Majority 
was rather tor Peace with Slavery,then for running the Riſque of a 
Diſpute; bur chey would not come to a Reſolution yer, without 
firſt Conlulting Aſop What They had beſt ro do; Who gave 
Them his "Thoughts upon't in Words to Fhis Effect. 
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Every Man in this World has Two Wayes before him, That is to ſay, 
firſt, The Way of Liberty , that's Narrow and Rugged at the Entrance, 
but plainer and Smoother {till the further you 20. Secondly, The Way 
of Servitude or Slavery, that ſeems to be Eaſte at firſt, but you'l find it 
afterwards to be full of Intolerable Difficulties. The Samians, upon 
Thele Words, Declared themſelves Unanimouſly for Liberty, and 
that ſince they were at preſent Free , They would never make 
Themſelves Slaves by their own Conſent ; So The Ambaſſadors 
Departed, and there was a War Denounced. 

When Creſus came to Underſtand the Reſolution the Samians 
had taken, and how Inclinable they were to a Complyance, 'ill 
Z[op, by the Power only of a tew words, Diverted chem from 
it, he Relolv'd to ſend for and Diſcourſe with A/op. So He made 
an Offer to the Samians, upon their ſending Z/op to him, to put 
a Stop at preſent to. the courſe of his Arms. When A/op came to 
hear of their Propolition, he told them That he was nor againſt 
their ſending of him, Provided only that he might tell them One 
Story before he Lett chem. 


In Old Time, (ſays he) when ſome Beaſts talked better Sence then 
Many Men do now a days , there happened to be a Fierce War betwixt 
the Wolves and the Sheep, And the Sheep, by the belp of the Dogs, had ra- 
ther the Better ont. The Wolves, upon This, offer d the Sheep a Peace, 
on Condition only that they might have their Dogs for Hoſtages, The Silly 
credulous Sheep agreed to't, and as ſoon as ever they had parted with the 
Dozs, The Wolves brake in upon them, and Deſtroyd them at pleaſure. 


See Fab. 45. 


The Samians quickly ſmelt out the Moral of this Fable , and 
cry'd out, One and All, thatthey would nor part with #/op : Bur 
this did not hinder /Eſop however from putting himſelf abord, 
and taking a Paſlage for Lydia with the Ambaſſadors. 
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Flop Preſents bimſelfe before the King of Lydia. 


Mmediately Upon Z/op's Arrival in Lydia, he Preſented himſelfe 
before the King, who looking upon him wich Contempr, 
Hatred, and Indignation; Is This a Man lays he, to hinder the 
King of Lydia from being Maſter of Samos > Aſop then with a Re- 
verence after the Lydian Faſhion, deliver d what he had to ſay. 
I am not here ( lays he, Great King ) in the Quality of a Man that's 
Given up by his Country, or under the Compulſion of any force ; But it is of 
my own Accord that I am now come to lay my ſelfe at your Majeſties 


feet, and with this only Requeſt, that you will vouchſafe me the Honour 


of your Royal Eare, and Patience but for a few words. 

© There was a Boy hunting of Locults, and he had the Fortune 
©to take a Graſshopper. She found he was about to kill her, and 
© Pleaded after this Manner for her Lite. Alas ( ſays ſhe) Inever 
© did any Body an Injury, and never had it either in my Will or in 
* my Power to do't. All my Buſineſs is my Song ; and what will 
©you be the Better for my Death 2 The Youth's Heart relented and 
© he ſer the Simple Graſshopper at Liberty. 

Your Majeſty has now that Innocent Creature before you : 
There's Nothing that I can pretend to but my Yoyce , which 1 have 
ever employd ſo far as in me Lay, to the Service of Mankind, The 
King was fo Tenderly moved with the Modeſty and Prudence of 
the Man, That he did not only give him his Life , but bad him 
ask any thing further that he had a Mind to , and it ſhould be 
Granted him. Why then, ſays Z/op, (with that Veneration, Gra- 
titude and Reſpect that the Caſe required) I do moſt humbly 
implore your Majeſties favour for my Country-Men the Samians. 


The King Granted him his Requeſt, and Confirmed ir under his 


\ Seale; Belide that the Piety of making that Petition his Choice, 


was a further Recommendation of him to his Royal Kindneſs and 

Eſteem. | Ne” 
Z/op, loon after This, returned to Samos with-the News of the 
Peace, where he was Wellcomed with All the Inſtances of Joy 
and Thankfulneſs Imaginable ; Inſomuch that they Ere&ted a 
Statue for him, with an Inſcription upon it, in Honour of his Me- 
mory. From Samos he returned afterwards to Creſus , for whoſe 
Sake he Compoled leveral of Thoſe Apologues that Pals in the World 
to This Day under his Name. His Fancy lay extremely to_Tra- 
4 | 


(c 3) vallng ; 
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464 velling; bur above All other Places, he had the Greateſt Mind to 
6-3 fee Babylon: To which End he got Letters of Recommendation 
p of from Creſus to the King there : who, according to Herodotus, was a 
Friend,and an Ally of Creſus's,and his Name, Labynetus; not Lycerus, 
| as Planudes has Handed it down to us upon a Great Miſtake. Burt 
SN his Curioſity led him firſt to paſs through Greece, for the ſake of 
the Seven VYiſe Men, whoſe Reputation was at That Time Famous 
All over the World. He had the Good Hap in his Travels to find 


$ \ them at Corinth, together with Aracharſis, and ſeveral of their Fol- 
TX lowers and Diſciples, Where they were All Treated by Periander at 
yy a Villa of his not faroff the Towne. This Encounter was to the 

G + | Common Satisfa&tion of the Whole Company ; the Entertainment 

f Philoſophical, and Agreeable, and among other Diſcourſes, chey 


ol had ſome Controverly upon the Subject of Government ; and 
| 4-1] which was the moſt Excellent Form : op being ſtill for Monar- 
$14 hy , and the Reſt for a Common-wealth. He Travell'd thence, a 

while after into Aſia, and lo to Babylon, according to his hirlt 


Intention, 
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ZXſop Adepts Ennus. Ennus's Ingratitude and Falſe- 
neſs, and Xſop's Good Nature. 


ee 


T was the Faſhion in thoſe Days, for Princes to Exerciſe Try- 
alls of Skill in the Putting and Reſolving of Riddles, and In- 
rricate Queſtions; and He that was the Beſt ar the Clearing or Un- 
tying of Knotty Difhculties —— A the Prize. Aſop's Faculty lay 
notably that way,and render'd him fo ſerviceable to the King, that 
it brought him both _—_— and Reward. It was his Unhap- 
pinels to have No Children, for the Comfort and Support of his 
Old Age ; So that with the Kings Conſent, he Adopted a young 
Man, who was Well Born , and Ingenious enough, but Poor; 
His Name was Ennus. Z&ſop took as much care of his Inſticution, 
as if he had been his own Child, and Train'd him up in thoſe 
Principles of Vertue and Knowledge that might moſt probably ren- 
der him Great and Happy. Burt there's no working upon a Fl; 
gitious and Perverſe Nature, by Kindnels and Diſcipline, and cis 
time loſt to think of Maſtering fo Incurable an Evil : So that Ennus, 
after the Manner of other Wicked Men , heaping One Villany up- 


On 
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on another , Counterfeits his Fathers Name and Hand to Certain 
Letters, wherein he Promiſes his Aſiſtance to the Neighbour 
Princes againſt Labynetus. Theſe Letters Ennus carrys to the 
King,and Charges his Father with Treaſon,though in Appearance, 
with All the trouble and unwillingnels that was poſſible, Only a 
Senſe of his Duty to his King and to his Country, ſwallow'd up 
All other Reſpects of Reverence and Modeſty that a Son ows to 
a Father. The King took All Thele Calumnies for Inſtances of 
Ennus's Aﬀections to him , without the Leaſt Suſpition of any 
Fraud in the Matter : So that without any further Enquiry, he or- 
dered Aſop to be put ro Death. The Perſons ro whom the Care 
of his Execution was Committed , being well Aſſured of his 
Innocence, and of the Kings Ungovernable Paſſions, took himour 
of the way, and Gave it out that he was Dead. Some few Dayes 
aſter this, there came Letters to Labyetus from Amaſs the King of 
Etypt , wherein Labynetus was Delired by Amaſis to ſend him a 
certain Architect that could raile a Tower that ſhould Hang in the 
Aire, and likewiſe Reſolve All Queſtions. Labynetus was at a 
Great Loſs what anſwer to return , And the Figrceneſs of his Dil- 

leaſure againſt #/op being by This time ſomewhat Abated , he 
b an to Enquire after him with Great Paſſion , and would often 
Profeſs, Thar if the Parting with One halfe of his Kingdom could 
bring him to Life again, he would Give it. Hermippus and Others 
that had kept him our of the Way, told the King upon the Hear- 
ing of This , That Z/op was yet Alive; ſo They were com- 
manded to bring him forth ; which they did, in All the Beaſtlyne(s 
he had Contracted in the Priſon. He did no ſooner Appear, bur 
he made his Innocence ſo maniteſt, that Labynetus in Extreme Dil- 
pleaſure and Indignation, commanded the Falſe Accuſer to be put 
to Death with moſt Exquiſite Torments ; But A&/op,afrer All this, 
Interceded for him, and Obtained his Pardon, upon a Charitable 
Preſumption, that the Sence of fo Great a Goodnehs and Obliga- 
tion would yer work upon him. Herodotus tells this Story of 
'\Cambyſes the Son af Cyrus, and Creſus, and with what Joy Cam- 
byſes received Creſus again, after he was ſuppoſed to be purto death 
by his own Order ; but Then it Varies in This, that he Cauſed 
Thole to be put to Death, that were to have ſeen the Execution 
done, tor not Obſerving his Commands. 
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Baln AVIL 
Xlſop's Letters of Morality to his Son Ennus, 


PON @ſops coming again into Favour, he had the King 
of Zgypt's Lerter given him to Conſider of , and Adviſed 
Labynetus to lend him for Anſwer, That Early the next Spring he 
ſhould have the Sarisfaftion he Deſired. Things being in this 
State, Zſop rook Ennus Home to him again , and fo orderd the 
Matter , that he wanted neither Councells nor Inſtructions , nor 
any other Helps or Lights that might Diſpole him to the Leading 
of a Virtuous Lite , as will Appear by the Following Precepts, 


My Son (ſays he) Worſhip God with Care and 'Reverence, and with 
a Sincerity of Heart voyd of All Hypocriſie or Oſtentation : Not as if 
that Divine Name and Power were only an Invention , to Frigh Women 
and Children, but know, That God is Omnipreſent, True and All 1.ighty. 

Have a Care even of your Moſt Private Aftions and Thoughts , for 
God ſees Thorough you , and your Conſcience will bear Witneſs againſt 

ou. 

s It is according to Prudence, as well as Nature, to pay that Honour to 
your Parents that you Expect your Children ſhould pay to you. 

Do All the Good you can to All meng but in the Firſt Place to your 
Neareſt Relations, and do no Hurt however, where you can do no Good, 

Keep a Guard upon your Words as well as upon your Actions, that 
there be no Impurity m Either. 

Follow the Diftates of your Reaſon, and you are Safe ; ard have 
a Care of Impotent Afﬀettions, 

Apply your ſelfe to Learn More , ſo long as there's any Thing Left 
that you do not know, and Value Good Councell before Mony. [of 
Our Mimds muſt be Cultivated as well as our Plants ; The Improve- wY 
ment of our Reaſon makes us like Angells , whereas the Negvlett of it 

turns us into Beaſts. 


There's no Permanent and Inviolable Good , but Wiſdom and Yirtue, 


though the Study of it ſignifies Little without the Practice. 


Do not think it impoſſible to be a Wiſe Man , without looking Sowre 
pon it. Wiſdom makes Men Severe, but not Inhumane. 

It is Virtue not to be Vicious. 

Keep Faith with All Men, Have a Care of a Lye,as you would of Sa- 
criledge, Great Bablers have No Regard either to Honeſty or Truth. 


Take 
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Take Delight in , and frequent the Company of Good Men, for it 
will 71ve you a Tinfture of their Manners too. 

Take beed of that Vulgar Error , of thinking that there is any Good 
in Evil, It is a Miſtake when Men talk of Profitable Knavery, or of 
Starving Honeſty ; for Virtue and Juſtice carry All that is Good and 
Profuable along with them. 

Let Every Man mind his own Buſmeſs, for Curioſity is Reſtleſs. 

Speak Ill of No body, and you are no more to Hear Calunnies then 
to Report them : Beſide that, they that Prattice the One, Commonly Love 
the Other. 

Propoſe Honeſt Things ; Follow Wholeſome Councells , and Leave the 
Event to God. 

Let no man Deſpair in Adverſity , nor preſume in Proſperity, for All 
Things are Changeable. 

Riſe Early to your Buſineſs , Learn Good Things, and Oblige Good 
Men ; Theſe are three Things you ſhall never Repent of. 

Hare a Care of Luxury and Gluttony ; but of Drunkenneſ's Eſpeci- 
cially; for Wine as well as Age makes a Man a Child. 

Watch for the Opportunities of doing things, for there's Nothing Well 
done, but what's done in Seaſon, 

Love and Honour Kings, Princes and Magiſtrates, for they are the 
Bands of Society, m Puniſhing the Guilty, and Protefting the Innocent. 


Theſe, or ſuch as theſe, were the Leſſons that Zſop read daily 
to his Son ; bur ſo far was he from mending upon Them, that he 
grew Every Day worle and worſe, ſhewing x 29 it 1s not in the 

wer of Art or Diſcipline to ReCtify a Perverſe Nature, or ( as 
Euripides lays ) to Make a Man Wiſe that has no Soul. Bur however, 
according to Neveletus, he came ſoon after to be Touched in Con- 
ſcience for his Barbarous Ingratitude, and Dyed in a Rageing Re- 
morle for what he had done. 

TheSpring was now at Hand, and A#ſop was preparing for 
the Task he had Undertaken Abour: the Building of a Tower in 
the Air, and Reſolving All Manner e&Queſtions : Bur I ſhall ſay 
no more of That Romantick part of the Hiſtory , then that he 
went into Agypt., and Acquitted himlelfe of his Commiſſion to 
Amaſis with Greate Reputation. From thence back again to Laby- 
netus, Laden with Honours and Rewards; from whom he got 
leave to Return inro Greece ; but upon Condition of Repaſling to 
Babylon by the Firſt Opportunity. | 
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ZXſop's Voyage to Delphos ; hs Barbarous Uſage 
: by There, and his Death. . 


HEN Aſp had allmoſt taken the Whole Tower of 

Greece, he went to Delphos , either for the Oracle lake, 
or for the ſake of the YViſe Men that Frequented the Place, Bur 
when he came thither, he found Matters to be quite otherwiſe then 
he expected, and fo far from deſerving the Repuration they had in 
the World for Piety and Wiſdom, that he found them Proud, and 
Avaritious , and Hereupon Deliver'd his Opinion of Them under 
this Fable. . 

1 find ( ſays he) the Curioſity that brought me Hither,to be much the 
Caſe of People at the Sea ſade,that ſee ſomething come Hiulling toward them 
a great way off at Sea, and take it at firſt to be ſome Mighty Matter, but 
upon Driving Nearer and Nearer the Shore, it proves at laſt to be only a 
heap of VVeeds and Rubbiſh. See Fab. 189. 

The Magiſtrates of the Place took Infinite Offence at this Liberty 
and preſently enter'd into a Conſpiracy againſt him to take awa 
his Life, for fear he ſhould Give them the ſame Character elſe- 
where in his Travells, that he had done there upon the Place. It 
was not ſo Safe they thought, nor ſo Effetual a Revenge to make 
him away in private ; but if they could ſo contrive it, as to bring 
him to a ſhamefull End , under a Form of Juſtice, it would 
better anſwer their Buſineſs and Deſign. To Which Purpoſe they 
cauſed a Golden Cup to be lecretly convey'd into his Baggage, 
when he was packing up to Depart. He was no ſooner our of the 
Towne upon his Journy, Bur Immediately Purſued and taken up- 
on the way by Officers, and Charged with Sacrilege. Aſop de- 
ny'd the Matter, and Laughed at them All for a Company of 
Mad Men ; Bur upon the Searching of his Boxes, they took the 
Cup, and ſhew'd it to the People, Hurrying him away to Priſon 
in the Middle of his Defence. They brought him the Next Day 
into the Court, Where Notwithſtanding the Proof of his Inno- 
cence, as clear as the Day, he was Condemned to Dye ; and his 
Sentence was to be Thrown Head-long from a Rock, Down a 
Deep Precipice, After his Doom was paſt, he Prevailed upon 
Them, with much ado to be heard a few Words, and fo told 
them the Story of the Frog and the Moule, as it ſtands in the Fable. 
This 
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This wrought nothing upon the Hearts of the Delphians , bur 
as they were Bawling at the Executioner , to Diſpatch and do his 
Othce, ſ/op on a Sudden gave them the Slip, and Fled to an 
Alrar hard by there, in hopes that the Religion of the Place mighr 
have Protected him , but the Delphians rold him, that the Alrars 
of the Gods were not to be any Sanctuary to thoſe that Robbed 
cheir Temples; Whereupon he took Occafion to tell them the 
Fable of the Eagle and the Beetle to this Following Effet, As ir 
ſtands in the Book, Num. 378. 

Now lays Z#/op ( after the telling of this Fable ) you are nor 
ro Flatrer your Selves that the Prophaners of Holy Altars, and the 
Oppreſlors of the Innocent , ſhall ever Eſcape Divine Vengeance. 
This Enraged the Magiſtrates to ſuch a Degree , that they com- 
manded the Officers Immediately ro rake Aſop from the Altar, 
and Diſpatch him away to his Execution. When A/op found 
that Neither the Holynels of the Place, nor the Clearnels of his 
Innocence was Sufficient to Protect him, and that he was to fall a 
Sacrifice to Subornation and Power , he gave them yer one Fable 
more as he was upon the Way to Execution. 


There was an Old Fellow ( ſays he) that had ſpent bis Whole Life 
in the Countrey without ever ſeeing the Towne , be found himſelfe 
IWVeak and Decaymg, and Nothing would ſerve , but his Friends muſt 
needs ſhew him the Towne once before he Dyed. Their Aſſes were very well 
Acquainted with the Way , and ſo they cauſed them to be made Ready, 
and turned the Old Man and the Aſſes Looſe, without a Guide to try 
their Fortune. They were overtaken Upon the Road by a Terrible 
Tempeſt, ſo that what with the Darkneſs, and the Violence of the 
Storm, the Aſſes were Beaten out of their Way, and Tumbled with the 
Old Man into a Pit, where be had only time to Deliver his Laſf 
Breath with This Exclamation. Miſerable Wretch that T am to be De- 
ſtroy'd, ſmce Dye I muſt, by the Baſeſt of Beaſts ; by Aſſes. And that's 
my Fate now , m ſuffering by the Hands of a Barbarous Sottiſh 
People, that Underſtand Nothing either of Humanity or Honour ; and 
Aft Contrary to the Tyes of Hoſpitality and Juſtice. But the Gods 
will not ſuffer my Blood to lye Unrevenged, and I doubt not, but that 
in Good Time the Judgment of Heaven will give you to Underſtand your 
Wickedneſs by your Puniſhment. Fe was ſpeaking on , but They 
Puſhed him Off Head long from the 'Rock , and he was Daſhed ts 
Pieces with the Fall. 


The Delphians, ſoon after This, were viſited with Famine and 
Peſtilence, to ſuch a Degree, that they Went ro Conlule the Oracle 
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of Apollo ro know what Wickedneſs it was had brought theſe Ca- 
lamities upon Them. TheOracle gave them this Anſwer, That 
they were to Expiate for the Death of A&fop. In the Coyſcience 


of their Barbariry, they Erefted a Pyramid to his Honor, and it is 
upon Tradition, that a Great Many of the Moſt Eminent Men 
among the Greeks of that Seaſon, went afterwards to Delphos upon 
the News of the Tragical End of Z&/op , to Learn the Truth of 
the Hiſtory, and found upon Enquiry, That the Principal of the 
Conſpirators had layd Vielent hands upon Themſelves. 
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A Cock and a Dlamond, 


S a Cock was turning up a Dunghill, he ſpy'd a Dia- 
mond, Well (ſays he to himlelt ) this ſparkling Foo- 
lery now to a Lapidary in my place, would have 
been the Making of him ; bur as to any Uſe or Pur- 
pole of mine, a Barley-Corn ad been worth Forty on. 


The MORA L. 


He that's Induſtrious in an Foneſt Calling, ſhall never fail of a Bleſſing; 'Tis 
the part of a Wiſe Man to Prefer Things Neceſſary before Matters of Cario- 
fity, Ornament, or Pleaſure. 


REFLEXION. 


THz Moraliſts will have Wiſdom and Virtue ro be meant by the Diamond ; 
the World and the Pleaſures of it, by the Dunghi/l;, and by the Cock, a Vo- 
Inptuous Man, that Abandons himſelf ro his Luſts, without any regard, either 
to the Study, the Practice, or the Excellency of Better Things. 

Now, with favour of the Ancients, this Fable ſeems ro me, rather to 
hold forth an Emblem of Induſtry and Moderation. The Cock lives by his 
honeſt Labor, and maintains his Family our of it; His Scraping upon the 
Dunghill, is bur Working in his Calling : The precious Stone is only a gaw- 
dy Temptation that Fortune throws in his way to divert him from his Bu- 
* fineſs and his Duty. He would have been glad, he fays, of a Barley-Corx 
inſtead on'r, and ſo.caſts ir-aſide as a thing not worth the heeding. ' What 


is all this now, but tar mich of a true Eſtimate upon the matrer in que- 


ſtion, in preferring Providence has e and pronounc'd to be 
the Staff of Life, before a glittering Gew-Gaw, that has no other Value, 
then what Vanity, Pride, and Luxury, have ſet upon't 2 The Price of the 
Market to a Jeweller in his Trade, is one thing, but the intrinfick Worth of 
a thing, to a Man of Seyſe, and Judgment, is another. Nay, that very La- 
pidary himlelt, with a coming-Stomach, and in the Cock's place, would have 
made the Cock's Choice. The Dottrin, in ſhort, may be this; That we are 
to prefer things neceſſary, before things ſaperfixons 3 the Comforts and the 

B Bleſſing 


bt 
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Blellings of Providence, before the dazling and the ſplendid Curioſities of 
Mode and Imagination : And finally, that we arc net to govern our Lives 
by Fancy, but by Reaſon. 


San 
A Cat and a Cock, 


T was the hard Fortune once of a Cock, to fall into the Clut- 
ches of a Cat. Puſs had a Months Mind to be upon the Bones 
of him, but was not willing to pick a Quarrel however, without 
ſome plauſible Color fort. Sirrah (ſays ſhe ) what do you keep 
ſuch a bawling, and ſcreaming a Nights for, that no body can 
ſleep near you? Alas, ſays the Cock, I never wake any body, but 
when 'tis time for People to riſe, and go about their Buſineſs. 
Nay, ſays the Cat, and then there never was ſuch an inceſtuous 
Raſcal : Why, you make no more Conſcience of Lying with your 
own Mother, and your Siſters In truth, ſays the Cock again, 
that's only to provide Eggs for my Maſter and Miſtrels. Come, 
come, lays Puſs, without any more ado, 'ris time for me to go to 
Breakfaſt, and Cats don't live upon Dialogues ; at which word ſhe 
gave him a Pinch, and ſo made an end, both of the Cock, and 
of the Story. 
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A Wolf and a Lamb, 


S a Wolf was lapping at the Head of a Fountain, he ſpy'd 

a Lamb, paddling at the ſame time, a good way off down 

the Stream. The Wolf had no ſooner the Prey in his Eye, but 
away he runs open-mouth to'r, Villain ( ſays he ) how dare 
you lye muddling the Water that I'm a drinking ? Indeed, ſays 
the poor Lamb , I did not think that my drinking there below, 
_ have foul'd your Water ſo far above. Nay, lays t'other, 
you'll never leave your chopping of Logick, till your Skin's 
rurn'd over your Ears, as your Fathers was, a matrer of fix 
Months ago, for prating at this ſawcy rate ; you remember it full 
well, Sirrah, It youll believe me, Sir, ( quoth the innocent 
Lamb, with fear and trembling) I was not come into che World 
then, Why thou Impudence, cries the Wolf, haſt thou neither 
Shame, nor Conſcience ? Bur it runs in the Blood of your whole 
Race, Sirrah, to hate our Family ; and therefore ſince Fortune 
has brought us rogether ſo conveniently, you ſhall cen pay ſome 
of your Forc-Fathers Scores before you and I part; and ſo with- 
out 
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out any more ado, he leapt ar the Throat of the miſerable help- 
leſs Lamb, and tore him immediately to pieces. 


The Mo KR A L of the Two Fables above. 


'Tis an Eifie Matter to find a Staff to Beat a Dog. Innocence is no Prote. 
tion againſt the Arbitrary Cruelty of a Tyrannical Power : But Reaſon 
and Conſcience are yet ſo Sacred, that the Greateſt Villanies are ſtill Con- 
tenanc'd under that Cloak and Color. 


REFLENION. 


PRIDE and Cruclty never want a Pretence to do Miſchict. The Plea 
of Not Guilty, gocs for Nothing againſt Power : For Acculing is Proving, 
where Malic: aid Force are Joyn'd in the Proſecution. 

When Innocence is to be oppreſs'd by Might, Arguments are fooliſh 
things; nay, the very Merits, Virtues, and good Offices of rhe Pcrfon ac- 
cus'd, arc unprov'd to his Condemnation : As the Induſtry and Watchful- 
nels of the Cock here, in the calling of Pcople out of their Beds ro work 
when 'ris time to riſe, is turn'd upon him as a Crime. Nay, ſuch is the 
Confidence of a ſpightful Crnelty, that Pcople ſhall be charg'd ( rather 
than tail) with things utterly impoſſible, and wholly foreign ro the Mar- 
rer in queſtion. The Lamb it felt ſhall be made malicious. And whar is 
this now, but the lively Image of a perverſe Reaſon of State, ſer up in 
oppoſition to Truth and Juſtice ; but under the Auguſt Name and Prerence, 
however of Both2 As Loyalty, for the purpoſe, thall be call'd Rebellion, 
and the Exerciſe of the molt Neceſſary Powers of Government, ſhall paſs 
for Tyranny and Oppreſſion, Decency of Religious Worſhip thall be made 
Superllitionz Tenderneſs of Conſcience ſhall be call'd Phanaticiſm, Singu- 
larity and FaCttionz and the very Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ſhall be 
condemn'd for Hercſie. Villanies have not the fame Countenance, when 
there are Great Intereſts, Potent Mediations, Preſents, Friends, Advocates, 
Plauſibie Colours, and Flouriſhes of Wit, and Rhetorique, Interpos'd be. 
ewixt the Sight and the Objedt, There are ways of Decetving the Eves, 
as wcll as ot Blinding them ; fo that the Caule ot the Innocent muſt be Re- 
mitted at laſt ro that Great and Final Deciſion, where there is no longer 
any Place tor Paſſion, Partiality, Corruption, or Error. Burt as to the Bu- 
ſinels ot This World, when the Cocks and the Lambs lie at the Mercy of Cats 
and Wolves, they muſt never expect better Quarter; eſpecially where rhe 

Hearts Blood of the One, is the Nouriſhment and Entertainment of the Other. 


—  - 


F as. IV, 


A Frog and a Mouſe, | 


Here fell out a Bloody Quarrel once betwixt the Frogs and 

the Mice, about the Sovereignty of the Fenns ; and whilft 

Two of their Champions were Difputing it at Swords Poinc, 
Down comes a Kite Powdering upon them in the Interim, and 


Gobbles up both together, to Part the Fray. 
| B 2 FAB. 
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EL. YV. 
A Lion aid a Bear, 


Here was a Liom and a Bear had gotten a Fawn betwixe 
them, and there were they art it Tooth and Nail, which of 


the Two ſhould carry't off. They Fought it out, ill chey were 
een glad to lie down, and take Breath. In which Inſtant, a Fox 
paſſing that way, and finding how the caſe ſtood with the Two 
Combarants, ſeiz'd upon the Fawn tor his Own Uſe, and fo very 
fairly ſcamper'd away with him. The Lion, and the Bear ſaw 
the Whole Aion, but not being in condicion to Riſe and Hin- 
der ir, they pals'd this Reflexion upon the whole matter ; Here 
have we been Worrying one another, who thould have the Booty, 
ill this Curſed Fox has Bobb'd us Both on't. 


The Mo KR A & of the Two Fables above. 


'Tis the Fate of All Gotham-Quarrels, when Fools zo together by the Fars, 
to have Knaves run away with the Stakes. 


REFLEXIO N- 


TH1s is no more than what we ſce Dayly in Popular Fattions, where 
Pragmartical Fools commonly begin the Squabble, and Cratty Kraves reap 
the Benefit of it. There 1s very rarcly any Quarcel, cither Publique, or 
Private, whether betwixt Perſons, or Partics, but a Third Watches, and 
hopes to be the Better for't. 

And all is but according to the Old Proverb, While Two Degs are 
Fighting for a Bone, a Third runs away with it. Divide and Govern, is a 
Rule of State, that we ſee Confirm'd and Supported by Dayly Prattice and 
Expegjence: So that 'tis none of the Slighceſt Arguments for the Neceſſity 
of a Common Peace, that the Litigants Tear one another to picces for 
the Benefit of ſome Third Intereſt, that makes Advantage of their Diſa- 

reement, This is no more than what we find upon Experience through 
the whole Hiſtory of the World in All Notable Changes, and Revolutions; 
that is to ſay, the Contendents have been ſtill made a Prey to a Third Party, 
And this has not been only the Fate and the Event of Popular Quarrels, bur 
the Puniſhment of them; for the Judgment ſtill Treads upon the Heel 
of the Wickedneſs, People may talk of Liberty, Property, Conſcience, Right 
of 7itle, &c. but the Main Buſineſs and Earneſt of the World, is Mony, Do- 
minion, and Power, and how ro Compaſs Thoſe Ends 3 and not a Ruſh mar- 
ter at laſt, whether it be by Force, or by Cunning. Might and Right are 
Inſeparable, in the Opinion of the World z and he that has the Longer 
Sword, ſhall never want, cither Lawyers, or Divines to Defend his Claim. 
Bur then comes the Ate, or the Fox, in the Concluſion; that is to fay, 
ſome Third Party, that cicher by Strength, or by Craft, Maſters both 
Plaintiff and Dctcndent, and carries away the Booty. 
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F asB. VI. 


A Dog and a Shadow, 


S a Dog was crofling a River, with a Morel of Good Fleſh 
in his Mouth, he ſaw (as he thought) Another Dog un- 

der the Water, upon the very ſame Adventure. He never conl1- 

der'd that the One was only the Image of the Ocher ; bur our of a 

Greedinels to ger Both, he Chops at the Shadow, and Loſes the | 

Subſtance. 

The MO R AL. 


All Covet, All Loſe ; which may ſerve for a Reproof to Thoſe that Govern 
their Lives by Fancy and Appetite, without Conſulting the Honor, and 
the Juſtice of the Caſe. 


REFLEXION, 


| TH1S is the Caſe of Unreaſonable, and Infatiable Deſires; as in Love, 
| 36 Ambition, and the Like ; where People are ſtill reaching at More and More, 
4 till chey loſe All in the Concluſion. 
bd There are more Meanings of Sub/ance and Shadow; of Miſtaking One 
* for T'other; and Loſing All by Chopping at Morez than the Bare Senſe | 
ſts and Letter of the Dog, the Fleſh, and the mage here in the Fable. Un- \ 
"oy der theſe Heads arc comprehended all Inordinate Deſires, Vain Hopes, and 
WA Miſerable Diſappointments, Whart ſhall we lay of thoſe that ſpend their 
0 Days in Gaping after Court-Favours and Preterments ; Servile Flatteries; 
1 - Swiſh Atrendances ? That Live, and Entertain themſelves upon Blef- 
ſings in Viſion ? (For Fair Words and Promiſes, are no more than Empty 
Appearances) What is all This, but Sacrificing a Man's Honour, Integrity, 


$ Liberty, Reaſon, Body, Soul, Fortune, and All, for Shadows > We place 
[4 our Truſt in Things that have no Beiny 3 Diſorder our Minds, Diſcompoſe G 
F our Thoughts, Entangle our Eſtates, and Sell our felves, in One Word, for 
Bubbles. How wretched is the Man that does not know when he's Well, 
1 but paſſes away the Peace and Comfott of his Lite, for the Gratifying of a 


Fantaſtical Appetite, or Humour! Nay, and he Miſles his Aim, even in 
That too, while he Squanders away his Intereſt, and Forfcits his Dilſcre- 
tion, in the Purſuit oft One Vanity after Another. Ambition is a Lad- 
der that reaches from Earth to Heaven; and the Firſt Round is but fo ma- 
ny Inches in a Man's way toward the Mounting of All the Reſt. Hes 
never well till he's at the Top, and when he can go no Higher, he muſt 
cithcr Hang in tbe Air, or Fall; For in This Caſe, he has nothing above 
| him to Aſpire to, nor any Foot-Hold left him to come down by. Every 
& Man has what's Sufficient, at Hand, and in Catching at more than he can 
carry away, he loſes what he Had, Now there's Ingratitude, as well as Dilap- 
pointment, in All theſe Rambling and Extravagant Motions : Beſide, that A- 
varice is always Beggerly; for He that Wants, has as good as Nothing. The 
Deſire of More and More, riſes by a Natural Gradation to Moſt,” and after 
that, to All z Till in the Concluſion we find our ſelves Sick and Weary of 
All that's poſſible ro be had; follicitous for ſomething elfe, and then when 
we have ſpent our Days in the Queſt of the Mcaneſt of Things, and ar che 
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oct too of the Worſt of Mcn, we find at the bottom of the Account, 
that all the Emjoyments under the Sun, arc not worth Strugyling for. Whar 
can be Vainer now, than to Lavith our our Lives and Fortunes in the Scarch 
and Purchaſe of Trifles ; and ar the famc time ro lye Carking for the Un- 
profitable Goods of this Worid, and in a rcltlcls Anxicty of Thought 
for what's to come. 'The Folly, in fine, of theſe Vexatious and Frivolous 
Purſuirs, ſhews it ſelf in all che Tranſports of our Wild and Ungovern'd At- 
tcctions. 

Here is further ſet forth in this Emblem, All the Fabulous Torments of 
Hcll, cven Above Ground, Men that are Tainced with this Appetite are rea- 
dy todye of 7hirſt, with 7antalas, and the Water running at their very Lips, 
They arc Condemn'd, with the Siſters, ro the Filling of 7abs with Holes 
in 'em; which is but a Lively Figure of ſo much Labor ſpent in Vain, upon 
rhe Gratifying of Unreaſonable Deſires. What's a Man's Contending with 
Inſuperable Difficulties, bur the Rolling of Shphus's Srone up the Hill, 
which is ſure before-hand, to Return upon him again? What's an Eternal 
Circulation of the ſame Things, as well as the ſame Steps, without Advan- 
cing one Inch of Ground toward his Journcy's End, but /xzoz in the Wheel? 
And all this while, with Cares, and Horrors at his Heart, like the Yul- 
tur that's Day and Night Quarrying upon Promethers s Liver. 

Bur after all that's ſaid upon this Subjctt, of our M:;ſtake, and Puniſh- 
ment, the Great Nicety will Iye in Rightly Diſtinguiſhing berwixt the Sub- 


tance, and the Shadow; and in what degree of Preference the one ſtands 


to the other. Now this muſt be according to Fpittetns's Diſtribution of 
Mauters, into what we have in our own Power ; and what not ; and in Placing 
things Honeſt and Neceſlary, before other Subordinate Satisfaftions. Aſop's 
Dog here was in the Policſiion of a very Good Breakfaſt, and he knew ve- 
ry well what he had in his Mouth; bur ſtill, either our of Levity, Curio- 
ſiry, or Grecdineſs, he muſt be Chopping at ſomething clſe, chat he nei- 


ther Wanted, nor Underſtood, till he loſt All for a Shadow ; that 1s to ſay, , 


for juſt nothing ar All, 


ah 


Fas. VIL. 
A Lion, an Als, &c. a Hunting, 3 


Lion, an 4ſs, and ſome other of their Fellow-Forreſters, 
went a Hunting one day ; and every one to go ſhare and 
ſhare-like in what they took. "They pluck'd down a Stag, and 
cut him up into ſo many Parts; but as they were entering upon 
the Dividend, Hands off ſays the Lion: This Part is mine by the 
Privilege of my Quality : This, becauſe Ill have it m ſpite of your 
Teeth: This again, becaule I rook moſt Pains for't; and if you 
Diſpute the Fourth, we muſt c&'en Pluck a Crow about it. So the 
Confederates Mouths were all ftopt, and they went away as mute 
as Fiſhes. 


The 
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The MO R AL, 


There's no Entring into Leagues or Partnerſhips, with thoſe that are either 
too Powerful, or too Crafty for us. He that has the Staff in his Hand 
will be his Own Carver. Bought Wir is Beſt, 


REFLECTION. 


SAVING the Incongruity of making the Aſs a Beaſt of Prey, we are 
to learn from hence the Danger of PR. Alliances ; where the Poor and 
the Weak lye at the Mercy of the Rich and the Powertul ; and no Reme- 
dy but Patience and Reſignation. 

Pcople ſhould have a care how they Engage themſelves in Partner. 
ſbips with Men that are too Mighty for them, whether ir be in Mony, 
Pleaſure, or Bus'neſs, Find out ſomething, fays a Court-Minion, and then 
upon the Diſcovery, he lays hand on't for himſelf. So Says, and ſo Does 
the Lion here to the A/s and his Companions. Now this is only a State- 
way of Fiſhing with Cormorants. Men in Power, Plunge their Clyents 
into the Mud, with a Ring about their Necks ; So that let them bring up 
what they will, nothing goes down with chem that they ſhall be ever the 
Berrer for. And when they come in Concluſion to Caſt up the Profic and 
Loſs of the Purchaſe, or the Projet ; what berwixt Force, Intereſt, and 


- Good Manners, the Adventurer ſcapes well it he can but ger off ar laſt 


with his Labor for his Pains. 

Ambition, and the Infatiable Thirſt of Mony, Greatneſs, and Glory, 
know no other Bounds of Juſtice or Conſcience, than the Meaſures of a Cor. 
rupt Appetite. Services are paid with Smoak and Fair Words; and there 
goes a World of Unprofitable Ceremony to the Mortifying of an Honeſt 
Man. Promiſes and Proteſtations are only Paſſages of Courſe, and meer 
Expletives ; that in the Conſtruction of Civility, and Good Breeding, 
ſignific no more than | Tour {/umble Servant Sir.) All, in ſhort, that the 
Lon ſays and does, in this Inſtance, is but according to the Prattice of 
Men in Power in a Thouſand other Caſes. R 


F a B. VIIL 


A Wolf and a Crane. 


Wolf had got a Bone in's Throat, and could think of no 
better Inſtrument ro Eaſe him of it, than the Bill of a 
Crane; ſo he went and Treated with a Crane to help him our 
with it, upon Condition of a very conſiderable Reward for his 
pains. The Crane did him the Good Office, and then claim'd 
his Promile, Why how now Impudence! (lays tother) Do you 
put your Head into the Mouth of a Wolf, and then, when yave 
brought it out again ſafe and ſound, do you talk of a Reward? 
Why Sirrah, you have your Head again, and is not that a Sut- 
hcient Recompence ? 


The 


#ſos FABLES. 


The MO RA TL. 


One Good Turn they ſay requires another : But yet He that has to do with 
Wild Beaſts (as ſome Men are No Better) and comes off with a Whole 
Skin, let him Expett No Other Reward. 


REFLEXION. 


TH15S Fable will bear Divers Moralsz as Firſt, That it is but Duc Gra- 
titude to be Thankful to our Preſervers. Secondly, The Crane's Good 
Fortune can hardly Excuſe his Facility. And then the Crane did 1!l again 
to Inſiſt upon a Reward; for a Good Office pays it ſelf ; neither was he 
reaſonably to Expett that fo Perfidious a Creature ſhould keep Touch with 
him. Thirdly, Though the Wolf was to blame for not making Good his 
Promiſe, there is yet in Equity a kind of a Reward, in not Chopping off 
his Head when he had it at Mercy. 

The Caſe of the Crane hcre, is a Caſe of Conſcience; for 'tis a Nice 
Buſineſs ro Determine, how far Wicked Men in their Diſtreſſes May be 
Relievd ; How far they Ought to be Relievd; and to what Degree of 
Loſs, Labor, and Difficulty, a Sober, a Wiſe, and a Good Man may In- 
terpoſe to their Redreſs. He may Give; he may Lend, he may Venture, fo 
far as Generofity and Good Narture ſhall prompt himz provided always 
that he go no farther than the Conſcience of the Cauſe, or of the Aﬀion 
will Warrant him. A Man is at Liberty, 'tis truce, ro do-many Kind and 
Brave Offices, which he is not Bownd ro do: And if the Largeneſs of his 
Heart ſhall carry him beyond the Line of Neceſſary Prudence, we may 
reckon upon it only as a more Illuſtrious Weakneſs, 

Here is a Fiction of One Crane that ſcap'd, that there might not want 
One Inſtance of an Encouragement to a Dangerous Att of Charity: Bur 
this One Inſtance is not yet ſufficient to juſtifie the making a Common 
Praftice of it, upon the ſame Terms. "Tis poſſible for One Blot not to 
be Hic; or to be Over-ſcen perhaps. And fo *tis as poſſible for One 11! 
Man, either not to think of the Miſchict he could do, or to ſlip the Oc- 
caſion of it; but ſuch a Deliverance however, is a Thing to Thank Pro. 
vidence for, without ſtanding upon a Reward for the Service. The Bone in 
the Throat of the Wolf, may bc Underſtood of any fort of Pinch, or Cala- 
mity, either in Body, Liberty, or Fortune. How many do we ſee Daily, 
Gaping and Strugyling with Bones in their Throats, that when they have 
gotten them drawn out, have Attempted the Ruine of their Deliverers! The 
World, in ſhort, is full of Praftices and Examples to Anſwer the Intent 
of this Fable; and there are Thouſands of Conſciences that will be Touch'd 
with the Reading of it, whoſe Names are not written in their Forchcads. 


—— —— 
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A Countryman and a Snake, 


Countryman happen'd in a Hard Winter to ſpy a Snake un- 
der a Hedg, that was half Frozen to Death The Man 
was Good Naturd, and Took it up, and kept it in his Boſom, 
till Warmth brought it co Life again; and fo ſoon as ever ir 
Was 
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was in Condition to do Miſchief, it bir the very Man that favd 
the Life on't. Ah thou Ungrateful Wrerch ! Says he, Is that 
Venomous 111 Nature of thine to be Satisfi'd with nothing leſs 
than the Ruine of thy Prelerver ? 


The MORAL. 


There are Some Meu like Some Snakes; Tis Natural to them to be doing 
Miſchief 5 and the Greater the Benefit on the One fide, the More impla- 
cable is the Malice on the other. 


REFLEXION. 


Hs that takes an Ungrateful Man into his Boſom, is well nigh 
ſure to be Berray'd; and it is no longer Charity, but Folly, to think of 
Obliging the Common Enemies of Mankind, Bur 'tis no New Thing for 
good Nartur'd Mcn to meet with Ungratetul Returns. Wherefore Friend- 
ſhips, Charities, and Kindneſſes, ſhould be well Weigh'd and Examin'd, 
as to the Circumſtances of Time, Place, Manner, Perſon, and Proportion, 
before we Sign and Seal, A Man had much better take a 7yger into his 
Grounds, than a Sake into his Bolom. How many Examples haye we 
ſeen with our own Eyes, of Men chat have been pick'd up and Reliev'd 
out of Starving Neceſſities, without either Spirit, or Strength to do Mil. 
chief, who in requital have afterwards conſpir'd againſt the Life, Honor, 
and Fortune of their Patrons and Redeemers. Did ever any of theſe Hu- 
man Snakes loſe their Venom for lying under ſome Temporary Incapacity 
of Uſing it? Will they be ever the leſs Dangerous and Malicious, when 
Warmth ſhall bring them to themſelves again ;. becauſe they were once 
Frozen and Benumm'd with Cold > The very Credulity Encoutages an 
Abuſe, where the Will ro do Miſchief only waits for the Power, and Op- 
portunity of putting ic in Execution. Facility makes the Innocent a Prey 
ro the Crafty : Wherefore ir is highly neceſſary for che One co know how 
far, and to Whom he Truſts; and tor the Other to underſtand what he is ro 
Truſt to. The Snake, after his Recovery, is the very ſame Snake ſtill, that 
he was at firſt, How many People have we read of in Story, that after 
a Pardon for One Rebellion, have been taken in Another with That ve- 
ry Pardon in their Pockets, ind the Ink ſcarce Dry upon the Parchment 2 
Now all this is no more that: the Proverb in a Fable :. Save a Thiefe from 
the Gallows, and he'll Cut your Throat. | 


+ © Nb 4 


A Lion and an Aſſe, 


N Afſe was ſo Hardy once, as to fall a Mopping and Bray- 

ing ata Lyon. The Lyon began at firſt ro ſhew his Teeth, 
and to Stomack the Aﬀront ; but upon Second Thoughts ; Well ! 
( ſays he ) Jeer on, and be an Alle till. Take notice only by the 
way, that "tis the Baſenels of your Character thar has ſav'd your 
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The Mo KR A L. 


It is below the Dignity of a Great Mind to Entertain Conteſts with "_ 
that have neither Quality nor Courage : Beſide the Folly of Contending 
with a Miſerable Wretch, where the very Competition is a Scandal. 


REFLEXION. 


SE OUNDRELS are apt to be Infolent toward their Superiors ; bur it 
does not yet become a man of Honor and Wiſdom, to Conteſt with Mean 
Ralicals; and to Anſwer Every Fool in his Folly. One Indignity is not to be 
Reveng'd by Another, 

The very Conteſt ſets the Maſter and the Man upon the Same Level; and 
the Lion was in the Right, nor to Caſt away his Diſpleaſure upon an Aſſe, 
where there was only Reputation to be Loſt, and None to be Gorten, The 
very Beaſts of the Forreſt will Riſe up in Judgment againſt ſuch men. Con- 


tempt in ſucha Caſe as This, is the only Honorable Revenge. 
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A City Mouſe and a Country Mouſe, 


Here goes an Old Story of a Country Mouſe that Invited a City- 

Siſter of hers to a Country Collation, where ſhe ſpar'd for 
Nothing that the Place afforded ; as Mouldy Cruſts, Cheeſe-Pa- 
rings, Muſty Oatmeal, Ruſty Bacon, and the like. Now the Gty- 
Dame was (o well bred, as Seemingly to take All in Good Part: But 
yer ar laſt, Siſter ( ſays ſhe, after the Civileſt Faſhion ) why will 
you be Miſerable when you may be Happy ? 'Why will you lie Pi- 
ning, and Pinching your felf in ſuch a Loneſome Starving Courſe 
of Life as This is; when tis but going to Town along with Me ; 
to Enjoy all the Pleaſures, and Plenty chat Your Heart can Wiſh 2 
This was a Tempcation the Country Mouſe was not able to Reſiſt ; 
ſo that away they Trudg'd together, and about Midnight got to 
their Journeys End. The City Mouſe ſhew'd her Friend the Larder, 
the Pantry, the Kitchin, and Other Offices where ſhe laid her Stores ; 
and after Fhis, carry'd her mto the Parlour, where they found, yer 
upon the Table, the Reliques of a Mighty Entertainment of That 
very Night. The City-Mouſe Carv'd her Companion of what ſhe 
lik'd Belt, and ſo tot they fell upon a Velver Couch rogether : The 
Poor Bxmkin that had never (cen, nor beard of ſuch Doings before, 
Bleſs'd her elf at the Change of her Condicion, when (as ill luck 
would have it ) all on a Sudden, the Doors flew open, and incomes 
a Crew ot Roaring Bullies, wich. their Wenches, their Dogs, and 
their Boteles, and put.che Poor Mice to their Wits End, how to ſave 
their Skins. The Stranger Eſpecially, that had never been at This 
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Sport before ; bur ſhe made a Shift however for the prelent, to link 
into a Corner, where ſhe lay Trembling and Paning 'till che 
Company went their Way. So ſoon as ever the Houle was Quier 
again, Well : My Court Siſter, ſays ſhe, If This be the Way of Your 
TowngGamboles, I'll &'en back ro my Cottage, and my Mouldy Cheele 
again ; for I had much rather lie Knabbing of Cruits, without ei- 
ther Fear or Danger, in my Own Little Hole, than be Miſtreſs of 


the Whole World with Perperual Cares and Alarums. 
Ta Mab 4A LL 


The Difference betwixt a Court and a Country Life. The Delights, Innocence, 
and Security of the One, Compar'd with the Anxiety, the Lewdneſs, aud 


the Hazards of the Other. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Deſign of This Fable is to ſet forth the Advantages of a Private 
Life, above Thoſe of a Publick ; which are certainly very Great, it the Blef- 
ſings of Innocence, Security, Meditation, Good Air, Health, and ſound Sleeps, 
without the Rages of Wine, and Luſt, or the Contagion of Idle Examples, 
can make them fo : For Every Thing there, is Natural and Gracious. There's 
the Diverſion of All Hcalthful Exerciſes for the Body; The Entertainment of 
the Place, and of the Rivers, without any Baſe Intereſt ro Corrupr, cither the 
Virtue, or the Peace of our Lives. He that's a Slave in the Town is a kind 
of a Petty Prince in the Country. He loves his —— without Pride, 
and lives in Charity with the Whole World. All that he fees is his Own, 
as to the Dclight of ir, wichout Envying the Proſperity. His Doors are nor 
Troublcd with cither Dunns, or Fools, and he has the Sages of All Times in 
his Cabinet for his Companions. He lives to Himſelf as well as to the 
World, without Brawles or Quarrels, of any fort whatſoever, He ſees No 
Bloody Murdcrs 3 He hears No Blaſphemous Execrations ; He lives tree from 
che Plagues of Jealouſic and Envy : And This is the Lite in fine, that the 
Greateſt, and the Wiſeſt Men in the World, Have, or would have made 
Choice of, if Carcs and Buſineſs had not Hinder'd them from ſo Great a 
Bleſling. 

Tis apainſt Common Juſtice to paſs Sentence without hearing Both ſides: 
And the Only way to come to a True Eſtimate upon the Odds betwixr a 
Publick and a Private Life, is ro Try Both. Virtue is only Glorious in the 
Native Simplicity of it, and while it holds no Communication with Intereſt, 
Fancy, Senle, or Ornament: Wherefore Zſop has done Wilely to caſt tha 
Iſſue of the Queſtion upon the Experiment, Far from Jupiter ( lays the 
Adage ) far from the Thunder, What ſignifies the Splendor, and the Luxury 
of Courts, conſidering the Slaviſh Artendances, the Invidious Competitions, 
and the Mortal Difappointments that goalong with it. The Frowns of Princes, 
and the Envy of thoſe that Judge by Hearſay, or Appearancez without ei- 
ther Reaſon,or Truth! To ſay nothing of the Innumerable Temptations, Vices, 
and Exceſlcs, of a Life of Pemp, and Pleaſure. Let a man bur fer the Pleaſ- 
ing ot his Palate againſt the Surfeits of Glutrony and Exceſs, The Starving 
of his Mind againſt a Pamper'd Carcals ; The Reſtleſs Importunities of 
Tale-bearers and Back Friends, againſt Fair Words and Profeſſions only _ 
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the Teeth outward : Let him, I fay, but fer the One in Ballance againſt che 
Other, and he ſhall find himſelt Miſerable, even in the very Glurte of his 
Delights To fay All in a Word ; Let him but fer the Comtorrs of a Lite 
ſpent in Noiſe, Formality. and Tumulrt, againſt the Bleflings of a Retreat with 
Competency and Freedom, and then Caſt up his Account. 

What Man then, that is not ſtark Mad, will Voluntarily Expoſe himſclt 
to the Imperious Brow-beatings and Scorns of Great Men! to have a Dagger 
ſtruck to his Heart in an Embrace; To be torn to picces by Calumny, nay 
to bc a Knave in his own Defence ! for the Honeſter the Worle, in a Vicious 
Age, and where 'tis a Crime nor to be like the Company. Men of thac 
CharaCter are not to be Read, and Underſtood by their Words, bur by their 
latereſts; their Promiſes and Proteſtations are no longer Binding than while 
they are Profitable. But Baxdoin has done fo well upon this Fable, char 
there needs no more to be ſaid to'r. 
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A Crow and a Muſcle. 


Here was one of Your Royſton-Crows, that lay Bartering upon 

a Muſcle, and could not for his Blood break the Shell to 

come at the Fiſh. A Carrion-Crow, in this Interim, comes up, and 
tells him, that what he could not do by Force, he might do by Stra- 
tagem. Take this Muſcle up into the Air, ſays the Crow, as High 
as you can carry it, and then Jer him fall upon that Rock there ; His 


Own Weight, You ſhall ſee, ſhall break him. The Royſtoner took 
his Advice, and it ſucceeded accordingly ; but while the One was 
upon Wing, the Other ſtood Lurching upon the Ground, and flew 


away With the Fiſh. 
The Mo R AL. 


Charity begins at Home, they ſay; and moſt People are kind to their Neigh. 
bours for their Own ſakes. 


REFLEXION, 


I T is no longer an Amity of Virtue, but of Deſign, when we ſeek our 
Own Intereſt, under Colour of obliging Others; and men of Frankneſs 
and Simplicity, are the moſt cafily Impos'd upon, where they have Craft 
and Treachery to deal withal, The Impoſture, in Truth, can hardly Mif- 
carry, where there isa full Confidence on the One ſide, and a Plauſible Ad- 
dreſs and Diſpoſition on the Other; Wherefore 'cis good to be Wary, bur ſo 
as not to be Inexorable, where there is but any place for Charity ir ſelf ro 
hope for better things ; Not but that a Supine, Credulous Facility expoſes a 
man to be both a Prey, and a Laughing ſtock, at once. *'Tis not for us to 
judg of the good Faith of mens Intentions, bur by the Light we receive from 
their Works, We may ſetup this for a Rule however, that where the Ad- 
viſer is to be evidently the Better for the Council, and the Adviſed, in Mani- 
feſt Danger to be the worſe for't, there's no Medling. The Crow's Counſel 
was good enough in itſelf; but ir was given with a fraudulent Intention. 

FAB. 
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A For and a Raven, 
Certain Fox ſpy'd out a Raven upon a Tree with a Morſel 


in his mouth, that ſer his Chops a watering ; but how to 
come at it was the Queſtion. Ah thou Blefled Bird! (fays he ) the 
Delight of Gods, and of Men ! and (o he lays himſelf forth upon 
the Gracefulneſs of the Ravens Perſon, and the Beauty of his Plumes; 
His Admirable Gift of Augury, &c. And now, lays the Fox, It chou 
hadſt but a Voice anſwerable to the reſt of thy Excellent Qual;nes, 
the Sun in the Firmament could not ſhew the World ſuch Another 
Creature. This Nauſeous Flattery ſets the Raven immediately a 
Gaping as Wide as ever he could ſtretch, to give the Fox a taſte of 
his Pipe; but upon the Opening of his Mouth, he drops his Break- 
faſt, wiich the Fox preſently Chopt up, and then bad him remem- 
ber, that whatever he had ſaid of his Beauty, he had ſpoken Nothing 


yet of his Brains. 


p:  & — 7 3 0 3 


There's hardly any man Living that may net be wrought upon more or leſs by 
Flattery : For we do all of us Naturally Overween in our Own Favour : But 
when it comes to be Apply'd once to a Vain Fool, it makes him forty times 
an Arranter Sot than he was before. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1S Fable ſhews us the Danger and the Nature of Flattery. Ir calls Good 
Things by Ill Names, and Ill by Good ; bur it will never be out of Credit, 
lo long as there are Knaves to Give it, and Fools to Take ir. It is never 
more Pernicious than in the Courts of Great Princes, becauſe a good deal of t: 
it looks like Duty as in private Caſes, it carries a face of Friendſhip. The 
way to Riſe is to Pleaſe, and whatever is gotten by'r, comes by Treachery. 
'Tis a Delign that endangers both Body, Soul, and Eſtate; and nor One Man 
of a Million that's Proot againſt ir. But Great and Good Men will rather 
look tor their Character in the Writings and Precepts of the Philoſophers, 
chan in the /yperboles of their Flatterers. For they know very well chat Wiſe 
Books arc the Only True Friends. 

There's a Fawning, Crafty Knave, and a Vain, Eafie Fool, well met, in 
this Fable of the Fox and the Raven; which is no more at laſt, than One 
ſort of Ralcal Cajoling Another; And then to ſhew us, both that Impudence 
will ſtick at Nothing, and that a Self-Conceited Fop will ſwallow Any thing, 
the Raven's Beauty forſooth, and his Voice are the 7opiques, that Reynard 
has made choice of co Dilate upon. The two main Ends of Flattery, are Profit, 
or Safety, though there are many others too thar are leſs Principal ; but in 
ſome reſpeCt or other, Reducible to theſe Heads. The One is too Merce- 
nary, and the Other too Servile, for a man of Worth. Thereare alſo ſeveral 
forts and degrees of it under this Diviſion ; and divers ways of Addreſsand 
Application, But Flattery is Flattery ſtill, and the Moral extends to All. 
'Tis 
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'Tis in it ſelf an Unmanly, Slaviſh Vice; bur it is much Worle yer tor the 
Alliance it has ro Hypocrifie : for while we make other pcopic think Better 
of thcmſclyes than they Deſerve, we make them think Better ot Us too than 
We Deſerve : For Selt-love and Vanity on the One hand, Ailitts the Falicnels 
and the Conſidence on the Other, while it ſerves ro confirm weak Minds in 
the Opinion they had of Themſelves before ; and makes them Parties, ctte- 
ftually, in aConſpiracy, to their Own Ruin. The Mcaſiires, and the Artifices 
of it are Many, and in divers Caſes fo like Sinccrity, that what b<twixt Cu- 
ſtom,and the Nature of the Thing, it looks, in truth, like a Virtuc,and a Duty 
that is to ſay, where it is ſo manag'd, as to be rather Inſtructive chan puſhing 
up. Asfor Example, for a body to ſay, | This or That was Wiſely foreſeen, ] 
Or [ Tou intend, I preſume, to go This or That Way to Work: ] and the like. 
Such an Inſinuation as this is, carries the Force in it ot a Tacite, and a prudent 
Advice 3 for it both ſerves ro point out the Reaſon of the thing, and it pre- 
ſerves the Decency of that Reſpe& which ought to go along with ir, "Tis 
a good Hint, the very ſuggeſting of fuch or tuch a FPrecaution, though the 
conſideration perhaps never came near the r' others Thought, Bur there is 
a certain Habitual Meanneſs of Soul, which has ſo far prevaild in the World, 
that Common Civility is no leſs Tainted by Courſe and Cultom, than Fricnd- 
ſhip and Converſation is by Corruption. 

Ic is the Paraſites ACt to caſt himſelf into all Shapes that may fort with 
the Figure of his Patron, in what Poſt, Fun&tion, or Adminiſtration ſoever ; 
and to frame the Air and Countenance of his Words, Looks, and Actions ac- 
cordingly, with a ceſpe&t ro his Power, Wiſdom, Conduct, Bravery, Genero- 
ſity, Juſtice, or what other Subjett he thinks fir ro treat upon, So that ler 
him be never ſo Perfidious, Shallow, Raſh, Timorous, Envious, Malicious, 
Proud, Covetous, &c. a Little Court Holy-Water Waſhes oft all Stains. And 
what is this upon the Main now, but an Exchange of Air tor Subſtance, and 
parting with All chat either is, or ought ro be Dear to us, for a Song, The 
Flatrerer, firſt Counſels his Patron to his Loſs; and then betrays him into the 
making himſelt Ridiculousz as what can be more fo, than tor a Raven to 
Value Himſelf upon his Croaking, or an 4ſſe upon his Braying? The only 
Benefit,or Good of Flattery is this 3 that by Hearing what we are Not; we 
may be Inſtrudted what we Osghr to be. 
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F a B. XIV. 


An £Dld Lion. 


Lion that in the Days of his Youth and Strength, had been 

very Outrageous and Cruel, came in the end to be Reduced 
by Old Age, and Infirmity, to the laſt Degree of Miſery, and Con- 
tempt : Infomuch that All the Beaſts of the Forreſt ; ſome our of 
Inſolence, others in Revenge, ſome in fine, upon One Pretence, ſome 
upon Another, fell upon him by Conſent, He was a Milerable 
Creature to all Intents and Purpoſes ; but Nothing went ſo near che 
Heart of him in his Diſtrels,as ro find himſelf Batterd by che Heel of 
an Aſſe, , 


— _ 
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The MoR AL 


A Prince that does not ſeture Friends to Fi1mſelf while he is in Power and 
Condition to oblige them, muſt never expett to find Friends, when he is 
Old and Impotent, and no longer Able to do them any Good. If he Governs 
Tyramnically in his Touth, he will be ſure to be Treated Contemptuouſly 
in bis Age; and the Baſer his Enemies are, the more Inſolent, and Intol- 
lerable will be the Afﬀront. 


REFLEXION. 


This may ſerve for a Leſſon to men in Power, that they Treaſure up Friends 
in their Proſperity, againſt a time of Need z tor He that does nor Secure him- 
ſelf of a ſtock of Repuration in his Greatneſs, ſhall moſt Certainly fall Un- 
pity'd in his Adverſity : And the Baſer his Enemies are, the more inſupport. 
able is the Inſolence, and the forwarder will they be ro Trample upon him. 

The Cale of this Miſerable O/4 Lion may ſerve to put Great Men in mind, 
that the Wheele of Time, and of Fortune is ſtill Rolling, and that they them- 
ſelves are to lie down art laſt in the Grave with Common Duſt : And with- 
out any thing to ſupport them in cheir Age, but the Reputation, Virrue and 
Conſcience of a well ſpent Youth. Nay Age itſelf, is well-nigh ſufficient ro 

ace every Letter and Action in the Hiſtoty of a Meritorious Life. For 
Old Services are Bury'd under the Ruines of an Old Carcaſs : But there are 
None yer char fall ſo Unpity'd; fo Juſt, ſo Neceſſary, and fo Grateful a Sa- 
crifice ro the Rage and Scorn of the common People, as thoſe that have 
rais'd themſelves upon the Spoiles of the Publick : Eſpecially when chat Ops 
preſiion is Aggravated with a Wanton Cruelty, and with Blood and Rapine, 
for the very love of Wickedneſs. Ir is a kind of Arrogance, in ſuch a caſe, 
to be Honeſt, where 'tis both a Faſhion, and a Credit to be Other. 

The Lon is here upon his Death-Bed; Nor a Friend left him, nor ſo much 
as an Enemy, with cither Fangs or Claws, that does not ſtand Gaping and 
Waiting for a Collop of hini. Hete he lies, Faine, Poor, and Defencelels, un- 
der the Judgment of Divine Vengeance, and the Animadverſion of Humane 
oxy both at once; ſtung in hs own Thoughts with the Guilty Remem- 

rance of the Pride and Riot of his Youth, Abandon'd and Deſpis'd, by the 
Righreous Reraliation of Heaven ir ſelf: All his Sins, as well as all his Ad- 
verſarics ; his Frauds, and Crauecſtiesz Broken Vows, Promiſes and ContraQs, 
his Tyranny and Hypocrifie, and the Iniquity, in fine, of All his Councels, 
and Practices for the Ruine of the Guilelefs flying in the face of him. 


F an: XV, 
3 An Ale and a Whelp. 


Gentleman had got a Favourite-Spaniel, that would be ftill 
A Toying, and Leaping upon him, Licking his Cheeks, 
and playing a Thouſand pretty Gambles, which the Maſter was 
well enough pleasd withall, This Wanton Humour ſucceeded fo 
well wich che Puppy, that an Afſe in the Houſe would needs go the 


(ame 


16 #ſos FABLES. 


—_— — OT00— — ————_—— — ——_ —_—_—_— 


ſame Gameſom Way to Work, to Curry favour for Himlelf too ; 
bur he was quickly given to Underſtand, with a Good Cudgel, the 
Difference berwixt the One Play-Fellow and the Other. 


MORA L 


People that live by Example, ſhould do well to look very Narrowly into the 

k Force and Authority of the Preſident, without Saying, or Doing Things at a 

" Venture : for thar may Become One Man, which would be Abſoimtely Into- 
mY lerable in Another, under Differing Circumſtances. 


g'th REFLEXION, 


"* ; Under the Allegory of the A4ſſe, is Inſinuated the Licenſe of a Bufoor, 
Cf? 1.1 There's Miſchict and Seandal in the very Sport, and Humour of it. There 
14868; arc ſome men that ſeem to have Brutal Minds wrapt up in Humane Shapes, 
hi 4%, Their very Careſles are Rude and Importune, and with £ſops Aſſe here, 
F . 
Gt their very Complements deſerve a Correction, rather than an Encouragement, 
«+ or a Reward. 
{> All Creatures have ſomewhat in them peculiar co their Several Species ; 
I and that Prattice is till the Beſt which is moſt Conſonant to the Nature of 
| chem, by a Common Inſtint. The Fawnings of an Aſſe are as Unnatural as 
the Brayings would be of a Dog, and a man would as ſoon Chuſe him for his 
Bed fellow as for his Play fellow. He that follows Nature is never out of 
his Way ; and that which is Beſt for every Man,is Fitreſt for hum too. He does 
it with Eaſe and Succeſs, whereas all Imication 1s Putrd, and Servilc. 


Tas INL 


A Lion and a Mouſe. 


Pon the Roaring of a Bealt in the Wood, a Mouſe ran pre- 

ſently out to ſee what News: and what was it, but a Lion 
Hamper'din a Net! This Accident brought to her mind, how that 
ſhe her ſelf, but ſome few Days before, had falln under the Paw 
of a Certain Generous Lion, that let her go again. Upon a Strict 
Enquiry into the Matter, ſhe found This to be That very Lion; 
and fo fer her ſelf preſently ro Work upon the Couplings of the 
Net, Gnaw'd the Threds to pieces, and in Gratitude Deliver'd her 


Prelerver. 
= Wok 4&4 DL: 


Without Good Nature, and Gratitude, Men had as good live in a Wilderneſs 
45 in a Siciety. . There is no Subjet ſo Inconſiderable, but his Prince, at 
ſome time or Other, may have Occaſion for him, and it holds through the 
Whole Scale of the Creation, that the Great and the Little have Need one 
of Another. 
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REFLEXION, 


Tacre is Nothino ſo Little, but Greatneſs may come to Stand in need 
on't, and therefore Prudence and Diſcretion ought to have'a place in Cle- 

mency, as well as in Picty and Juſtice. 'Tis Doing as we would be done by : 

and the Obligation is yet Stronger, when there is Gratitude, as well as Ho- 

nour and Good Naturc in the Caſc. The Generoliry ot the Liow, and the 
Gratitude ot the Mouſe ; The Power, the Digniry, and the Eminence of the 

One, and the Mcannels of the Other; do all Concur to the making of this 
a very lnſtructive Fable. Who would have thought that Providence 

ſhou!d ever have lay'd the Lite of a Lon art thie Mercy of a Mouſe £ Burt the 
Diviac Wildom that brings the Greateſt Ends to paſs by the molt Deſpicable 
Mcans, Orders the Reward of Virtue, and the puniſhment of Vice, by 
Ways only known to it felt, in token of an Approbation of the One, and 
a Dillike of the Other. 

Here's a Recommendation of Clemency and Wiſdom,Both in One 3 for the 
Lion, 1n {paring the Late of the Mouſe, fav'd his Own ; and has lett us in this 
Fable, an Inſtance ot a Gratctul Beaſt, that will ſtand upon Record to the 
Contuſien of many an Ungratctul Man that is to fay, againſt thoſe that 
in ch-1r Proſperity torget the Friends, that to their Loſs and Hazard, ſtood by 
and fuccour'd them 1n their Adverfity. This is a Sin of fo odious and Dan- 
verous an Example, that it puts even Picty, and Gratitude it felt our of 
Countenance. And then the Tenderncſs on the other fide, is Matter of In- 
tercelt, and ordinary Prudence, as well asof Virruc. It this Lion had kill'd 
the Mouſe. what would the other Mice have faid or Done afterward, when 
they ſhould have tound the fame Z7on in the Toil? | Have a care Good 
Pevples tor this 18 He that killed our Siſter, and we cannot fave His Life, 
without H izarding our Own. It the Huntſmen Kill Him, we arc ſure He'll 
never Kill Us; Betide that we ſhall have one Enemy the fewer ftor't, 
when he's gone. ] Now the Rcafſon of /Eſops Mouſe here, works quite Ano- 
ther way, This Ln, (lays he) gave Me my Litc, when he had it at 
Mercy , and it 15 now My Turn, and Duty, todo what I can to preſerve His. 
No Flcth, in fine, can be fo Great, as not to tremble under the Force and 
Conlcquences ot this Preſident. 
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F a B. XVIL 
A Sick Kite and her Mother. 


Ray Mother ( ſays a Sick Kite) Give over theſe Idle La- 

mentarions, and ler Me rather have your Prayers. Alas! 

my Child, ( ſays the Dam ) which of the Gods ſhall I go to, for a 
Wretch that has Robbd All their Altars ? 


— — —_ —_ — 
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Nothing but the Conſcience of a Virtuous Life, can make Death Fafie to us ; 
Wherefore there's No Truſting to the Diſtraition of an Agonizing, and a 
Death-bed Repentance. 


THE 
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| THE /2c's Death-beil Devotion and Repentance works like the Charity 
s and Picty of a great many Penitents we meet with in the World ; that at 
"IS cr the Robbing ot Temples, the prophaning of Altars, and other Violences 
39K of Rapine and Oppreſſion, Build an Hotpital perhaps, or ſome Little Alms. 
4 Houle, cut of the Ruines of the Church, and the ipoils of Widows and Or- 
Þ pl11nsz put up a Bill tor the Praycrs of the Convregation: Wipe the: 
62101 Mouths, and All's weil again, Bur 'tis not for a W:ckecd Lite to truit ro 
+, Fi] the Hazzards ot an Uncertain State, and Diſpoſition ar the port of Death, 
When Men come to that Laſt Exrremity once, by Lanouor, Pain, or Sick 

ncis; and to lic Agonizing betwixt Hcaven and He!tl, under the llroke cr 


& 4 
? 6 ther of a Divine Judgment, or oft Human Frailty, They arc not commonly 
$f ſolenfible of their Wickednels,or fo EftcHtually rouch'd with the remorle ot a 
y ; F [: truc Revemance, as they arc Diſtracted with the terrors of Dcath, and the 
+; 44 Dark Vitionary Apprehenſions of what's to come. People 1n that Condi 
\ [oe ton Co but d:icharge themſelves of Burdentom R<thextons, as they do of 
F-, the Cargo ct a Ship at Sca that has ſprung a Leak: Every thing 1s done 

q' 14 4F 11 a Hurry, and men only part with their Sins in the one Cale, as they dv 
| . % with their Goods in the otticr; to Fiſh chem up again, lo ſoon as the ſtorm 15 


ever. Grace mult be very ſtrong in theſe Cortlicts, wholly ro Vanquith 
the weaknetics ot Diftrciſed Nature. That certainly 15 none ot the time 
ro make Choice ot tor the Great Work ot rceconcilin? our fcives to Heaven, 


Mind : And the Man is woric than Mad that Venturcs his Salvation upon 
that Deſperate Ililue, We have abundance ot theſe Sick Artes in the World, 
that aitcr a Sacrilegicus Lite, ſpent in the Robbing of the Church, would 
v1llinely be thouvhc to Dic ta the Boſlom of 1t. 


Fas. XVIII. 
A SWallow and other 251rrds, 


| Here was a Country Fellow at work a Sowing his Grounds, 
and a Swallow ( being a Bird famous for Providence and 

Foreſight ) call'd a company of Little Birds about her, and bad 

em take Good Notice what that Fellow was a doing. You muſt 

know ( ſays the Swallow ) that all the Fowlers Nets and Snares are 

made of Hemp, or Klax ; and that's the Seed that he is now a Sow- 

ing. Pick it up in time tor fear of what may come on't. In ſhorr, 

they pur it off, till it took Root; and then again, rill it was ſprung 

up into the Blade. Upon this, the Swatlow told 'em once tor All, 


{: | that 1t was not yer too Late to prevent the Milchict, it taey would 

8: 4 bur beſtir themlelves, and fer Heartily abour it; but hnding that 

34 - Th no Heed was given to what ſhe ſaid ; She cen bad adieu to her old 

BS } Companions in the Woods, and ſo berook her ſclt ro a City Lite, 

0; and 
1 


when we are divided, and confounded betwixt an Anguith of Body, and of 
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and to the Converſation of Men. This Flax and Hemp came iri 
time to be Gather'd, and Wrought, and it was this Swallows For- 
rune to ſee Several of the very ſame Birds that ſhe had forewarn'd, 
taken in Nets, made of the very Stuff ſhe told them off, They 


came art laſt to be Senſible of the folly of {lpping their Opportu- 
nity ; but they were Loſt beyond All Redemprion firſt. 


Tan MA a4 k 


Wiſe Men read Fffetts in their Cauſes, but Fools will not Believe them till 
'tis too late to prevent the Miſchief. Delay in theſe Caſes is Mortal. 


REFLEALTION. 


MAaNy and Many a time has this been our own Caſe, both publick 
and private, when we would nor Believe the Danger of things 'rill the E- 
vil was come upon us: But Good Council is caſt away, upon the Arro- 
gant, the Self-conccitcd, or the [tupid, who are cither roo Proud to rake it, 
or too Heavy to Underſtand it. 

The Sowing of Hemp-ſeed, and of Plot ſeed is much atone. The Deſign, 
and the End arc Deſtruction, Both Alike. The Swallow propoſes the Pre- 
venting of ill Conſequences in their Cauſes, and Obviating the Miſchief Be- 
times: Bur thar Counſel is cicher thrown oft with a Raillery, or not mind- 
ed at all : Governours would have enough to do, they Cry, to trouble their 
Heads with the Politiques of every Medling Officions Impertinent. Well! It takes 
Roor ; ſhews irlelt in the Blade, Advances, and Ripens: And ſtill the Swal- 
low is but the ſame Fool over again, for continuing the ſame Advice. The 
Hemp comes at laſt to be pluckt-up, Pill'd, Dreſs'd, and Spun ; The Nets 
and Snares made and laid ; and yet all this while che Birds could never find 
a time to Bethink themſelves, till they came to be Hamper'd, and Ruined 
paſt Recovery. _ 

Whar is all this but a perfect Emblem of the Method of Deſtroying King- 
doms and Star. Cautions, or the common Ways of Anticipating, or De- 
feating Confgfracics, arc below the Wiſdom of men of Intrigue, and Cabal ; 
till at laſt, a Faftion comes to be too hard for the Government. Now whe- 
ther this betals a Kingdom by Envy, Ignorance, Conſpiracy, Treachery, or 
Prcſumption, it comes all to a caſe, ſo long as it does the Work. It is the 
Bane ot Society, and in truth, even of particular Perſons too, when be- 
twixt Lazineſs and Neglect, men flip all the Opportunities, with the Birds 
here in the Fable, of a Sate, and of a Happy Lite. 


F aA B. XLIX. 
The Frogs Chuſe a King, 


N the days of Old, when the Frogs were All ar liberty in the 
Lakes, and grown quite Weary of living without Government, 


they Petitiond Jupiter for a King, to the End that there might be 
D 2 {ome 
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ſome Diſtintion of Good and Evil , by Certain Equitable 
Rules and Methods of Reward and Puniſhment. Jupiter, that 
knew the Vanity of their Hearts, threw them down a L 
for their Governour; which, upon the firſt Daſh, frighted che 
whole Mobile of them into the Mudd for the very tear on', 
This Panick Terror kept chem in Awe for a while, 'll in good 
time, one Frog, Bolder than the Relt, pur up his Head, and look'd 
abour him, to {ce how ſquares went with their New King. Upon 
This, hecalls his Fellow-Subjects roger'icr ; Opens the cruth ot che 
Caſe; and Nothing would lerve them tiica, bur Riding a-top of 
him, Inſomuch that the Dread they were in betore, is now turn'd 
into [nſolence, and Tumulet. This King they faid was too Tame 
for them, and Jupiter muſt needs be Entreated to ſend 'em Ano-" 
ther: Hedid ſo, but Authors are Divided upon it, whether 'twas 
a Stork, or a Serpent ; though whether of the T'wo loever it was, 
he lefe them neither Liberty, nor Property, bur made a Prey of 
his Subjects. Such was their Condition in fine, that they fenc 
Mercury to Jupiter yet once again for Another Kmg, whole An(wer 
was This: They that will not be Contented when they are Well, muſt be 
Patient when Things are Amiſs with them; and People had berter Reſt 
where they are, than go farther, and fare Worle. 


a Mo RA4kLb. 


The Mobile are Uneaſie without a Ruler: They are as Reſtleſs with one; 
and the oftw'er they ſhift, the Worſe they Are 5 So that Government, or 
Nb Governments a King of God's Making, or of the Peoples, or none at 
all; the Multitude are never to be ſatisfied. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1s Fable, under the Emblem of che Frogs, ſets forth the Murmuring, 
and the Unſteadinels of the Common Pcople; that in a Statc of Liberr 
will have a King: They do not like him when they have him, and ſo 
Change again, and grow Sicker of the Next, than they were of the Former. 
Now the Bus'neſs is only this : They are never fatisfy'd with their preſent 
Condition ; but their Governors arc {till either too Dull, or too Rigid, 
'Tis a Madneſs for him that's Free, to put himlelt into a ſtate of Bondage, 
and rather than bear a Lels Mistortune to Hazzard a Greater, 

This Alluſion of the Frogs runs upon All Four ( as they fay ) in the 
Reſcmblance of the Multitude, both for the Humour , the Murmur, the 
Importunity, and the ſubjzeA-Matrer of the Petition. Redreſs of Grie- 
vances is the Queſtion, and the Devil of it is, that the Petitioners are never to 
be pleas'd. In one Fit they cannot be Without Government : In Another they 
cannot bear the Toak on't, They find Abſolute Freedom to be a Dirc&h 
Stare of War z for where there's no Means of cither preventing Strife, or 
Ending it, the Weaker are ſtill a Prey ro the Stronger. One King is too 
Seft, and Eafie for them; Another too Fierce ! And then a Third Change 

would 
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would do Bercer they think. Now 'a«s Impollible to f{urisfie pcople thc 
would have they know not what. They Beg and Wrangle, and Appeal, 
and their Antwer 1s at laſt, thar if they thitr again, rhey ſhall be ſtill Works ; 
By which, the Frogs arc given to Underſtand the very truch of the Martcr, 
as we find itin the World, both in the Narure, and Reaſon of the Thing, 
and in Policy, and Religion 3 which is, That Xngs are from God, and that it 
is a S1n, a Folly, and a Madneſs, to ftrugyle with his Appointments. 


| F Y Re + 4 
The Kite, Hawk, and Pigeons. 


H E Pigeons finding themſelves Perſecuted by the Kite, made 
Choice of the Hawk for their Guardian, The Hawk ers 
up tor their Protector; but under Countenance of That Authori- 
, makes more Havock in the Dove-Houſe in "Two Days, than 

x & Kite could have done in Twice as many Months. 


The Mo K A L. 
'Tis a Dangerous Thing for People to call in a Powerful and an Ambitious 
man for their Protetlor;, and upon the Clamour of here and there a Pri. 
vate perſon, to hazard the Whole Community, 


REFLEXIO NN. 


| T is Highly Dangerous, and Imprudent, for a People in War to eall 
in an Enemy-Prince to their Defence. There's no Truſting a Perfidious 
Man, no: any Enmity like the Pretended ProteQtion of a Treacherous 
Fricnd. 

There is no Living in this World without Inconveniences, and therefore 
Pcople ſhould have the Wir, or the Honeſty, to rake up with the Leaſt, 
and to bcar the Lot, which is not to be Avoided, with Honour, and Pa- 
tience, How many Experiments have been made in the Memory of Man, 
both in Religion, and in State, ro mend Matters, upon pretence that they 
were Zneaſje, by making them Fntolerable, And whence is This, but from 
a Miſtaken Opinion of the Preſent, and as Falſe a Judgment of the Furure! 
And all for want of Rightly Underſtanding the Nature and the Condition 
of Things, and for want of Foreſight into Events. Burt we are Mad upon 
Variety, and fo Sick of the Preſent, (how much ſfoever Wirchour, or Againſt 
Reaſon) that we Abandon the Wiſdom, and the Providence of Heaven, 
and Fly from the Grievances of God's Appointment, to Blind Chance for a 
Remedy. This Fable in One Word was never more Exattly Moralized 
than in our Broils of Famous Memory. 

The Kite was the Evil Counſellour z The Free-Born People that Com- 
plain'd of them were the Pigeons; The Hawk was the Power or Authority 
that they Appeal'd to for Proteftion. And what did all this come to at Laſt? 
The very G#ardians that took upon them to Reſcue the Pigeons from the 
Kite, deſtroy'd the Whole Dove- Houſe, deyour'd the Birds, and ſhar'd the 
Spoil among Themſelves, þ 

AB. 


ZEſop's F A B L E S. 


FasB. XXL 
A Dog and a Thief, 


S a Gang of Thieves were at work to Rob a Houle, a Maſtiff 

rook the Alarum, and fell a Baying : One of the Compa- 
ny {poke him Fair, and would have = his Mouth with a Cruſt : 
No, ſays the Dog, This will nor do, for Several Reaſons. Firſt, 
[']l take no Bribes to Betray my Maſter. Secondly, I am not ſuch 
2 Fool neither, as to ſell the Eaſe and Liberty of my Whole Life 
ro come, for a piece of Bread in Hand : For when you have Rifled 


my Maſter; pray who ſhall Maintain Me ? 
The Mo KR A L. 


Fair Words, Preſents, and Flatteries are the Methods of Treachery in 
Courts as well as in Cottages, only the Dogs are Truer to their Maſters 
than the Mex. 


REFLEXION. 


WHEN Ill Men take up a Fit of Kindneſs all on a ſudden, and ap- 
pear to be Better Natur'd than Uſual, *tis Good Diſcretion to ſuſpect Fraud, 
and to lay their Words, and their PraCtices together : The Greater the 
Truſt, the Greater is the Treachery, and the Baſer is the Villany too. This 
Moral reaches to All forts of Truſtees whatſoever, 

It were well if All 7wo-Footed Servants were but as Faithful to their 
Maſters as This Four-Legg'd Animal. A Loat of Bread was as much to 
Him as a Bag of Gaineas to a Great- Officer; And why ſhould not che One 
make as much Conſcience of Betraying his Patron for Gold, as the O- 
ther of doing it for a Cruſt Beſide the Right Reaſoning of the Dog up- 
pon the Conſequence of Things. If 7 take Tour Bread, (lays he ) Tow'll 
Rob My Maſter. But in the Other caſe ir is not ſo much a Deliberation of 
what will follow upon't, as a kind of Tacit Compoſition, that docs as good 
as fay [_ For ſo much Mony I'll ſhut my Eyes, and let Tou Reb my Maſter, ] 
Here's an Emblem now, of the Foreſight, Fidelity, and Duty of a Truſty 
Servant, on the One hand, and of the Flattery, Arts and PraCticcs that 
are Employ'd by Evil Men to Corrupt him on the Other. 

Under the figure of This Faithful Truſty Servant 3 is Couch'd a Lefture 
to All men of Buſineſs; let them be Councellors, Confidents, Favourites, 
Officers, Soldiers, Traders, or what you will. For there are Good and 
Bad of All Kinds and Profeſſions. So that eA/op's Dog is a Reproach to 
Falſe Men. Publick Perſons have their ways of Temptation, and Addreſs, 
as well as Private. And He that ſuffers a Government to be Abus'd by 
Careleſneſs, or Negle&, does the Same thing, with Him that Maliciouſly 
and Corruptly ſets himſelf ro Cozen it. This holds as well roo in the Pri- 
vate Caſe of being either Principal or Acceſſory ro the Robbing of a Houſe; 
Only the Former, is a Treachery of a Deeper Dye. Thereare Loaves at the 
Gares of Courts and Palaces, as well as at the Door of a Cottage ; and to 
Encourage the Abuſe, there are a Thouſand Quirks to ayoid the Stroke of 

the 
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the Law, though None to Avoid the Guilt of the Sin. There needs no 
Contra&t Expreſs 3 No Explicit Confederacy z tor the Conſent, and the Af. 
fiſtance is Imply'd in receiving the Preſent ; Or according to the Word in 
Fathion, the [ Acknowledament : ] which is only a Softer Name for a 
B-i/z, Now this Acknow/edgment 1s of the Nature of a Dirett Bargain, 
where the Sum, or the Reward 1s agreed upon betore the Thing be done; 
though there's room yet tor a Diſtin&tion, even in Theſe Caſes, berwixt 
what's done Openly and Barctac'd, and a Thing that's done in Hugger mug- 
ger, under a Scal of Secrecy and Concealment, Bur the Conſcience at laſt 
15 the Beſt Judg of the Fraud. And without any more Words, the Doz in 
the Fable pertorm'd All the Parts of a 7 ruſty Servant. 


———s 


F 4 B. 2K 
A Wolf and a Sow, 


Wolt came to a Sow that was jult lying down, and very 
kindly offer'd to take care of her Litter. The Sow as Ci- 
vily chank'd her for her Love, and defir'd ſhe would be pleas'd 
to ſtand off a little, and do her the Good Office at a Diſtance. 


DC OTC —_—_— m__ = — 


The MOR A L. 


There are no Snares ſo Dangerous as thoſe that are laid for us under the 
N ime of Good O/ices. 


KREFLEXION. 


ALL Men arc not to be Bzlicv'd, or Truſted in All Cafes; for People 
Generally Speaking are kind to their Neighbours tor their Own Sakes. 
| Timeo Danaos, © Dona ferentes ] A Wile Man will keep himſelf upon 
his Guard againſt the whole World, and more Eſpecially againit a Known 
Encmy, but moſt of All againſt that Enemy in the Shape of a Friend. As 
the Sew had morc Wit than to Entertain a Wolf tor her Nurſe. 


ET an XS 
A Mountain in Labour. 


Hen Mountains cry out, people may well be Ex- 

cus'd the Apprehenſion of lome Prodigious Birth. 

This was the Cale here in the Fable. The Neighbourhood were 

All at their Wits end, to conſ{ider what would be che Iflue of That 

Labour, and inſtead of the Dreadful Monſter that they Expect- 
ed, Our comes at laſt a Ridiculous Movſe. 


The 
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The MORAL. 
Much ado about Nothing. 
REFL EXION. 


WHAT arc All the Extravagant Attemprs and Enterprizes of Vain Men 
in the World, but Morals, more or lels of This Fable? What are Mighty 
Pretences, without Conſideration, or Effe&, bur the Vapours of a Diſtem- 
per , that like Sickly Dreams, have neither Iſſue nor Connexion * And the 
Diſappointment is not All neither; for men make themſelves Ridiculous, 
inſtead of Terrible, when this 7 ympany ſhall come to End in a Blaſt : and a 
Mountain to bring forth a Mouſe. 


— — — 


Sim XAXIV. 
An Uſle and an Ungrateful Maſter. 


Poor Afſe, that what with Age, Labour, and Hard Bur- 

dens, was now worn out to the Stumps in the Service of 
an Unmerciful Maſter, had the Ill Hap one day to make a Falſe 
Step, and to fall down under his Load. His Driver runs up to 
him Immediately, and Bears him almoſt ro Death for't. This 
( ſays the 4ſſe to himlelf) is according to the Courle of the Un- 
grateful World, One Caliual Slip is enough to Weigh down the 


| | Ap. 
Faithful and AﬀeCtionate Services of Long Lite. 


- 


Tan, XXY. 
An Dld Dog and his Maſter, 


N Old Dog, that in his Youth had led his Maſter many a 
Merry Chaſe, and done him all the Offices of a Trulty Ser- 
vant, came art laſt, upon falling from his Speed and Vigour, to be 
Loaden at Every turn with Blows and Reproaches for it, Why 
Sir, ( lays the Dog) My Will is as Good as ever it was; but my 
Strength, and my Teeth are gone; and you might with as good 
a Grace, and Every jot as much Juſtice, Hang me up becaule I'm 
Old, as Beat me becauſe I'm Impotent. 


The MoRAL of the two FABLES above. 


The Reward of Aﬀettion and Fidelity muſt be the Work if another World: 
Not but that the Conſcience of Weli- Doing u a Comfort that may paſs 


for 


Ajops FABLES. 


for 2 Recompence even in This; in Deſpire of Ingratitude and In- 
juſtice. 


REFLEXIO N- 


THESE Fables are a Reproof to the Ungrateful Cruelty of thoſe that 
will neither Forgive One Slip, nor Reward a Thouſand Services, bur rake 
more Notice of a Particular Unlucky Accident, than of a General Laudabie 
Praftice. But One Stumble is enough to Detace the Character ot an Ho- 
nourable Life. It is a Barbarous Inhumanity in Great Men to Old Servants, 


to make the Failings of Age to be a Crime, without allowing the Palit Ser- 


vices of Their Strength and Youth, to have been a Virtue. And Thus is 
ſound in Governments, as well as in Courts, and Private Families z with 
Maſters and Miſtreſles, as well as in States. 

'Tis a miſcrable Thing, when Faithtul Servants fall into the hands of Inſen- 
ſible, and Uathankful Maſters y Such as Value Services only by the Profit 
they bring them, without any regard to th- Zeal, Faith, and Aﬀetions, of 
the Heart, and pay them with Blows, anc Reproaches in their Age, for the 
Ule, Strength and Induſtry of their Youth. Nay Humane Fraiity it ſel is 
Imputcd to them for a Crime, and they are Treatea Worle than B-aſts tor 
not being More than Men. Here's an Old Drudging Curr turn'd off to Shift 
for Himlclt, for want of the very Teeth and Heels that he had loſt in his 
Maſters Service. Nay, if he can bur come oft tor Starving, it paſlcs for 
an Att of Mercy. Under Theſe Circumſtances, the Bare Senie of a Cala- 
mity is call'd Grumbling, and if a man does but make a Face upon the 
Boot, he's preſently a Malc-Content. It may be a Queſtion now, whe- 
ther the Wickedneis, or the Imprudence of this Iniquity be the more Per- 
nicious ; for over and above the Inhumaniry, *tis a Doctrine of 1j] Conſe- 
quence to the Maſter Himſelf, to ſhew the World how Impoſlible a Thing 
it is for a Servant to Oblige and Pleaſe him : Nay, it is ſome lort of 
Tempration alſo to Impiety and Injuſtice, when Virtue and Duty come 
to be made Dangerous. 

And yet it is not One Maſter perhaps of Twenty, all this while, that 
either dirccts, or takes Notice of Theſe Indignities. It goes a Great Way, 
'ris true, Barcly to Permit them. One while perchance the Maſter is not 
Aware of what is done, and then in Other Cates, it may fall out Effetu- 
ally to be his Own A&, evenagainſt his Own Will : Thar is ro lay, when 
the Paſſions of Imperious, and II! Natur'd Servants are Cover'd with the 
Name and Authority of their Patrons, in the Abuſe of a Truſt that was 
Plac'd in 'em for Honeſter, and for Nebler Ends. Ir is Congruous enough 
yer to Apply the Moral of This FiCtion, rather to the Driver of the Aſſe, 
and to the Huntſman that Manag'd the Chaſe, than to the Maſter Him- 
ſelf : Burt the 4ſſe and Dog were Beaten however, for being O/d, and ſpent, 
in D-(pice of All the Bonds and Inſtints of Honour, Piety, and Good 


Naturc. 
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Tis AXYL 
An Alle, an Ape, and a Mole. 
\ N Aſſe and an Ape were Conferring Grievances. The A4ſſe 


complain'd mightily for want of Horns, and the Ape was 
as much troubled for want of a Tail. Hold your Tongues Borh 
of ye, ſays the Mole, and be Thankful for whac you have, tor 
the Poor Moles are Stark Blind, and in a Worle Condition than 
either of ye. 


es 
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Fas. XXVIL 
The Hares and the Frogs, 


Nce upon a time the Hares found themſelves mightily Un- 
ſatisfy'd with the Miſerable Condicion they Liv'd in, and 

call'd a Council to Adviſe upont. Here we live, lays one of 'em, 
at the Mercy of Men, Dogs, Eagles, and | know not how many 
Other Creatures and Vermine, that Prey upon us at Pleaſure ; 
Perpetually in Frights, Perpetually in Danger ; And therefore I 
am abſolutely of Opinion that we had Better Die once for All, 
than live at This rate in a Continual Dread that's Worſe than 
Death it ſelf. The Motion was Seconded and Debated, and a Re- 
ſolution Immediately taken, One and All, ro Drown Themſelves. 
The Vote was no ſooner pals'd, but 'away they Scudded with 
Thar Determination to the Next Lake. Upon ts Hurry, there 
leapt a Whole Shoal of Frogs from the Bank into the Water, for 
fear of the Hares. Nay, then my Maſters, ſays one of the Gra- 
velt of the Company, pray ler's have a little Patience. Our Con- 
dition I find is not altogether ſo bad as we fancy'd ic; for there 
are Thoſe you fee that are as much aftraid of Us, as we are of 


Others. 


The MO R A L of the Two Fables above. 


T here's No Contending with the Orders and Decrees of Providence, Fe 
that Made ws knows what's Fitteſt for w; and Every mai.''s Oun Lot 
* ( well Vnderſtood and Manag'd)) u Undoubtedly the Beſt. 


REFLEXION. 


'Tis the Intent of Theſe Two Fables, ro ſhew, that no People are fo 
Miſerable, but that at ſome Time or Other, in ſome Thing or Other, they 
have Reaſon ro Account themſelves Happy. And it they would bur duly 

conſider, 


jos FABLES. 


Cs a as 


confider, how it is with many of their Neighbours, they would find ir their 
Duty to be Thanktul, thar it is no Worſe with Themſelves. Ir is ſome 
Relict to the Miſerable to ſhew them that there are Others yet more Mi- 
ſerable, and there is not any thing ſo Timerous, but ſomerhing elſe is af- 
fraid of It. There are Thoſe, 'ris Truc, that Die for the very Fear of 
Dcath, and Plunge themſelves into Certain Miſery, upon the Bare Appre- 
henſfion of it: Burt this comes rather from their Spleen, than their Mil- 
torrune. 

Since (o ic is, that Nature Provides for the Neceſlities of All Crea- 
tures, and for the Well-Being of Every One in it's kind: And fince ir is 
not in the Power of any Creature ro make it ſelf Other than whart by Pro- 
vidence it was Dcſign'd to be; what a Madnels is it to With our ſelves 
Ocher than what we Are, and what we Muſt continue to Be: Since the 
Thing is Bounded, and the Whole Matter Pre-Determin'd. Every Atome 
of the Creation has its Place Aſſignd: Every Creature has its Pro 
Figure, and there is No Diſputing with Him that Made it fo.” Why have 
wot I This? and why have not I That? are Queſtions for a Philoſopher of 
Bedlam to ask ; and we may as well Cavil at che Motions of the Hcavens, 
the Viciſſitude of Day and Night, and the Succeſſion of the Seaſons, as 
Expoſtulate with Providence upon any of the reſt of Gods Works. The 
Aſſe would have Fdorns, and the Tinker would fain be in Bed with my 
Lady. The Ape would have a Tail; and why ſhould not a Mountebank 
Complain that he is nota Miniſter of State or Juſtice ® Bur in ſhort, the 
Poor, Wcetched, Blind M/e puts in with her Doctrine to rake up the 

uarrel, | 

And whar's the Caſe of the Fares now, but an Inſtance to Fortifie us 
againſt Panick Frights and Terrors, for Trivial Cauſes ; where the Fears 
arc a great deal more Terrible than the Dangers? In All Theſe Cafes, we 
fancy our ſelves much more Miſerable than we Are, for want of taking 
a True Eſtimate of Things. We fly into Tranſports without Reaſon, 
and Judge of the Happineſs, or Calamity, of Humane Life, by Falſe Lights. 
A Strict Enquiry into the Truth of Matters will Help us in the One, and 
Compariſon will ſet us Right in the Other. The Dogs and the Eagles Fright- 
ed the Hares; The Fares Frighted the Frogs, and the Frogs, I weaty to 
One, Frighted ſomething elſe. This is according ro the Courſe of the 
World, One Fears Another, and ſome body elle is affraid of Him. 

It may ſeem to be a kind of a Malicious Satisfaftion, that One Man 
d.3 .vCS a the Misfortuncs of Another. But the Philoſophy of This 
flexion ſtands upon Another Ground ; for Our Comfort does not Ariſe 
from Other peoples being Miſerable, but from This Inference upon the 
Ballance, That we ſuffer only the Lot of Humane Nature: And as we 
are Happy or Miſerable, compar'd with Others, So Other People are Mi- 
ſerable or Happy Compar'd with Us: By which Juſtice of Providence, 
we come to bz Convinc'd of the Sin, and the Miſtake of our Ingratirude. 
What would not a man give to be Eas'd of the Gout or the Stone2 Or 
ſuppoſing an Incurable Poverty on the One Hand, and an Incurable Ma- 
lady on the Other; Why ſhould not the Poor Man think himſelf Happier 
in his Rags, than the Other in his Purple ? But the Rich Man Envies 
the Poor mans Health, without conſidering his Want; and the Poor 
Man Eavies the Others Treaſure withour conſidering his Diſeaſes. What's 
an 11] Name in the World to a Good Conſcience within Ones ſeli2 And 
how much leſs Miſerable upon the Wheel, is One man that is Innocent, 
than Another under the Same Torture that's Guilty. The Only my 
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' for Hares and Aﬀes, is to be Thankful for what they Arc, and what they 


Have, and not to Grumble at che Lot that they muſt bear in ſpite of 
their Teeth, 


G— 


Fas. XXVIIL 
A Wolf, Kid, and Goat, 


Goat that was going out one Morning for a Mouthful of 

Freſh Graſs, Charg'd her Kid upon her Bleſſing, not to 
Open the Door till ſhe came back, to any Creature that had not 
a Beard. The Goat was no ſooner out of fight, but up comes a 
Wolf to the Door, that had Over-heard the Charge ; and in a Small 
Pipe calls to the Kid to let her Mother come in. The Kid (melt 
out the Roguery, and bad the Wolf ſhew his Beard, and the Door 


{ſhould be Open to him. 
The Mo R AL. 


There never was any Hypocrite ſo Diſgais'd, but he had ” Mark or 
Other yet'to be known by. 


REFLEXION. 


HERE is Prudence, Caution, and Obedicnce, recommended to us in 
the Kids refuſal ro Open the Door ; and here is likewiſe fer forth in the 
Wolf , the Prattice of a Fraudulent, and a Bloody Impoſtor. This Moral 
runs through the Whole Buſineſs of Humane Life, for ſo much as the 
Plot is carry'd on againſt the Simple and the Innocent, under Falſe Co» 
lours, and Feigned Pretences, There are Wolves, in Policy, as well as in 
Mythology ; and if the Kids Obedience had not been more than her Saga- 
city, ſhe would have found, to her Coſt, the Teeth of a Wolf, in the mouth 
of a Goat ; and the malice of an Enemy cover'd under the Voice and Pre- 


rence of a Parent. 


ye 


F a ny, XXIX, 


A Dog, a Sheep, and a wolf, 


Dog brought an ARtion of the Caſe againſt a Sheep, for 

ſome Certain Meaſures of Wheat, that he had lent him. 

The Plaintiff proy'd the Debt by Three Poſitive Witneſſes, The 

Wolf, the Kite, and the Yultur, ( Teſtes Probi & Legales) The 

Defendent was caſt into Coſts and Damages, and forc'd to fell the 
Wool oft his Back to Satishe the Creditor. 


The 
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The MOR AL. 


'Tis not a Straw matter whether the Main Cauſe be Right or Wrong, or 
the Charge True or Falſe; Where the Bench, Jury and Witneſſes are 
in a Conſpiracy againſt the Pris ner. 


REFLEXION, 


No Innocence can be Safe, where Power and Malice are in Confede. 
racy againſt it. There's No Fence againſt Subornation, and Falſe Evidence. 
What Greater Judgment can betall a Nation, than for Sheep to be made 
Treſpaſſers, and Wolves, Rites, and Vaulturs to ſet up for Witneſſes / This 
is a Large Field, it a body would Amplifie upon ir: But the Hiſtory of 
of the Age in Memory will be the Beſt Moral of This Fable. There's 
No Living however without Law: and there's No Help for't in many 
Caſes, if the Saving Equity be Over-rul'd by the Killing Letter of it. *Tis 
the Verdi that does the Buſineſs, bur 'tis the Evidence, True, or Falſe that 
Governs the YVerditt. So that, ( as it ſom2times falls out ) the Honour of 
the Publick may come to be Concern'd in the Defence and Support of an 
UndereQted Perjury. The only Danger is the giving too much Credit to 
the Oaths of Fites and Yulturs, That is to ſay, of Witneſſes ſo Profligate 
as to bring a Scandal even upon Truth ic ſelf , where ir is fo Aſſerted. 


— — 
——_— 


Fan aXE 
A Countryman and a Snake. 


Here was a Snake that Bedded himſelf under the Threſhold 

of a Country-Houſe : A Child of the Family happen'd to 

ſer his Foot upont; The Snake bit him, and he Di'd oat. The 

Father of the Child made a Blow at the Snake, but Miſs'd his 

Aim, and only lefr a Mark behind him upon the Stone where 

he Struck. The Countryman Offer'd the Snake, ſome time after 

This, to be Friends again. No, ſays the Snake, ſo long as you 

have This Flaw upon the Stone in Your Eye, and the Death of 
the Child in your Thought, there's No Truſting of ye. 


The MoRAL 


In Matter of Friendſhip and Truſt, we can never be too Tender ; but yet 
there's a Great Difference betwixt Charity and Facility. We may 
Hope Well in many Caſes, but let it be without Venturing Neck, and 
All upon't, for New-Converts are Slippery. 


REFLEXION. 
"Tis Ill Truſting a Reconcil'd Enemy 3 but 'tis Worſe yer, to Proceed at 


One Step, from Clemancy and Tenderneſs, tro Confidence and Truſt : 
Eſpe- 


= - 
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Elpecially where there are ſo many Memorials in Sight, for Hatred and 
Revenge to work upon. 'Tis Generous however to Forgive an Encmy ; 
though Extremely Hazardous zo Grace him in the doing of an Ill T hing, 
with the Countenance of a Deference to his Merit. Nay, a Barc Eaſineſs 
of Pardoning has but roo often the Force of a Tempration to Otfend a- 
gain. 'Tis a Nice Buſineſs to Indulge on the Left Hand, without Pu- 
niſhing on the Right, for there muſt be No yy a Faithful Friend 
ro the Generoſiry of Obliging a Mortal Enemy. Bur the Caſc is then 
moſt Deplorate when Reward goes over to the Wrong ſide, and when In- 
rereſt ſhall be made the Teſt and the Meaſure of Virtue. Upon the whole 
Matter, the Countryman Was too Eafic, in Propoling a Reconciliation; 
( the Circumſtances duly Confſiderd And the Snake was much in the 
Right on the Other hand, in not entertaining it from a man that had ſo 
many Remembrancers at Hand ſtill, co Provoke him to a Revenge. 'Tis 
a great Errour to take Facility, for Good Nature : Tendernels, without 
Diſcretion, is no better than a mere Pardonable Folly. 


Fa B. XXX. 
A For and a Stozk, 


Here was a Great Friendſhip once betwixt a Fox and a Stork, 
and the Former would needs Invite the Other to a Treat; 
They had Several Soups ſerv'd up in Broad Diſhes and Plates, 


and ſo the Fox fell to Lapping, Himſelt, and bad his Gueſt 
Heartily Welcom to what was before him. The Stork found he 
was Put upon, but ſet ſo Good a Face however upon his Enter- 
tainment ; that his Friend by All means mult take a Supper with 
Him That night in Revenge. The Fox made Several Excules 
upon the Matter of Trouble and Expence, bur the Stork in fine, 
would not be ſaid Nay; So that ar laſt, he promis'd him to 
come. The Collation was ſerv'd up in Glaſſes, with Lon 

Narrow Necks, and the Beſt of Every thing that was to be had, 
Come ( ſays the Stork to his Friend) Pray be as Free as if you 
were at home, and fo fell to 't very _—_ Himſelf. The Fox 
quickly found This to be a Trick, though he could not but Al- 
low of the Contrivance-as well as the Juſtice of the Revenge, 
For ſuch a Glaſs of Sweet-Meats to the One, was jult as much 
to the Purpoſe, as a Plate of Porridge to the Other, by 


The Mo KR AL, 


"Tis allowable in all the Liberties of Converſation to give a Man a Row- 
land for his Oliver, and to pay him in his Own Coin, as we ſay; 
provided always that we keep within the Compaſs of Flonour, and 
Good Manners. 

R E- 


— — 


Aſs FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


As © P has here given us the Fiftion of a Caſe, wherein it may nor 
be Amiſs to repay an Abuſe in its own Kind. The Mockery of the Fox 
was a Reproach, as it Hit the Stork on the Weak fide; bur That which 
was Rudeneſs, and [ll Nature in the Aggreſſor, was only a Monitory Ju- 
ſtice, and a Diſcreet Sharpneſs in the Other. But This is the Fate Com- 
monly of Drolls and Buffoons, that while they think ro make Sport with 
Others, they ſerve only in the concluſion for a Laughing Stock Them- 
ſc]ves. 

There's Nothing looks Sillier than a Crafty Knave Out-witted, and 

caten at his Own Play. The Foxes Frolick went too far, in regard it 
was both upon an Invitation, and under his Own Roof. Now the Re- 
rurn of the Stork was -only a L2xid pro £20, and a Warrantable Re- 
venge, even according to the Rules of Good Manners , and Good Fel- 
lowſhip; for the Fox's leading the Humour gave the Other nor only a 
Proyocation, but a kind of a Right to Require him in his Own Way : Be- 
ſide that it was the Cleverer Mockery of the Two. This may ſerve to 
Reprove Thoſe Libertics in Converſation that paſs the Bounds of Good 
Nature, Honour, Honeſty, and Reſpe&t. When they Exceed Theſe Li- 
mits, they Degenerate into Scurrility, Scandal, and Reproach : for in All 
Caſes, an Eye muſt be had to the Due Circumſtances ot Meaſure, Time, 
Place, Occaſion, and Perſon. The Laws of Humanity, and Hoſpitality 
muſt be kept Sacred upon any Terms: for the Wounding of a Friend 
for the ſake of a Jeſt, is an Intemperance, and an Immorality, not to be 
Endur'd. There was ſomewhat of This in the Fox's leading the Frolique. 


_ 


FaB. XXXIlL. 
A For and a Carvd Head. 


S a Fox was Rummidging among a Great many Carv'd Fi- 
4 3 gures, there was One very Extraordinary Piece among the 
Reſt. He took it up, and when he had Conhider'd it a while, 
Wil, (ſays he) What Pity 'tis, that ſo Exquiſite an Outſide of 
a Head ſhould not have one Grain of Senſe in't. 


The MOR AL, 


'Tis not the Barber or the T, aylor that makes the Man; and "tis No New 
Thing to ſee a Fine Wrought Head without ſo much as One Grain of 
Salt in't. 


REFLEXION. 


NY a Fool has a Fair Out-fide, and Many a Man of Fortune, and 
T+/'.- 35 not ſo much as Common Senle. We have a Whole World of 
I -:; ro Anſwer the Drift of This Emblem : Bur there is No Judging 


-;ycycr by the Scnſes, of Matters that the Senſes can rake No Cogni- 
Zance 


Z#eps F ABLES. 


zance of; as Virtue, Wiſdom, and the Like, The Excellency, in fine, of 
of the Soul is above the Beauty of the Body : Not bur that the Graces of 
the One, and the Endowments of the Other, may Encounter ſometimes, 
( how rarely ſocver) in One and the Same Perſon, Burt Beauty and Judg- 
ment are ſo far yet from being Inſeparable, that they ſeem Etffeftually ro 
Require, More or Leſs, a Diverſity of Temperament: Beſide that More 
Care is taken to Cultivate the Advantages of the Body than thoſe of the 
Mind. To Wrap upall in a Word, the World it ſelf is but a Great Shop 
of Carv'd Heads; and the Fox's Conceit will hold as well in the Life, as 
in the Fiction. 


F a B, XXXIlI. 
A Daw and Bozrowd Feathers. 


Daw that had a mind to be Sparkiſh, Trick'd himſelf up 

with all the Gay-Feathers he could Muſter cogether : And 

upon the Credit of theſe Stoll'n, or Borrow'd Ornaments, he 

Valu'd himſelf above All the Birds in the Air Beſide. The Pride 

of This Vanity got him the Envy of all his Companions, who, 

upon a Diſcovery of the Truth of the Caſe, fell ro Pluming of 

him by Conſent; and when Every Bird had taken his Own Fea- 

ther ; the Silly Daw had Nothing left him to Cover his Naked- 
nels. 

The MoKR AL. 


We ſteal from one Another all manner of Ways, and to all manner of Par 
poſes; Wit, as well as Feathers; but where Pride and Beggery Meet, 
people are ſure to be made Ridiculous in the Concluſion. 


REFLEXION 


EVERY thing is Beſt, and Every Man Happieſt, in the State and 
Condition wherein Nature has Plac'd them 3 Bur if Daws will be ſetting 
up tor Peacocks, or Aſſes for Lions, they muſt Expect, and Content them- 
ſelves to be Laugh'd at for their Pains. The Alluſion of the Daw here, 
and his Borrow'd Feathers, Extends to AM forts of Impoſtors, Vain Pre- 
renders, and Romancers, in Feats of Arms, Statc, Love, or the Like. 
Ir Points alſo at the Empty AfﬀeQation of Wit and Underſtanding ; in 
which caſe, it fares as it does with men that fer up for Qualicy, Birth, 
and Bravery, upon the Credit of a Gay Our-ſidez for Authors may be Co- 
zen'd upon the Tick, as well as Taylors: Nay, we have ſeen ſome, 
even of our Firſt- Rate Writers, that have been Better at Diſguiſing other 
Peoples Works, than Furniſhing any thing of their Own; That is to ſay ; 
upon the taking of them to picces, the Stuff and Trimming is found to 
be Wholly Stol'n, and New-Fourbiſh'd ; and Nothing, in ſhort, that they 
can Aſſume to Themſelves but the Needle and Thread that Tackt the 
Compoſition together. Now when theſe Plagaries come to be Stript of 
rheir Borrow'd, or Pilfer'd Ornaments, rhere's the Daw in the Fable cruly 
Moraliz'd. FAB, 


4s FABLES. 
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F a = XENY. 
An Ant and a Fly, 


Here happen'd a Warm Diſpute betwixt an Aut and a Fl. 
Why, Where's the Honour, or the Pleaſure in the World, 
ſays the Fly, that I have .not My Part in? Are not All Temples 
and Palaces Open to me? Am not I the Taſter ro Gods and 
Princes, in All their Sacrifices and Entertainments * Am I not 
ſervd in Gold and Silver? And is not my Meat and Drink till 
of the Beſt > And all This, wichout either Mony or Pains, [ 
Trample upon Crowns, and Kils what Ladies Lips I pleaſe. 
And what Cine You now to Pretend to all this While» Why, 
ſays the Ant, You Value Your ſelf upon the Acceſs You have 
to the Altars of the Gods, the Cabinets of Princes, and to All 
Publick Feaſts and Collations : And what's all This but the Ac- 
cels of an Intruder, not of a Gueſt. For People are fo far from 
Liking Your Company, that they Kill ye as faſt as they can 
Catch ye. You're a Plague to 'em Wherever You Come. Your 
very Breath has Maggots 1n't, and for the Kifſe you Brag of, 
what is ic but the Perfume of the Laſt Dunghil you Touchd up- 
on, once Remoy d? For My Part, I live upon what's my Own, 
and Work Honeſtly in the Summer to Maintain my ſelf in'the 
Winter ; Whereas the whole Courle of Your Scandalous Life, is 
only Cheating or Sharping, one Halt of the Year, and Starving, 
the Other. 


The MoR AL. 


Here's An Emblem of Induſtry, and Luxury, ſet forth at large : with the 
Sober Advantages, and the Standalous Exceſſes of the One and of the 
Other. # 


REFLEXION. 


TH1sS Fable Marks out to us the Difference betwixt the Empty Va- 
nity of Olftentation, and the Subſtantial Ornaments of Virtue, It 
ſhews that the Happineſs of Life does not lie ſo much in the Enjoying 
of ſmall Advantages, as in living free from Great Inconyeniences, and that 
an Honeſt M:diocrity is Beſt. The Fly ſtands up for the Pride, the Lu- 
xury, and the Ambition of Courts, in the preference of Palaces, ro Caves, 
and Private Retreats, The Ant contents her ſelf with the Virtue of So- 
briety, Retirement, and Moderation : She lives upon heg Own, Honeſtly 
Gorcen and Poſle(s'd, withour either Envy or Violence 3 Whereas the Fly 
is an Intruder, and a Common Sme/-Feaſt, that Spunges upon Other peo- 
ples Trenchers. 


F A 
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A Man can hardly fancy to himſelf a Truer Image of a Plain, Honeſt, 
Country Simplicity, then the Ants part of the Dialogue in This Fable. She 
takes pains for What ſhe Eats 3 Wrongs No body ; and ſo Creates NoEne- 
mics; She wants Nothing, and ſhe Boaſts of Nothing z Lives Conrented 
with her Own, and Enjoys all with a Good Conſcience. This Emblem 
recommends to us the Bleſſings of a Virtuous Privacy, according co the juſt 
Meaſurcs of Right Nature, and in Few Words, comprizecs the Sum of a 
Happy State. 

The Fly, on the Contrary, leads a Lazy, Voluptuous, Scandalous, 
Sharking Life; Hateful wherever ſhe comes, and in Perpetual Fears and 
Dangers. She flutrers, "tis true, from place to place, from Feaſt to Feaſt, 
Brags of her Intereſt at Court, and of Ladics Favours : And what's This 
Milerable Inſctt ar laſt, but the very Piture of one of our Ordinary 
Trencher-Squires, that ſpend their time in Hopping ſrom One Great man's 
Table to Anothers, only to Pick up Scraps, and Intelligence, and to Spoil 
Good Company ! I cannot ſee one of Theſe Officious, Humble Compa- 
nions, Skipping up and down from Lewte ro Levee, and making himlclf 
Neceſſary, wherever he thinks fit to be Troubleſome : I cannor hear a Fi- 
nical Fop Romancing, how the King took him aſide at ſuch a time; What 
the Queen ſaid co him at Another ; How many Ladics fell out who ſhould 
have him to her ſelf; What Diſcourſe paſs'd; Where he is to Ear to 
morrow ; What Company 3 What Diſhes; What Wine; Who Loves Who; 
and what Intrigzes are atoot in Church and State, &c. Without More 
Words I cannot Hear the Chat, or fee the Vanity of theſe Pragmatical 
Empry Bufie- Bodies withour thinking of the Fly in the Fable. And This 
Application was the True End of Writing it. 


E——E———_— -  — 
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Fas. XXXV. 
A Frog and an Dre. 


S a Huge Over-grown Oxe was Grazing in a Meadow, an 
Old Envious Frog that ſtood Gaping at him hard by, 


call'd out to her Little Ones, to take Notice of the Bulk of That 
Monſtrous Beaſt; and ſee, ſays ſhe, if I don't make my ſelf 
now the Bigger of the Two. So ſhe Strain'd Once, and 
Twice, and went {till (welling on and on, till in the Concluſion 


ſhe Forc'd her (clf, and Burſt. 
The Mo & A L. 

Betwixt Pride, Envy, and Ambition, men fancy Themſelves to be Bigger 
than they are, and Other _ to be Leſs: And This Tumour Swells 
it ſelf at laft "till it makes AU Fly. 

REFLEXION. 


TH15S Fancy is a Laſh upon Thoſe that ſer up to Live above their Qua- 


lity and Fortune, and pretend to ſpend Penny for Penny with men of 
Twenty 


— SO -  —  —— 
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Twenty times their Eſtate, and therefore muſt necds Burſt in the Conclu-« 
ſion! Bur Pride and Ambition Puſhes men forward, not only to Extraya- 
gances, but Impoſſibilitics, though to the Certain Undoing of the Weaker 
and the Meaner : When they come to Vie Power and Expence with Thoſe 
that arc too High, and too many for them. | 

Men that would be Bigger than God has made them, muſt &'en Expect 
co fall to Nothing, This AfﬀeCtation ſtrikes upon All the Weakneſſes that 
Pride, Envy, or Ambition can fancy to it ſelt, provided always that we 
do not take Emulation for Envy. In One Word, when men's Hearts and 
Thoughts arc puft'd up into a Deſire of Things Unnatural, the Tumour 
is Incurable. Burt they are Weak Minds commonly, that are Tainted 
with This Evil. They take Falſe Meaſures, both of Themſelves, and of 
Others, without conſidering the Limits, Bulk, Fortune, Ability, Strength, &c. 
or in truth, the very Nature of the Things, Matters, or Perſon in Que- 
ſtion. They ſer up Competitors for Learning, Power, Eſtate, Policy ; 
They Cenſure their Berters, Deſpile their Equals, and Admire Themſelves: 
But their Greatneſs all rhis while, is only in Imagination, and they make 
All fly with the Frog at laſt, by Straining to be Bigger than they Are, and 
Bigger than 'tis poſſible for chem to Be. 


— 
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Fa Bs. XXXVL 
An Alle and a Wolif, 


N Afſe had got a Thorn in's Foot, and for want of a Bet: 

'Y ter Surgeon, who but a Wolf at laſt, to draw it out with 

bis Teeth! The Afſe was no ſooner Easd, bur he gave his Ope- 

rator ſuch a Lick under the Ear with his Sound Foot for his Pains, 
that he Stunn'd him, and ſo went his way, 


= p_ = > a 4 —— > - — 


FasBp. XXXVII. 
A Hozſe and a Lion, 


Here was an Old Hungry Lioz would fain have been Deal- 

ing with a piece of Good Horſe-Fleſh that he had in his 

Eye; bur the Nag he thought would be too Fleet for him, unleb 

he could Supply the want of Heels, by Artifice and Addrefs. He 

puts himſelt into the Garb, and Habic of a Profeſſor of Phylick, 

and according to the Humour of the World, ſets up for a Doctor 
of the College. Under this Pretext, he lers fall a Word or two b 

way of Dilcourſe, upon the Subje&t of his Trade 5 bur the Horſe 

Smelrt him our, and preſently a Crotchet eame in his Head how 

he might Countermine him, I got a Thorn in my Foot T'other 


F 3 day, 


ZAjop's FABLE S. 
day, ſays the Horſe, as I was Croſling a Thicker, and Im een 
quire Lame on't. Oh, fays the New Phyſt1aan, Do but hold up 
your Leg a liccle, and I'll Cure ye immediately. The Lion pre- 
lencly puts himſelf in poſture for the Office ; bur the Patient was 
roo Nimblc tor his Door, and ſo ſoon as ev'r he had him Fair 


for his Purpoſe, gave him ſo Terrible a Re". pon the Fore- 
head with his Heel, that he laid him art his |... 1o got off 
with a whole Skin, before the Other could - /us Deſign. 
The MOR A L of the Two 1”! £5 above. 
Harm Watch, Harm Catch, « 4. +: ng to the Common Rule of F. 
quity and Retaliation, and a wer; ' irrantable Way of Deceiving the 
Decerver, 


REFLEXION. 


THERE's No Truſling to the Fair Words of Thoſe that have both an 
Intereſt, and an Inclination to Dcitroy us 3 Eſpeciaily when the Deſign is 
carry'd on under the Maſque of a Friendly Office. Ir is but reaſonable 
to Oppole Art to Art, and where we ſuſpect Falſe-Play, ro Encounter One 
Trick with Another: Provided always that it be Manag'd without breach 
of Faith, and within the Compaſs of Honour, Honeſty, and Good Man- 
ners. The Wolfe had the ſame Deſign upon the /ſſe, that the Liow had 
upon the Horſe; and the Matter being brought to a Trial of Skill be, 
tween them, the Countermine was only an Act of Sclt Preſeryation, 


——_— —  —_—_—— — 
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Fas XXXVIIL 
A Hozſe and an Alle. 


N the Days of Old, when Horſes ſpoke Greek and Latin, and 
Aſſes made Syllogiſms, there happend an Encounter upon the 
Road betwixt a Proud Pamper'd Fade in the Full Courſe of his 
Carriere, and a Poor Creeping Aſs, under a Heavy Burden, that 
had Chopt into the ſame Track with him, Why, how now 
Sirrah, ſays he, D' ye not ſee by thele Arms, and Trappings, to 
what Maſter I belong? And D' ye not Underſtand that when I 
have That Maſter of mine upon my Back, the Whole Weight of 
the State reſts upon My Shoulders? Out of che way thou fla- 
viſh Infolent Animal, or Ill Tread thee to Dirt. The Wrerch- 
ed Aſſe immediately Slunck aſide, with this Envious Reflexion 
berwixt his Teeth. [ What would I give to Change Conditions with 
That Happy Creature there. | This Fancy would not out of the 
Head of him, 'rill it was his Hap ſome Few Days after to ſee 
This very Horſe doing Drudgery in a Common Dung-Carr. wy 
wW 


— + G**]C—T 


AJops FABLES. 


how now Friend ( ſays the 4/s) How comes This about 2 Only 
the Chance of the War, ſays :!.e Other : I was a Soldiers Horſe, 

ou mult know ; and my !Aaſter carry'd me into a Bartel, where 
| was Shot, Hack'd, and Maimd ; and you have here before 
Your Eyes the Cataſtrophe of My Fortune. 


The MoRATL 


The Folly, and the Fate, of Pride and Arrogance. The Miſtake of Placmg 
Happineſs in any thing that may be taken away, and the Bleſſing of 
Freedom in a Mean Eſtate. 


REFLEXION. 


We are to Gather from hence, that people would never Envy the Pomp 
and Splendour of Greatneſs, if they did but conſider, cicher the Cares 
and Dangers that go along with ir, or the Bleſſings of Peace, and Security 
in a Middle Condition, No man can be truly Happy, who is not ever 
Hour of his Life prepar'd for the worſt that can betall him. Now This 
is a State of Tranquility never ro be Attain'd, bur by keeping perpetually 
in our Thoughts the Certainty of Death, and the Lubriciry-of Fortune; 
and by Delivering our ſelves trom the Anxicty of Hopes and F-ars, 

Ic talls Naturally within the Profpe&t of This Fittion ro Treat” of the 
Wickedneſs of a Preſumptuous Arrogance, the Fare thac Artends it; The 
Riſe of itz and the Means of either Preventing, or 5uppreſling it ; The 
Folly of it ; The Wretched and Ridiculous Eſtare ot a Proud man, and the 
Weakneſs of That Envy that is Grounded upon the miſtaken Happineſs of 
Humane Lite, 

It a body may be Allowd to Graft a Chriſtian Moral upon a Pagan 
Fable, what was it but Pride and Arrogance that firſt threw Zacifer our of 
Heaven, and afterward, Adam out of Paradiſe 2 | Te ſhall be as Gods } 
was the Temptation; an Impotent, and a Preſumpruous Afﬀettation of 
Vain-Glory was the Sin; anda Maledition Temporal and Eternal was the 
Puniſhment. Now if the Charms of an Unruly Ambition could fo far 
prevail upon the 4Ange/s Themſelves in their Purity; and upon Mankind 
in a State of Innocence, how Strict a Guard ought we then to keep upon 
our ſelves, that are the Children of diſobedience, and bring the feeds of This 
Deadly Vanity into the World with us in our very Veins ? 

Ic is highly Remarkable, that as Pride, and Envy are the Two Paſſions, 
that above All Others give the Greateſt Trouble ro the Sons of Men, fo 
are they likewiſe the Firſt Emotions of the Mind that we take Notice of 
in our Approaches to the Exerciſe of our Reaſon, They begin with 
us in the Arms of our Nurſes, and at the very Breaſts of our Mo- 
thers; for what's the meaning of All the Little Wrangles and Contentions 
elſe, which Child ſhall be moſt made off ; or which Baby ſhall have the 
Gayer Coat £ So that Theſe AﬀeCtions are in truth, Connatural to us, and 
as We our ſelves grow up and Gather Strength, ſo do They and paſs In- 
ſenſibly trom our Inclinations into our Manners. Now the Corruption 
mult needs be Strong, where Humane Frailty ſtrikes in fo Early with ir, and 
the Progreſs no leſs Mortal, where it is ſuffer'd ro go on without Con- 
trol: For what are all the Extrayagances of the Leudeſt Life, bur the 
more 
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more Conſummated Follics and Diſorders, of cither a Miſ-raught, cr a Neg- 
lefted Youth > Nay, what arc All the Publick Ourrages of a Deſtroying 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion, bur Childiſh Appcrites ler alone 'cill they are 
rown Ungovernable ? Beſide, that it is Infinitely Eaſier to prevent 11! 
Habits, than to Maſter them; As the Choaking of the Fountain is the 
ſureſt Way ro Cut off the Courſe of the River. Ir ſhould be Conſider'd 
too that we have the ſeeds of Virtuc in us, as well as of Vicc; and when 
cver we take a Wrong Biaſs, 'tis not out of a Moral Incapacity to do Bet- 
tcr, but for want of a Careful Manage and Diſcipline, to ſct us Right 
at Firſt. ; 

Wherefore Children ſhould be Moulded while their Tempers are yet 
Pliant and Duftile. As Pride, for the Purpoſe, that Ariſes from a Falſe 
Opinion of Things, ſhould be Obviated by Enforming their Underſtand- 
ings. And fo for Ewvy; the very Dil; ſition to it is to be Sweeter'd, as 
Flowing from a Certain Froward Tincture of Ill Nature. ( I ſpeak This 
of the Vaalevelne, Canker'd Paſſion of Envy, which, in Eft&, is Little 
or Nothing akin to the Silly Envy of the Aſs here in the Fable.) In One 
word, Children ſhould be ſeaſon'd berimes, and Letlon'd into ſuch a Con- 
tempt, and Deteſtation of This Vice, as neither to practice ic Themlelves, 
nor to Approve it in Others. This is, in Little, the Foundation of a 
Virtuous Life, and there goes no more than Judging, and Acting A- 
right, to the Charatter of a Good Philoſopher, a Good Chriſtian, and a 
Good Man : For to Know, and to Do, is the Compendium of our Duty, 

It is not for Every Twatling Goſlip yer, or ſome Empty Pedant, pre- 
ſently to Undertake This Province; for it requires a Critical Nicety both 
of Wit, and of Judgment, to find out the Genizs, or the Propenſions of a 
Child, and to Diſtinguiſh berwixt the Impulſcs of Envy, and Thoſe of E- 
mulation : Berwixt the Firſt Motions of a Churliſh, and Impetuous Inſo- 
lence, and Thoſe of a Sercne Greatneſs, and Dignity of Mind. Ir is not, 
I fay, for Every Common Eye, or Hand, to Divide ſo Accurately betwixt 
the Good, and the Evil, the Gracious, and the Perverſe, as to Hit the pre- 
cile Medium of Encouraging the One, without Diſcouraging the Other. 
And This Faculty of Diſcerning is not enough neither, without a Warch- 
ful Aſſiduity of Application. The Juſt Seaſon of Doing Things muſt be 
Nick'd, and All Accidents Obſerv'd and Improv'd ; for Weak Minds are to 
be as Narrowly Attended, as Sickly Bodies: To jay Nothing of the In- 
finite Curioſity of the Operation, in the Forming of our Lives and Man- 
ners : And that not One man of Ten Thouſand is Competently Qualify'd 
for the Office. Upon the Whole Matter there muſt be an Awe maintain'd 
on the One Hand, and at the ſame time, a Love and Reverence Preſery'd 
on the Other. And all this muſt be Order'd too with ſo Gentile a Soft- 
neſs of Addreſs, that we may not Hazzard, cither the Stifling, or the 
Quenching of Generous Inclinations, by bearing roo Hard upon them, 
or the Licentiating of any thing that is Courſe and Vulgar, out of a tooliſh 
Facility or a Miſtaken Pity. Ir is with our Paſſions, as it is with Fire 
and Water, they arc Good Servants, but Bad Maſters, and Subminiſter to 
the Beſt, and Worſt of Purpoſes, at once. This is cnough faid, as to the 
Wickednels, and the Fate of Pride; The Source and Danger of it, toge- 
ther with the only ſure and Effeftual Means of Remedy. 

The Moral leads me in the Next place, to Conſider the Folly of both 
the Horſe and the Aſs ; The One, in Placing his Happineſs upon any 
thing that could be Taken away 3 and the Other, in Envying that Miſta- 
ken Happineſs, under the Abuſe of the ſame Splendid Illuſion and Impo- 
| ſture. 
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ſture, What Signifies a Gay Furniture, and a Pamper'd Carcals; or any 
other Outward Appearance, without an Intrinſick Value of Worth and 
Virtue > VVhat hanifie Beauty, Strength, Youth, Fortune, Embro- 
der'd Furniture, Gawdy Boſſes, or any of Thoſe Temporary, and Uncer- 
tain Satisfaftions, that may be taken from us with che very next Breach 
we draw? Whar Aſſurance can any man have of a Poſſeſſion that Every 
Turn of State, Every Puff of Air, Change -»f Humour, and the leaſt of 
a Million of Common Caſualties may Depri* e him of 2 How many Hut- 
fing Sparks have we ſeen in the World, that in the ſame day haye been 
both che Idols, and the Sport and Scorn of the ſame Slaves and Fools : 
Nay, how many Emperours and Princes, that in the Ruff of All their 
Glory have been taken down trom the Head of a Conquering Army, to 
the Wheel of the Viftors Chariot? VVhere's that Advantage under the 
Sun that any bur a Mad man would be Proud of > Or where's That Pride 
it ſelf that any Mortal in his Right Wits, would not find Reaſon to be 
Aſhamed of 2 Take it ſingly, and what is there More in't, than an Un- 
natural, and an Unmanly Tympany, that Riſes in a Bubble,and ſpends it ſelt in 
a Blaſt> Take it in Complication, and we fiad a Thouſand Weaknelles, 
Iniquities, and Vexatious Cutting Miſeries wrapt up in't. VVhat can 
be more Imprudent than to Aﬀe@ Reputation by the Methods of Infamy 2 
To Aſpire to Greatneſs by the ways of —_— Odious and Contemp- 
tible> And to Propoſe the Erefting of a Mighty Fabrick, upon a Bor- 
tom that will Certainly fink under the Weight ? 

The Difappointments of Thoſe that Build their Hopes in this World 
upon a Falſe Bafis, fall under Theſe Three General Heads. The Ad- 
vantages we Value our ſelves upon, may either be Taken trom Us; or 
We from Them : Or, which is much at One, we may be brought by a 
Thouſand Accidents to loſe the Uſe and Relliſh of them. As firſt for the 
Purpoſez they may be taken from Us, by Cheats, Robberies, Suborna- 
tions, Falſe Oaths, Forgeries, Corrupt Jadges; To fay nothing of Fires, 
Earthquakes, Tempeſts, Inundations, Inſurreftions, and Other Violences 
withour Number, Secondly, We may be taken from Them, by as many 
Ways as there are out of This World. A Fly or a Hair ſhall do the 
Office of a Rope. And then for the Third Branch, an Indiſpoſition, a 
Feaver, an Acute Pain, an Impetuous Paſſion, an Anxious Thought, ſm- 
potency and Old Age, ſhall do the Work of Taking away both the Guſt, 
and the Comfort of them, Nay, the very Loſs of One Pleaſure is enough 
to Damp, if not to Deſtroy the Relliſh of Another. 

Bur now to carry the Allufion One Step further yet; It may be li- 
terally Aſſerted, that All Proud Men, over and above the Stroke of a 
Divine Judgment, are Miſerable, even in Themſelves, and that no Circum- 
ſtances in This World can ever make them Other. Their Appetites are 
Infatiable, and their Hearts conſequently never at Reſt ; Whether ir be 
Wealth, Power, Honour, Popular Eſteem, or whatever elſe they pre- 
rend to, They Envy, and they are Envy'd. Tis Impoſſible for them 
ro be at reſt, without Enjoying whar it is Impoſſible for them to Acrain. 
They live Gaping after More, and in a perpetual Fear of Loſing what 
they have already. The Higher they are Rais'd, the Giddier they are; 
the more Slippery is their Standing, and the Deeper the Fall. They are 
never Well, fo long as Any thing is above them: And their Ambirion 
carries them on to the Supplanting of theic very Maſters and Makers : 
When yet by a moſt Ridiculous Contradidtion, they lie Effeftualiy, ( W 
the 
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the very fame Inſtant) at the mercy of che men chey molt Delpile. { /he 
Silver, being Ten Thouſand Talents, is given to Thee (lays Abaſuerws to 
Haman,) The People alſo, to do with them, as it ſeemeth good unto Thee, 
Eſther, Cap.3. V. 11.] Who would have Imagin'd now, that the Stiff 
Crolsncls of a Poor Captive, ſhould ever have had the Power to make 
Haman's Scat ſo Uncaſie to him? Or that the want of a Cap, or a 
Cringe, ſhould ſo Mortally Diſcompoſe him, as we find atrerwards it 
did! It Large Poſlſeſſions, Pompous Titles, Honourable Charges, and 
Profitable Commiſſions ; If a Plentiful Iſlue, Court-Favours, or thc 
Flowing Bounty of a Gracious Prince, could have made This Proud man 
Happy, there would have been Nothing wanting to his Eſtabliſhmenc, 
Bur All This did not do his Work, it ſeems 3 neither, as big as he was, 
did there in Truth, necd any Great Matter ro Unſertle him. Burt he was 
as ſure to ſink under the Infirmity of his Own Mind, as it he had been 
Doom'd to Sink in the Fate of a Common Ruine. 

IWhex Haman ſaw Mordecai in the Kings Gate, (ſays the Text) that 
he flood not up, nor Moved for him, he was full of Indignation againſt 
Mordecai. Newertheleſs, Haman Refrained himſelf, and when he came 
Home, he ſent and call'd for his Friends, and Tercſh, his Wife; and told 
them of the Glory of his Riches, and the Multitude of his Children, And 
All the Things wherein the King had Promoted him, and how he had 4d 
wvanced him above the Princes and Servants of the King. Tea, Eſther the 
Dueen (ſays he) did let mo man come with the Ring unto the Banquet 
that ſhe had prepard, but my ſelf; and to morrow am 1 Invited unto her 
alſo with the King | Yet All This Availeth Me Nothing, fo long as I 
ſce Merdecai the Jew ſitting at the Kings Gate, Eſther, Cap. 5. V. 9. to, 
II,12, 13. 

This _ of Faman's Caſe may ſerve, in a Good Meaſure, for a 
Moral to the Arrogance of the ZZorſe here in the Fable; only ZFlaman's 
Pride was the more Invidious and Malicious of the Two. To Wind up 
the Storyz Mordecai was an Eye.fore to Faman, and a Gallows of Fifty 
Cubits High was prepar'd for him by the Order of Haman, Cap, 5. Y. 14. 
But the King, upon Examination of the Matter, Order'd Zaman Him- 
ſelf ro be Hanged, [| So they Flanged Haman upon the Gallows that he 
had prepared for Mordecai, Cap. 7. V.10.) HHaman's Pride, in finc, was 
a Torment to him, and he was not only Puniſh'd By it, and For it, but 
by a Righteous Judgment of Reraliation, he ſuffer'd Death Himſelf up- 
on the very Gibber that he had provided for Another. 

How Wretched a Creature was Haman now, even in the Carecſles of 
his Royal Maſter, and in the very Rapture of all his Glories! And how 
Vain again were All the Marks and Enſigns of his CharaQter and Power ; 
that were not- able ro ſupport him againſt one Slighting Look of a Sorry 
Slave! He had the World at Will, we ſce ; but All was as good as No- 
thing to him, ſo long as he ſaw Mordecai the Jew fitting in the Kings 
Gate, Where's the Sober Man now, that would not rather chuſe to be 
Mordecai in the Gate, upon Theſe Terms, than to be Faman in the Pa- 
lace > The One had the Bleſſing of a Conſcience that Fears Nothing but 
God ; the Other was Hauntcd with a Fantaſtical Weakneſs of Mind, 
that makes a man Dread Every thing, and ſtand in awe of his Own Sha- 
dow! A Word, a Thought, an Imagination, a Countenance is enough 
to Break his Sleep, and to Shake the very Foundations of the Babe! 
that he has Built, He fanſics Every Bolt that's Leveclld at his 
Vices, 
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Vices, to be Pointed at his Perion, and finds himſelf Wounded in the 
Morality of the moſt Innocent Reproots. He's a Slave to All Paſſions, 

All Accidents, and All forts of Men. A Jeſt, a Banter, a Lampoon; 

Nay a Glance, an Infinuation, or a Bare Caſuality, with the Help of a 

Guilty Conlcicnce, and a Suſpicious Gloſs of Application, is enough to 

Murder him; for he Conceits himlelt to be Struck at, when he is nor 

ſo much as Thoughr of : as I dare appeale ro the Conſciences of a Thou- 

ſand Top-Gallant Sparks, that will fancy their Own Caſe to be the Key 

ro This Moral. He makes himlclt Odious to his Superiours, by his 

Haughtineſsz to his Equals, by a Reſtleſs Courſe of Fattious Comperti- 
tions; and then he never fails of a Viculent Hatred and Envy , from 
thoſe that are Below him; So that he's Beſet with Enemics on All hands, 
the Mcaneſt of which is not withour Many and Many a Way to the 
Wreaking of a Malice, and to the Gratifying of a Revenge. As to the 
Wretchcedneſs of his Condition, 'tis all a caſe to Him, whether he be 
Teiz'd out of his Life by a Judgment of Flies and Lice, or Stung to 
Death by Ficry Scrpents. And he is not orfly Tormented by Others, 
but the very Tormenter of Himſelf roo. Nay, rather than want a Co- 
lourable Ground of Trouble, he Creates it. His Pride is a Continual 
Drought upon him, and a Thirſt never ro be Quench'd. His Conſcience, 
his Fancy, his Fears, Jcalouſies, and Miſtakes 3 Every thing helps on 
toward his Undoing. And now to the Infinite Variety of Plagues that 
Wait upon Pride, there is likewiſe as Great a Diverſity of Imperious 
Humours for This Miſery to Work upon. As for Example, There is a 
Pride of Stomach, a Pride of Popularity, a Pride of Brow, Equipage, and 
Parade. There's a Pride of Tongue without cither Brains, or Heart to 
Support ir. Thcre is an Abjett, (in fine ) and there is a Surly Pride ; 
But to Conclude, there is All This, and a Thouſand times more of the 
ſame Kind and Colour, that lies Naturally Couch'd under This Allegory. 
And not One Inſtance at laſt, that is nor verify'd by Many and Many 
an Example. 

Now as to the Envy ot the 4/5 it was a Double Folly 3 for he Mi- 
ſtakes both rhe Horſes Condition, and his Own. *Tis Madneſs to Envy 
any Creature that may in a Moment become Miſerable; Or for any 
Advantage that may in a Moment be taken from him. The 4/s En- 
vies the Horſe to dayz and in ſome Figf Days more, the Horſe comes 
to Envy Him: Wherefore let no man Deſpair, ſo long as it is in the 
Power , cither of Dcath, or of Chance, to Remove the Burden. No» 
thing but Moderation and Greatneſs of Mind can make, either a Pro- 
ſperous, or an Adverſe Forrune Eafic to us. The Only Way to be Hap» 

y is to ſubmit to our Lotz for No man can be properly ſaid to be 
Miſerable that is not wanting to Himſelf. It is Certatnly True, thar 
many a Jolly Cobler has a Merrier Heart in his Stall, than a Prince in 
his Palace. 
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F aB. XXXIX. 
A Bat and a Weazle, 


Weaxle had ſeiz'd upon a Bat, and the Bat begg'd for 

Life. No, No, ſays the Weazle, I give No Quarter to 
Birds. Ay ( ſays the Bat ) but I'm a Mouſe you ſee; look 
on my Body elſe: and fo ſhe got off for That Bout. The 
ſame Bat had the Fortune to be Taken a While after by Another 
Weaz/e; and there the Poor Bat was forc'd to beg for Mercy 
once again. No, ſays the Weaz{e, No Mercy to a Mouſe, Well 
(ſays "Tother,) bur you may ſee by my Wings that I'm a Bird 
and ſo the Bat ſcap'd in Both Capacities, by Playing the 


Trimmer. 
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A Bat, Birds, and Beaſts, 


Pon a Deſperate and a Doubtful Battel betwixt the Birds 

and the Beaſts, the Bat ſtood Neuter, 'till ſhe found that 

the Beaſts had the Better on't, and then went over to the Stronger 
fide. Bur it came to pals afterward ( as the Chance of War is 
Various ) that the *Birds Rally'd their Broken Troups, and 
carry'd the Day ; and away ſhe went Then to 'Tother Party, 
where ſhe was Tryd by a Councel of War as a Deſerter ; 
Script, Baniſh'd, and finally Condemn'd never to ſee Daylight 


again. 


Fas. XLL 
An Eſtriche, Birds, and Beaſts. 


He Eſtriche is a Creature that pafles in Common Reputa- 

tion, tor Half-Bird, Half-Beaſt. This Amphibious Wretch 
happend to be Taken Twice the ſame Day, in a Battel berwixt 
the Birds and the Beaſts,and as an Enemy to Both Parties. The Birds 
would have him to be a Beaſt, and the Beaſts Concluded him to 
be a Bird; but upon ſhewing his Feet ro Prove that he was No 
Bird, and upon {hewing his Wings, and his Beak, to prove that he 
Was 
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was No Beaſt, they were Satisfy'd upon the Whole Matter, that 
though he ſeem'd tro be Both, he was yer in Truth neither the 
One, nor the Other. 


The MoRAL of the Three FABLES above. 


Trimming in ſome Caſes, is Foul, and Diſhoneſt; in Other, Laudable ; 
and in ſome again, not only Floneſt, but Neceſſary. The Nicety lies in 
the skill of Diſtinguiſhing upon Caſes, Times, and Degrees. 


REFLEXION, 


W & are here taught in ſome Caſes to Yield to Times and Occaſions; 
but with a Saving ſtill, co Honour, and to Conſcience. A Wiſe and an 
Honeſt Man will always Mean the fame Thing; but he's a Fool that 
always fays the ſame Thing. Aſop however Condemns the Double Pra- 
Etices of Trimmers, and All Falle, Shuffling, and Ambidextrous Dealings. 
He pives alſo tro Underſtand, that Thoſe that pretend at the ſame time 
to ſerve Two Maſters, arc Truc to Neither. 

The Thrce Fables next aboye have a Great Afﬀinity One with Ano- 
ther, and yet not withour ſome Remarkable Diverſities neither. From 
the Emblem of the Bat and Weazle, we are to Gather, that there are Cer- 
tain Ways, Caſes, and Occaſions, wherein, Diſguiſes, and Artificial E- 
vaſions are in ſome Meaſure Allowable, provided only that there be No 
Scandalous, or Malicious Departure from the Truth. This Shuffling of 
the Bat in the Paw of the Weazle, was but making the Beſt of what he 
had ro ſay, and to ſhew for Himſelf, roward the faving of his Life, 
There was No Breach of Faith, or of Truſt in'c;z No Abandoning of a 
Duty, No Thought of Treachery z Nor in Ette&, any thing more in'r, 
than a Fair Chriſtian Way of putring out Falſe Colours. 

The Bat that ſtood Neuter, may ſerve for the Character of a Time- 
ſerving Trimmer : He Betrays his Party, firſt, in withdrawing his Aſliſt- 
ance. Secondly, In going over to the Stronger Side, and Declaring Him- 
ſelf an Open Enemy when his Fellows had the Worſt on't. His Judg- 
ment, in fine, was Juſt, and if All Double Dealers and Deſerters were 
ſerv'd as This Bat was, it would be an Example of Terrour to Renegades 
and of Encouragement to Honeſt Men. 

The Eſtriches Caſe ſeems to be Different from the Other Two. He 
Fought , ( though 'tis not faid on which fide) and he was Taken in the 
Barrel. He had the Shape, but not the Heart of a 7rimmer, and it was 
rather Nature then Fraud, that brought him off. Now there are Many 
things in an Afﬀir of This Quality that may be Warrantable, even upon 
the Niceſt Scruples of Honour, in him that ſuffers the Violence, which per- 
chance would not be ſo in the Agoreſlor. 
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Fas. XLIL 
A Wolfe and a For, 


Wolfe that had a mind to take his Eaſe, Stor'd himſelf Pri- 

varely with Proviſions, and ſo kept Cloſe a while. Why, 
how nbw Friend ſays a Fox to him, we han't ſeen You abroad 
ar the Chace this many a day! Why truly ſays the Wolfe , I 
have gotten an Indiſpoſition that keeps me much at Home, and 
I hope I ſhall have Your Prayers for my Recovery. The Fox 
had a Fetch in't, and when he ſaw it would not Fadge ; Away 

oes he preſently to a Shepherd, and tells him where he might 
Ka a Wolfe 1f he had a mind tot. The Shepherd follow'd his 
DireCtions, and Deſtroy'd him. The Fox immediately, as kis 
Next Heir, repairs to his Cell, and takes poſleſſion of his Stores ; bur 
he had Little Joy of the Purchaſe, for in a very ſhort time, the 
ſame Shepherd did as much for the Fox, as he had done betore 
for the Wolfe. 


The Mo KR AL: 


*Tis with Sharpers as *tis with Pikes, they Prey upon their Own kind : 
And 'tis a Pleaſant Scene enough, when Thieves fall out among them- 
ſelves, to ſee the Cutting of One Diamond with Another. 


REFLEXION. 


'T15 Impoſſible for an Envious Man to be Happy. He makes the World 
his Encmics, and the Miſchicte that he docs to Others, returns in a Judg- 
' ment upon his Own Head. There's No Truſting of a Crafty Defigning 

Knaye. I do not- ſpeak of the Truſt of Privacy and Confidence only ; 
but a Wiſe Man would not fo much as Venture himſelf in ſuch Company, 
nor let him come within diſtance of ſo much as knowing how to pur a 
Trick upon him. This Fable ſhews us the Danger of ſuch Converſation. 
And it ſhews us likewiſe the Juſt Fate that Attends the Treachery, even 
of One Traytor to Another : The Wolfe had a Deſign upon the Fox ; 
The Fox had a Counter-Defign upon the Wolfe : ( which was no more 
then a Couple of Crafty Knaves well Match'd ) And the Shepherd did 
Juſtice upon them Both. 
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Fas. XLIIL 
A Dtag Drinking, 


S a Stag was Drinking upon the Bank of a Clear Stream, 
he ſaw his Image in the Water, and Enter'd into This Con- 
tremplation upon't. Well! ſays he, It Theſe Pityful Shanks of 
mine were but Anſwerable to this Branching Head, I can bur 
think how I ſhould Defy All my Enemies. The Words were 
hardly our of his Mouth, but he Diſcover'd a Pack of 
coming full-Cry towards him. Away he Scours croſs the Fields, 
Caſts off the Dogs, and Gains a Wood ; bur Preſſing thorough 
a Thicket, the Buſhes held him by the Horns, till che Hounds 
came in, and Pluckd him Down. The Laſt Thing he ſaid was 
This. What an Unhappy Fool wasI, to Take my Friends for 
my Enemies, and my Enemies for my Friends ! I Truſted to my 
Head, that has Betrayd me, and I found fault with my Lezgs, 
that would otherwiſe have brought me off. 


| 
The MoR AL. 


He that does not thorouzhly know himſelf, may be Well Allowed to make 
a Falſe Judgment upon other Matters that moſt Nearly concern him. 


REFLEXION.' 


THIS is to ſhew us how perverſly we Judge of Many Things, and 
take the Worſe for the Better ; and the Better for the Worſe; upon a very 
great Miſtake, both in what we Deſpiſe, and in what we Admire. But 
we are rather for That which is Fair, and Plauſible in Appearance, then 
for That which is Plain and Profitable in Effet ; Even to the Degree of 
Preferring Things Temporal to Ecernal, 

He that would Know Himſelf, muſt look into Himſelf. *Tis only the 
Reſemblance, or the Shadow that he ſees in the Glaſs, Not the Man. Tis 
One Thing to Fancy Greatneſs of Mind ; Another Thing to Pratiſe it ; for 
a Body may Promiſe, nay and reſolve upon Many Things in Contemplation, 
that he can never make good upon Tryal. How did the Stag deſpiſe the 
Dogs here, at the ſight of his Armed Head in the Fountain ; but his Heart 
went quite to another Tune, when the Hounds were at the Heels of him. 
We are likewiſe taught here, how ſubyje& Vain Men are ro Glory in Thar 
which commonly Tends to their Loſs, their Misfortune, their Shame, and 
their very DeſtruQtion ; and yet at che ſame time to take their Beſt Friends 
for their Enemies. But there's a Huge Difference berwixt a Falſe Conception 
of Things, and the True Nature and Reaſon of chem. The Stag Prided 
himſelf in his Horns, that afterward Shackled, and were the Ruine of hims 
bur made flight of his Piryful Shexks, that if it had not been for bis Branch- 
ing Hcad, would have brought him off. 


Fas. 


—— - - 


L_ 


ſos FABLES. 


Fas. XLIV. 
A Snake and a File, 


Here was a Snake got into a Smith's Shop, and fell to Lick- 
ing of a File, She Saw the File Bloudy, and till the 
Bloudyer it was, the more Eagerly the Lick'd it ; upon a Fooliſh 
Fancy, that it was the File that Bled, and that She her ſelf had the 
Better on't, In the Concluſion, when ſhe could Lick no Longer, 
ſhe fell ro Biting ; bur finding ar laſt that ſhe could do no more 
Good upon't with her Teeth, then wich her Tongue, ſhe Fairly 
left ir. 


The MORAL. 


'Tis a Madneſs to fland Biting and Snapping at any thing to no manner of 
purpoſe, more then the Gratifying of an Impotent Rage, in the fancy of 
Hurting Another, when in truth, we only Wound our ſelves. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1s Fable ſets out the Malignity of ſome Spiteful People, that take fo 
much Pleaſure in the Deſign of Hurting others, as not to Feel, and Unger- 
ſtand that they only Hurt themſelves. This is the Caſe of Thoſe that will 
be Trying Maſterics with their Superiors, and Biting of That which is roo 
Hard for their Teeth. There's no Contending with an Adverlary that's 
cither Inſenſible, or Invincible: And the Rule holds, in Maitcrs, not only 
of Actual Force and Violence, but of Fortunc and Good Name; tor *tis no 
better then Downright Madneſs, to ſtrike where we have No Iower to 
Hurt, and to Contend where we are ſurc to be Worſted. The Doftrine 
is this, That Every Man ſhould Conſider his Own Strength, and Act ac- 
cordingly. 


P———_ 


FasB., XLV. 
A League betwixt the ÞW0lves and the Sheep, 


Here was a Time when the Sheep were lo Hardy as to Wage 

War with the Wolves ; and ſo long as they had the Dogs 4 

their Allies, they were, upon all Encounters, at leaſt a Match 
for their Enemies. Upon This Conſideration, the Wolves ſent 
their Embaſladors ro the Sheep, to Treat about a Peace, and in 
the Mean Time there were Hoſtages given on Both Sides ; the Dogs 
on the part of the Sheep, and the Wolves Whelps on the Other Parr, 
till Macters might be brought to an Iflue. While they were upon 
Treaty, 


| 
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Treaty, the Whelps fell a Howling ; The Wolves cryed out Trea- 
ſon; and pretending an Infraction in the Abule of their Hoſtages, 
fell upon the Sheep immediately without their Dogs, and made 
them pay for the Improvidence of leaving themſelves without a 


Guard. 
The Mo KR AL. 


'Tw ſenſeleſs to the Higheſt Degree to think of Eſtabliſhing an Alliance among 
thoſe that Nature her ſelf has Divided, by an Inconciliable Diſagree- 
ment. Beſide, that a Fooliſh Peace is much more Deſtruftive than a 


Bloody War. 
REFLERION 


T © take This Fable in a Political Senſe; a Peace that purs People out 
of Condition of Detence, in caſe of a War, muſt expefta War ; and ſuch 
a State as leaves them at the Mercy of an Enemy, is Worſe then War it 
ſelf. There's no Truſting to the Articles and Formalities of an Our-ſide 
Peace, upon the pretended Reconciliation ot an Implacable Enemy. Chri- 
ſtian Religion bids us Forgive: But Chriſtian Prudence bids us have a Care 
too, whom we Truſt. *Tis juſt in the World as it is in the Apologue. 
Truces, and Ceſſations, are both Made, and Broken, for Preſent Conve- 
niencez and where the Allies find they may be the Berter for't, we may 
lay down this for an undoubred Truth, that there can never want a Co- 
lour for a Rupture, where there's a Good Will to't. *Tis No New Thing 
ing in the World for the Dogs that are to keep the Wolves from Worrying 
the Sheep, to be deliver'd upto the Enemy for Hoſtages, tor fear the Sheep 
ſhould Worry the Wolves. This was our very Caſe within the Memory of 
Man, when Matters were brought to the ſame Iſſue in the Kingdom by'r, 
that they are here in the Fable: Witneſs the ſeveral and ſeveral Treaties and 
Propoſals that were 1ct a foot under the Countenance of a Good Will to - 
Peace : Where only ſuch Conditions were infilted upon by the Deſigning 
Party, as would be almoſt Equally Deſtructive to all Honeſt Men, whe- 
ther they were Granted or Refuſed. The One Way the Wotves were to 
have the Sheep left at Mercy 3 and the Orher Way, the Scandal was turn'd 
upon the Retuſers, as the Enemies of an Accommodation ; Nay and the 
very Dogs were turn'd into Wolves too; while Lawyers, and Divines, made 
the Law and the Goſpel Felons of themſelves, and ſuborn'd the Scriptures 
againſt the very DoQrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


—_————— 
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Fas. XLVI. 
An Are and a Fozreſt, 
_—_— that had got the Iron-Work of an Axe all- 


ready, went to the Next Forreſt to beg only {o much 


Wood as would make a Handle tog, The Matter _ d þ 
mail, 


— —— 
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ſmall that the Requeſt was Eafily Granted ; but when the Tim- 
ber-Trees came to find that the Whole Wood was to be Cur 


down by the Help of This Handle, There's No Remedy, they 
cry'd, but Patience, when People are undone by their own Folly. 


Fas. XLVYIL 


A Tree and a Wedge. 


A Workman was Cutting down a Tree to make Wedges of it. 
Well ! ſays the Tree, I cannot bur be extremely Troubled 
at the Thought of what I'm now a doing; And I do not fo 
much Complain neither, of the Axe that does the Execution, as 
of the Man that Guides it; but it is My Miſery thatI am to be 
Deſtroy d by the Fruit of my own Body. 


Fas, XLVIIL 


The Eagle and Arrow, 


N Eagle that was Watching upon a Rock once for a Hare, 
had the Ill Hap to be Struck with an Arrow. This Arrow, 
it ſeems, was Featherd from her own Wing, Which very Con- 


ſideration went nearer her Heart, ſhe ſaid, chan Death it elf. 


F as, XLIX. 
A Thſh caken with Birdlime. 


T was the Fortune of a Poor Thruſh, among other Birds, to 
be taken with a Buſh of Lime-Twigs, and the Milerable Crea- 
ture Reflecting upon ir, that the Chief Ingredient in the Birdlime 
came out of her own Guts : I am not half ſo much Troubled, 
ſays the Thruſh, at the Thought of Dying, asar the Farality of 
Contributing ro my Own Ruine. 


The MORA L of the Four FABLES above. 
Nothing goes nearer a Man in his Misfortunes, then to find himſelf Undone 


by his Own Folly, or but any way Acceſſory to his own Raine. 
REFLEXION. 


Eſos FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


TH E Fables of the Ax-Handle, and the Wedge, ſerve to Precaution 
us not to put our ſelves Needlefly upon an After Game, but to Weigh be- 
fore hand what we Say, and Do. We ſhould have a Care how we Arm 
our Encmics againſt our Selves; for there's Nothing goes Nearer a Man 
than to be Undone by his Own Improvidence ; and Nothing afterward 
more Ridiculous, then to Blame Fortune for our own Faults: Though we 
arc ſo Fram'd by Nature, in reſpe&t of our Souls and Bodies, that One 
Part of a Man is till Wounded by the Other. Nothing ſo much Trou: 
bled the Fag/e and the Zhruſb, as the Thought of aſfiſting to their own 
Deſtruction. 

There's No living in This World without an Exchange of Civil Offices, 
and the Necd we have One of Another, goes a Great Way toward the Ma- 
king of us Love One Another. How is this Amity, and Communication 
to be- cntertain'd now, but by the Commerce of Giving and Receiving? 
Reaſon, and Experience, arc Sufficient to convince us of the Neceſlity of 
ſuch a Correſpondence ; And this FiCtion of the Axe and the Forreſt, and 
ſo of the Tree and the Wedge, ſhews us the Danger of it too, if it be nor 
Manag'.! with a Provident Reſpe&t to All the Niceties of Circumſtance, 
and Contingency in the Caſe, People have got a Cuſtom, 'tis true, of 
Computing upon the Preſent Need, and Value of Things, without ever 
heeding the Conſequences of them: As it all our Askings, and our Grant- 
in2s wereto be Governcd by the Standard of the Market. *77s ſo pityful 
a Bus neſs, ſays One, and it was ſo ſmall a Thing, ſays Anotherz And yer 
this Vityful Buſ'neſs, and this Small Thing proves at laſt ro be as much as a 
Man's Life, Honor, and Eſtate is Worth. Alas ! What's a Handle for an 
Axe, out of a whole Forreſt! What's the Writing of a Man's Name, or 
the ſaying Ay, or No to a Queſtion ? And yer the very Safety and Honour 
of our Prince and Country, and the Summ of our Well-being lies many a 
time ar Stake upon the Ifſuc of doing either the One or the Other. Nay and 
|:t the People we have to do withal be never ſo Jult and Honeſt, ir is yet 
a Temerity, and a Folly Inexcuſable, ro Deliver up our felves Needleſfly 
into Ancthers Power : For He that does any thing Raſhly, muſt be taken 
in Equity of Conſtruction to do it willingly : For he was Free to Delibe- 
rate or Not: 'Tis Good Advice to Conſider, Firſt, what the Thing is that 
is D:iired. 2. The Character of the Perſon that Asks. 3- Whar uſc 
may be made on'tto the Detriment ot him that Grants the Requeſt, and 
ſo ro Reſolve how far in Duty, Humanity, Prudence, Juſtice, and Reſpett, 
we arc to Comp:y with it. Whereſoever there is a Moral Right on the 
One Hand, No Secondary Intereſt can Diſcharge it on the Other. A 
Pris/ner upon Parole mult ſurrender himſelf upon Demand, though he 

Die for'c, A Man may Contribute to his own Ruin Several Ways ; bur 
in Caſcs not tro be Foreſeen, and fo not to be Prevented, it may be his 
Misfortunc, and the Man not to blame. We are not to omit Precaution how- 
ever, for icar an Ill Uſe ſhould be made of Thoſe Things that we do, even 
with a Good Intention; but we are ſtill ro Diſtinguiſh berwixt what may 
Pollibl'y, and what will Probably be done, according to the Beſt Mcaſures 
wo cn take of the End of Asking; for there would be No Place left for 
th: Fun&tions of Humane Socicty, it rhe Poſſibility of Abbſing a Kind- 
ne{s, ſhould wholly Divert us from the Exerciſe of Charity and Good Na: 
ture, There may be Great Miſchicf Wrought yer, without any thing of 
H a Pre- 


Ajos FABLES. 


a Previous Malice, and it may be Hazardous to Yield, even where the 
Propoſal is wholly Innocent, There may be other Propoſitions again, that 
were Originally Deſign'd for Snares, to the Short-ſighred and Credutous, 
Now 'tis the Art ot Life, Critically ro Diſcern the One Caſe from the 
Other. 

There nceds Little more to be ſaid ro the Emblems of the Fagle and 
the Thruſh, than to obſerve, that both by Chance, and by Nature, weare 
made Acceſſary to our Own Ruines: and That's cnough to Trouble 
a Body, though not to Condemn him. 


Tak Tc 
The Belly and Members, 


HE Commoners of Rome were gon off once into a Direct Fa- 
ction againſt the Senate. They'd pay no Taxes, nor be 
forcd to bear Arms, they ſaid, and 'twas againlt the Liberty of the 
Subjeft to pretend ro Compel them to'r. The Sedition, in ſhort, 
ran ſo High, that there was no Hope of Reclaiming them, till 
Menenis Agrippa brought them to their Wits again by This 
Apologue : 
The Hands and the Feet were in a Deſperate Mutiny once a- 
ainſt the Belly. They knew-No Reaſon, they ſaid, why the One 
ſhould lye Lazying, and Pampering it ſelf with the Fruit of the 
Others Labour ; and it the Body would not Work for Company, 
they'd be no longer at the Charge of Maintaining it. Upon 
This Mutiny, they kept the Body lo long without Nouriſhment, 
that All the Parts Suffer'd for'c : Infomuch that the Hands and Feet 
came in the Concluſion to find their Miſtake, and would have 
been willing Then to have Done their Office ; but it was now coo 
Late, for the Body was ſo Pin'd with Over-Faſting, that it was 
wholly out of Condition to receive the Benefit of a Relief: which 
gave them to Underſtand, that Body and Members are to Live and 
Die together. | 


The MoR AL. 


The Publick, is but One Body, and the Prince the Head on't ;, ſo that what 
Member ſoever' withdraws his Service from the Head, is no Better 
than a Negative Traitor to his Country, 


KETLEATON 


TH1s Allegoty is a Political Reading upon the State and Condition 
of Civil Communities, where the Members have their Several Offices, 
and Every Part Contributes reſpeCtively ro the Preſervation and Service 


; 
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ef the Whoic. "Tis true, their Operations are More or Lefs Noble, bur 
the Mechanical Facultics can no more be Spar than the Intellectual, and 
thoſe chat Serve 1n Council under an Appearance of Reſt, are yet as Buſic, 
and as Necelſlary, in their Functions, as thote that arc Actually and Vi. 
filly in Motion. Here's a Caution in fine, to the Members, to have a carc 
how they withdraw themlclves trom their Duties, ill ic ſhall be roo late 
{or thcir Superiors to make ule of them. 

[herc is ſo Near an Analogy berwixt the State of a Body Natural, and 
and Politique, that the Neceſlity of Government and Obcdicnce cannot be 
berter Repreſented, The Motions of a Popular Faction arc fo Violent, 
and Unr-aſonable, that neither Philoſophy, Prudence, Experience, nay, nor 
the Holy Writ it fei?, has the Power ( ordinarily ſpeaking ) to Work upon 
them. If Pcople would allow themſelves Tzme for Thought, and Con- 
ſidcration, they would find that the Confervation of the Body depends up- 
on the Proper Uſe and Service of the Several Parts z and that the Intereſt 
of Every Diſtindt Member of it, is wrapt up wm the Support, and Main- 
renance of the whole, which obliges themall ro Labour in their Reſpective 
Offices and Functions for the Common Good, There are Degrees of Digni- 
ty ( no doubr on't ) in Both Caſes, and One Part is to be Subſervient to 
Another, in the Order of Civil Policy, as well as in the Frame of a Man's 
Body : fo that they arc mightily our of the way, that take Eating and 
Drinking, and Un Eating, and Un-Drinking, in a courſe of Viciſlitude, 
with othcr Offices of Nature that are common to Beaſts with Men, to be 
the Great Bus'nets of Mankind, without any. further Regard to the Facul- 
tics, and Dutics of our Reaſonable Being: For Every Member has its Pro- 
per, and ReſpeCtive FunCtion Aligned ir, and not a Finger ſuffers bur rhe 
Whole Fecls on't. 


Fan AL 


An Ape and a For, 


N Ape that found Many Inconveniences by going Bare- 
Arſe, went to a Fox that had a Well-lpread, Buſhy Tayle, 

and begg d of him only a little piece on't to Cover his Nakedneſ : 
For ( lays he) you have enough for Both , and what needs 
more than you have Occaſion for 2 Well, Jobn ( ſays the Fox) be 
it More, or be it Leſs, you get not one ſingle Hair on't ; for I 
would have ye know, Sirrah, that the Tayle of a Fox was never 
made for the Butrocks of an Ape. | 


The MoRaA L. 
Providence has Afſizn'd Every Creature its Station, Lot, Make and Figure; 
and 't15 hot for Vs to ſtand Correfting the Works of an In comprehenſible 
Wiſdom, and an Almighty Power. 


H z RE. 


Aſop's F A BLE S. 


REFLEXIO N 


TH1s5 is to Reprove the Impertinent, Uleleſs, and Unrcalonable De. 
mands of Thoſe that firſt Ask what Another cannor Part with, unlels he be 
a Stark Fool, or a Mad Man. And 2. That which it they could obtain 
would be of No Ule, or Bencfit to them at all. The Old Moral carrics it 
ro Thoſe alſo that will Part with Nothing to the Poor, cvcn out of their 
Superfluitics : But it ſeems to be Abominably Wreſted, tor neither did the 
One want, nor had the other Any Thing to ſpare. 

There are Cerrain Rulcsto be obſerved, as well in Asking. as Denyino, 
Things againſt Natureare unrcalonable on Both Sides. Things Impollible are 
Ridiculous in the very Propoſals and Things which the Oae cannot Sparc, 
and the Other will be never the Better for, tall naturally within the Com- 
paſs of Exceptions. That is to lay, Thoſe Things that we know not what 
to do withal if we Had them; and Thofe Things again, which Another 
Cannot Part with but to his own Loſs and Shame. Theſe Points arc the 
very Conditions of This Fable. Here's a General Caution againſt Extra- 
vagant Deſires, and yet let the Retuſal be never fo Juſt, it is Poſſible how- 
ever, that a Man may Oppoſe a moſt Unconſcionable Requeſt tor an Un. 
juſtifiable Reaſon; As in the Cale tor the purpoſe, of an I1-Naturd Deny Al, 
outof a Diſlike of the Man, rather than of the Thing it ſelf. 

The Application of This Fable ro Avarice, that will part with Nothing, 
ſeems to be Wreſted ; for it ſtrikes more properly upon the Folly of People's 
not being ſatisficd with the Appointments of Nature. An Ape, with a 7 ayl, 
would be as ſcandalous, as a Fox without One. Why thould not Any 
One Creature Envy the Whole, as well as any One Part of Another 2 And 
why ſhould nor an 4pe be as much Troublcd that he has no VV:»gs, as that 
he has no Tayle * This Grumbling Humour has Envy in it, Avarice 
and Jngratitude, and ſcts up it felt in finc againſt All the Works of the 
Creation. | : 


— 


Fas, LIl. 
A Lark and her Poung Ones, 


Here was a Brood of Young Larks in the Corn, and the 
Dam, when ſhe went abroad to Forrage for them, laid a 

Strict Charge upon her Little Ones, to pick up what News they 
could ger againſt ſhe came back again. "They told her at her Re- 
turn, that the Owner of the Field had been there, and Order'd his 
Neigbours to come and Reap the Corn, Well, lays the 01d One, 
thers no Danger yer then, They told her the next Day that he 
had been there again, and Deſir'd his Friends to Dot. Well, 
well, ſays ſhe, there's no Hurt in That neither, and ſo ſhe went our 
a Progging for Proviſions again as before. Bur upon the Third Day, 
when they told their Mother, that the Maſter and his Son appoinr- 
ed to come the Next Morning about it Themſelves : Nay then, 
lays 


— 


Eos FABLES. 


his Word; for 'tis his own Bus'nels. 


OO _— — _— — 
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Fas, LIIl. 
The Stag and the Oren 


Stag that was hard ſet by the Huntſmen, betook himſelf 

ro a Stall for Sanctuary, and prevail'd with the Oxen to 
Conceal him the beſt they could, fo they cover'd him with Straw, 
and by and by in comes the Keeper to Dreſs the Cartel, and to 
Feed them; and when he. had done his Work he went his Way 
without any Diſcovery. The Stag reckon'd himlelt by This Time 
ro be out of All Danger; but One of the Oxen that had more 
Brains than his Fellows, advis'd him not to be roo Confident nei- 
ther; for the Servant, ſays he, is a Puzzling Fool that heeds No- 
thing ; but when my Maſter comes, he'll have an Eye Here and 
There and Every where, and will moſt certainly find ye our; U 
on the very Speaking of the Word, in comes the Maſter, and He 
{pics out "T'wenty Faults, I warrant ye ; This was not Well, and 
That was not Well ; till at laſt, as he was Prying and Groping up 
and down, he felt the Horns of the Stag under the Straw, and lo 


made Prize of hit 


The MOR AL to the Two Fables above. 


Fle tbat would" be ſure to have his Bus'neſs Well Done, muſt either Do 
it Himſelf, or ſee the Doing of it ; Beſide that many a Good Servant is 
Spoil d by a Careleſs Maſter. 


REFLEXION. 


INTEREST Docs more in the World then Faith and Honeſty; for 
Men are more ſenſible in their own Caſe then in Anothers; which is all bur 
according to the Old Saying, Command your Man, and Do't Tour Self. 
Neither, in Truth, is it Reaſonable, that Another ſhould be more Carctul 
of Me, than Iam of my felt. Every Man's Bus'nels is Beſt Done when he 
looks atter it with his Own Eyes: And in ſhort, when Every Man looks to 
One, the Care is taken for All. 

We are likewiſe given to underſtand, in the Misfortune, and Miſtake of 
the Stag, how Rare a Felicity it is for a Man in Diſtreſs, to find outfuch a 
Patron as has the Will and the Reſolution, the Skill, and the Power, to 
Relieve him; and that it is not Every Man's Talent neither, to make the 


Beſt of a Bad Game. The Moxality of this Caution is as good a Leſion to 
| Governments, 


lays ſhe, 'tis time to look about us : As for the Neighbours and the 
Friends, I fear 'em not : bur the Maſter Imfure will be as good as 
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Governmcnts, 2s to Privatc Families. For a Prince's Leaving his Bus nels 
Wholly ro his Miniſters without a Strict Eyc over them 11 their Refredtive 
Officcs and Funthons, is as Dangcrous an Errour in Fe/ztzgyr's, as a Maſters 
Cemmitrting All to his Servant is in Cecovomicks, It is Eitcctvally a Tran- 
lation of the Authority, when a Superior truſts himtclt Implicirly to the 
Faith, Carc, Honeſtly and Diſcretion of an Inicrior. To lay nothing of 
the Tempration to Bribery and Falſe Dcaiing, when fo much may be Gorten 
bye with ſo Little Hazzard, cither of Diſcovery, or Puniſhment. Bcfide 
the Deſperate Inconvemence ot Setting up a Wrong Interclt, by drawing 
Applications out of the Proper Channel ; and Commirring the Authority 
and Duty of the Maſter to the Honeſty and Diicrction of the Servanc. 
Men will be Truc ro Themlclycs how Faithlels focver ro One Another, 


— — —_ --- - —_ 


Easz LIY. 


7 A For and a Sick Lyon. 


Certain Lyon that had got a Politique Fir of Sicknels, made 

ic his Obſervation, that of All the Beaſts in the Forreſt, 
the Fox never came athim : And fo he wrote him Word how 1Il he 
was, and how Mighty Glad he ſhould be of his Company, upon 
the Score of Ancient Friendſhip and Acquaintance, The Fox xe- 
turn d the Complement with a Thouſand Prayers for his Reco- 
very ; but as tor Waiting upon him, he delir'd to be Excusd ; 
For (ſays he) I find the Traces of abundance of Feer Going 
In to Your Majeſties Palace, and not One that comes Back 
again. 

The MO &A A L. 


The Kindneſſes of 1! Natur d and Deſizning Peop!:, ſhould be thoroughly 
Conſider'd, and Examin'd, before we give Credit to them. 


REFLEXION. 


' There's but a Hair's Brcadth here, betwixt an Office of Great Picty, Hu- 
manity and Virtue; and an Action of Extreme Folly, Improvidence, and 
Hazzard. Burt the Fox ſaw thorough the Complement, and that it was, 
in Truth, but an Invitation of him to his Own Funcral. We meet with 
many of Theſe Dangerous Civilities in the World, wherein 'tis a Hard Mar. 
ter for a Manto Save, both his Skin, and his Credit. 

"Tis a Difficult Point to Hit the True Medium, betwixt Truſting too 
Much, and too Little, for fear of Incurring a Danger on the One Hand, or 
giving a Scandal on the Other. Complements are only Words of Courſe, 
and though One External Civility may be Current Payment for 
Another, yet a Man would be loth ro Venture his All upon a Figure of 
Speech, where the Meaning is ſo Nicely Divided berwixe Jeſt and 

Earneſt. "Tis a Baſe Thing to ſuſpe& a Friend, or an Honeſt Man 
Nay 'tisa Baſe Thing to ſuſpe&t any Man, that but Looks like Ones fo 
as 


Aſps FABLES. 
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as to Wound him ; Thar is, either in a Word, or ia a Thought. Bur then 
'tis D:ath perhaps to be Impos'd upon by an Hypocrite under That Maſque. 
So that the Charatter of a Wiſe Man, lyes at S.ake upon Marrer ot Juds: 
ment, Oae Way, and of a Good Natur'd Man, the Ocher Way. - The 
Middle Courſe is to Hide our Diſtruſt where we arc Doubrtul, and to 
be Free, and Open, where we may be Secure, There's No Living with- 
out Truſting ſome body or Other, in ſome Caſes, or at ſome Time or U- 
ther: Bur then it People be not Cautious, Whom, When, and Wherein, 
the Miſtake may be Mortal z for there muit be ſomewhat ot a Truſt to 
make way tor a Treachery ; ſince No man can be Betray'd, that does not 
c:rher Believe, or ſeem tro Believe: So thar the Fox did yell ro Weigh 
All Circumſtances before he came to a Reſolution. The Liow's Deſign was 
well cnough Cover'd under the Diſyuiſe of a Counterteit Sickneſs, and a 
Diſſembled Tenderneſs and Reſpett, for the Drawing of the Fox into the 
Toylc. For there was the Civility of an Invitation, on the One hand, 
and ſome Colour of a Right ro a Viſit, though but out of Compaſſion 
and Gcod Manners, on the Other: Burt the Foxes Sagacity, and ths 
Prints of the Feet Spoild All. This Fable in One Word more, bids us 
be Carctul how we Truſt in Any Caſe without looking Weil about us : - 
for '*tis Halt the BuS'neſs of One part of the World to put Tricks upon 
T other. The Heart of Man is like a Bog, it looks Fair to the Eye 5 but 
when we come to lay any Weight upon't, the Ground is Falſe under us. 
Nothing could be more Obliging and Reſpecttul then the Lyon's Lerrer 
was, in Terms and Appearance; bur there was Death yer in the True In- 
rent and Mcaning on't. 
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FEW 


A For and a Weazel, 


Slam, Thin-Gutted Fox made a Hard Shift to Wriggle his 

Body into a Hen-Roolt, and when he had uf 'd his 
Gurs well, he ſqueez'd hard to get out again; but the Hole was 
roo Little for him. There was a Weaxle a pretty way off, that 
ſtood Learing at him” all This While. Brother Reyard; ( ſays 
he) Your Belly was Empty when you went In, and you muſt 
een ſtay cill Your Belly be Empty again, before vou come 
Qur. | 


— 


The MoRAL 


Temperance keeps the Whole Man in Order, and in a Good Diſpoſition, ot 
ther for 7 hought or Aclion, but the Indulzing of the Appetite brings 4 
Clog, both upon the Bod) and Mind. 


REFLEXION, 


I x a Middle State, both of Body, and of Fortune a man is better Di 
ſpos'd for the Offices of Humane Society, and the Fun&tions of Reaſonable 
Naturcz and the Heart is alfo Freer from Cares and Troubles. There are 
Unwiecldy 


4s FABLES, 


Unwicldy Minds as well as Unwieldy Bodies, and the Fumes of the One Ob. 
ſtruct the Opcrations of the Other. The Head of a Philoſopher will ne- 
ver do well upon the Shoulders of an Epicure. The Body and the Soul 
are Inſeparable Companions, and it is againſt the Nature of This Reaſo. 
nable Union, for the One to be a Clog ro the Other. The Foxe's here, is 
the Caſe of Many a Publick Miniſter, that comes Empty In, but when 
he has Cram'd his Gutts well, he's fain to ſqueeze hard before he can ger 
off again ; and glad ro Compound with his very Skin for his Carcaſcs. 


Then LYL 
A Boare and a Hotlſe, 


A Boar happen'd to be Wallowing in the Water where a Horſe 

was going to Drink, and there grew a Quarrel upon t. The 
Horſe went preſently to a Man,to Afliſt him in his Revenge. They 
agreed upon the Conditions, and the Man immediately Arm'd 
himſelf, and Mounted the Horſe, who carry'd him to the Boare, 
and had the fatisfa&tion of ſeeing his Enemy Kill d before his 
Face. The Horſe Thank'd the Cavalier for his Kindneſs, bur as 
he was juſt about to take leave, the Man fayd he ſhould have 
further Occaſion for him, and ſo Order'd him to be Ty'd up in the 
Stable. The Horle came by This Time, to Underſtand, that his 
Liberty was gone, and No Help for't, and that he had payd Dear 
for his Revenge. 


Fas. LVIL 


A Stag and a Horſe, 


Pon a Diſpute berwixt a Stag and a Horſe about a piece of 
Paſture, the Stag got the Better on't, and beat the Other out 

of the Field. The Horſe, upon This Aﬀront, Advisd with a Man 
what Courſe to Take; who told him, that if he would Submic 


. to be Bridled, and Sadled, and rake a Man upon his Back with a 


Lance in his Hand, he would Undertake to give him the Satisfa- 
Etion of a Revenge. "The Horſe came to his Terms, and for the 
Gratifying of a Preſent Paſſion, made himſelf a Slave all the days 
of his Lite. Steſichorus made uſe of This Fable, to Divert the 
Himerenſes from Chufing Phalaris . the Tyrant for their General. 
This Horſes Cale, ſays he, will be Yours, if you go on with your 
Propoſals. "Tis true, You'l have your Revenge, but you! loſe 
your Liberties; Upon which Words the Motion fell. 

The 
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Aſos FABLES. 


The MoRAL of the two FABLES above. 


Les every man take a True Meaſure of Himſelf, what he is Able to do, 
and what Not 3 before he comes to any Peremptory Reſolution how to 
Proceed. He is a Madman, that to Awoid a Preſent, and a Leſs Evil, 
runs Blindfolded into a Greater ;, and for the Gratifying of a Froward 
Humour, makes himſelf a Slave Al the days of his Life. 


REFLEXION. 


THESE Fables lay Open to us the Folly of Thofke People that make 
themſelves Slaves to their Revenge; for no man ſhould be ſo Angry with 

Another, as to Hurt Himſelf for't, We ſhould likewiſe Conſider, that 

there's More Hazzard in the ſuccour of a New Powerful Friend, then in 

the Hoſtility of an Old Dangerous Enemy; and that the Greateſt Empires 

upon the face of the Earth have had their Riſe from the Pretence of Ta- 

king up Quarrels, or Keeping the Peace. 

Theſe Fables tell us, that it is a Rule of Good Diſcretion in all Mat- 
ters of Quarrel, and Controverfie, for Him that is Worſted to have a 
Great Care Whom he calls to his Aid : Eſpecially when there's more of 
Paſſion then Neceſfity in the Caſe. The Forſe might have Quench'd his 
Thirſt with Troubled-Waterz or he might have ſtay'd the Clearing of 
it; Or Chang'd his Wart'cing Place ; Or when he was forc'd out of One 
Paſture he might have taken-up in Another, which would have Pre- 
ſery'd his Liberty upon the Main, though not as to This Particular : But 
his Stomach was too Grear, it ſeems, to Digeſt the Afront, without ha- 
ving his Enemy ar his Feet: fo that he gives up his Freedom to Gain his 
Revenge. He has Fair Words however, Rich Trappings, and Large Pro- 
miſes ; but Works only for his Maſterz and if atany time he does but 
Slacken his Pace, or abate, cither in his Zeale, or in his Mettle, the Spurr 
is preſently in the Flank of him: Or if he be Unruly, the Bit's upon the 
Check to keep him to his Duty. The Stag was too Hard for the Horſe ; 
and the Horſe flycs for Succour to One that's tro Hard for Him, and 
Rides the One to Death, and Outright Kills the Orher 2 It were Well, if 
Poſſible, to keep All Potent Enemics to the Behaviour in ſuch a Caſe as 
This, Eſpecially it they Appear under the Shape of Friends: Bur if People 
will Venture Lite, Liberty and All, for the Clawing of an ltch, and lay 
Violent Hands upon Themſelves, there's no Fence for'r. 

That which Mz» are to Horſes, in the Scale of Creatures, Men in 
Power and Authority, are in ſome Proportion to the Poor and Weak : 
Thar is to ſay in the Analogy of Servitude, and Drudgery; and in the 
carrying of ſome ſort of Burdens that are a Shame to the Bearer. They 
Toyle and Moyle for the Intereſt of their Maſters, that in requiral, break 
the very Hearts of them for their Pleaſure ; and the Freer they are of 
their Fleſh, the more Scandalous is the Bondage. When they have done 
All that Horſes can do, they are Laſh'd, Spurr'd, Revil'd, and Ill Treated, 
for not being able to do More: They are Hurry'd on without cither Re- 
ſpite or Reaſon; And after they have carry'd their Riders fafe over All 
Leaps, and thorough All Dangers, and by All Ways and Means Contri- 
buted to the Eaſe, Credit, and Security of their Maſtets, what comes of 
them in the End. Fit to be Strain'd, Founder'd or Broken Winded 3 Old 
I \g* 


ſos FABLES. 


Age Overtakes them, and they are e'en Glad to take up in a Mill at laſt 
with Grains and Thiſtles, and there ſpend the Remainder of a Wretched 
Life in a Circulation of Miſery and Labour. It any Man of War, or Scate 
ſhall find This Caſe to be his Own, and Himſclt Touch'd in the Moral of 
This Fable, let him keep his Own Councel, and lcarn to be Wiſer here- 
after. And we may learn This Leſſon of the F/erſe roo, not ro Sacrifice 
our Honour, Liberty, and Conſcience, to a Freak. 


_ | 


—— ——— 


F a B, LVIN. 
Two Poung Men and a Cook, 


Wo Young Fellows Slipt into a Cooks Shop, and while the 
Maſter was Buſie at his Work, One of them Stole a piece 
of Fleſh, and Convey'd it to the Other. The Maſter Miſsd ir 
immediately, and Challeng'd them with the Thelt, He that 
Took it, Swore He had None on't. And He that Had it, Swore 
as Deſperately that He did not Take it. The Cook Reflecting 
upon the Conceit : Well, My Maſters, (lays he ) Thele Frauds 
and Fallacies may paſs upon men ; bur there's an Eye Above that 
ſees thorough them, 


The MOR AL. 


There's No Putting of Tricks upon an Al'-Seeing Power ;, as if Fe that 
Made our Hearts, and knows Every Nook, and Corner of them, could 
wot ſee thorough the Childiſh Fallacy of a Double- Meaning, 


REFLEXION. 


THIS Fable concerns thoſe that think to Deceive God with Fallacics 
of Words, Equivocations, Mental Reſervations, and Double Meanings ; 
but though Frauds and Perjuries may paſs upon Men for a Scaſon, they 
are as Open as the Light yet ro Him that Searches the Heart. A Man 
had Berrer be a Downright Atheiſt, then in ſuch a Caſe as This, an Equi- 
vocating Hypocrite: For He that Denies a Providence, or Doubts whe- 
ther there be any God at all, is much more Pardonable, then Another 
that Acknowledpes, and Confeſſes an All-Secing, and an Almighty Power ; 
and yet at the Same Time, moſt Blaſphemouſly Attconts it. "Tis a Grear 
Unhappineſs that Children ſhould be ſo much Addicted (as we (ee they 
are) to This Way and Humour of Shuffling : Bur it is a Greater Shame and 
Miſchief , for Parents, Governours, and Tutors, to Encourage, and Allow 
them in't, and ſo ( EffefQtually ) ro Train them up to One of the moſt 
Dangerous Corruptions they are Capable of, in Countenancing the very 
Ground-Work of a Falſe and Treacherous Lite. There mult be N » Paradoxing 
or Playing Tricks with Things Sacred. Truth is the Great Leſſon of Rea- 
{onable Nature, both in Philoſophy, and in Religion. Now there is a 
Truth 
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Truth of Opinion ; a Truch of Fa&t, and a Truth in Simplicity and Sin- 
ccrity of Thought, Word, and Deed. The Laſt of the Three is the Truth 
thar is here in queſtion. The Knack of Faſt and Looſe paſſes with a world 
of Fooliſh Pcople for a Turn of Wirz bur they are not aware all this 
while, of the Deſperate Conſequences of an 111 Habir, and that the Pra- 
Qice of Falſifying with Men, will lcad us on Inſenſibly ro a Double-Deal- 
ing even with God Himlelt. 
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Fik 1D 
A Dog and a Butcher, 


S a Butcher was Buly about his Meat, a Dog runs away 

with a Sheeps Heart. The Butcher ſaw him upon the 

Gallop with a piece of Fleſh in's Mouth , and call'd our at- 

ter him, Heark ye Friend (lays he) . you may cen make the Belt 
of your Purchaſe, ſo long as Y'ave made Me the Wiler fort. 
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The Mo KR A L. 


It may ſerve as a Comfort to us in All Our Calamities aid Affliftions, that 
He that Loſes any thing and gets Wiſdom byt, is a Gainer by the 
Loſs. | 

REFLEXION, 


N o man is to Account any thing a Loſs, if he gets Wiſdom' by the 
bargain : Beſide, rhar Boughe Wit is' Beſt. Ir is in ſome Proportion, 
in the Buſineſs of this World, as it is in that of the Next : In the Caſes 
(1 mcan, of Loſſes, Miſcarriages and Diſappointments: We are in Both 
Reſpetts the Berrer for them ( Provided-they be not Mortal, thatis ) for 
they are Monitory and Inſtruftive. Afﬀliction makes a man both Honeſt 
and Wiſe; for the ſmart brings him to a ſenſe'of his Errour, and the Ex- 
periment to the Knowledge of it, We have 1 know not how many / Ad- 
ages to back the Reaſon of This Moral, Fang a Dog apon a Crab-Tree 
( weſay) and H-Z never love Verjuyce. And then we have it again in 
That Common faying, 7he Burnt Child Dreads the Fire. *Tis Wan- 
dring Many timcs, whether it be-in Opinion, or in Travelling, that ſers a 
man Right in his Judgment, and brings him into the way. The Dogs run- 
ning away with the Fleſh, Docs as good as #4 the Cook look Berrer to'r 


Another time. 


A Dog anda Sheep. | See Fable and Moral 29. 
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A Wolfe, a Lamb, and a Goat. 


S a Lamb was following a Goat, Up comes a Wolfe, wheed- 
ling, to get him aſide, and make a Breakfaſt of him: Why 
what a Fool art thou, fays the Wolfe ; that may'ſt have thy Belly 
full of Sweer Milk at Home, to leave thy Mother for a Naſty 
Stinking Goat | Well, ſays the Lamb, bur my Mother has Plac'd 
me here for my Security ; and you'd fain get me into a Corner, 
to Worry me. Pray'e, which of the Two am I ro Truſt to 


Now ? 
The MO KR AL. 


Where there's the Order of a Parent on the One fide, and the Advice of 
an 1il Man, and a Profeſs'd Enemy, on the Other, in Oppoſition to That 
Command, Diſobedience would be Undoubtedly the Ready Way to De- 
ſirutlion. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1s Fable Preaches both Obedience and Caution 3 the One as a Mar- 
ter of Duty, the Otheras a Point of Prudence. The Wolfe ſings direQly the 
ſame Note here with the Common Seducers and Iacendiarics, that we Meer 
with in the World. And tothe ſame End too; for they are both Agreed up- 
on't, that fo ſoon as ever they ſhall have withdrawn the Lambs,or the People, 
from their Religion and Allegiance, and gotten them our of the Pale, and 
PrateQion of their Parents and Governours, they'l make a Prey of 'em 
Themſelves. What's the Wheedling of the Lamb our of the Station where 
Authority had Plac'd him, to go home again for a Belly full of Sweet Milk; 
but a State-Trick of Inveigling the Mulcitude into a Fools-Paradife, with- 
out Underſtanding One word of the Matter in Queſtion ! But ſome Lambs 
are Wiſer and Honeſter then ſome Men - And This very Lamb's Anſwer 
might have become the Mouth of a Good Chriſtian and a Good Subjett. 
For a Concluſion z The Wolves Preaching to the Sheep, and the Foxes 
Preaching to the Geeſe, hold forth the ſame Moral. 


— 
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F a B. LXI. 
A Cat and Uenus, 


Young Fellow that was Paſſionately in Love with a Cat, made 
it his Humble Suit to Yenus to turn Puſs into a Woman. 
The Transformation was Wrought in che Twinkling of an Eye, 
and Our ſhe comes, a Very Buckſome Laſs. The Doting Sor 
took 
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took her home to his Bed; and bad Fair for a Litter of Kit- 
tens by her That Night: But as the Loving Couple lay Snug- 

ing rogether, a Toy took Venus in the Head, to try it the Cat 
Pad Changd her Manners with her Shape; and (o for Experi- 
ment, turn'd a Mouſe looſe into the Chamber, The Cat, upon 
This Temptation, Started out of the Bed, and without any re- 
gard to the Marriage-Joys, made a Leap at the Mouſe, which 
Venus took for ſo High an Afﬀront, that ſhe turn'd the Madam 
into a Puſs again. 


Te WOEHAL. 
" 
The Extravagant Tranſports of Love, and the Wonderſul Force of Nature, 
are unaccountable, The One carries us Out of our Selves, and the O0- 
ther brings uw Back again, 


REFLEXION. 


TH1S is to lay before us the Charms and Extrayagances of a Blind 
Love. It Covers all ImperteQions, and Conſiders neither Quality, nor 
Merit. How many Noble Whores has it made, and how many Imperial 
Slaves ! And lct the Deſetts be never ſo Grols, it either Palliates, or Ex- 
cuſes them. The Womans Leaping at the Mouſe, tells us alſo how Impoſ- 
ſible it is to make Nature Change her Biaſs, and that if we ſhut her out at 
the Door, ſhell come in at the Window. 

Here's the Image of a Wild and Fantaſtical Love, under the Cover of 
as Extravagant a Fable, and it is all but Fancy at laſt too; for men do 
nor See, or Taſt, or Find the Thing they Love, but they Create it. 
They Faſhion an Idol, in what Figure or Shape they pleaſe; Ser ir up, 
Worſhip ir, Dote upon it; Purſue ic ; and in fine, run Mad for't. How 
many Paſſions have we ſeen in the World, Ridiculous enough ro Anſwer 
All the Follies of this Imagination ! Ir was much for Veaas to turn a 
Cat tnto 8 Woman, and for that Cully again to take That Cat for a Wo- 
man : What is it Leſs now, for a Fop to Forman Idea of che Woman he 
Dyes for, Every jot as Unlike That Woman, as the Cat is to the Miſtreſs £ 
Ler This Suffice for the Impoſtures, and Illuſions of That Paſſion. 

We are further given to Underſtand that No Counterteit is ſo Steady, 
and fo Equally Drawn, but Nature by Starts will ſhew her ſelf thorough 
it 3 for Puſs, even when ſhe's a Madam, will be a Mouſer ſtill. *Tis S 
Same Thing wich a Hypocrite, which is only a Devil dreſfs'd up with a Ray 
about him, and Transtorm'd into an Angel of Light. Take him in the 
very Raptures of his Devotion, and do but throw a parcel of Church- 
Lands in his way, he {ball Leap at the Sacrilege from the very Throne of 
his Glory, as Puſs did at the Mouſe; and Pick your Pocket, as a French 
Poet fays of a Jeſuit, in the Middle ot his Patervoſter, 
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A Father and his Sons, 


'T was the Hap of a very Honeſt Man to be the Father of a 
Contentious Brood of Children. He call d for a Rod, and 
bad 'em Take it, and Try One after . Another with All their 
Force, if they could Break ic. They Try'd, and could not. 
Well ( ſays he) Uabind ic now, and take Every T wig of it a- 
part, and ſee what you can do That Way. They Did lo, and 
with Great Eale, by One and One, they inapt it all co pieces, 
This ( ſays he ) is the, True Emblem of Your Condition. - Keep 
Together and Y'are Sate, Divide, and Y are Undone. 


The MoR AL. 


The Breach cf Unity puts the World, and All that's int, into a State of 
War, and turns Every Man's Hand againſt his Brother ; but ſo long as 
the Band holds, "tw the Strength of All the Several Parts of it Gather'd 
mto One, 


REFLEXION. 


TH1S is to Intimate the Force of Union, and the Danger of Diviſion. 
Whar has it becn but Diviſion that has Expos'd Chriſtendom to the Enemics 
of the Chriſtian Faith? And ir is as Ruinous in Private as tis in Publique. 
A Divided Family can no more Stand, than a Divided Common Wealth 
for every Individual Suffers in the Neglc&t of a Common Satcty. 'Tis a 
Strange Thing that Men ſhould nor do That under the Government of a Ra- 
tional Spirit and a Natural Prudence, which Wolves and Boares do by the 
Impulſe oft an Animal Inſtint. For they, we fce, will make Head, One 
and All againſt a Common Enemy ; whereas the Generaliry of Mankind 
lye Pecking ar One Another, till One by One, they are all Torn to Pieces, 
Never confidering ( with the! Father here ) the Neceſſity and Strength of 
Union. 


— tt 


F a Bs. LXUll. 
A Laden Nſſe and a Hoſe. 


S a Horſe and an Aſſe were upon the Way together, the 

'\ ſee cryed out to his Companion, to Eaſe him, of his 
Burden, though never fo little, he ſhould fall down Dead elſe. 
The Horſe would nor; and fo his Fellow-Servant ſunk under his 


Load, The Maſter, upon This, had the ſe Flay'd, and laid 


his 
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his Whole Pack, Skin and All, upon the Horſe. Well, ( = he ) 
This Judgment is befall'n me tor my Ill Nature, in refuſing to 
help my Brother in the Depth of his Diltrels. 


The Mo«&Kk AL. 


It is a Chriſtian, a Natural, a Reaſonable, and a Political Duty, for AZ 
Members of the Same Body to Aſſiſt One Another. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Bus'ncſs of the World, is more or leſs, the Bus'neſs of Every 
Man thart lives in't: And if the Great and the Small do not Joyn in One 
Common Aſliſtance, where the Matter requires it, they are in Danger to be 
Both Undone : So that it is for the Good of the Whole, that the Seyeral 
Parts take care One for Another. 

We have here ſet before us the Miſchieves of Il] Nature, and Imprudence, 
both in One; and the Folly of not Heeding the Duty, as well as the Com- 
mon Neceſlity, of Helping One Another. { Thu is None of My Bus'ne(s ] 
we Cry ; never conſidering, that in Things Requiſite ro be done, what One 
Cannot, Another Muſt : Beſide, that in the Caſe of a Fellow-Servant, or 
an Honeſt Neighbour, I am as much bound to ſave him from Sinking under 
a Heavy Burden, as [ am to give him a Cup of Drink, or a Morſel of Bread, 
to keep him from Choaking or Starving : It makes a Breach in a Commu. 
nity, when Particular Mcn ſhall cake upon them to Divide from the Com- 
mon Service of the Body : And He that ſers up a Private Intereft, Separate 
from the Publique, Diſcontinues the Connexion of the Government, by 
Curting off Thar Link of the Chain. But the Miſeries and Calamities thar 
follow upon departing from the Known Rules and Meaſures of Political Or. 
der, arc ſufficient to Enlighten us in the Reaſon of Political Methods, and 
to Excite us to an Agreement in all Reciprocal Services, One with Another. 
There's the Duty of Charity 'in't, and the Foundations of Governing 
Prudence ; Belide, that we are likewiſe Mov'd to't, by a Senſe of Ten- 
derneſs, Honor and Juſtice, | 

The Churliſh Humour of this Horſe, is too much the Humour of Man- 
kind, even in the Caſe of Subjetts ro the ſame Maſter ; bur ſuch is the Va- 
nity that many People draw from their Titles, and their Trappings, that they 
look down upon their Fellows, as if they were not All made of the ſame Clay. 
To ſpeak che Plain Truth of the Matter, "Tis the Lirtle People that ſupporr 
the Great ; and when the Foundation tails, the whole Fabrick muſt cither 
drop into Rubbiſh, or otherwiſe Reſt upon the Shoulders of their Superiors, 


Eos FABLES. 


Fian. LXIY. 


A Collyer and a Fuller, 


Fuller had a very kind Invitation from a Colher to come 

and Live in the Houſe with him. He gave him a Thou- 
jand Thanks for his Civility ; bur told him that ic would not 
Stand with his Convenience ; for ( ſays he ) as faſt as I make 
any thing Clean, You'll be Smurting it again. 


———— GO Es —_——— — ——_— — — 


FY Wy % 4 


A Thyuſh and a Swallow, 


H my Dear Mother! ſays the Thruſh, Never had any Crea- 

ture ſuch a Friend as I have, of this ſame Swallow. No, 
ſays ſhe, nor ever any Mother ſuch a Fool to her Son as I have, 
of this ſame Thruſh: To talk of a Friendſhip berwixrt People 
that cannot ſo much as live together in the ſame Climate and Sca- 
ſon. One is for the Summer, T'other, for Winter ; And that which 
keeps You Alive, Kills your Companion. 


The MORAL of the Two FABLES above. 


Tis a Neceſſary Rule in Allyances, Matches, Societies, Fraternities, Friend- 
ſhips, Partnerſhips, Commerce, and All Manzer of Civil Dealings and Con- 
tratts, to have a Strift Regard to the Humour, the Nature, and the 
Diſpoſition of Thoſe we have to do withall. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1S is to bid us have a care what Friendſhips we Contra, and 
what Company we keep; for Contrary Humours and Manners will never 

ee together. There can be no Thought of Uniting Thoſe that Nature 
it ſelf has Divided. And this Caution holds good in all the Bug neſs of a 
Sober Man's Life; as Marriage, Studies, Pleaſures, Society, Commerce, 
and the like : *Tisin ſome fort, with Friends ( Pardon the Courſeneſs of the 
Illuſtration ) asitis with Dogs i# Couples, They ſhould be of the ſame Size, 
and Humour ; and That which Pleaſes the One ſhould Pleaſe the Other : 
Bur if they Draw Several Ways, and it One be too Strong for T'other, 
they'll be ready to Hang themſelves upon Every Gare or Style they come at. 
This is the Moral of the Friendſhip berwixt a Thr»ſh and a Swallow, that can 
never Live together. 


F a 8. 
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Fam LASL 
A Fowler and a Pigeon, 


C5 a Country Fellow was making a Shoot at a Pigeon, he trod 
{ upon a Snake that bit him by the Leg. The Surprize 
ſ Startled him, and away flew the Bird. 


| 
'y 


The MOokhak 


We are to Diſtinguiſh betwixt the Benefits of Good Will, and thoſe of Provi- 
dence : For the Latter are immediately from Heaven, where no FHuman 
[ntention Intervenes. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Milchict that we Meditate to Others, falls commonly upon our 
Own Heads, and Ends in a Judgment, as well as a Diſappointment. 
Take ir Another Way, and it may ſerve to Mind us how Happily People 
are Diverted Many Times trom the Execution of a Malicious Deſign, by 
the Grace and Goodnels of a Preventing Providence. A Piſtol's not taking 
Firc may fave the Lite of a Good Man; and the Innocent Pigeon had Dy'd, 
if the Spirctul Snake had nor Broken the Fowler's Aim: Thar is to fay ; 
Good may be drawn out of Evil, and a Body's Lite may be Say'd without 
having any Obligation to his Preſerver. 


Fas. LXVIL 
A Erumpeter taken Priſoner. 


Pory the Rout of an Army there was a Trumpeter made a 
Pris'ner, and as the Soldiers were about to Cut his 
Throat; Gentlemen (lays he ) Why ſhould You Kill a Man that 
Kills No Body? You ſhall Die the rather for That, cries one of 
the Company, for being ſo Mean a Raſcal, as to ſer other Pecos, 
ple rogether by the Ears, without Fighting your ſelf. hy 


The Mok aL. 
He that Provokes and Incites _—_ is the Doer of it. *Tis the Man 


that Kills Me, the Bullet is on ly a Paſſive Tuſtrument to ſerve his End 
that Direfts it. 


K RE- 


— 
Aſjo's FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


T 4 1 5 is to Reprove Thoſe ( according to the old Moral ) that Stir up 
Men in Power to do Publick Miſchict z which is much Worſe than any 
Man's Doing a Private One Himſelf: And only a Safer Way of Commu. 
ting greater | icons 

The 7rumpeter's Plea, is ſo Arrant a Shuffle hcre, that an Ircendiary at 
the Barr, or in the Pulpit, has as much to lay for Himſelf, He that Coun- 
tcnances, Encourages, or Abetrs a Miſchict, Docs it. The Scditious Law- 
yer, or Divine, Kills No Body with his own Hand, but by a Falſe Gloſs 

chaps, upon a Law, or a Text, he may cauſe Ten Thoutand Swords ro 

e Drawn, without Spilling One Drop of Bloud immediatcly Himſelf. 
Shall any Man now, that Willtully, and Maliciouſly, procurcs the Cutting 
of whole Armies to Picces, ſer up for an Innocent? Asit the Lives thar 
were taken away by his Inſtigation, were not to be Charged upon his Ac- 
count. He that Covers dd, Oppreſlion, Sacrilege, Rebellion, with 
a Cloak of Statute and Scripture, makes God and Government, EffeCtualiy, 
the Authors of the Wickedneſs: And Thoſe are the Baſeſt, and Worſt of 
Bravo's, that Employ Journeymen-Mercenaries under them to do the Work, 
Whar is This, but to Engage our Bibles, and our Law-Books in a Confpi- 
racy againſt Themſelves? Shall He thargives Fire to the Train, pretend to 
Waſh his Hands of the Hurt that's done by the Playing of the Mine - 
Humane Corruptions are as Catching as Powder ; as Eafily Enflam'd, and 
the Fire afterward as Hard to be Quench'd. That which a Man Cauſes to 
be Done, he Does Himſelf, and 'ris all a caſe whether he does it by Pradtice, 
Precept, or Example. In One Word, He that Kindles the Paſſions of the 
Motile is Anſwerable for the Following Conflagration. When the Men of 
the Long Robe have once Preach'd the People ro Tinder, the Leaſt 
Spark ſers them a Fire:* ſo that they have no more to do then to In- 
culcate the Doftrine of Diſobedience , and fo lcave the Multitude to chew 
upon't. A Trumpeter in the Pulpit is the very Emblem of a Trumpeter in 
the Fiel/; and the ſame Charge holds Good againſt Both. Oaly the $;. 
ritual Trumpeter is the more Pernicious Inſtrument of the Two; for the 
Latter ſerves only to Rowze the Courage of the Soldies without any Do- 
arine of Application upon the Text, whereas the other intuſes Malice over 
and above, and Preaches Death and Damnation, Both in One, and gives ye 
the very Chapter and Verſe tor't, b 


oe. 
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Fas, LXVIIL 
A Dog and a wolke, 


1T= was a Hagged Carrion of a Wolfe, and a Jolly Sort of 
a Gentile Dog, with Good Fleſh upon his Back, thar fell 
into —_— together upon the King's High-Way. The Wolfe 
wonderfully pleasd with his Companion, and as Inquiſitive to 
Learn how he brought himſelf ro That Bleſſed State of Body. 
Why, ſays the Dog, I keep my Maſter's Houſe from Thieves, 
and I have very Good Meat, Drink, and Lodging for my pains. 

Now 


ſos FE ABLES. 
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Now if youll go along with Me, and do as I do, you may fare 
as I fare. The Wolfe Struck up,che Bargain, and ſo away they 
Trotted together: Burt as they were Jogging on, the Wolfe ſpy'd a 
Bare Place about the Dogs Neck, where the Hair was worn off. 
Brother ( lays he) how comes this I prethee? Oh, That's No- 
thing, ſays the Dog, bur the Fretting of my Collar a lictle. Nay, 
ſays T'other, it there be a Collar in the Caſe, I know Better Things 
than to ſell my Liberty for a Cruſt. 


The MOR AL. 


[Ie are ſo Dazzel'd with the Glare of a Splendid Appearance, that -we can 
hardly Ciſcern the Inconveniencies that Attend it. 'Tis aComfort to 
hav? Good Meat and Drink at Command, andWarm Lodging : But He 
that ſells his Freedem for the Cramming of his Gutt , has but a Hard 
Bargain of it. 


REFLEXION. 


I N This Emblem is ſet forth the Bleſſing of Liberty, and the Sordid 
Mcanncſs of tholc Wretches that ſacrifice their Freedom to their Luſts, and 
their Palatcs, What Man in his Right Senſes, that has wherewithal to 
Live Free, would make himlſelt a Slave for Superfluitics ! The Wolfe would 
have been well enough Content to have Barter'd away a Ragged Coar, and 
a Raw- Bon'd Carcals, for a Smooth and a Fat Onez bur when they came 
to talk of a Collar once, away Marches He to His Old Trade in the Woods 
again, and makes the Bztrer Choic2 of the Two. 

To ſpcak to the Firſt Poiat, we are lyable ro be Impos'd upon by Out- 
ſides and Appearances, for want of Searching things to the Bottom, and 
Examiinng what Really they are , and what chey Only ſeem to be. This 
Fition ot the Wolfe, is a Reproot ro Eager Appetites, and Over-Haſly 
Judyme:ts, that will not give themſelves time to Ballance Accounts, and 
CVompure Betorchand, whether they are roger or Loſe by the Bargain. It holds 
as well 2gainſt Intemperate Curjolities, and Raſh Withes, That is to fay, 
zoainft the Folly of the Oac, and the Wickednels of the Others tor it we 
come once to take Evil fur Good, cur very Prayers are turn'd into Sin: But 
what with a Certain Itch of Prying into, and Mcddling with Other Peoples 
Matters, and a Natural Levity that puts us upon Shifting and Changing, we 
{all Inſenſibly into a Thouſand Inconveniencies: and when it comes to That 
once, that we find our ſclves Uncaſic at Home , and no Reſting-Place in 
cur Own Thoughts, (where Reſt is Only to be had ) we are cen glad to 
run away from our Selves, and Hunt abroad for't where 'tis never to be 
found. This is the Common Root of all our Wandrings ad Errors. We 
Spend our Time, and our Peace, in Purſuit of Things wholly Forreign to 
our Bulineſs, and which will Certainly Deceive us art laſt. 

Thus it Is, and Thus it muſt be, ſo long as we take Every thing by a 
Wrong Handle , and only Calculate upon our Own Misfortunes , without 
any Allowance for the Comforts that we Enjoy, And fo we reckon upon 
our Neighbours Enjoyments, on the Other hand, without any Conſideration 
for the Hardſhips that They Endure. Oh that 1 had bur fuch a Palace! 
Says One; Such an Eſtate; Such a Retinue ; This Glorious Train ; Thar 
Lovcly Woman, &c. Nay the Envious Freak Deſcends to the very "_— 
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and Petticoar. Now Theſe Idlc Curioſities may be Specious Enough in 
the Contemplation ; bur what if This Houle, at the Foot of the Accounr, 
ſhould Prove to be Haunted, That Gay Furniture Borrow'd ; T'other Finc 
Woman Clapr; The Curſe of Sacrilege cleaving to ſuch an Inheritance, and 
all che rcſt of the Gawdy Fooleries perhaps Unpay'd tor 2 (as thete Incum 
brances are No New Things in Nature) Who would not rather take up 
with the Wolfe in the Woods again, then make ſuch a Clutter in the World 
upon T heſc Scandalous Conditions. 

For the Obviating of All Caſes of this Quality, Children ſhould be Early 
Inſtructed, according to their Age and Capacity , in the True Eltmate of 
Things, by Oppoſing the Good to the Evil, and the Evil to the Good; and 
Compenſating, or Qualifying One Thing with Another. What's Plenty 
without Health 2 What's Eaſc without Plenty > And what's Title and 
Greatneſs, with Carking Thoughts, and a Troubled Mind co Attend u? 
What docs That Man Want that has Enough + Or What's He the better 
for a Great deal, that can never be Saristy'd ? By This Method of Scrttung 
what we Have againſt What we have Nor, che Equity of Providence will 
be made Manifeſt, and to All manner of purpoſes Juſtify dz When it (hall 
appear upon the Ballance, that Every man has his Share in the Bountics ot 
Heaven to Mankind. 

As to the Freedom here that A/op is ſo Tender of, it is to be Uncerſtood 
of the Freedom of the Mind : A Freedom to Attend the Motions of Right 
Reaſon ; and a Freedom, in fine, not to be Parted with tor -\:; to Senival 
SatistaQtions under the Sun. It is, [ ſay, a Freedom under Thele Limits; 
for there's No ſuch Thing as Abſolute Liberty: Neither is it poſſible that 
there ſhould be any, without a Violence to the Order of the Univeric, and 
to the Diftates of Reaſonable Nature : For All men Living are 1n Some fort 
er Other, and upon ſome Penalty or Other, Subjefted to a Superior Fower ; 
Thar is co ſay, the Laws of Morality arc Above them : Bur the Caſe wherein 
All men are upon the Behaviour is not here the Queſtion. To Wind up the 
Moral, in ſhort ; _— is a Jewel, and a Bleſſing. The Wolfe was well 
enough pleas'd here with the State of the Dogs Body, bur he had no tancy 
to his Collar. 


_ 


Sas LAKE. 
A Farmer and his Dogs, 


Certain Farmer was put to ſuch a Pinch in a Hard Winter 
A for Proviſons, that he was forc'd to Feed Himſelf and his 
Family upon the Main Stock. The Sheep went Firſt to Pot; the 
Goats Next ; and after Them, the Oxen ; and All Little enough 
to keep Life and Soul together. The Dogs call'd a Councel upon. 
and Relolv'd to ſhew their Maſter a Fair pair of Heeles for'r , be- 
fore ic came to be Their Tum, for, ( faid they ) after he has 
Cur the Throats of our Fellow Servants, chat are ſo Neceſfary for 
his Bus'nels, it cannot be Expected that he will ever Spare us. 


The 


Apps FABLES. 
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The MQR A £: 


There's No Contending with Neceſſity, and we ſhould be very Tender how we 
Cenſure Thoſe that Submit tot. *Tis One thing to be at Liberty to ds 
what we Would do, and Another Thing to be Ty'd up to do what we Muſt. 


REFLEXION. 


'Tis a Common Thing for a Maſter to Sacrifice a Seryant to his Own 
Eaſe, and Intereſt ; bur there's No Meddling with Men of That Inhoſpi. 
table Humour, where the Domeſtiques , how Faithful ſoever , can never 
be Secure. 

This is according to the Old Moral ; but not without ſome Force (in My 
Opinion ar leaſt ) co the Natural Biaſs of the Fable. The Farmer has no 
Liberty of Choice before him, but cither to do what he does, or to Periſh: 
And in ſo Doing, ({ with all refpe& ro the Rules ot Honeſty ) he does bur 
his Duty ; without any way Incurring the Charafter of an Il! Natur'd 
Man, or a Cruel Maſter. But there may be alſo Another Dofrine Rais'd 
from it z which is, That in Caſes of Extreme Difficulty, the Laws of Con- 
veniency, and Ordinary Practice muſt give place ro the Laws of Neceſliry. 
This was the Naked Truth of the Farmers Caſe. 


F a ak 
A Camel at Firſt Sight. 


| 2 ov the Firſt Sight of a Camel, All - = away from't, in 


Amazement at ſo Monſtrous a Upon the Second 
Sight, finding that it did chem No Hur, chey took Heart upon't, 
went up to'r, and View'd t, But when they came, upon Further 
Experience, to take notice , how Stupid a Beaſt it was, they Ty'd 
ic up, Bridled it, Loaded it with Packs and Burdens ; Ser Boys 
upon the Back on't, and Treated it with the Laſt Degree of Con- 


cempe. 


Tas LMAXX 
A For and a Eyon, 


Fox had the hapto fall into the Walk of a Lyon; ( the Firſt 

of the Kind that ever he ſaw) and he was ready to Drop 

down art the very ſight of him. He came a While after , to ſee 
Another, and was Frighted ſtill ; but Nothing co What he _— 
Ore. 


_ _4/9s FABLES. 
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= ic —_ Kos Chance, after This, to Meet a Third L Jon ; aud 


he had the Courage , Then, to Accolt him, and to make a kind 
of an Acquaintance with him, 


The MORAL of the Two FABLE $ above, 


Nevelty Surprizes us , and we have Naturally a [torror for Uncouth Miſ. 
ſhapen Monſters 5 but "tis Our Iyworance that Starngers us, for upon Ca+ 
Jtom and Experience, All Theſe Buggs grow Familiar, and Eaſy to us. 


REFLEXION. 


THING s that at firſt ſcem Terrible, become Eaſy to us when we arc 
Wonted ro them; ſays the Old Mcral ; which holds, I conteſs , in the Cafe 
of the Camel, but not in That of the Lyon. 

With leave of the Moraliſt , the liluſtration does not come up to the 
Force and Intent of the Two Laſt Fables : Neither, in truth, is the very 
Delign of them according to the True Reaſon of the Matter in Queſtion, 
Things that ſeem Terrible, and arc Not ſo, become not only Familiar , bur 
Ridiculous to us, when we find that our Fears were Vain and Idic; as in the 
caſe of the Came/ : But things on the contrary, that only Seem Terrible, 
bur are found upon Experience to be more Dangcrous then we rook them 
for: (as in the Strength, the Nimblencſs, the Ficrcencſs, and the Appetite 
of a Lyon.) Theſe are Things, I ſay, that the Better we Know them, the 
More we Dread them : So that though we have Apprechenſions, as well 
whcre there is No Peril, as where there Is: Yer Time teaches us ro Di- 
ſtinguiſh the One from the Orher. The Alluſion would much better have 
held in the caſe of a Battle, where the Soldier grows Every day lets appre- 
henſive of the Hazzard, by ſecing ſo many Pcople Scape ; and by Com. 
puring upon the Diſproportion of Thoſe that Outliveit , ro Thoſe thar 
Fall in't. We may however Learn from hence, that people may be Frighred 
as well Without Reaſon as With it. Now, in Propricty of Speaking, and 
in a Right Underſtanding of the Thing too, Pcople were not fo much 
Frighted, as they were Surpriz'd at the Bigneſs, and Uncouth Deformity of 
the Camel : Burt I could With, the Fox had becn More and More aftraid of 
the Lyon, the Oftner he Saw him ; and the Dottrine would then have been 
to Govern our Paſſions by the Truth and Reaſon of Things, not by Ap- 
pearances z but it holds however, that Cuſtom goes a Great Way in making 
Matters Indifferent ro us. "Tis much the fame Calc too, betwixt the People, 
and Bugg-Laws, and Ads of State, that it is here betwixt the Fox and the 
Lyon. Men look, upon the Firſt Opening of a Pablizue Faſt , as it Hca- 
ven and Earth were going together ; Not a Shop Open ; The Streets Quiet, 
and (o Diſmal a Countenance Every where , as it it were to Rain Fire and 
Brimſtone the Next Moment. The Second Day is a Little Uncaly too, bur 
not half fo Frightful as the Former : and fo in Two or Three days more, the 
Awe goes quite off, and the People come ro their Wits , aud fall ro their 
Trade again, without any further Heed ro the Matter. 


—_— — — = — 


: Aſo, & ABLES. 


F a % LE 
An Eagle and a For. 


Here was a Bargain ſtruck up berwixt an Eagle and a Fox, to 

be Wonderful Good Neighbours and Friends. The One 
Took-up in a Thicket of Bruſhwood , and the Other Timber'd 
upon a Tree hard by, The Eagle, One Day When the Fox was 
abroad a Forraging,fell into his Quarters and carry'd away a Whole 
Litter of Cubbs ar a Swoop. The Fox came time enough back 
to ſee the Eagle upon Wing, with her Prey in the Foot, and to ſend 
many a Heavy Curle after her; but there was No overtaking her : 
Ic happen'd in a very Short time after This, upon the Sacrificing of 
a Goat, that the ſame Eagle made a Stoop at a piece of Fleſh upon 
the Altar, and ſhe rook it away to her Young : But Some Live 
Coales it ſeems , that Stuck to't, ſer the Neſt a fire. The Birds 
were not as yer Fledge enough to Shift for Themſelves, but upon 
Sprawling and Struggling ro get Clear of the Flame, down they 
Tumbled, half Roalted into the very Mouth of the Fox, that ſtood 
Gaping under the Tree to ſee the End on't: So that the Fox had the 
ſatisfaction ar laſt, of Devouring the Children of her Enemy in the 


yery Sight of the Daram. 


The MO R AL. 


God Reſerves to Himſelf the Puniſhment of Faithleſs, and Oppreſſing Go- 
vernours, and the Vindication of his Own Worſhip and Altars. 


REFLEXIO N: 


T H 1 $s is to give Great Men to Underſtand , that No Power upon 


Earth can Prore& them in the Exerciſe of Tyranny and Injuſtice ; but thar 

Sooner, or Later , Vengeance will Overtake Oppreſiors. Ir does likewiſe 

> -—m—_—_ Treachery , and breach of Faith, even roward the moſt Per- 
dious: 

The Morality of This Fiftion looks ſeveral Ways. Here's firſt a League 
berwixt an Fag/e and a Fox 3 which would be a moſt Incongruous Ally- 
ance, if it were not in the caſe of That Princcly Birds Departure from 
the Dignity of her Chara&er, and from the Obligation of Royal Juſtice : 
ſo that /£/op has aptly enough Martch'd"a Faith- Breaking Prince , with a 
Perfidious Subje&t, and Fancy'd a Knaviſh Favourite, as the Fitte/# Mini- 
fer for ſuch a Governowr. In the Eagles Deſtroying the Foxes Cubbs, there's 
Power Exercis'd with Oppreſlion , and the Curſes of the Fox that Pur- 
lu'd the Oppreſſor, were not ſent in Vain neither, as appears by the = 
quet, 
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quel, We are likewiſe to take Notice that Juſtice-is Sacred, and that No 
Provocation, cither of Inſolent Language, or Behaviour, can Warrant the 
Violation of it. 

And it is further Suggeſted to us, that when People arc in a Train of 
Wickedneſs, One Sin Treads upon the Heel of Another. The Eag/e be- 
gins with an Invaſion upon the Rights-of ZZoſpitality, and Common Faith; 
and at the Next Step Advances to Sacrilege, in Robbing the Altar. And 
what follows upon it now, but a Divine Judgment, that ſects fire to her 
Neſt, and Avenges the Caule of the very Fox, though One of the Fallſeſt 
of Creatures! From hence we are to Gather Theſe Two Dottrines for 
our Inſtruction. Firlt, That the Miſdemeanors of Temporal Sovercign 
Powers arc {ubjettcd only to the Animadverſion of the ſupreme Lord of 
the Univerſe. And ſecondly, That in the Caſe of Tyranny ir fclf, it is nor 
for Private Men to pretend toany Other Appeal. 


— —_>—— 
— —_ — _ — —_ *—O_— 


EF ain. LAXIL 
A Husbandman and a Sto2k, 


Poor Innocent Stork had the Ill Hap to be taken in a Net 

that was layd for Geeſe and Cranes. The Storks Plea for 
her felt was Simplicity, and Piery : The Love ſhe bore to Man- 
kind,and the Service ſhe did in Picking up of Venomous Creatures. 
This is all True , ſays the Husbandman; Bur They that Keep 
Ill Company, if they be Catch'd with Ill Company , muſt Ex- 
pect to ſuffer with Ill Company. 


RM OR AL. 


"Tis as much as a man's Life, Fortune, and Reputation, are Worth, to 
keep Good Company ( over and above the Contagion of Lewd Examples) 
for as Birds of a Feather will Flock together, ſo if the Good and the 
Bad be taken together, they muſt Expett to go the Way of All Fleſb 
together. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS is to bid men have a care What Company they keep; for when 
the Good and Bad are Taken together, they muſt Go together. Not bur 
that a man may lye under ſome Obligation of Duty and Reſpct, to 
Viſit, Eat and Correſpond with Many Pcoplc that he docs not Like. And 
This may be well enough Done too; provided it be out of Decency, Dil- 
cretion, or Good Manners, rather then upon Choice and Inclination. We 
cannot Honeſtly let a Civil Enemy into a Town that's Befieg'd, or hold 
any fort of Intelligence with him ( though bur in a Barc Curioſity ) about 
the Aﬀairs of the Garriſon. Let a man Conſider now, how much more, 
Dangerous, and Unwarrantable it is to take an Enemy into Our Souls, 
then into our Forts. With all Honour yer to a Brave Adyerſary, apart 
from his Caulc. 


'Tis 


—_— rn 


Ejos FABLES. 


B 


'Tis the Fortune of many a Good Man to tall into Bad Company, and 
to be Undone by't, and yet no way Guilty all chis while, of the Iniquiry' 
of his Companions. The Letter of the Law Sweeps All in fuch a Cale, 
without Diſtinction of Perſons: To ſay Nothing of the Shame and Diſho- 
nour of bcing taken up with Rogues and Felons; over and above the 
Laſh of Publique Juſtice, and the Contagion of a Lewd Converſation, 
Shew me the Company (ſays the Adage ) and I'll tell ye the Man. Whar 
would a body think now of a Prime Miniſter that ſhould Conjobble Mar:- 
ecrs of State with Twwmblers and Buffoons; Conterr Politiques with Tinkers 
and Carr-men 2 would not any man Judge their Souls to be of the ſame 
Standard and Allay 2 And that there were no more betwixt them then 
Croſs or Pile, which ſhould be the Lord, and which the Scoundrel 2 Or, ac- 
cording to the Fable, which che Stork and which the Gooſe £ For'tis not the 
Purple, but the Virtue that makes a man of ZJonour; truly fo call'd. 


F a B, LXXIV, 
A Boy, and Falſe Alarums. 


Shepherd Boy had gotten a Roguy Trick of crying [a Wolfe, 

a Wolfe ] when there was No ſuch Matter, and Fooling 

the Country People with Falſe Alarums. He had been at This 

Sport ſo many times in Jeſt, chat they would not Believe him ac 

lat when he was in Earneſt: And fo the Wolves Brake in upon 
the Flock, and Worry'd the Sheep ar Pleaſure. 


The MORA L. 


He muſt be a very Wiſe Man that knows the True Bounds, and Meaſures 
of Fooling, with a reſpe# to Time, Place, Matters, Perſons, &c. But 
Religion, Buſineſs and Caſes of Conſequence muſt be Excepted out of That 
fort of Liberty. 


REFLEXION, 


A Common Lyar (ſays the Old Moral) ſhall not be Believ'd, even 
_ he ſpeaks True: But there's a Great deal more in't, of which here- 
after. 

There's not One Man of a Thouſand that Underſtands the Juſt, the 
Safe, Warrantable, Decent, and Preciſe Limits of that which we call Bans 
tering, or Fooling : Burt it is cither too Courſe, roo Rude, roo Childiſh, roo 
Bitter, too Much on't, too Pedantique and in fine, out of Meafure, or out 
of Seaſon. Now the Leaſt Errour or Miſtake in the Manage of This 
Humour, lays People Open to Great Cenſure, and Reproach. It is not 
Every man's Talent tro know When and How to Caſt out a Pleaſant Word, 
with ſuch a Regard to Modeſty and Reſpett, as not to Tranſgreſs the True, 

| L and 
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and Fair Allowances of Wit, Good Nature, and Good Breeding. The Skill 
and Faculty of Governing This Freedom within the Terms ot Sobricty and 
Diſcretion, goes a Great Way in the Character of an Agreeable Converla- 
tions for Thar which we call Raillery, in This Senſe, 1s the very Sawce 
of Civil Entercainment: And without ſome ſuch Tintture of Urba- 
nity, even in Matters the moſt Serious, the Good Humour Flatrens, tor 
want of Refreſhment and Relict : Bur there's a Medium yer berwixt A/- 
Focl, and Alt- philoſopher. I mean, A Proper and a Diſcreet Mixture, that 
in ſome ſort Partakes of Both, and renders Wiſdom it felt the more Grate- 
ful, and EffeRual for ir. The Gravity, in ſhort, of the One, is Enliven'd 
with the Spirit and Quickneſs of the Orher ; and the Gayery of a Divert« 
ing Word ſerves as a Vehicle to Convey the Force of the Intent, and Mean- 
ing of it: But the Main Drift at laſt of This Fable, is to ſhew us the Dan- 
gerous Conſequences of an Improper, and an Unſeaſonable Fooling : With 
All Reſpe& however to the Ornament and Advantage of a Facctious Free. 
dom of Difourſ., within the Compaſs of Sobricty and Honour. To 
Concludez The Shepherds Boy went too far upon a Topique that he did 
not Underſland. 


— — _— _ nn ——— 


— — Its a ot Pe EE er 


Fan LXKXY. 


An Eagle and a Daw. 


N Eagle made a Stoop at a Lamb ; Truls'd it, and took it Cle- 
verly away with her. A Mimical Daw, that ſaw This Ex- 
ploic, would needs try the ſame Experiment upon a Ram : But his 
Claws were ſo Shackled in che Fleece wich Lugging to get him up, 
that the Shepherd came in, and Caught him,betore he could Cleare 
Himſelf ; He Clipt his Wings, and carry'd him Home to his Chil- 
dren to Play withal. They came Gaping about him, and ask'd 
their Father what Strange Bird that Was 2 Why, lays he, He'l tell 
you Himſelf that he's an Eagle ; but it youll cake My Word fort; 
I know him to be a Daw. 


The Mo KR AL. 


'Tis a High Degree of Vanity and Folly, for men to take More upon them 
then they are able to go 0 te. withall; And the End of Thoſe Un 
dertakings is only Mockery and Diſappointment in the Concluſon, 


REFLEXION. 


'T1 $ Vain and Dangerous to Enter into Competitions with our Supe- 
riors, in What Kind ſoever, whether it be in Arms, Letters, Expence, 
Strength of Body, Arts and Sciences, or the like. *Tis Impoſſible for any 
man, in fine, totake a True Mecafure of Another, without an Exa&t Know- 
ledg and a True Judgment of Himſelf. Nay the Attempr of any thing above 
our Force, with Vanity, and Preſumprion, moſt certainly ends in a Mil. 


, Carriage 


Aſps FABLES. 


carriage that makes the Pretender Ridiculous. The Oanr-doing of a Great 
Man in his Own Way, Savours in ſome degree of Ill Manners, as it is up- 
on the Main, a High Point of Indiſcretioa. One man takes it for an Af- 
front to be Out-wicted ; Another to be Qur-Fool'd, as Nero could not 
Endure to be Our-Fiddled 3 Bur in ſhort, be the Matter never ſo Grear, 
or never {o Trivial, "tis the fame Caſe as to the Envy of the Competi. 


tion. 


Fab. LXXVI. 


Churliſh Envious Curr was gotten into a Manger, and there 

lay Growling and rm to keep the Horſes from their 
Provender. The Dog Eat None himlelf, and yer rather Ventur'd 
the Starving his Own Carcale then he would ſuffer any thing elſe 


to be the Better for't. 


The Mo R AL. 


Envy pretends to No Other Happineſs then what it derives from the Mz- 
ſery of Other People, and wilt rather Eate Nothing it ſelfe then not 
Starve Thoſe that Would. 


REFLEXION. 


W & have but roo many Men in the World of This Dogs Humour; 
that will rather Puniſh Themſelves, then not be Troubleſome and Ve- 
xatious ro Others. There's an Envy of Good Things too as well as of 
Good Mcn; bur This Fablc is fo well known that it is Moralliz'd in a 
Common Proverb. 

It ſome men might have their Wills the very Sun in the Firmament 
ſhould withdraw his Light, and they would ſubmir co Live in Perpetual 
Darknels Themſelves, upon Condition that the reſt of the World mighc 
do fo for Company. Whartfſoever their Neighbor Gets They Loſe, and 
the very Bread that One Eats makes T'other Meager: which is the 
Genuine Moral of the Fable. There is in this Malevolence, ſomewhat of 
the Puniſhment, as well as of the Spite, of the Damn'd : They take de- 
light in Ocher Peoples Miſerics, and at the fame Time are their Own 
Tormentors. This Diabolical Envy is Deteſtable even in Private Per- 
fons 3 bur whenever the Governing Part of a Nation comes to be Taint- 
ed with it, there's Nothing ſo Sacred that 4 Corrupt Supercilious Ill-Na- 
curd Miniſter will not ſacrifice to This Execrable Paſſion, No Man ſhould 
Ear, Live, -or Breath Common Air if He could Hinder it. 'Tis the 
Bug'acls of his Lite, and the Delight of his Soul, to Blaſt all ſorts of Honeſt 
Men, and not only ro Leflen their CharaQters, and their Services, but to 
Range them 1n the Number of Publique Enemies : And he had Twenty 
times rather ſee the Government Sink, then have ir thought that any 
hand bur his Own ſhould have a Part of the Honour of Saving it. Now 
He chat Berrays his Maſter for Envy, will never fail of doing it for Mony : 

L z oft 
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Aſs FABLES. 


For the Gratifying of This Canker'd Malignity is but Another way of 
ſelling him; Only the Spite is Antecedent and Subſervient to the Corru- 
ption : But This Court-Exvy is not Altogether the Envy of the Dog in 
the Fable, For there's a Mixture of Avarice and Intereſt in the Former, 
whercas thc Other is a Spitefull Malignity purely for Miſchict-ſake. The 
Dog will rather Starve himſelf then the Oxe ſhall Eat ; bur the Courtier will 
be turc ro Look to One whoever elſe goes to the Devil. 


—_— —  — 


Fan. LXXVIL 


A Sheep and a Cow, 


Here was a Crow ſat Chattering upon the Back of a Sheep; 

Well ! Sirrah ſaysthe Sheep, You durlt not ha 'done This 

toa Dog. Why I know that ſays the Grow as well as You can tell 

me, for I have the Wit to Conſider Whom I have to do withall. I 

can be as Quiet as any body with Thoſe that are Quarrelſome, and 

I can be as Troubleſome as Another roo, when I Meet with Thoſe 
that will Take it, 


The MORAL. 


"Tis the Nature and the Praflice of Drolls and Buffoons, to be Inſolent 


toward Thoſe that will bear it, and as Slaviſh to Others that are more 
then their Match. 


REFLEXION. 


'T1s No New Thing for an Innocent Simplicity ro be made the Sport 
of Bantcring Drolls, and Buffoons. This is to tell Modeſt and Well- 
Meaning Men what they are to ExpeR in this World, and what they are 
tro Truſt to where there is not a Power ſufficient ro Repel Force 
Force: And ir ferves further to keep This Check upon the Infolent, that 
there axe Others as much too Hard for Them, as They are for Thoſe 
thar they Oppreſs. This Crow is much of the Humour of the Mobile. 


They arc Tongue-Valiant 'tis True, and as Bold as Hercules where they 
know there's No Danger, but throw a Volly of Shot among them, and 
they have not the Courage of ſo many Hares. And what is All This 
Now, but according to the Guile of the World, God Threatens Kings, ( as 
Dr. Donne has it) Kings Lords, as Lords do Vs. He that's a Tyrant over 
One Man is a Slave to Another. 


—  _—_— PRO F 
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Fas, LXXVIIL 


A Camel Praying for Hons, 


T ſtuck filthily in the Camel's Stomach, that Bulls, Stags, Lions, 
Bears, and the like, ſhould be Armed with Horns, Teeth, and 
Claws, and that a Creature of his Size ſhould be left Naked and 
Defenceleſs. Upon This Thought he fell down upon his Mary- 
bones, and begg'd of Jupiter to give him a pair of Horns, but 
the Requeſt was lo Ridiculous, that Jupiter, inſtead of Horning him, 
Orderd him to be Cropt, and ſo Puniſh'd him with the loſs of 
his Ears which Nature had Allow'd him, for being ſo Unrea- 
ſonable as ro Ask for Horns, that Providence never intended 
him. 


F a Bs, LXXLE 
A Fox and a Hare to Jupiter, 


Fox and a Hare Preſented a Petition to Jupiter. The Fox 
pray'd for the Hares Swiftnels of Foot, and the Hare for 


the Fox's Craft, and Wilyneſs of Addreſs. Japiter told them, 
that ſince every Creature had ſome Advantage or Other Peculiar 
to it ſelf, ir would not ſtand with Divine Juſtice, that had pro- 
vided ſo well tor Every One in Particular, to Conferr All upon 
any One. | 


FaB. LXXX. 


A Peacock ro Juno, 


HE, Peacock, they ſay, lay'd it Extremely to Heart, that 
being Juno's Darling-Bird, he had not the Nightingale's 

Voice ſuperadded to the Beauty of his own Plumes. Upon 'Fhis 
Subje& he Perition'd his Patronefs, who gave him for Anfwer, 
that Providence had Aſſign'd Every Bird uts Proportion, and {0 - 
bad him Content himlſelt with his Lot. 


The MoKRAL of the Three FABLES above. 


'T he Bounties of Heaven are in ſuch manner Diſtributed, that Every Living 
Creature has its Shaye ; beſide, that to Defire Things againſt Nature, 
is Effe.iluaily to Blame the very Author of Nature it Fett R E- 
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REFLEXION. 


I's Theſe Three Fables, is fer forth the Vanity of Unnatural Wiſhes, 
and Fooliſh Praycrsz which are not only to be Rej.Ued, but they delerve 
alſo to be Punith'd. Providence has made an Equal Diſtribution of Natu- 
ral Gifts, whereof each Creature ſeverally has a ſhare; an it :5 not tor 
This or That Particular to pretend to All: So that Conſidering the Equality 
of the Diviſion, No Creature has Caulc, cither to Boaſt, or ro Complain. We 
are never Content with the Bounty of Providence, One would have a 
Voice z Tother Gay Cloathsz and while Every Man would have All, we 
Charge Providence with Injuſtice tor not giving to Every Man Alike. So- 
crates was in the Right in Saying, Thatin a Caſe a Man were to go where 
he ſhould have the Choice betore him, of All the Ill Things and A!l the 
Good Things in Nature, hic would come home again the ſame Man thar 
he went out. 

It is to be Noted, upon the Diſtribution ot the Matrer of Theſe Three 
Fables that the Camel prays tor Weapons Ottentive, and Detenſive, cither 
tor the Encount'ring of Dangers, or the Repelling of them. The Fox and 
the Hare, for the Mcans of Avoiding them. And the Peacock tor a Voice, 
anſwerable to his Beauty. And All their Prayers are ro No Purpole, bur £o 
the Reproche of the Petitioners, and to the Contuſion of Vain Deſires. 
What is All This but an Appcale from Hcaven to Heaven it tcelt 3 and Pe- 
titioning Providence againſt Providence, in a Recourle trom One Providence 
to Another? The Determinations and Appointments of Hcaven arc no 
more to be Diſputed and Controll'd, then they are to be made Better, and 
Emprov'd ; And we muſt not Preſume to Judge of the Goodneſs and Juſlice 
of Heaven, by the Frailtics and Corruprions of Fleſh and Blood, We were 
not of Councel with the Almighty, either in the Making, or in the Regula. 
ting of the World, and we haye no more Right to Adviſe him in the Ge 


verning of it. The Power, in fine, that Rulcs in the Natureof Things is 


no other then a Divine Influence. 

Why ſhould not the Nightingale Envy the Peacock's Trainas well as tlie 
Peacock Envy the Nightingale's Note And why ſhould not All the 
Works of the Creation Expoſtulate at the ſame Rate, and upon the ſame 
Grounds? Why has not Man the Wings of an Eagle to carty him trom 
Danger, or to fatisfic his Curioſity what the World's a doing ? Why has 
he not the Sagacity of a Dog, the Paw of a Lyon 5 The Teeth of a Leopard); 
The Hceles 'of a Courſer, and the like? And have not Brute Animals the 
ſame Equity of Complaint on the Ocher Hand, for want ot the Faculries 
and Advantages, Intcellcftual, and Moral of Mankind ? So that here's a 
Civil War that runs thorough All the Parts of the Univerſe, where Nothing 
is pleaſed with it's Own Lot; And no Remedy atlaſt 5 but by New Mould- 
ing the World over again, This Inordinate Apperite has been the Over- 
throw of many a Kingdom, Family and Commonwealth. 

To Ask Impollibilities, in fine, is Ridiculous, and to A+k Things Un- 
natural is Impious ; for to take upon us to Blame, or Mcnd the Works of 
Providence, 1s to ſuppoſe the Divine Wiſdom lyable to Milcarriages and Mi- 
ſtakes, Theſe Mutterings are Fooliſh allo, even ro the Degree of Madneſs 
it ſelt; for there's no Thought or Poſlibility ot Relict in the Calc, Such as 
we Are God has made Us > our Poſt and our Station is appointed us, and the 
Decree is not to be Revers'd. 


Fas. 
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F a s. LXXXIL. 
An Did Weazle and Mice, 


N Old Weazle that was now almoſt po Mouling, try'd 
A what ſhe could do by her Wits, when ſhe found ſhe 
could live no longer upon the Square, and lo Conveys 
her ſelf into a Meal-Tub for the Mice to come to Aer, ſince ſhe 
could not go to Them. They came thick and threefold for a time, 
as ſhe expected they ſhould, rill at laſt, One Experienc'd Stager 
that had Baffled Twenty Traps and Tricks Before, Dilcover'd the 
Plot, and quice Spoyl'd che Jelt. 


The MORAL. 


The Want of Force, Strength, and Other Abilities to Compaſs our Ends 
muſt Le Supply d by Induſtry and Invention. 


REFLEXION. 


KNAVES live as Naturally upon Fools, as Spiders do upon Flyes, 
and the Want of Downright Force muſt be ſuppy'd by Art. Bur Time thar 
Diſcovers the Truth of Things, lays open Frauds too and Double Dealings ; 
and after that Diſcovery, there's No Paſſing the ſame Trick upon the Mice 
and Rats here over again. A Body would think now that Reaſonable 
Crearures ſhould at lealt have the Wit of Vermine, and not run their Necks 
over and over into the fame Nooſe : Bur in Deſpite of Claps and Surfeirs, 
Men we ſee will be Whoring and Fuddling-on ſtill. And the fame Baite of 
Liberty and Property will ferve for the Common People in ſecula [eculo- 
rum, Even after they have b:cn Choak'd, Begger d, and Poyſon'd with ir 
five Hundged times bctorc. 


—— 


F a B: LXXXIL 
An DId Tree Tranlplanced. 


Certain Farmer had One Choice Apple-Tree in his Or- 
A chard that he Valu'd above all the «1 and he made his 

Landlord Every Year a Preſent of che Fruit on't., He 
lik'd the Apples fo very well, that Nothing would ſerve Him but 
Tranſplantmg the Tree into his Own Grounds, It Witherd pre- 
lently upon the Removal, and ſo there was an end of borh Fruit 
and Tree together. The News was no ſooner brought to the 
Landlord, bur he brake out into This Reflexion upon it: This 
comes, lays he, of Tranſplanting an Old Tree, to Grautie an Extra- 
Vaganc 


Eos FABLES. 


vagant Appetite : Whereas if 1 could have Contented my felt 
with the Fruit, and left my Tenant the Tree ſtill, All had been 
Well. 


The MOR A L, 


Nature has her Certain Methods and Seaſons for the Dong of Lun) T hing, 
and there muſt be no Trying of Experiments to fut her out of her 
Courſe, 


REFELEAION. 


THERE'S No forcing Nature againſt her Biaſs, or Inverting the 
Methods of Providence. Irregular Deſires and Unreaſonable Undertakings 
muſt expce&t ro mcer with Diſappointments. There's a Proper Time for 
All Things, and Nothing ſuccceds well, but what's done in Seaſon, Ap 
This is not the Only Caſc ncither, where an Extravagaut Appetite, or 
Humour makes Pcople forget the Methods of Dccency and Reaſon As in 
Unequal Matches tor the Purpoſe : For Marrying is but a kind of 7ranſplant- 
ing, and an Old Fellow with a Young Wench, may very well pats tor a Coun- 
terpart of This Fable. 


— _—O— _ . — — —— 


Fas, LXXXIL 
A For and a Goat. 
\ Fox and a Goat went down by Conſent into a Well to 


— — 


Drink, and when they had Quench'd their Thirſt, the 
Goat fell ro Hunting up and down which way to ger 
back again. Oh! ſays Reynard, Never Trouble your Head how 
to get back, bur teave That to Me. Do but You Raile your 
ſelt upon your Hinder Legs with your Fore-Feer Cloſe to the Wall, 
and then ſtretch out your Head: I can Eaſily Whip up to your 
Horns, and fo out of the Well, and Draw you after me. The 
Goat puts himſelf in Poſture immediately as he was directed, 
gives the Fox a Lift, and ſo Our he Springs; but Reynards 
Bus'neſs was now only to make Sport with his Companion inſtead 
of Helping him. Some Hard Words the Goat = him, but the Fox 
puts off all with a Jeſt, If you had bur half ſo much Brains 
as you have Beard, ſays he, you would have berhoughr youg (elf 
how to get up again before you went down. 


The Mo R AL. 


A Wiſe Man will Debate Every Thing Pro and Con before he comes to Fix 
upon any Reſolution. Fe leaves Nothing to Chance more than N. cds muſt. 
There muſt be No Bantering out of Seaſon. 
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REFLEXIO N. 


[T is Wiſdom to Confider the End of Things before we Embarque, and 
to Forecaſt Conſequences. Ir is alſo to be Expetted that Men in Diſtreſs 
will look to themſelves in the Firſt Place, and leave their Companions to 
Shift as well as they can, When a Knave, and an Honeſt Man happen to be 
Embarqu'd together in the ſame Common Intereſt, che Sharper will be ſurc, 
if ever it comesto a Pinch, to ſhift for Himlſelt 3 and leave T'other in the 
Lurch. Iris the way of the World for Men to Abandon their BenetaQors, 
and to make ſport with Thoſe that Rais'd them. This was the Trick, chat 
the Fox ſerv'd the Goat here in the WeZ; to ſhew us thar He chat Helps 
Another out at a Plunge, runs the Riſque of being lettin the Mire himſelf. 
No Matter for the Morality of the Thing, ſo long as it is the Faſhionz And 
that He that Advances himſelt upon the Ruine of Another gets the Repu- 
ration ot a Man of Art, and Addreſs. The Facility, in fine, and the Sim- 
plicity of the Goat, ſhews us what an Honeit Man is to Truſt to that 
keeps a Knave company. 

We find in This Fox, the Roguery, the Invention, and the Wilyneſs 
of the Cratty People we meet with Abroad, and a Lively Image of the 
Faith, Friendſhip, Good Nature, and Juſtice that we are to Expett from 
them. We cannot therefore keep too ſtrict an Eye upon the Life and Con- 
verſation of Thoſe we have to do withall. It they be Men of Fraud, 
they'll never ſtick art bringing their Friends and Companions into Dangers, 
Loſſes, and Inconveniences; Scoure off themſelves, and leave Thoſe that 
Truit them to pay the Reck'ning. Bur, in a Word, This Application ex- 
tends ro Men of Trick and Deſign of All Sorts; Jletit bein Pleaſure, For- 
tune, Pride, Envy, Vain-Glory, Trade, Law, Marriages, Quarrels, Tra- 
vels, Ambirion, &c. Wheretore it Behoves us to Look before we Leape, and 
in Caſe of the Worſt that can befall us, ro ſecure an After-Game. The 
Want of this Foreſight was the Goats Ruine, 


FT WS + +14 


Cocks and a Partridge. 


Cock-Maſter bought a Partridge, and turnd it among his 
Fighting Cocks, for them to Feed rogether. The Cocks beat 

the Partridge away from their Mear, which ſhe layd the 
more to Heart, becauſe it look'd like an Averſion to her purely as 
a Stranger. Bur the Partridge finding Thele very Cocks y nes + 
Curting one Another to yu ſhe comforted her ſelf with This 
Thought, that ſhe had no Reaſon to expect they ſhould be 


Kinder to Her, than they were to One Another, 


M 


_—_—— 
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The MOR AL, 


Tis No Wonder to find Thoſe People Troubleſome to Strangers, that Cannot 
Azree among Themſelves. They Uuarrel for the [ ov? of Quarrelling ; 
and provided the Peace be broken, No matter upon What Ground, or with 
If bom, 


. RETLEXATON 


THERE 's NoPeace to be Expected among thoſe that are Naturally 
Ficrce and Quarrellome. Bur we arc to Diltinguiſh however, berwixt In- 
juries of Malice, and of Evil Nature, as we do betwixt Violenccs in Hor 
Bloud, and Thoſe of Deliberate Spire and Intention 3 which we find in the 
Common Caſes of Manſlaughter, and Murder. The Do&rine may be 
briefly This, that fo far as Poſſible, we are ro Avoid 11] Company : bur 
where we are forc'd upon't, there's No Remedy but Patience. Ihe Cocks 
here Did bur according to their Kind; And it isthe Same Thing with Wick- 
cd Men too, ( as Birds of the ſame Feather ) to be Troubleſome ro Other 
People as well as to One Another. 


© O————<_—_ ——  — 
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Sas LEYTY. 
A Bragging Traveller, 


Vain Fellow that had been abroad in the World, would 
ſtill be Tiring All Peoples Ears at his Return, with Stories 
of his Wonderful Actions and Adventures in his Travels; 


and particularly, he told of a Leap he took at Rhodes, that No 
Body there could come within Six Foot on't. Now This ( fays 


he) I am able to Prove by ſeveral Witneſſes upon the Place. If 
This be True ( fays one of the Company ) there's No Need of 
going to Rhodes for Witneſſes : Do but You fancy this to be 
Rhodes, and then ſhew us the Leape. 


The MoRAL 


Travellers have a kind of Privilege to Romance it 5 and to Tell Stories at 
large. And for Thoſe that Doubt the Truth of the Matter, they had 
een better paſs it over than go to Diſprove it. 


REFLEXION. 


'T 1 5 Fooliſh to Appeale to Witneſſes for the Proofe of any thing, 
when *tis not a Pin Matter, whether the Fatt in Queſtion be True or Falſe ; 
and ſo it is alſo to talk of Proofes that are not within Call: Buc Vain 
Boaſters are Naturally Impertinent , for they Talk at Random, without 
any Regard to Truth and Judgment. There may be a Double Ule made 
of 


Aſos FABLES. 


of this Fable: Firſt, as a Difſuaſive ro Thoſe that (pend therr Iime in [dle 
I::\ip:d Company. S:condly, As a Caution to Thoſe that arc Tainicd with this 
Lovitv , not to make Themſelves Ridiculous any longer. Nature has 
Written Fool upon the Tip of That Man's Tongue thar will always be ell. 
ins Stories with an ii I did This, and | 7 /ayd That. [ Travellers, they ly, 
may Ive by Authority ; and yet our Travellers Privileovc here was rot ſuflj- 
cient to Protect him in his Vanity trom making Sporc to the Company. 


Fans, LXXXVL 
An Jmpoſto to che Ozacle, 


Here was a certain Banterine >»! that took a Journey to 
T Delphos, a purpole to try it he could put a Trick upon 
Apollo, He carry'd a Sparrow in his & and under his Coat, and 
roldthe God, I have ſomewhat im my Hand, lays he, Is it Deador Li- 
vins? It the Oracle ſhould ſay 'tw:5 Dead, he could ſhew it A- 
live; It Living, 'twas but ſqueezing it, and then 'twas Dead. 
Now He that {aw the Malice of his Heart cave him this Anſwer : 
Ic (hall cen be which of the Two you pleaſe; for 'tis in Your 
Choice to have it either the One or the Other. 


The MOR AL. 


Preſumption leades Pe-ple to Infidelity in a Trice, and ſo by Inſenſible De- 
grees to A: hetſm : for when M-n have once caſt off a Reverence for Re- 
ligton, they are come within One Step of Laughing at it. 


REFLEAXTON. 


T H 15 Points at the Folly and Wickedneſs of Thoſe Men that think to 
play Fait and Looſe with God Almighty, whoſecs the very Thoughts of our 
Hearts, Is Way O! b ooling in Holy I hings 1s much 4 Bolder {ort of 
Impiety, then itis commonly I aken tor. He that pretends ro Doubr of an 
All-knowing Power, has as much Right ro Doubr of an A4/lmighty 
Power too, and the bringing of One Attribute in Queſtion, Opens 
the Way to a Diffidence of all the Reft. Ir would prevent a great 
Decal of Wickednc(s in the World, it Men would but Live and A# in Re- 
ligious Matters, fo as to Own, and to Recognize the Force, and Awe of a 
Deity in their Practices, as well as in their Words: Burt when they corac 
to Querying and Riddling upon't, with an [If it be fo and ſo;J The 
Scanda! of the Suppoſition is not to be Borne; for ſuch a way of Sceming 
to Afﬀirm a Thing, is but one Remove from a Flat Denyal of ir. Such 
was the Impeſtors Queſtion here to the Oracle: which Implyes both the 
Doubt of a Divive Omniſcience, and a Curzofity to Diſcover the Truth of 
the Matter, with a Bantcr at the Fnd on't; and ſo makes it a confummared 
Wickedncls. | 


M 2 FAB, 
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— Aſop's F A SES. 


E ain. LAXXVI 


A Wotnan and a Fat Hen, 


Good Woman had a Hen that laid her Every Day an Egg. 

Now ſhe fancy'd to her ſelte, that upon a Larger Allow- 
ance of Corn, This Hen might be brought in time to lay twice 
a day. SheTry'd the Experiment ; but the Hen grew Fat upon't, and 
gave quite over Laying, 


The MOR AL. 


He that has a Great Deal already, and would have More, will never think 
he has enough till be has All; and That's Impoſſible : where{ore we ſhould 
ſet Bouna's ro our Defires, and Content our Seluves when we are Well, for 


fear of Loſing what we had. 
REFLEXION. 


HERE'S a Figure of the Folly, and the Miſchief of Vain Deſires, 
and an Immoderate Love of Riches. Covetouſneſs 1s enough to make che 
Maſter of the World as Poor as He that has juſt Nothing 3 tor a Man may 
be brought to a Morſel of Bread, by Griping, as well as by Protuſion. *Tis 
a Madneſs for a Body that has cnough alrcady, to Hazard All tor the Get- 
ring of More, and then upon the Miſcarriage to leave himſelt Nothing, 
This was the Woman's Caſe and Fault here. In Few Words, there's a Jait 
Medium berwixt Eating too much, and roo Little; and this Dame had Un. 
doubredly Hit upon't, when the Matter was ſo Order'd, that the H2n 
brought her Every Day an Egg, But when the came to Enlarge the Hens 
Allowance for her own Profit, upon an Opinion that more Corn would Pro- 
duce more Epps, her Avarice Miſled her into a Diſappointment, which was 
both a Judgment upon the Sin in the Loſs of what the had b-tore, and an 
Error in the very Point of Manaze, and Good Hulwiv'ry ; tor Repletion 
Obſtrutts the moſt Neceſſary Offices of Nature, 


— - - — — —— ens 


Fas. LXXXVIIL 
A Man Bic by a Dog, 


NE that was Bitten by a Dog, was Advis'd, as the Beſt 
Remedy in the World, to Dip a Piece of Bread in the 

Bloud of the Wound, and give it the Dog to Eate. | Pray hold 
Your Hand a little ( fays the Man) unlels yave a mind to Draw 
All the Dogs in the Town upon me ; For That will Certainly be 


the End on't, when they ſhall find themſelves Rewarded inſtead 
of Puniſh'd, 


The 
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The MoRakl, 


Good Nature is a Great Misfortune, where it u not Manag 'd with Pru 
dence. Chriſtian Charity, 'tis true, bids ws return Good for Evil; but 
it does not Oblige us yet to Reward where we ſhould Puniſh. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1s is to Enform us, that Wicked and I!l-Natur d Men'are not to be 
Ob!lig'd by Kindneſles, Eſpecially when they find chey may be che bercer for 
Infolence; for at That Rate, he that Rewards Paſt Afﬀronts, DrawsOn, 
and Encourages New Ones. Thereare Churliſh Currs in the Moral as well 
as inthe Fable, and we are here taught how to Behave our ſelves upon the 
Biting of All Manner of Dogs. Under the Rule and Correction of This 
Allegory, we may reckon Calumny, Slander, and Derraction in any Form 
or Figure whatſoever, and all Manner of Afronts and Indignitics upon our 
Good Names, or our Perſons. There may be Place in All Theſe Caſes for a 
Generous Charity to Forgive Offences, evenof the Higheſt Ingratitude and 
Malice ; Burt it is not Adviſable ro Reward where Men havethe Tenderneſs 
not to Puniſh. This way of Proceeding is Dangerous in All the Afairs 
Publique, as well as Private, of Humane Life; for 'tis a Temptation to 
Villany, whcn People. when a Man fares the Better for Evil Doing, Ill Na- 
rure, 1n fine, is not ro bz Cur'd with a Sop ; but on the contrary, Quarrel- 
ſome Men, as well as Quarrelſome Currs are worſe for fair Ulage. 


— 


D ———_— 


F a Bs. LXXXIYX. 


A Hunted Bever. 


HE Bever is a kind of an Amphibious Creature , but he 

lives Moſtly in the Water. His Stones, they ſay, are 
Med'cinal; and it 1s principally for Their Sake he knows, that 
People ſeek his Life; and therefore when he finds himlelf Hard 
Pinch'd, he Bites 'em off, and by leaving Them to his Purſuers, 


he Saves Himlelt. 
The Mo KR AL. 


When a greater Intereſt is at Stake, 'tis a Warrantable Point of Honour 
and Diſcretion, to compound the Hazzard, by parting with the Leſs; 
provided, that while we Quit the One, we may ſave the Other, 


REFLEXION. 


W E find This Do&trine and PraQtice to be Verify'd in State-Chaces, as 
as well as in Thoſe of the Woods ; That is to ſay, where itis madea Crime 
tobe Rich, and where Men are forc'd to lay Violent Hands on Themſelves, 
to be Safe and Quietz and with the Bever here, to compound with their 


Nutmegs to fave their Lives. 
FAB, 


"> 


#ſps FABLES. 
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Fas. XC. 
A Thunny and a Dolphin. 


Thunny gave Chace to a Dolphin ; and when he was zult 
ready to ſeize him, the Thunmy ſtruck before he was aware, 
and the Dolphin, in the Eagerneſs of his Purſuit, ran himlelt a 
round with him. They were Both Loſt ; bur the Thunny kept 
bis Eye ſtill upon the Dolphin, and Obſerving him when he was 
Juſt ar Laſt Gaſp: Well, ſays he, the Thought of Death 1 
now Eaſy to me, lo long asI ſee my Enemy go tor Company. 


—_ — z___—_ 
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'F WS. i + 1 
Two Enemies at Seca. 


Here were Two Enemies at Seca in the ſame Veſlel, the One 

at the Ships Head, the Other at the Stern. Ir Blew a 

Dreadtul Storm, and when the Veſſel was juſt ready to be (wal. 

low'd up, One of 'em Ask'd the Maſter, which Part of the Ship 

would be Firſt under Water ; fo he told him the T'other End 

would Sink firſt, Why then, ſays he, I ſhall have the Comfort 
of ſecing my Enemy go before me. 


The MORAL of the Two F ABLES above. 


'Tis a Wretched Satisfattion, that a Revengeful Man takes, even in the 
Loſing of his Own Life » provided that his Enemy may go for Com- 
pany. 


KETLEXION. 


THERE is ſome Comfort in Company, cven in a State of Adycrſity, 
Society is ſo Neccfſary and Agrecable ro Mankind in All Caſes, that Dcath 
is Certainly the More Uncaly tor a Man's going alone into Another World: 
Bur the Confolation Pointed at in This Fable, is That which an Envious 
Man takes in the Ruine of his Enemy. There is a Mcmorable Inſtance 
to This Purpoſe, of a Gentleman that had an Eſtate for Lives, and Two 
of his Teaants in the Leaſe: One of chem dycs, and the Other deſires his 
Landlord to lay Both Farms into One, and Accept of Him tor his Tenant. 
The Gentleman fairly Excus'd Himſelf, and away gocs the Man in a Rage 
to his Wite; Told her how it was, and Swore a Great Oath, that he would 
be Reveng'd of his Landlord. This was in Harveſt Time, and he went out 
next day to his Reapers, bur ſtay'd ſolong, rhat his Wile ſent up and down 
to look after him. To ſhorten the Story, they found him ar laſt in a Ditch, 


Vomiting 


A/ops FABLES. 
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Vomiting his Heart our, The Man, it ſeems, had Poylon'd himſelf, and 
the Revenge upon his Landlord was the Detcating him of his Eſtate by De- 
{troying the Laſt Lite in his Leaſe, In One Word, Revenge ſtops at No- 
ching that's Violent and Wicked. ' Ir Divides the Deareſt Fricnds; Embroils 
Governments, and Tears Families to pieces, Bur to ſay no more on't, The 
Hiſtorics of All Agcs arc tull of the Tragical Outrages that have been Exe- 
cured by this Diabolical Paſſion : beſide, rhar it hardens Peopic into a Brutall 
Contempt of Dearh, ( as in the Fables above ) where they may but ſee 
their Encmics fall tor Company. 


Fas. XCII, 
A Foztune-Teller, 


Here was a kind of a Petty Conjurer, that made it his Pro- 

fefion to Reſolve Queſtions, and tell Fortunes, and he 
held forth in the Marker-Place. Word was brought him, in the 
very Middle of his Schemes and Calculations, that his Houſe was 
Robbd; and ſo away he {cours immediately to learn the Truth 
on't. As he was running home in All Haſte, a Droll takes him u 
by the Way, with this ſhort Queſtion. Friend ( lays he) How 
come You to be fo Good at telling Other Peoples Fortunes, and 
Know fo little of your Own ? 


—_— 
— « 


F a B, XCIIL 


A Cunning Woman, 


Certain Dame that pals'd in the World under the Name 
of a Cumming Woman, took upon her to Avert Divine 
Judgments, and to Foretell Strange Things to come. Sheplay'd 
the Counterfeic Witch ſo long, till in the Concluſion, ſhe was 
Taken up, Arraign'd, Try. Convicted, Condemned to Dye, 
and at lalt Executed for a Witch indeed. D'ye hear, Good Wo- 
man ( ſays one to her, as ſhe was upon the Way to her Execu- 
tion ) Are the Gods ſo much Ealſyer then the Judges, that you 
ſhould be Able ro make Them do any Thing for ye, and yer 
could not Prevail with the Bench for the Saving of your Own 
Life ? 


F a x: 
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Fas LXCIY. 


An Altrologer and a Traveller. 


Certain Starr-Gazer had the Fortune, in the very Height 

of his Celeſtial Obſervations, to ſtumble into a Ditch: 
A ſober Fellow paſſing by, gave him a piece of Wholelome Coun- 
ſel. Friend, ſays he, Make a Right Uſe of Your Preſent Mil- 
fortune ; and pray, for the Future, ler the Starrs go on quietly 
in their Courſes, and do you look a lictle Better to the Ditches. 


The MoR A L of the Thrce FABLES above. 


There needs no more than Impudence and Ignorance, on the One Side, and a 
Superſtitious Credulity on the Other , to the Setting up of a Fortune 
Teder. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS ſcrves fora Reproot to the Ignorance and Confidence of Fi- 
gure-Flingers, Starr-Gazers, that pretend to Foretell the Fortunes of King- 
doms and States, and yet haye no Foreſight art all in what concerns 
Themlſclves. 

The Moral of theſe Fables ſtrikes upon rhe Vanity and Arrogance of 
Empyricks and Impoſtors Themſelves, and upon the Folly of the Fond Be. 
lievers of them. The Caution holds alſo againſt Uniawtul Curioſities; 
Sickly, and Superſtitious Fancyes and Dreams ; Fore-bodings of Ill Luck 3 
as the Croſſing of a Hare, the Spilling of Salr, &c. This Humour, ler it 
look never fo Little, and Silly, ( as it paſſes many times only tor Frolique 
and Banter ) is One yer|of the moſt Pernicious Snares in Humanc Lite 
when it comes once to get Poſſeſſion, and ro Gain Credit ; Elpecially a- 
mong Women and Children, where the Imagination is ſtrong in the One, 
and the Diſpoſition as Plyant as Wax for any Impreſlion, in the other. 

\ Wherefore, of All Things in This World, Care is to be Taken, that they 
get not a Hankering after Theſe Jugg/ing Aſtrologers, Gypfies, Wizzards, 
Fortune-Tellers , Conjurers, Quacks, Cunning Women, &c, To lay No- 
thing of the Fooleries of Fortune Books, and a Hundred other Vulgar 
Wayes of Enquiry into the Event of Amours, Mar» 1ages, Life and Death, 
Travel, Play, or the like ; which is all bur a TinCture of the fame Capi- 
tal Infirmity, If theſe Pretenders were nor berter Supported by the Sim- 
plicity, Devotion of the Inquiſitive Fooles that Confulr Thoſe Ora- 
cles, then they arc by any Congruity of Premiſſes and Conclulions or by 
the Ordinary Way of Tracing Cauſes into their Effefts, the Trade would 
not find 'em Bread; for there's No Proportion ar all bctwixt the Mcancs, 
and the End. Not bur that the Things they ſcem to Predict, come many 
rimes to paſs; Yer ſtill the nearer the Mark in their ConjeQtures, the more 
ſuſpicious is the Profeſſion on the One Hand, and the more Dangcrovs 
is the Credulity on the Other : For Thoſe People that take upon them to 
Reſolve ſuch Doubrs, Scruples, and Difficulties, as are nor ro bc !.nown 
by any Natural Proceſs of Reaſoning; and thoſe Men thac will be Frying 


by 
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Eos FABLES. 


Wt 


by Unwarrantable, and Forbidden _ into the Secret Councels of Al. 
mighty God, arc Both Jultly Puniſh'd: The One in Telling the Truth, 
and the Other in Hearing it : for it Hardens the One in his Confidence, and 
Preſumprion, and the Other in his Curioſity, and Superſtition : Over and 
above the Feats that are done by Confederacy and Intelligence; for how ſhall 
any man prerend to tell Me my Fortune that knows nothing of his Own 2 

There are Mountebanks, and Smatterers alſo in State as well as in Science ; 
Nay and perchance, the Vainer, the more Ignorant, and the more Mi. 
chicyous of the Two; for All Theſe Fables are Moralizd in Hiſtory, Pra- 
chice, and Converſation; and the Fiftion, Match'd, art leaſt, if not Our- 
done, in Matter of Fact. And Thelc Ordinary Focuſes have been made 
uſe of in All Ages too, as Tools of State; ſometimes For the Government, 
Ocher-while Againſt it, as the Occaſion lay Faireſt for the Game that was 
then a Playing. Ir goes a great Way, when Natural Curioſity, Vulgar Pre- 
judice, and an Artificial Application of Actives to Paſlives, ſhall be Aſliſt- 
cd with the Shams of Aſtrological Judgments and Cakulations over and 
above: though with our Conjurers here, their Ignorance and Preſumption 
lays them Open in the Concluſion tothe Scorns and Contempr of the Com- 
mon People. 


ens 


FaB., XCV. 
A Doctoz and his Patient. 


Ray Sir How d* ye Find your ſelf ? ſays the Dy. to his Patient 
Why cruly, ſays the Patient; I have hada Violent Sweat. 0h 

the Beſt Sign in the World quoth the Dr. And then a lictle while 
after he is at it again, with a Pray How d' ye find your Body? Alas, 
ſays the T' other, I have juſt now ſuch a Terrible Fir of Horror 
and Shaking upon me! Why this is all as it ſhould be, ſays the 
Phyſician, . It ſhews a Mighty Strength of Nature. And then he 
comes over him a Third time with the ſame Queſtion again; 
Why Iam all (well'd, ſays T' other, as it I had a Droply ; Beſt of 
All quoth the Dottor, and goes his Way. Soon after This comes 
one of the Sick Man's Friends to him with the ſame Queſtion, 
how he felt himſelfe ; why cruly ſo Well, lays he, that I am een 
ready to Dye, of I know not how many Good Signs and Tokens. 


The MORA L. 


A Death bed Flattery is the Worſt of Treacheries 


N 


Eos FABLES. 
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REFLEXION. 


TH41s gives us to Underſland the Prattice of the World, and that Flat: 
tery and Timc-ſcrving Enters into the moſt Solemn Offices of Mankind To 
Elatter Fooliſh Men into a Hope of Lite where there is None at all, is 
much the {ume Thing with Berraying people into an Opinion, that they 
arc in a Virtuous, and a Happy State, when they arc Over-run with Paſ- 
ſion, and Drown'd in their Luſts. The One has the ſame Pernicious Et- 
fe& upon our Minds, that the Other has upon our Bodies z for it makes 
us Careleſs of Both.. .There are Certain Decencies of Form, and Civility, 
'tis true, that purely regard Matters of Converſation, and Good Manners ; 
And Theſe Reſpetts ought to be Preferv'd 3 But Ceremonics of Mode and 
Complement, are mighuly out of Seaſon, when Life and Salvation come 
to be at Stake. . 

It falls under the Proſpe&t of the fame Topique, ro Conſider, that King 
doms and Common- Wealths have their Diſtempers, Intermiſſions, and Pa- 
roxiſms, as well as Natural Bodies, And that a Giavering Councel is as 
Dangerous on the One hand, as a Wheedling Pricſt, or a Flattering Phy- 
ſiciah is on the Other. There is hardly ſuch Another Peſt in a Community, 
as a Conſort of Paraſites, that feed Governours with Falſe Repreſenta- 
tions and Reports of Men and of Things. They Firſt Betray their Ma- 
ſters to Diſhonour, and Ruine ; and then when they find the Veſſel Sink- 
ing, Save themſelves in the Long-Boat. So much the Better, quoth the 
Dotter : Ay, Ay,(lays the Empirical Stateſman) That's as we'd have it. When 
at the ſame time the Diſtemper is as Morcal to the Government, on the 
One hand, as to the Patient on the Other, 


tt. 
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F a Bs. XCVI. 
A Fowler and a BlackeBird, 


S a Fowler was Bending his Net, a Black-Bird call'd to him 

at a diſtance, and AsKk'd him what he was a doing. Why 
ſays he, I am laying the Foundations of a City ; and fo the Bird- 
man drew out of Sight. The Black-Bird Miſtruſting Nothing, 
flew preſently to the Bait in the Net, and was taken; and as the 
Man came running to lay hold of her, Friend, ſays the Poor 
Black-Bird, If This be Your Way of Building, You'l have bur 
Few Inhabitants. . 


The MORAL, 


There is no Sham ſo Groſs, but it will paſs upon a Weak Man that it 
Pragmatical, and Inquiſitive. 


AJops FABLES. 


REFLEXION: 


TH1S 1s to Intimate, that where Rulers lay Snares, deal Falſely, and 
Exerciſe Cruelty, All goes ro Wrack both Publique and Private, All 
Frauds are Cover'd and Gilded over with Specious Pretences, and Men are 
Every jot as Eaſily Impos'd upon, as Birds, Beaſts, or Fiſhes ; while the 
Eagerneſs of our Appetites Suſpends the Exerciſe ot our Reaſon. A Treat, 
a Woman, or a Bottle, is the ſame Thing to Us, that a Worm, a Gudgeon, a 
Grain of Corn, or a piece of Raw Flelh is to Thoſe Animals. We Snap 
at the Bait without ever Dreaming of the Hook, the Trap, or the Snare 
thar goes Along with it. Now what's the Difference berwixt /Z£/op's Pre- 
rext here for the Building of a City, and the Cheats that we have heard of, 
the Saving of a City. The Deſign was Deſtruttion in Both, and That was 
. for the Event on't too. Religion, Liberty and Property were the Bait : Nay 
the very Sound of the Words did the Bus'neſs. The Common People wall 
Chop like Trouts at an Artificial Fly, and Dare like Larks under the Awe 
of a Painted Hobby. *'Tis with Men, juſt as 'tis wich Birds and Fiſhes, 
Therc's not a Mortal of us that will not Bire at ſome Bait or other, and 
we are caught as Sillily roo, as the Bird was here in the Nex. 


Fas XCVIL 
Mercury and a Lraveller, 


Ne that was juſt Entring upon a Long Journey, took up a 
Fancy of putting a Trick upon Mercury. He fay'd him 
a 


ſhort Prayer for the Bon-Yoyage, with a Promile, that the God 
ſhould go Halfe with him in whatever he found. Some body 
had loſt a Bag of Dates and Almonds, it ſeems, and it was His 
Fortune to Find it. He fell ro Work upon em Immediately, 
and when he had Eaten up the Kernels, and All that was Good 
of them, Himſelf, he lay'd-the Stones, and the Shells upon an 
Alrar ; and defir'd Mercury to take Notice that he had Perform'd 
his Vow. For, ſays he, Here are the Outlides of the One, and 
che Inſides of the Other, and there's the Moiety I Promis'd ye. 


The MORA EL. 


Men Talk as if they Believ'd in God, but they Live as if they thought 

there were None ; for their very Prayers are Mockeries, and their Vows 
and Promiſes are no more then Words of Courſe, which they never In- 
tended to make Good. 


m Aſep's FABLES. 


ESFLEXION, 


TH1sS is to Reprehend the Falſe and Covetous Humour of Thoſe that 
for Mony and Profit, will not Stick at putting Shams even upon God 
Himſelf; Prophaning his Altars, and Ridiculing his very Omnilcicnce and 
Power, Here's the Wickedneſs of a Libertine Naturally enough ſet forth, 
only che Puniſhment is Wanting that ſhould have Compterted the Moral. 
What Opinion have Theſe Religious Banterers, of the Diyine Power and 
Juſtice > Or what have they to lay for themſelves in Fitis Audacious Ha- 
bir of Mockery and Contempr ; but that they Believe in their Hearts that 
there is No God? Not but that more or leſs, we are all Jugglers in Se- 
cret betwixt Heaven, and our Own Souls : Only they Cover and Mecdi- 
rare Abuſes under the Maſque and Pretence of Conſcience, and Religion 
and make God Almighty Privy to a Thouſand Falſe and Cozening Con- 
trivances, that we keep as the Greateſt I'rivacies in the World, from the 
Knowledge of our Neighbours. Nay, when we are Moſt in Earneſt, our 
Vows and Promiſcs are more then Halt Broken in the very making of 
them; and 1f we can bur ſecure our Selves a Retrear, by ſome Clcanly E- 
vaſion, Diſtinction, or Mental Reſervation, it ſerves our Purpoſe c'en as 
Well as it it were a Caſuiſtical Reſolution. In One Word, we find the 
Moral of Mercury and the Trave/er in the very Sccrets of our Hearts, be- 
twixt Heaven, and our own Souls. 


F aB, CXVIIL 
A Boy and his Mother. 


School-Boy brought his Mother a Book that he had Stoll'n 

from One of his Fellows. She was lo far from Correct- 
ing him for'r, that ſhe rather Encourag'd him. As he grew 
Bigger, he would be ſtill keeping his hand in Ure with ſome- 
what of Greater Value, till he came ar laſt to be Taken in «he 
Matter, and brought to Juſtice fort. His Mother wenc along 
with him to the Place of Execution, Where he got leave of the 
Officers, to have a Word or Two in Private wich her. He put 
his Mouth to her Ear, and under Pretext of a Whiſper , Bir it 
Clear off, This Impious Unnatural Villany curn'd Every Bodies 
Heart againſt him More and More. | Well Good People ( ſays 
the Boy) Here You lee Me an Example, both upon the Martter 
of Shame and of- Puniſhment; And it 1s This Mother of mine 
that has brought meto't ; for if ſhe had but Whipt me ſoundly 
for the Book I ſtole when I was a Boy, I ſhould never have come 
to the Gallows here now Im a Man. } 


The 
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The MOR AL. 


We are either Made or Marr 'd, in our Education; and Governments, as 
well as Private Families, are Concern'd in the Conſequences of it. 


REFLEXION. 


W1iCKED Diſpoſitions ſhould be Check'd betimes; for when they 
come once to Habits, they grow Incurable. More Pcople go to the Gib- 
ber for want of Timely Inſtruftion, Diſcipline, and Correction, then up- 
on any Incurable Pravity of Nature; And it is mightily the Fault of Pa- 
rents, Guardians, Tutors and Governors, that ſo many men Milcarry. 
They ſuffer 'em at firſt ro Run-a head, and when Perverſc Inclinations are 
Advanc'd once into Habits, there's No Dealing with 'em. It may ſeem 
ſomewhat a Hard Caſe tor the Greater Thieves to Puniſh the Leſs, and to 
ſce Publique Purioyncrs and Oppreſlors fit in Triumph upon the Lives 
of the Little Ones that go to the Gallows : For the Tye of Morality is 
the ſame upon Both; and they Stand Both Accountable to the Same Ma- 
ter. Bur Time, Power, and Corruption, give a Reputation to the Worſt 
of Practiccs, and it 1s no longer Oppreſſion when it comes Gilded with 
the Name of Authority. This Unequal, and Unreaſonable Judgment of 
Things, brings many a Great Man to the Stool of Repentance; tor when 
he has Swallow'd more then he can Digeſt, ir ſticks upon his Conſcience, 
and will ncither Up, nor Down, Now in the Sight of Heaven, the Greater 
the Tempration, the Leſs is the Sinz and yer in the Vogue of the World, 
it paſſes tor an Exploit of Honour, for Kings and States to run away with 
Whole Countrics that they have no Colour, or Pretence to; when many 
a poor Devil ſtands Condemn'd to a Halter, or a Whipping-Poſt, for the 
Pillcring of a Silver-Spoon perhaps, or the Robbing of a Hen-Rooſt : 
Though the Former, all this While, has No Berter Title to what he takes, 
then the Latter; and yet to (ce what a deal of Fulſome Flattery, and Pa- 
acgyrique we have, upon the Glorious Atchievements of the One; and 
only ſome Smithfield Ballad perchance, or a Sabbath- Breaking Speech, or 
Confe (ſton, to Embalm the Memory of the Other, To be Short, and Plain; 
the Offence before God, is ar leaſt as Great in a Prince, as in a Begger, 
and the Morality of a Carctul Education holds alike in Both. *Twas the 
Mv»thers ſparing the Rod at firſt, chat brought the CZi/d, ar the Long Run, 
to the Halter, 


— 


FaB. XCIX. | 


A Shepherd curn'd Merchant. 


Countryman was Feeding his Hock by the Sea-ſide, and it was 

lo Delicate a Fine Day, that the Smoothneſs of the Wa- 

ter 'Tempred him to leave his Shepherds Buſineſs, and fer up for a 
Merchant. So that in All Haſt, he puts off his Stock ; Buys a 
Bargain 


and the Veſlel. 


Ajop's FABLES. 


Bargain of Figs; gets his Freight abord, and away preſently to Sea, 
It happened to be very Foul Weather : So that the Mariners were 
fain to Caſt their Whole 'Lading Over-bord, to ſave Themlelves 
Upon This Miſcarriage, our New Merchant- 4d- 
wenturer berook himlelt tro his Old Trade again; And it hap- 
pen'd One Day, as he was Tending his Sheep upon the very lame 
Coaſt, to be Juſt ſuch a Flattering 'Tempting Sea again, as Thar 
which had Betray'd him Before. es, yes, ſays he, When the Dewll's 
Blind | Tou'd ha' ſome more Figs, with a Vengeance, Wou'd ye? 


SK & Lb. 


Men may be happy in all Eſtates if they will Eut ſuit their Minds to their 
A Shepherd may be as Eaſy in a Cottage, as a Prince in a 
Palace, with a Mind Suited to his Station ; but if they will be Launch. 
mg out into Trade, or Bus'neſs that they do not underſtand, th 
nothing left them to truſt to when they are once Bewilder'd, but 2 
of ſome Kind Providence to pat them in the Right Way Home again. 


REFLEXION. 


AFFLICTI1ON makes People Honeſt and Wiſe, 
ving has his Weak Side, and no Mortal was ever yet lo much at Eaſe, bur his 
Shoe Wrung him ſome where or Other ; or he Fancy'd fo at leaſt,and Then ir 
did ſo, The Shepherd would needs be a Merchant 3 and the Merchant, if he had 
ſucceeded would ſtill have been Hankering after ſomerhing elſe. His Leviry 
was a Fault, and his Miſcarriage was a Judgment upon him tor'c. The ſaving 
of his Perſon after the Loſs of his Goods was a Providenrial Mercy to him ; 
and the bringing of Him home to Himſelf again, was to Convince him of 
his Erroc, and to ſhew him, that he was well at Firſt, if he could have kept 
He was in a State of Eaſe, Peace, Innocence. and Safety : And hethar 
will Sacrifice all Thoſe Bleſſings to a Reſtleſs Appetite, deſerves to be Mi- 
ſerable. Our Shepherd's Caſe, in ſhort here, is every Man's Caſe that Qu 
a Moral Certainty for an Uncertainty, and Leaps from the Honeſt Bus'neis he 
was brought up to, into a Trade he has no Skill in. 


© © "Of #4 


An Dld Man and a Lyon, 
Nighe that he ſaw a Lyon 


Perſon of Quality dream't one 
Kill his only Son: Who was, 


Every Man Li- 


a Generous Ca- 
valier, and a Great Lover of the Chace. This Phanly ran inthe 
Father's Head, to that Degree, that he Built his'Son a Houle of 
Pleaſure, on purpoſe to 6 


cep him out of Harms Way; and 


ſpar'd neither Art nor Coſt to make it a Delicious Retreare. This 


«© Aus FABLES. 
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Houſe, in ſhort, was to be the Young Man's Priſon, and the 
Father made himlſelt his Keeper. There were a World of Paint- 
mgs Every where up and down, and among theReſt, there was 
the Pifture of a Lyon; which ſtirred the Bloud of the Young 
Man, for the Dream lake, and to think that he ſhould now be a 
Slave for the Phanſy of ſuch a Beaſt. In this Indignation he made 
a Blow ar the Picture; bur Striking his Fiſt upon the Point of a 
Nayle in the Wall, His Hand Cancerated ; he fell into a Fever, 
and ſoon after Dy'd on'c : So that all the Father's Precaution could 
not Secure the Son from the Fatality of Dying by a Lyon. 


The Moo EaT 


A Body may as well lay too Little as too much Streſs upon a Dreame ;, for 
ſome Dreames are Monitory, as Others are only Complexional 5, but upon 
the Main, the Leſs we Fleed them the Better ; for when that Freake has 
once taken Poſſeſſion of a Fantaſtical Head, the Diſtemper is Incuratle. 


REFLEAITON, 


'T15s to no Purpoſe to think of Preventing, or Diverting Faralitics: E- 
ſpecially where the Event looks like the Puniſhment of a Superſtition : as 
it fares with Thoſe that Govern their Lives by Forcbodings and Dreames: or 
the Signs of Ill Luck, as we uſe to fay : They are ſtill Anxious and Un- 
eaſie, Hiſtory is full of Examples to Illuſtrate the DoQtrine of This Fable. 
The Father was to blame for laying ſo much Streſs upon a Fooliſh Dream, 
and the Sox was Little leſs tro Blame, tor being ſo much Tranſported at the 
Impreſſion of That Fancy upon the Father : Bux they were Both Juſtly 
Puniſhed however, The One for his Paſſion, and the Other far his Super- 


ſtirion. 


Fans CL 


A For thar loſt his Tayle, 


Here was a Fox taken in a Trap, that was glad to Com- 
pound for his Neck by leaving his Tayle behind him. It 

was ſo Uncouth a Sight, for a Fox to appear without a Tayle, 
that the very Thought ont made him cen Weary of his Life ; 
for 'twas a Loſs never to be Repair'd : But however for the Better 
Countenance of the Scandal, he got the Maſter and Wardens of the 
Foxes Company to call a Court of Aſſiſtants, where he himſelf appear'd, 
and made a Learned Diſcourſe upon the Trouble, the Ulcleſs- 
neſs, and the Indecency of Foxes Wearing Tayles. He had no 
ſooner ſay d our his Say, but up riſes a Cunning Snap, then at _ 
Bord, 
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Aſs FABLES. 
| Bord, who defir'd to be Enform'd, whether the Worthy Member 
that Mov'd againſt the Wearing of Tayles, gave his Advice for the 


Advantage of Thole that Had Tayles, or to Palliate the Deformiry 
and Diſgrace of Thoſe that had None. 


The MoR AL. 


hen a Man has any Notable Defett, or Infirmity about him, whether by 
Nature, or by Chance, 'tis the Beſt of his Play, to try the humour, if he 
can turn it into a Faſhion. 


REFLEXION. 


'T1s the way of the World to give Other People Councell for their 
Own Ends. Paradoxing is of Great Uſe and Service in many Encounters 
and Accidents that we meet withal in the World ; but the Faculty muſt be fo 
Tenderly Manag'd, as not to Grate upon the Truth, and Reaſon of Things: 
And it is of Great Effe&t,if it can bur give ſome Colour of Probability to the 
Matter in-Queſtion. Nay ther's a Pleaſure in the very Tryal of Wits; 
but when This Talent is Employ'd upon the Topique of Convenience, and 
Profit; It is a wondertul Force that it has upon the AﬀeStions of the 
Common People. The Fex carry'd it as tar as 'twould go; but he had too 
Hard a Task on't, ro Over-rule a Multitude to their Own Pain and Lofs. 

We may Emprove a Dottrine from This, that Every Man has his Weak 
Side, either by Miſchance, or by Nature; and that he makes ir his Bus'neſs 
to Cover it too, the Beſt he can. In caſe of the Worſt, it is ſome ſort of 
Eaſe to have Company in our Misfortunes. Ir puts a Body our of Coun- 
tenance to be in a Faſhion by Himſelf, and therefore rhe Fox did well to Try 
if he could bring his Fellow Foxes to put themſelves into His Mode. 
When we have Carry'd a Pointas far as it will go, and can make no more 
on't, 'tis i Stroke of Art and Philoſophy, to look as if we did not ſo much 
as Wiſh for a Thing that is not to be Had. Every Man's Preſent Con- 
dition has ſomewhat to be Sayd tor't : If it be Uncaſy, the Skill will be, 
cither how to Mend it, or how to Beare it: But then there muſt be no 
Claſhing with the Methods, the Decrees, and the Laws of Nattire. A 
Man that has Forfeited his Honour and his Conſcience, ſeems to be much in 
the Condition of the Fox here that had loſt his 7ayle,and rakes as much pains 
roo, to perſuade All his Companions to follow his Faſhion. He lays down 
his Arguments, and gives his REASONS, Nay, and he endeavours to 
Prove it by Scripture too, that Men, in ſuch a Caſe, ought to go ro 01d 
Nick for Company. We are to Conſider here, that the Devils have thcir 
Traps as well as the Woodmen, and that it is the Caſe of many a Lawyer 
and Divine, when they come once to be Hamper'd, to rubb off as well as 
they can, though they Leave their Conſciences behind them, as the Fox did 
his Tayle, and then Preach wp the Blefſed Doftrine and Convenience of No 
Conſciences, 4s we// as No Tayles. 


F as. 
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| Fas. CIL, 
A For and a Bzamble. 


Fox that was clole Purſud, took a Hedge, The Buſhes gave 

way, and in Catching hold of a Bramble to break his Fall, 
che Prickles ran into his Feet. Upon This, he layd himſelf down, 
and fell ro Licking his Paws, with Bitter Exclamations againſt 
the Bramble. Good Words, Reynard, ſays the Bramble, One 
would have thought you had known Betrer Things, then wo 
Expect a Kindneſs from a Common Enemy, and to lay hold on 
That for Relief, that Catches ar Every Thing elſe for Miſ- 


chicke. 


The MS ASK 


There are ſome Malicious Natures that Place all their Delight in doing 
[ll Tarns, and That Man u hard put tot, that is firſt brought into a 
Diſtreſs, and then forc'd to Fly to ſuch People for Relief. 


REFLEXION. 


'T ts Great Folly to Fly for ProteQtion to People that Naturally De- 
light in Miſchicf. The Fox Blames the Bramble here, but he may Thank 
Himfelf. They that make themſelves the Common Enemies of Mankind, by 
Breaking All the Meaſures of Good Faith, Truth, and Peace, and by lying in 
Wayre tor Innocent Bloud, let,them Turn their Heads which way they will, 
they ſhall be ſure of an Enemy in the Face of them: Nay they meet with their 
Puniſhment, where they look for Safety, and which way foever they go, 
Divine Juſtice cither Meers them, or Purfues them. The Foxes Chargin 
his Misfortune here upon the Bramble, is the very Caſe and Pradtice I 
Wicked Men, thar Snarle at the Inſtruments, without fo much as Thinki 
of the Providence. But the Bramble did only according to its Nature, ma. 
Conſequently was not to Blame. 
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Falk ON 
A For and a Crocodile, 


Here happen'd a Conteſt berwixt a Fox and a Crocodile, 
upon the Point of Bloud and Extra&tion, The Crocodile 
Amplityd Wondertully upon his Family, for the Credit of his 
Anceſtors. Friend (ſays the Fox, ſmiling upon't ) there will 
need no Herald to Prove your Gentility ; for you carry the Marks 
of Your Original in Your very Skin. O The 


Ajps FABLES, 
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SO MOR A L 


Great Boaſters and Lyars have the Fortune ſli7 ſome way or other to Dif. 
prove thewſelves. 


REFLEXION. 


THERE arc ſome Falfities fo Bold and Notorious, that they carry 
their Contradictions in the very Reaſon and Preiumprion of the Matter, 
without any other Evidence. 


F a B. CIV. 


A For and Huntſmen, 


Fox that had been Hard-run, begg'd of a Countryman 
that he ſaw ar Work in a Wood, to help him to ſome 
Hiding-Place. The Man Directed him to his Cottage, and thi- 
ther he went. He was no ſooner got in, but the Huntſmen were 
reſently at the Heels of him, and asked the Cortager if he did not 
Mo a Fox That Way ? No truly, ſays he, I ſaw None ; but Point- 
ed at the ſame time with his Finger to the Place where he lay. 
The Huntſmen did not take the Hint, it ſeems; bur the Fox ſpy'd 
him,it ſeems,through a Peeping Hole he had found out to ſee what 
News: fo the Fox-Hunteys went their Way, and then Our ſteals 
the Fox, without One Word ſpeaking. Why how now, lays the 
Man, Han't ye the Manners to take leave of your Hoſt before you 
go? Yes, yes, lays the Fox; If you had been as Honeſt of your 
Fingers, as you were of your Tongue, I ſhould not have gone 
without bidding ye Farewell. 


— MORAL 


A Man may tell a Lye by Signs, as well as in Vords at length, and his Con 
ſcience is as Anſwerable for his Fingers, as for his Tongae. 


REFLEXION. 


THER E's No Truſting of Thoſe that Say One Thing, and Do 
Another, Eſpecially it they follow Fair Words with Foul Dceds. Here's a 
Caſe of Honour, and of Conſcience, Both in Oac, upon the Matter ot Hoſpi- 
rality, and of Truſt. The Laws of Holpitality are Sacred on the One 
Side, and ſoare the Duties we Owe to our Country on the Other, It we 
Conſider the Truſt, Faith muſt not be Broken; It the Common Enemy, his 
Councel is not to be kept. The Wood: Man did as good as Tacitly promile the 
Fox a SanCtuary;but.nor being Sai Juris,he promis'J mor: then he could "oo 

rantably 


LY 


A#Jos FABLES. 
cantably Pertorm ; tor a Subſequent Promiſe to Conceale the Fox could nor 
Diſcharge him of a Prior Obligation to Deſtroy him. *Tis true, it would 
have been more Generous to have don'c: at firſt, and while he had as yer 
No Colour of any Tye of Honour upon him to Preſerve him. The Fox 
begg'd for Protection, which he had No Reaſon ro Expe&t. Firſt it was 
upon Force, and Neceſſicy, not Choice. Secondly, It was at his own 
Peril, without any Conditions for his own Security. Thirdly, He Com- 
mitted himſelf ro the Mercy of s Man that was bound to Kill him. Fourrh- 
ly, The very Addreſs was ſcandalous ; for he muſt needs have an Ill Opinion 
of the Countryman, ſo much as to Imagine that He could be Wrought upon 
tro Berray his Country for the ſake of a Beaſt. Bur lerche Reſt be as ic will, 
there's no Excuſe for the Woodman 5 Double Dealing. 


— 


F aB, CV. 


A Man and a B900den God, 


Man that had a Great Veneration for anInage he had in his 

Houſe, found, that the more he Pray'd to'r ro Proſper him 
inthe World, the More he went down the Wind ſtill. This pur 
him into ſuch a Rage, to lye Dogging at his Prayers ſo much, and 
ſo Long, to ſo Little Purpole, that ac laſt he Daſht che Head on't to 
pieces againſt che Wall ; and Our comes a Conſiderable Qugncity 
of Gold. Why This 'tis, ſays he, to Adore a Perverſe Snd In- 
ſenſible Deity, that will do More for Blowes than for Wbrſhip. 


The M © R A L. 


Moſt People, Clergy as well as Laity, Accommodate their Religion to their 
Profit, and reckon that to be the beſt Church that there's moſt to be got 


by. 
REFLEXION. 


TH 15S Fable runs better in the Humour, then it dots in the Moral. Tr 
lays before us the Unproficable Vanity of a Falſe Worſhip, and gives us to 
Underſtand, that the more zealous we are in a Wrong Way, the Worle. 
An Idol is an Abomination in the fight both of God, my of Good Men; and 
yet weare foto Govern our Selves, even in the Tranſports of That Abhor- 
rence,as [til] ro Prelerve a Reverence for Religion ir felf,in the very Indignation 
we Exprels tor the Corruptions of it. Sorhat the Licenſe of this Buffoon went 
a little roo far perhaps, for there muſt be No Playing with Things Sacred, 
nor Jeſting, as we fay, with Edge Tools. We have the Moral of this A- 
bandon'd Libertine up and down the World in a Thouſand Several Shapes. 
All People that Worſhip for Fear, Profit, or ſome other By-End, fall More 
or Leſs within the Intendment of this Emblem. It is a kind of a Conditio- 
nal Devotion tor Men to be Religious nv lotger then they can Save, or Ger 
byt. Put forth thy Hand now ( ſays the Devil to the Almighty in the = 

Oz 
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of Job) and Touch All that he hath, and he will Curſe thee to thy Face, 
This Good ManLoſt All, and, for an Example of Patience and Reſignation 
ro Future Ages, The Lord gave (lays he) and the Lord hath Taken away, 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Here was No Daſhing of the Two Tables 
one againſt the Other, for an Offce, or an Egg at Eaſter, as the Fellow 
ſery'd his /dol here. The Wholc Summe of the Moral. is in ſhort, Com- 
prized in the Old Saying: Ze thar ſerves God for Mony, will ſerve the 
Devil for "Better Wages. 


Fam CVI 
A Dog Invited to Supper: 


Gentleman Invited a Friend to Supper with him, and the 

Gentleman's Dog was ſo well Bred as to Invite the Friends 
Dos to come for Company. The Dog came ar his Hour, and in- 
to the Kitchin he went, to ſee what Good Cheer was toward: Bur 
as he was there, Wagging his Tayle, and Licking his Lips, ar 
the thought of what a Meale he was like to make ont, the Roguy 
Cook got Slyly behind him, and Spoil'd the Jeſt. He took him 
up by the Tayk at Unawares, and after a Turn or 'T'wo in the 
Air, flung him out of the Window. So ſoon as ever the Poor 
Devil had Recover'd the Squelch, away he Scampers, Bawling 
like Mad, with I know not how many Prick-Ear'd Currs art the 
Heels of him, to know how he lik'd his Wellcome. Why truly, 
ſays he, they have given me as much Drink, as my Skin will 
hold; and it has made me ſo Light-Headed, I could not find the 
Right Way out of the Houle again, 


The MORAL. 


Love Me, Love my Dog, ſays the old Proverb, and there's ſomewhat of 
Good Manners, as well as of Good Nature in't ; for there are 'certain De- 
eencies of Reſpett due to the Servant far the Maſter's ſake. 


REFLEXION. : 


I T looks well among Friends, when Maſters and Servants are all of a 
piece. The Dog invites his Gueſt, and the Cook throws him out of the 
Window, and in ſo doing, the Man ſhew'd himſelf the Arranter Curr of the 
Iwo; for it was againſt Hoſpitality and Good Manners ſo to do, There 
is a Duty of Tenderngſs and Good- Nature, even toward Thoſe Animals : 
Burt when ir came to the Worſt at- laſt, the Dog had the Wit, weſce, to 
make the Beſt of a Bad Game. Though 'twas an unmannerly, and an IIl- 
Natur'd Frolick of the Cook all this whilez for the Ill Uſage of a Servant 
is ſome ſort, of Affront to his Maſter. 


FAR. 


Aſops F A BLE GD 


Fas. CVIL. 
An Eagle and a Man, 


Man took an Eagle, Pelted her Wings,. and put her a- 
A mong his Hens. Somebody came and hr This Eagle, 

and preſently New Feather'd her. She made a Flight ar 
2 Hare, Truls'd it, and brought it to her Benefa&tor. A Fox per- 
ceiving This, came and gave the Man a piece of Good Councell. 
Have a care, ſays Reynard, of putting rov much Confidence in 
This Eagle; for ſhe'll go neare, one time or other elſe, ro take 
You for a Hare, Upon This Advice the Man Plum'd the Eagle 


once again, 


The MoR AL. 


Perſons and FHumours may be TJumbled and Diſguis'd, but Nature is like 
Dnickfitver, that will never be Kill'd, 2; 


REFLEXIOQON. 


B1iK DS of Prey will be Birds of Prey ſtill, at what rate loever-you 
Treate 'em. So that there's no Truſting of them: For when they kuve 
no longer a Power to do Miſchicf, the Will yet Remairs. Here's a Fore'd 
Moral for a Forc'd Fable : For the Fagcy of it-is againſt Nature, and the 
Fiction does not conſiſt with ir fell. Now co My Thinking This Appli- 
cation of it lyes the Fairer of the Two, z, e. That the Gratitude of the 
Eagle, in bringing the Zfare to her Maſter, may ferve ro thew ns; rhatThe 
Wildeſt and Fierceſt of Creatures may be Swcern'd, and Reclaim'd by Be- 
nefits. "= 


by BEERS "2 
Fan. CYIEL. TILT! '< 
A Father add Sons, - > (75 
EY : 


| | ONT. 1 424 
Countryman that liv'd Handfomly in-the:World' Hith: 
A ſelf upon his Honeſt Labour and I j - was defitors 
his Sons ſhould do ſo After Tim ; and beibg tow'upon his 
Dearh-Bed : [' My Dear Children (ſays he) I reckon my ſelf Bound 
to tell you before [ deparr,that there is a Conſiderable Treaſure Hid 
in my Fmeyard. Wheretore pray be ſure to Dig, and ſearch Nar- 
rowly fort when I am gone. The Father Dyes,. and the Sons fall 
immediately ro Work upon the Yineyard. They Tarrtd ir op over 
| OT" 


Aſs FABLES. 


and over, and not one Penny of Mony to be found there ; bur 


the Profit of the Next Vintage Expounded the Riddle. 
The MOR A L. 


Good Councell is the Beſt Legacy a Father can leave to a Child, and it is ſtil! 
the Better, when it is ſo wrapt up, as to Beget a Curioſity a well as an 
Inclination to follow it. 


REFLEXION. 


" THERE 's No Wealth like That which comes by the Bleſſing of God 
upon Honeſt Labour and Warrantable Induſtry. Here's an Incitementtoan 
Induſtrious Courſe of Life, by a Conſideration of the Profit, the Innocence 
and rhe Virtue, of ſuch an Application. There is one Great Comfort in 
Hand, beſide the Hope and Aſſurance of more ro come. The very Exer- 
ciſe procurcs us Health, and Conſequently All the Pleaſures and Satisfattions 
that Artend it. We have the Delight of Secing and Reaping the Fruit of 
our own Labour, and the Inward Joy of Contemplating the BenediCtions of 
Another World, that ſhall be ſuperadded to the Advantages of This. 
ſep very well underſtood, that Naked Leſſons and Precepts, have Nothing 
the Force that Images and Parables have, upon our Minds and Aﬀettions : 
Beſide, that the very Study to Unriddle a Myſtery, furniſhes the Memory 
with more Tokens ro Remember ic by. A Tale in Emblem ſinks Deeper, 
where the Lite and Spirit of it is Infinuated by a kind of Biaſs and Surprize. 
It was a Touchot Art inthe Father ro Cover his Meaning in ſuch a man- 
ner, aSto Create a Cunioſity, and gn Earneſt Deſire in his Soxs to find it our. 
And it wasalſo a-Treble Advantage to them beſides; for there was, I ſay, 
Health in the Exerciſe, Profit in the Diſcovery, and the Comfort of a Good 
Conſcience 1n Dilcharging the Duty of a Filial Obedience. 


Fas. CIX. 
A Fiſherman and his Pipe, 
Fiſherman that underſtood Piping better than Netting, ſet 
himſelf down upon the Side of a River, and Touch'd 
his Flute, but not a Fiſh came near him. Upon This, 
he layd down his Pipe and Caſt his Net, which brought him up a 
very Great Draught. The Fſþ fell a Frisking in the Net, and 
the Fiſherman. oblcrving it. What Sorts, are Thele ( ſays he ) 
that would not Dance when I Play'd to 'em, and will be Dancing 
now without Muſique !- * - 

phrts = ' The Mo KR AL. 
There are Certain Rules and Methods for the Doing of All Things in 
This World ;. awd therefore let Every Man ftick to the Bug'n:/s he Un» 
. .  derſtands, and was brought up to, without making One Profeſſion Inter- 
| fere with Another. RE- 


&jos FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


THE K E isa Proper Time and Sealon for Every Thing 3 and Nothing 
can be more Ridiculous than the Doing of Things without a Due Regard 
to the Circumſtances of Perſons, Proportion, Time and Place. 


— 
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Fa Bn. CX. 
A Fiſherman's Good Luck, 


Fiſherman had been a Long while at work without Catchin 
any thing, and ſo in Great Trouble and Deſpair, he reſfolv'd 
to take up his Tackle, and be gone: Bur in That very Inſtant 
a Great Fiſh Leapt into the Boat, and by this Providence he made 
a Tolerable Day ont. 


PR. 


Tet ES al K 


Patience, Couſtancy, and Perſeverance, in an Honeſt Cauſe and Duty, can 
never faile of a Flappy End, One way or Other. 


REFLEXION. 


THAT which We commonly call Good Fortune, is properly, Providence, 
and when Matters ſucceed Betrer with us by Accident, then we could pre- 
rend to, by Skill; We ought to Aſcribe ie to the Divine Goodnels, as a 
Bleſſing upon Induſtry. Ir is Every man's Duty to Labour in his Calling, 
and not to Deſpond, for any Miſcarriages or Diſappointments, that were 
not in his own Power to Prevent. Faith, Hope, and Patience Overcome All 
things, and Virtue can never faile of a Reward in the Concluſion. What 
was it but This Conſtancy and Reſignation, that Kept the Hearts of the 
Poor Cavaliers from Breaking, in the Tedious Interval of that Bloudy Re» 
volution trom Forty to Sixty ; *till art laſt, rhe Baniſh'd, and the Perſecuted 
Son of a Royal Martyr,was in Gods Good time brought back again,and Plac'd 
upon the Throne of his Anceſtors, which Crown'd the Suffcrings of All 
his Loyal Subjets, The Fiſherman's Waiting in his Calling, bids us Per- 
ſevere in our Duties, and the Lucky Hir he had in the Concluſion, cells us 
that Honeſt Endeavors will not faile of a Reward. 


Falk LS 
Large P2omiles, 


Here was a Poor Sick Man, that according to the Courle of 
the World, when Phyſicians had given him over, berook 


himſelf to his Prayers, and Vow'd a Sacrifice of a Thouland 
Oren 
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Aſjops F ABL E S. 
Oxen ready down upon the Nail, to cicher Apollo, or /Eſculapins, 
which of the Two would Deliver him from This Diſeaſe. Ah 
my Dear, (ſays his Wife ) Have a care what You Promiſe? for 
7 ts would you have Theſe Oxen if you ſhould Recover . Sweet 
Heart ( ſays he ) thou talkſt like a Fool. Have the Gods Nothing 
elle to do, doſt think, then to leave their Bus'neſs, and come 
down to Sue me in an Action of Debr? They Reſtord him 
however for That Bout, tomake Tryal of his Honeſty and Good 
Faich, He was no ſooner up, but "4 want of Living Oxen, he 
made our his Number upon Paſt, and Offer'd them up in Form 
upon an Alrar. For this Mockery, Divine Vengeance Purlu'd 
him, and he had an Appariton came to him in a Dream, that 
bad him go and Search in ſuch a Place near the Coaſt,and he ſhould 
find a Conſiderable Treaſure ; Away he went,and as he was look- 
ing forthe Mony fell into the Hands of Pyrates. He begg'd hard 
for his Liberty, and Offer'd a Thouſand Talents of Gold for his 


Ranſome ; but they would not Truſt him, and ſo he was carried 
away, and ſold atterwards as a Slave tor as many Groats. 


The Mo KR A L. 


The Dey'll was Sick, the Dev'll a Monk would be ; 
The Dey'll was Well, the Dev'll a Monk was He. 


REFLEXION. 


THis Fable applies it ſelf ro Thoſe that Promiſe more in their Adver- 
ſiry then they either Intend, or are Able ro make good in their Proſperity z 
bur they muſt nor think to bring themſelves oft ar laſt with a Conceit 3 
for in the Sight of God, an Equivocating Juggling Sham, is as much as a 
Groſs, Downright Lye. 

"Tis the Practice of the World tor Pcople in Diſtreſs to ſerve God and 
Man, in Several Reſpetts, both Alike ; T hat is tolay, when they lye under 
any Heavy Affliction, or Propoſe to themſclves any Confiderable Advan- 
rage, and find they have Necd of Anothers Helpz how do they Beg, Vow, 
Promile, Sollicite, Swear, Sign and Seal and yet Conſcious to Themſelves 
all this while, that they neither Intend nor arc able to make One Article 
Good? Wickednels comes on by Degrees, as well as Virtue 3 and Sudden 
Leaps from Oae Extreme to Another, are Unnatural Motions in the 
Courſe of our Lives and Humours. Here's firſt a Raſh, and a Knaviſh Pro- 
miſe; for the Promiſer knew he was not able to make it Good. When he 
has broken the lce, he Advances, from Cozening of God, to making Sport 
with him, and pays him with Paſt for Fleſh: But Vengeance Overtook 
him in the Concluſion, and gave him to Underſtand, that God will not be 
Mocked. The Moral of This Sick Man is the Cale of Eyery Soul of us in 
the Making, and the Breaking of our Vows, 


F a B. 
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Fan CEE 
Fiſhermen Diſappointed, 


Ome Fiſhermen that had been Out a Whole Day with a Drag- 
i) Net, and Caught Nothing, had a Draught coward the Even- 
ing, that came home very Heavy, which put 'em in hope of a 
Sturgeon at leaſt, bur upon bringing the Net aſhore, it prov'd to 
be Only One Great Stone, and a few Little Fiſhes. Upon This 
Diſappointment they were Down in the Mouth again ; but ſays 
One of the —_—_ was a Little Graver then the Reſt, You 
are to Conſider, my Maſters, that Joy and Sorrow are Two Silters 
that follow One Another by Turns. 


The MORAL. 


All Our Purchaſes in This World are but the Catching of a Tartar, as.we 
ſay, but it is ſome Comfort yet to Conſider, that when Things are at the 
Worſt they! Mend. 


REFLEAION. 


HoPES and Diſappointments are the Entertainment of Humane Life : 
The One ſerves to keep us from Preſumption, the Other from Deſpair. 
The [Fiſherman's Caſc in the Fable is many a man's Caſe in the World ; as 
with a Wite for the Purpoſe, with an Office, with an Eſtate, with a Court- 
Commiſſion : He's ſayn to Tug Hard for't before he can Catch ir, and 
Meaſures the Bleſſing all the while by the Difficulry of Obraining it. 
And what's the Purchaſe at laſt when he comes to Caſt up his Account 
but Great Stones and Little Fiſhes * His only Comfort is, That This 
World will not Laſt always 3 and that Good Luck, and Bad Luck take 


their I urns. 


—  — — CD — 


F a B, CXIIL 
Death and an Dld Man. 


N 01d Man that had Travell'd a Great Way under a Huge 
Burden of Sticks, found himlelt fo _ that he Caſt 
ir Down, and call'd upon Death to Deliver him trom a more Mi- 


ſerable Lite. Death came preſently at his Call, and Asked him his 
Bus'nels. Pray Good Sir, lays he, Do me but the favour to Help 
me up with my 3urden again. 


P ' The 
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The MoR AL, 


Men call upon Death, as they Do upon the Devil : Vihen he comes theyre 
afraid of him 


ESTFLEAIJION 


'Tis Mattcr of Cuſtom, and in Paſſion, rather then in Earncſt, that Men 
in Pain and Miſcry arc fo ready to call for Death: For when he comes, 
they arc affraid of him. It may be faid to be the Motto of Humane Na- 
ture, rather to Suffer then to Dyc, though 'tis Good however to be always 
ready tor That which Muſt come at Laſt. The Doctrine is This, Thar 
Skin, and All that a man has will he give for bis Life, We are apt to Pick 
Quarrels with the World for Every Little Foolery. Oh that / were een in 
in my Grave, crycs my Lady * My Pretty Pearl is Dead. Newer did any 
thing go ſo near my Heart, 1 Praiſe the Lord fort. Pray Madam Be. 
think your felt; ſays a Good Woman ro her upon a Condoling Vir. Wliy 
you have Our-liv'd the Loſs of a moſt Exccllent Husband. Ay Madam, 
ſays the forrowtul Widow : But the Lord may fend me ſuch Another aſe 
band; I jhall never have ſuch Another Dog. Every Trivial Crols makes us 
think we arc Weary of the World 3 bur our Tongucs run qite to Ano: 
ther Tune when we come once to parting with it in Earneſt. Then, cis 
Call the Dottor, Porhccary, Surgeon; Purge, Flux, Launce, Burn, Saw: 
I''c Endure Any thing in This World, it you can but keepsLite and Soul 
together. When it comes to That once, 'tis not Help me Of with my Bur: 
den, but Help me 7p with it. , 


F a Bs, CXIV. 
A Doctor and Patient with S92e Eyec5, 


Phyſician Undertakes a Woman with Sore Eyes, upon the 

the Terms of No Cure No Mony. Hts % ay was "0 Dawb 
'em quite up with Oyntments, and while the was in That Pickle, 
ro carry of a Spoon or a Porringer, or ſomewhat or Ocher at the 
End of his Vilit. The Womans Eyes Mended, and till as ſhe 
came More and More to her ſelf again, there was Every Day 
leſs and lefs left in che Houſe to be ſeen. "The Door came to her 
at laſt, and told her ; Miſtreſs, ſays he, | have Dilcharg'd my Pw 
Your Eyes are Perfectly Well again, and pray let me be Payd 
now according to Our Agreement. Alas, Sir lays ſhe, I'ma Greaz 
deal Worle then I was the Firſt Minute you Undertook me ; tor l 
could (ee Plate, Hangings, Paintings, and Other Goods of Value 
about my Houle, 'till You hadthe Orderiag of me; b:tI am now 
brought co ſuch a Paſs, that | can ſee nothing ar all, 


T he 


= 
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The MoR AL. 


There are Few Good Offices done for Other People, which the Benefafloy does 
wot hope to be the Better for Himſelf. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1S Fancy is Half Knavery, Half Humour, and the DoRors Part 
in't is no more then according to the Common Practice of the World, in 
Law, as well as in Phyſick, when Peoplemake the Remedy Worſe then 
the Diſcaſe 3 as when a Man ſpends the Fee Simple of an Eſtate in a Con- 
reſt for the Title. The Barber that Pick'd a Gentlemans Pocket while he 
was Waſhing of his Face, Wrote after This Copy. The Moral holds forth 
This Matter of Advice to us, not ro Contratt any Obligations Raſhly ; 
{or Good Offices in courſe are rather Baits, and Snares, then Benefits 3 and 
there are ſome Certain People, that a Sober Man would not Venture the 
being Beholden to. The Poor Woman here, had her Jeſt for her Houſhold- 
Stuff; and the Vain Satisfaftion of Paying her Phyſician with a Conceit 
tor his Mony. It Minds me of the Orator that was to Teach a Young 
Man Rhetorick, on Condition of Double Pay upon the PerfeCting of him 
in his Profeſſion, and not a Penny before; The Maſter follow'd his Scholar 
Cloſe, and came to him art laſt for his Mony, according to the Bargain : 
The Young Fellow begg'd him over and over to Forbear ita while, but could 
not Prevail. He told him Then, that there was nothing Due to him; for if 
Rhetorick be (as you ſay) the Art or Power of Perſuaſion; and if I cannot 
prevail with you to forbear Your Mony, I am not Maſter of my Trade 
yet. This was the Woman's Way of Reaſoning with the Phyſician. The 
Dr. would have his Mony for the Curing of her Eyes, and the Woman 
huffl'd it off that ſhe was not Cur'd, for ſhes could ſee Nothing at all, 


which was One Fallacy upon Another. 


F a *. CES. 
A Cat-and Mrce, 


Here was a Houſe Mightily troubled with Mice, and a No- 

table Cat there was, that Time after Time had Pick'd up 

ſo Many of 'em, that they agreed among themlelves to keep above 
in the Cicling; for they found that upon the Plain Floor there 
was No Living for 'em. his Spoil'd Puſſes Sport, unleſs ſhe 
could find a way to Trepan them Down again. So ſhe Leapt up to 
2 Pin that was driven into the Wall, and there Hung like a Polkcat 
in a Warren, to Amuſe them. The Mice took Notice of it, and 
One Witer then the reſt Stretched out his Neck to learn the 
Truth of the Matter, and fo ſoon as ever he found how 'twas. 
”-2 Ay, 


bY 


108 A#ſos FABLES. 
$0 TY ſays he, You may Hang there till Your Heart Akes ; for if 
you were but a Diſh-Clout, as you are a Counterteiting-Devil of 
a Cat, here's not a Creature will come Near ye. 


The MO RA L. 
Let no man lay himſelf at the Mercy of a known Enemy, under any Shew, 
or Pretence Whatſoever ; for he forfeits his Diſcretion, even though he 
ſhould happen to Save his Carcaſs, and his Fortune. 


REFLEXION, 


WHAT we cannot Compaſs by Force, muſt be Attempted by Inven» 
tion, and Addreſs, but then on the Other hand, in All Caſes of Hazzard, 
Things would be well Weigh'd and Examin'd before we Trull. This Fable 
is the Fiction of a Caſe not Alrogether Incredible. *Tis a Common Thing 
for an Old Jade to Counterfeit Lame, tor tcar of Hard Riding : tor a Duck 
ro run Flapping and Fluttcring away,as it ſhe were Maim'd, to carry People 
from her Young : as there's a Story of a Fox that was Hard Huntcd, and 
Hung himſclf up by the Tecth in a Warren among the Vermin to put the 
Dogs to a Loſs. Without any more Words, Twenty Inſtances might be : 
given to ſhew how near That which we call Impulſe, or Inſtinct, 
comes to Reaſon : For the Cats Policy was no Other in truth, then Thar 
we call Sleeping Dog-Sleep : And there was the very ſame Fore-thought, 
and Deſign in't too, which in a Conſtruction ot Law and Equity paſſes tor 
Malice Prepenſe. 


| — _— ——— 


Fas. CXVI. 
An Ape and a Fox. 


" TPon the Deceaſe of a Lyon of Late Famous Memory, the 

Beaſts Met in Councel to Chuſe a King. There were Se- 
veral Put up; but One was not of a Make for a King, Another 
Wanted either Brains, or Strength, or Stature, or Humour, or 
ſomething elſe ; but in fine, the Buffoon- Ape with his Grimaces and 
Gamboles, carry it from the Whole Field by I know not how 
many Voices, The Fox ( being one of the Pretenders ) Stomach'd 
it Extremely to fee the Choice go againit him, and preſently 
Rounds the New-Ele& in the Ear, with a piece of Secret Service 
that he could do him. Sir, ſays he, I have Dilcoverd ſome Hid- 
den Treaſure Yonder : Bur 'tis a Royalty that belongs to Your 
Majeſty, and I have nothing to do with it. So he Carry d the 
Ape to take Poſſeſſion : And what ſhould This Treaſure be, bur 
a Bayte in a Ditch. The Ape lays his Hand upon't, and the Trap 


ſprings 


Eos FABLES. 
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ſprings and Catches him by he Fingers. 4 Frons Pf 


Wretch, cryes the Ape! Or thou ſimple Prince, rather, replyes the 
Fox. You a Governour of Others, with a Vengeance, that 
han't Wit enough to look to your own Fingers. 


Ihe MOR AL. 


Governors ſhould be Men of Buſineſs rather then Pleaſure. There's One 
Great Folly in Making an 11! Choice of a Ruler, and Another in the 
Acceptance of it ; for it Expoſes Authority to Scorn. 


REFLEXNION, 


RASHNESS, and Want of Conſideration, is ever Unfortunate. Men 
{ſhould not take a Charge upon them that they are nor Fit forz as if 
Singing, Dancing, and Shewing of Tricks, were Qualifications for a Go- 
vernor. Baudorn ſays, that This Fable, ſhews not only the Envy and 
Malignity of the Fox ; but the Imprudence of the EleCtors in the Choice 
of Miniltcrs and Officers, that are not made for Bug'neſs. Here's firſt 
an Ape made a King, tor ſhewing Tricks, and making Fools Faces 3 And 
the Fox is then to put a Slurr upon him, in Expoſing him #'- Sport, to 
the Scorn of the Pcople. 

Here's an Ape choſen Xing, in Succeſſion to a Lyon 3 '».:ichh ſtands for 
a Short, and a Plain Repreſentation of the Beſt and the Worſt of Govern- 
ments under the Dignity of the One, and the Indignity of the Other. 
Ic (ets forth the Caſe and Unhappineſs of Eleftive Kingdoms, where 
Canvaſling and FaQtion has commonly too great a hand 1n the Election, 
Nor is there any Wonder, to ſce Drolls and Tumblers Advanc'd to 
Charges of Honor and Profir, where Ignorance and Popularity ſways 
the Choice: And nothing ſo fit as an Ape, for a Commiſſion of State, 
where a Gambole, or a Grimace paſſes for a Qualifying Title to the Ex. 
erciſe of Power. 

It is no Wonder again, where People are fo Miſtaken in the Faculties 
and Capacities of Government, that they depart alſo from the Venera- 
tion that's duc to't; and when the Main Ends of it ſhall come to be Dil- 
appointed, For every Jack-Pudding, with ſop's Fox here, will be Ri- 
diculing Palpable Weakneſſes, and Expoſing thoſe ( almoſt Sacred ) Im- 
perfeCtions, and Defefts which they ought co Cover. What's a Chara- 
@er of Honor upon the Shoulders of a Man that has neither a Soul An- 
ſwerable to'r, nor a True Senſe of the __ but a Mark ſet up for 
every Common Fool to ſhoot his Bolt at! When Apes are in Power, 
chere will never want Foxes to Play upon them. 
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E#ſps FABLES. 


Fas, CXVIL 
A Smith and his Dog. 


Blackſmith took Notice of a Cur he had, that would be 
perpetually Sleeping, ſo long as his Maſter was at his 
Hammer ; but whenever he went to Dinner, the Dog would 
be ſure ro make One. So he Ask'd the Dog the Reaſon on'. 
Whar's the Meaning of it, ſays he, that fo long as Im art the 
Forge, you are ſtill caking your Nap ; but fo ſoon as my Chops 
begin to Walk, yours muſt be Walking too for Company 2 
There's a time to Sleep (lays the Dog) and a Time to Wake ; 
and Every thing is Well done that is done in Due Sealon. 


The Mo R A L. 


All Creatures do Naturally look to the Main Chance; that is to ſay, the 
Bus'neſs of Food and Propagation. 


REFLEXION. 


THAT which Men do by Reaſon, Beaſts do by Inſtind. There's 
No Living without Food and Reſt; and Nature appoints the Seaſon, 
both for the One, and for the Other. A Dog Wakes to his Dinner, as 
a Man that's to Travel next day, 'docs tor his Journy, and his Bus'neſs, 
He Iyes down to Slcep with the Hour ins Head, and when the Time 
comes, he needs ncither Clock nor Cock to call him. Cuſtom puts Na- 
rure into a Method of ExpeCting, and Attending all the Offices of Life at 
ſuch and ſuch Certain Hours and Szaſons, as we are us'd to : And there 
needed no more than This, to make the Maſter's Dining Time, the Dog's 
Wakiag T ime. 


— — — _ —O—— 


FasB. CXVIIL 
A Boaſting Mule. 


Here was a Favourite-Mule, that was High Fed, and in the 
Pride of Fleſh and Mettle, would ſtill be Bragging of 
his Family, and his Anceſtors. My Father (ſays he) was a 
Coarſer, and though I ſay it that ſhould not ſay'r, I my ſelf take 
after him. He had no ſooner ſpoke the Words, but he was 
put to the Tryal of his Heels, and did not only ſhew himlelt 
a Jade; but in the very Heat of his Oſtentation, his Father fell 
a Braying, which Minded him of his Original, and the Whole 
Field made Sport ont, when they found him to be the Son of 
an Aſſe. The 


Aſos FABLES. 


— _ _ 


The MO RA L. 


A Rranoving Fool that's Rais'd out of a Dunzhill, and ſets up for a Man 
of Wualtty, is Aſham'd of Nothing in This World bat of his Own Father. 


REFLEAITIO N, 


TH1s touches the Caſe of Thoſe Mean Upſtarts, that when they 
come once to be Pretcrr d, toroet their Fathers, and have not the Wir 
ro Conſider, how ſoon Fortune may fot them Down again where !!10 
rook 'em up3 bur yet at laſt, when they come ro be minded of thuir 
Original, it makes many a Proud Fool ſenſible ot a Scandalous Extra- 
Ction, that has no Shame ar all for a Scandalous Lite. 

'Tis hardly fatc ro Defcant upon a Boaſting Mule, in a Fable, when 
there arc ſo many ot his Brethren in the World, that will Take it co 
Themlcives. Nay and Over and Above the Selt-Conccited Vanity of 
Theſe Brutcs, there are None fo forward neither, to Beſpatter Men of 
Blood and Quality, as thoſe that have moſt Reaſon to be Alham'd of 
their Delcent, This Pride of Pedigree is Eaſily run down, it there be 
not Power Joyn'd to the Oſftentation : Bur where there is Authority gi 
ven to the Folly, as well as to the Fool; the Indignation that it railcs 
makes the Infolence Infupportable. Nothing Daſh'd the Confidence ot 
the Mule hike the Braying of the Aſſe in the very /nterim, while he was 
Dilatins upon his Genealogy, As who ſhould lay, Remember your Father, 
Sirrah, This comes to the Caſe of a Spaniard, that was Wondertully 
upon the Huft about his Extrattion, and would nceds Prove himfelt of 
tuch a Family by the Spelling of his Name ; a Cavalicr in the Company, 
with whom he had the Controverſic, very Civilly Yielded him the Points 
for ( lays hc) I have Examin'd the Records of a certain Houſe of Cor: 
reftion, and I find your Grandfather was Whipt there by That Name. 
We have in finc a World of Boaſting Mules among us, that don't care 
for being Minded of their Braying Fathers : But 'tis the Fate of Theſe 
Vain-Glorious Fops to be Thus Met withall, and your Countertcit Men 
of Honor fcldom come oft Better 3 Wherefore let every Man look well 
abour him b:torc he Boats of his Pedizree, to fee it he had not an Az 
co his Father. 


Fa B. CXIX. 
A Dog and a Wolfe, 


Wolfe rook a Dog napping art his Maſters Door, and when 
he was juſt about to Worry him, the Poor Creature 
begg'd hard, only for a Reprieve. Alas (ſays he) I'm as Lean 
at preſent as Carryon; but we have a Wedding at our Houle 
within theſe T'wo or Three Days, that will Plump me up 
you ſhall ſce with Good Cheare, Pray have but Patience till 


Then, 


 A#ws FABLES. 


ODD —— ne 


Then, and when I'm in a Little Better Caſe, Ill chrow m 
ſelf in the very Mouth of ye. The Wolfe took his Word, 
and fo let him go; but paſſing ſome Few Days after by the 
ſame Houle again, he ſpyd the Dog in the Hall, and bad him 
Remember his Promiſe. Heark ye, my Friend, ſays the Doy ; 
Whenever you Catch me Aſleep again, on the Wrong {1de of 
the Door, never Trouble your Head tro Wait for a Wedding, 


The MO KR A L. 


Experience Works upon Many Brutes more then upon Some Men. They 
are not to be Gull'd twice with the ſame Trick, And at the Worſt, 
a Bad Shift is Better than None. 


REFLEXION. 


'T15 good to Provide againſt All Chances both Siceping and Waking; 
' for a Man cannot be roo Circumſpett, upon Condition on the other hand, 
that his Caution do not make him Over-ſollicirous, Paſt Dangers make 
us Wiſer for the Futurez As the Dog, after he had bcen ſnapc at the 
Door, had the Wir to lyc in the Hall; which tells us that a Wiſe Bo- 
dy is not to be Caught Twice by the ſame Snare and Trick, His Pro- 
miſe to the Wolf was a kind of a Doy-Caſe of Conſcience, and the Wolfe 
play'd the Fool in Taking his Word, for That which -he was oblig'd 
not to Perform. 


— 
—— — OC MD 


FaB, CXX. 
A Lyon and a Bull, 


N the Days of Yore, when Bulls liv'd upon Mutton, there was 
a Lyon had a Deſign upon a Mighty Bull, and gave him a 
very Civil Invitation to come and Sup with him ; for, ſays he, 
[ have gotten a Sheep, and you muſt needs rake Part on't. The 
Bull Promis'd, and Went; but ſo ſoon as ever he ſaw what a 
Clutter there was with Huge, Over-grown Pots, Pans, and 
Spits, away he ſcowr'd Immediately. The Lyon preſently call d 
after him, and Ask'd him, Whither in ſuch Haſt > Oh, lays the 
Bull, "tis High Time for me to be Jogging, when | ſee ſuch 
Preparation: for This Proviſion looks as if you were to have 
a Bull tor your Supper, rather then a Mutton. 


The MoKR AL. 


When a Man has both an Intereſt and an Inclination to Betray us, there's 
No Truſting him. 


REFLE- 


— — OO  —- 
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REFLEXION. 


THER E's No Truſling to the Fair Words and Countenances of 
Bloudy Mcn : He's ſure to be Ruin'd that lays himſelf at the Mercy of 
Tho!e that Live upon the Spoyle. Their very Complements arc Snares ; 
+« the Lyons Invitation of the Bull to Sup with him, was but the Cover of 

i>:5gn he had ro Supp upon the Bull himlclt. 


— 


Fan CAMS - 
\ Eyon in Love. 


Lyon fell in Love with a Country Laſs, and defir'd her Fa- 

ther's Conlent to have her in Marriage. The Anſwer he 
gave was Churliſh enough. He'd never Agree to't he ſay'd, upon 
any Terms, to Marry his Daughter to a Beaſt. The Lyon gave 
him a Sowr Look upon't, which brought the Bumkin, upon Se- 
cond Thoughts, to ſtrike up a Bargain with him, upon theſe Con- 
ditions ; that his Tecth ſhould be Drawn, and his Nailes Par'd ; 
for Thoſe were "Things, he fay'd, that the Fooliſh Girle was 
Terribly afraid of. 'T he Lyon lends for a Surgeon immediately 
ro do the Work ; (as what will not Love make a Body do?) And 
ſo ſoon as ever the Operation was Over, he goes and Challenges 
the Father upon his Promiſe. The Countryman ſeeing the Lyon 
Diſarmd, Pluck'd up a Good Heart, and with a Swindging 
Cudgel lo Order'd the Matter, that he broke off the Match, 


The MOR AL. 


An Fxtravagant Love C onſults neither Life, Fortune, nor Reputation, but 
Sacrifices All that can be Dear to a Man of Senſe and Honor, to the 
Tranſperts of an Inconſiderate Paſſion. 


REFLEXION,. 


TH1s Fable will look well enough in the Moral, how Fantaſtical ſo- 
ever it may appear at firit Bluſh in the Lines and Traces of ir. Here's a 
Beaſt in Love with a Firgin3 which is but a Reverſe of the Prepoſterous 
Paſſions we meet with Frequently in the World, when Reaſonable Crea- 
tures of Both Sexes fall in love with Thoſe, that inthe Alluſion may ( all- 
molt without a Figure ) pals for Beaſts. There's Nothing fo Fierce, or ſo 
Savage, but Love will Sottenit ; Nothing ſo Generous bur it will Debauche 
itz Nothing to ſharp ſighted in Other Matters, bur it throws a Miſt before 
the Eycs on't, It puts the Philoſopher beſide his Latin ; and ro ſumm up 
Allin a Little, where This Paſſion Domineers, neither Honour, nor Vir- 


Q. rue, 


Aſos FABLES: 


ruc, is able to ſtand before it. The Lyow's Parting with his Teeth, and his 
Clawes, in a Complement to his New Miſtreſs, is no more then what we 
ſee Every Day Exemplity'd in the caſe of making over Eſtares and Joyn- 
tures, With the Malice Prepenſe all this While, of holding their Noſes to the 
Grindſtone, and with the Girles Father here, of Jilting them ar laſt. 


Fas, CXXIL 


A Lyoneſs and a For, 


Numerous Iflue paſſes in the World for a Blefling ; and 
This Conſideration made a Fox caſt it in the Teeth of a 
Lyoneſs, that ſhe brought forth bur One Whelp at a time. Very 
Right, ſays the Other, but then That One is a Lyon, 


The Mo R AL. 


'Tis a Common Thing to Value things more by the Number, then by the Ex- 
cellency of them, 


REFLEXION, 


THERE are more Fools in the World then Wiſe Men, and more 
Knaves then Honeſt Men; fo that it is not Number, but Excellency, that 
Inhaunces the Value of Any thing, The moſt copious Writers are commonly 
the Arranteſt Scriblers; And ſo in much Talking, the Fongue is apt to run 
before the Wit: In Many Words there is Folly, but a Word in Seaſon is like 
Apples of Gold in Piflures of Silver : Says the Oracle of Truth it ſelf. And 
we have it from the ſame Authority, that our very Prayers, when they are 
Loud and Long, are inthe Sight of Heaven no better then ſo much Babbling ; 
and that they have More in them of Hypocriſy and Oſtentation, then of 
AﬀeQtion and Judgment. The Great Creator of the Univerſe, whoſe ſingle 
FIAT was ſufficient to have made Ten Thouſand Worlds in the Twink. 
ling of an Eye, Allowed himſelf Six Daycs yer tor the Finiſhing of his Pur- 
-_ > Paus'd upon Every Days Work, Confider'd of it, Review'd it, and 

Pronounc'd it Good; and fo Proceeded. Right Reaſon Moves, in ſome Pro- 
portion, by the ſame Steps and Degrees with This Inimitable Example: It 
Deliberates , Proje&ts, Executes , Weighes, and Approves. Narure docs 
Nothing in a Huddle, and Human Prudence ſhould Govern it (elf by the 
ſame Meaſures. A Plurality of Voices, 'tis true, carryes the Queſtiowin 
all our Debates, but rather as an Expedient for Peace, then an Eviction of 
the Rights for there are Millions of Errors to One Reaſon, and Truth ; 
And a Point is not fo Eaſy to be Hit: In a Word, the Old Saying is a ſhrewd 
Y One, that Wiſe Men Propoſe, and Fools Determine. Take the World to 
picces, and there are a thouſand Sots to one Philoſopher : and as many 
rmny of Flyes ro One Eagle. Lions do not come into the World by 
Hers. 


FAB, 


Ajo's FABLES. 


Fas, CXXIIL 
Two Cocks Fighting, 


WO Cocks fought a Duell for the Maſtery of a Dunghill. 
He that was Worſted, ſlunk away into a Corner, and Hid 
himſelf ; T'other takes his Flight up to the Top of che Houſe, 
and there with Crowing and Clapping of his Wings makes Pro- 
clamation of his Victory. An Eagle made a Stoop at him in the 
Middle of his Exulcation, and carryd him away. By This Ac- 
cident, the Other Cock had a Good Riddance of his Rival; took 
Poſſeſſion of the Province they Contended for, and had All his 
Miſtreſſes to Himſelt again. ; 


Tzhe MESSALST 


A Wiſe, and a Generous Enemy will make a Modeſt Tſe of a Vikory: for 
Fortune is Variable. 


REFLEXION. 


T H 15 Combat of Two Cocks for a Danghill, may be Moraliz'd by an 
Application of it to the Competition of the Greateſt Princes, for Empire 
and Dominion. For what's the World more then a Maſs of Dirt on the 
One hand, as to the Subject of the Quarrell 3 and there's the ſame Thirſt 
of Blood too, berwixt the Combatants, on the Other. We have again, the 
Various Chance of Warr Exhibited on Both Sides: For *tis with Xings, as 
with Theſe Cocks. He that's a Victor This Moment, may be a Slave the 
Next: And this Volubiliry of Human Afaires, what is ir, but cither the 
Sport, or the Judgment of Providence, in the Puniſhment of Arrogance 
and Oppreſſion! We are given finally ro Underſtand, that as the Levity 
of Fortune leaves us Nothing to Truſt to, or to Preſume upon, fo at the 
ſame Time there's Nothing to Deſpair of. The Conquering Cock, was 
Cur off in the very Song of his Trinmph : and the Conguer'd, re-inſtated in 
the Poſſeflion of his former Pretenles, 


jos FABLES: 


F a Bs. CXXIV. 
A FaWn and a Stag, 


Fawn was Reaſoning the Matter with a Stag, why he 
ſhould run away from the Dogs ſtill, for, lays he, you are 
Bigger and Stronger "Gi They. If you have a Mind toſtand, 
y are better Arm'd; And then y are Fleerer it you'll Run forrt, 
[ can't Imagine what ſhould make you ſo Fearful of a Company 
of Pityful Currs. Nay, fays the Stag, 'tis All True that you lay, 
and 'tis no more then I lay to my ſelt Many Times, and yet what- 
ever the Matter is, let me take up what Relolutions I pleale, 
when I hear the Hounds once, I cannot but berake my lelf to 


my Heels. 


The MoR AL 


Tis One thing to Know what we ought to do, and Another thing to Execute 
it; and to bring up our Prattice to our Philoſophy : He that 1s naturally « 
Coward is not to be made Valiant by Councell. 


REFLEXION. 


NATURA L Infirmitics arc well nigh Infupcrable; and Men that arc 
Cowards by Complexion, arc hardly cyer to be made Valiant by Diſcourlc. 
But Thcy arc Conſcious yer of the Scandal of that Weakneſs, and may 
make a thift perhaps to Reaſon themſelves now and then into a kind of 
Temporary Reſolution, which they have not the Power afterwards to go 
Thorough with. We find it to be much the ſame Caſc in the Government 
of our AfﬀeCtions and Appctitcs, that it is in Theſe Bodyly Frailtics of 
Temperament and Complexion. Providence has Arm'd us with Powers 
and Facultics, ſufficient for the Confounding of All the Encmies we have 
to Encounter, We have Liſe and Death betorcus: Thar is to ſay, Good 
and Evil; And we know which is which too: Beſide that it is at our 
Choice to Take or to Refuſe. So that we underſtand what we ought to 
do; bur when we come to Deliberate, we play Booty againſt our (clves : 
And while our Judgments and our Conſcicnces direct us One Way, our 
Corruptions Hurry us Another. This Stag, in fine, is a Thorough Em- 
blem of the Statc, and Infirmity of Mankind, We are both of us Arm'd 
and Provided, cither for the Combar, or for Flight, We ſce the Danger 3 
we Ponder upon it; and now and then by Fits, rake up ſome Faint Reſo« 
lutions ro Qutbrave and break thorough it: Bur in the Concluſion, we 
ſhrink upon the Tryal ; We betake our ſelves from our Heads to our Heels ; 
from Reaſon to Flcſh and Bloud z from our Strength ro our Weakneſſes, 
and ſuffer under One Common Fare. 


FAS, 


Zips BABLES 


_ = — — I Eo ts 
-— — — — — 


8 4. n CY 
"Jupiter and a Bee, 


Bee made Jupiter 2 Preſent of a Pot of Hony, which 
A was ſo kindly Taken, that he bad her Ask what ſhe 

would, and it ſhould be Granted her. The Bee deſir'd, 
that where-ever ſhe ſhould fer her Sting , it might be Mortal. 
Jupiter was loth to leave Mankind at the Mercy of a Little Spite- 
ful Inſe&t, and ſo bad her have a care how the Kill'd any Body ; 
for whar Perſon loever ſhe Artacqu'd, it ſhe left her Sting behind 
her, it ſhould coſt her her Life. 


The MOR A &c. 


Spitefirl Prayers are no better than Curſes in a Diſguiſe, and the Granting 
of them turns commonly to the Miſchief of the Petitioner. 


REFLEXION 


CKueELTY andRevenge ace dircQly contrary to the very Nature of 
the Divine Goodneſs, and the Miſchict that is Defign'd for Other People 
returns commonly upon the Head of the Author. 

How many Men are there in the World, that put up as Malicious Prayers 
in Chriſtian Afſcmblyes ro the True God, as the Bee does to Jupiter here in 
the Fable! And Prayers too __ their very Patrons and Maſters; their 
BenefaCtors that Entertain, Feed, and Proteft them. Will Heaven Heare 
Theſe Prayers, ſhall we think, (or Curſes rather ) and nor Puniſh them 2 
This Bee did not Pray for a Power to Kill, without a Previous Diſpoſition 
and Deſign, to put that Venemous Power in Execution. She had Miſchicf 
in her Heart allready, and only wanted fome Deſtructive Faculty, an- 
ſwcrable ro her Will : And fo pray'd to Jupiter, as Men do in many Caſes 
tothe Jehovah, for the Bleſſing of an Ability ro Commit Murder. 


— — —  —  — ——— — oO — 


Fas. CXXVI. 
wWalps in a Honey-Pot, 


Here was a Whole Swarm of Waſps got into a Hony-Pot, 
E + and there they Cloy'd and Clamm'd themſelves, till there 
was no getting Our again ; which brought them co Underſtand 
in the Concluſion, that they had pay'd too Deare for their Sweet- 
Meats, 


The 


_——_— O— 


The MORAL. 


Looſe Pleaſures become Neceſſary to Vs by the Frequent ſe of them, 
aud when they come once to be Habitual, there's no getting Clear a7ain. 


REFLEALON 


THESE Waſps in a /ony Pot are ſo many Senſual Men that are 
Plung'd in their Luſts and Plicafures; and when they arc once Glu'd to 
them, 'tis a very Hard Matter to Work themſelves Our. We have an Em- 
blem here of Thoſe Foolith Volupruous Men, that Sacrifice the Peace, the 
Honour, the Comfort, and all other Subſtantial Satisfaftions of Lite , 
ro the Temptation of a Liquoriſh Palate. And fo for the Libertics of 
Wine, Women, Feaſting, and Jolly Company ; The Pomp and Splendor 
of Courts and Parades, &c. Ir comes All to the ſame Point ; for when Men 
are once Diprt; what with the Engagements of Scnſc, Cuſtom, F acility; 
Nay and I might have ſay'd, with the very Shame of Departing from what 
they have given themſelves up to, they go on with /Xſops Flycs, till they 
are Stifled intheir very Pleaſures. 


Fas. CXXVYII. 
A Poung Man and a Swallow, 


"A Prodigal Young Fellow that had fold his Cloths to his very 

Shirt, upon the Sight of a Swallow that came abroad be- 
fore her Time, made Account that Summer was now at Hand, 
and away went That too. There happen'd after This, a Fit of 
Bitter Cold Weather, that allmoſt ſtarv'd both the Bird, and the 
Spendehrift. Well ( ſays the Fellow to Himlelt ) This Sot of a 
Swallow has been the Ruine of us Both. 


The MOR AL; 


Extraordinary Caſes are Excepted out of the General Rules of Life: So 
that Irregular Accidents and Inſtances are not to be drawn into Preſident. 


REFLEXION. 


EvERY ManStands or Falls to his Own Reaſon; and it is No Ex- 
cuſe ro ſay, that I 'was Miſled by Example, or Conjefture, when I had 
che Means betore me of Enforming my ſelf Better. It this Prodigal had bur 
Conſulted the Almanack, or his own Experience, it would have ſet him 
Right in the Courſe of the Seaſons, or the Old Proverb Methinks might have 
faristy'd him, that One Swallow makes no Summer, Unleſs the Fable per- 
chance ſhould fall out tobe the Ancienter of the Two, and the Occaſion of 
Thar Proverb : But there are Certain Extravagants among People of all 
Sizes and Profeſſions, and there muſt be no Drawing of General Rules from 
Particular Exceptions. 

FAB. 


Epps FABLES. 
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F a s, CXXVII. 
Mercury and a Carpenter. 


Carpenter dropt his Axe into a River, and pur up a Prayer 
ro Mercury to help him tot again. Merckry Div'd for't, arid 
brought him up a Golden One : but That was not it the Fellow 
laid: And fo he Plung'd a Second Time, and Fetch'd up Ano- 
ther, of Silver. He fayd Thar was not it neither. He try'd once 
again, and then Up comes an Axe with a Wooden Handle, which 
the Carpenter, layd was the very Tool that he had Loſt. Well! 
( ſays Mercury ) thou art lo Juſt a Poor Wretch, that le give thee 
All Three now for thy Honeſty. This Story was got into E- 
very bodies Mouth, and the Rumour being Spread, ic came into 
a Knaves Head to Try the Same Experiment over again. And fo 
away goes He and Down he Sits, Sniv'ling and Whelping upon 
the Bank of a River, that he had Dropt his Axe into the Water 
there. Mercury, that was at hand it ſeems, heard his Lamentation, 
and Dipping once _ for his Axe, as he had done for the O- 
ther ; up he brings him a Golden Axe, and Asks the Fellow if 
That were it. Yes, Yes, ſays he, This is it. Oh thou Impudent 
Sort, cryes Mercury; to think of putting Tricks upon Him thar 
ſees through the very Heart of thee. 
The MOR AL, 


The Great Searcher of our Fearts is not to be Impos'd upon, but he will take 
his Own Time either to Reward or Puniſþ. 


REFLEXION. 


HEAVEN Hates Diſlemblers, and Hypocrites, as it Loves men of 
Truth and Integrity. He that faheyes he can Impoſe upon Jupiter takes 
him for a Cally. 

Baudoin Morallizes the Matter thus ; that Mercury's called upon, and 
Sent, as the Patron of Artizans. The Practice of Truth and Juſticecanne- 
ver fail ofa Reward in the Concluſion, and the bringing in ot a God to the 
Reliefe of a Poor Man, ſhews that it is from Heaven that the Needy are 
tro Expect Redrels. . 

Here are Two Men at their Prayers; The One a Downright Plain 
Dealer 3 and the Other, a Trimming, Deſigning Hypocrite. Fhe Former 
has a Reverence in his Heart for the Power that he Invokes; He is rioc 
to be Corrupted with Gold, or Silver. He ſtands in Awe of his Conlci- 
ence, and makes good his Profeſſion, with his Praftice : Receiving in the 
End, the Bleſſing of a Reward for his Integrity. The Ocher Worlhips 
with his Eyes, his Hands, and his Voycez but All This is only ro Cover 
the Cheat of a Rotten-Heart, He acknowledges a Divine Power,but ar the 
Same 


LE en. «3 —»— 4 
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Same Time hc makes a Mock on't, and Provokes it, He ſtands Con: 
vinc'd that God knows All the Secrets of his Hcarr, and yet tc!!s him a 
Lye to his Facc. There is No ſuch Maſque, in fine, for the Greateſt of 
Impictycs, as a Veil of Religion. This Praying Carpenter here would have 
made Mercury a Broaxer to his Knavery : and we have a world of Praying 
Chriſtians roo, that write after his Copy. : 


emm——_—_—_ — 
— 


Fas, CXXIX. 
A For and G!apes, 


Here was a Time, when a Fox would have Ventur'd as far 

for a Bunch of Grapes, as for a Shoulder of Mutton, and 

it was a Fox of Thoſe days, and of Thar Palate, that ſtood Ga- 
ping under a Vine, and licking his Lips at a moſt Delicious Cluſter 
ot Grapes that he had Spy'd out there; He ferchd a Hundred and 
a Hundred Leaps ar it, ill at laſt, when he was as Weary as a 
Dog, and found that there was No Good to be done; Hang 'em 


( oe He) they are as Sowr as Crabs; and fo away he went, turning 
oft the Diſappointment with a Jeſt. 


SAS YTGEAL. 


A Wolfe and a Lyon, 


& 5S a Wolfe and a Lyon were abroad upon Adventure toge- 
A ther, Heark, ( ſays the Wolfe ) Don't you hear the Bleat- 
ing of Sheep? My Life tor Yours Sir, Ile go fetch ye 
2 Purchale, Away he goes, and follows his Eare, till he came 
juſt under the Sheepfold : Bur it was ſo well fortify d, and the 
Dogs aſleep ſo Near it, . that back he comes Sneaking to the Lyon 
again, andtells him, There are Sheep Yonder ( lays he ) tis true, 
bur they are as Lean as Carrion, and we had e'en as good ler 'em 
alone *rill they have more Fleſh on their Backs. 


The MOKAL of the TwoFABLESS above. 


"Tis matter of Skill and Addreſs, when a man cannot Honeſtly Compaſs 


what he would be at, to Appear Eaſy and Indifferent upon All Repuljes 
and Diſappointment s. 


OC ——— 
— 


 4os FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


'T15s a Point of Good Diſcretion to make a Virtue of a Neceſlicy, and 
to Content our fclves with what we cannot pert, though we have never fo 
much a Mind to'r; for 'tis a Turn of Art to ſeem to Deſpiſe what we can- 
not Compals, and to put oft a Miſcarriage with a Jeſt ; Beſide, char it is 
Better to have People think a man could Gain Such or ſuch a Point if he 
Would, then chat he Would, bur cannor. 

The Foxes Pur off in This Fable, is a moſt Inſtruftive Point of Philo- 
ſophy toward the Government of our Lives ; Provided that his F ooling 
may be made our Earneſt; as it would be much for our Honour and 
Quiet ſo to be. No man can be Mitcrable it he can bur keep Clear of the 
Snare of Hopes and Fearsz and Antidote himſclt againſt the Flatteries of 
the One, and the Alarums of the Other : It is a High Point of Chriſtian, 
as well as of Civil Prudence; for a man to fay Thus to Himſelt before- 
hand, of a Thing that he hasa Mind to [_ If / cannot get it, I ſhall be Bet- 
ter without it. ] Or it he can bur fay after the Miſſing of it, [_ /t was bet- 
ter Leſt then found.) Now if we cannot Arrive at the Pitch of making 
This Inditiercence a Virtue indeed, we may however fo Diſguiſe ir ycr, 
( though in a caſe of Neceſſity ) as to make it Look like One : Not bur 
that it would be much berrer it we could Artain to the PerteCtion it ſelfe, 
as well as we may in Appearance Cover the Diſgrace. 

| knew a Fine Lady once, and ſhe was a Woman of Senſe, Quality, and 
a very Generous Mind. She lay under Morrtifications in abundance, and 
yet, was never Obſery'd to be Peevith, or Angry, upon Any Provocation 
Wharſoevcr ; and the Reaſon ſhe gave for't was This: [ 1: Will make Me 
Look Old, ) So that it is not fo much the want of Ability ro maſter our 
AﬀeCtions, as the want of Reſolution to go thorough with the Experi. 
ment, This is a way to keep/us Firm in All Tryals : or it He, that 
upon a True Principle, lives without any Diſquiet of Thought, may be 
ſayd ro be Happy. Ic Emproves All our Diſappointments into Provi- 
dences, when we can let fall the Vain Deſire of any thing without Feel- 
ing the Loſs of it. It comes All to a Caſe now, upon the force of the Moral, 
whether we Quir, as the Fox did the Grapes, becauſe he could not come 
at them, or 'as the Wolfe did the Sheep, becauſe he durſt not Venture, 
upon 'em. Bur be itcirher the One or the Other, there's a Virtue, and a 
Bleſſing in'c, Both ways, in getting the Betrer of our Paſſions: which 
mighr certainly bc done it we had bur Halte the Tenderneſs for our Minds 
and Conſciences, that we have for our Carcaſles, and our Fortunes. 


— —— ———— ————  ——  —— EN _— — — — 


_— —_ - — 


F a Bs. CXXXl. 
A Boy and a Snake, 


Boy was Groping for Eles, and layd his hand upon a 
Snake, but the Snake, finding ic was Pure Simplicity, and 
not Malice, Admoniſh'd him of his Miſtake ; Keep your elf 
Well while you are Well, ſays the Snake; for if you Meddle 


with Me, You'll .Repent your Bargain. 
R The 
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The Mo KR A L. 


Tis the Intention, Morally Speaking, that makes the Attion Good or Bad ; 
and even Brutes themſebves will put a Difference betwixt Harms of 111 Wil! 
and Miſchance. 

CHEST AEXIO KN 


Tis Wiſdom, as well as Juſtice, ro Diſtinguiſh berwixt Actions of 
Miſadventure, and of Deſign. Every Thing has at leaſt Two Handles to'r, 
and Both Parts ſhould be well Examin'd, before a Man can make cither 2 
Warrantable Judyment, or a Prudent Choice. The Boy's Miſtake here is 
no more then what we have Every day betore our Eyes in common Pra- 
ftice : And That which the Szake ſays ro the Boy, Every Man's Reaſon 
ſays to Himſelf. What is his raking a Snake for an Ele, but our takin 
Vice for Virtue > He did it Unwarily : And ſo do We Many times too. 
He rook the One for the Other, becauſe they were ſo much Alike, that 
at firſt View he could nor Diſtinguiſh them. And are not Virtue and 
Vice as Like, in ſeveral Inſtances, as One Egg is to Another 2 How ſhall 
a Man know, at firſt Bluſh, Hypocrific from Piety ; Truc Charicy from 
Oſtentation z or the Devil Himlelt with a Glory about him, from an An- 
gel of Light > Time and Examination may do Much, bur the Boy wag 
Groping, and in the Dark, and ſo might Well be Miſtaken. The Snake 
Told him of his Error, and the Danger of it, but Paſsd it over, becauſe 
there was no /{{Will in't. This is the very Caſe of Our Reaſon to us, 
in all our Miſdoings: It Checks us for what's Paſt, and Adviles us for the 
Future, to have a care of Falſe Appearances: Juſt as the Sake did to the 
Child here. 


Eads CAXIEL 


A Fowler and a Partridge, 


Fowler had taken a Partridge, and the Bird offer'd her (elf 
A ro Decoy as many of her Companions into the Snare” as 
{he could, upon Condition that he would but give her Quar- 
ter. No, ſays he, You ſhall Dye the rather for That very Rea- 
ſon, becauſe you would be ſo Baſe as to Betray your Friends to 
{ave your (elf. 


The MO KR AL. 


Of all Scandalous and Lewd Offices, That of a Traytor is Certainly the 
Daſeſt z for it Undermines the very Foundations of Soctety. 


REFLEXION. 


TaEACHERY is a Sin againſt Common Faith, Honour, and Humane 
Society; A Villany, in ſhorr, that's never to be Approv'd, how Conve- 
n'cnt loever in ſome Caſes ro be made uſe of The Fowler's here, was 
a Wiſe and a Gencrous Reſolution, upon the Partridges Propoſal; for 
ali Irayters are Mercenaries; and Whocyer Betrays One Maſter for Ad- 
Yanrage, 


Life, by the Berraying of her Fellows. This was an Unhappy Infirmity, 
but the Weakneſs all this while, does not Exculc the Perftidy, chough it 
may ſeem in ſome Meaſure to Extenuarte the Crime, by the Poor Crea- 
tures lying under almoſt an Inſuperable Frailty. The Fowler however 
made an Example of her for a Terror to Ochers. Now it a Treachery 
of this Quality be ſo Unpardonable, what ſhall we ſay to Thoſe Fudases, 
that Dip im the Diſh with their Maſters, and then tor fo many Pieces ot 
Silver, deliver them up to be Crucify'd > What ſhall we ſay ro Thoſe thar 
Sell rhcix Country, their Souls, and their Religion, for Mony, and Rate 
Divinity at ſo much a Pound 2 .And then to Conſummare the Wicked- 


nes, Finiſh the Work with Malice, that they began with Avarice. 


F a B. CXXXIIL 


: A Hare and a Toztoiſe, 
A VGr a Dull Heavy Creature (ſays a Hare ) is This 
lame Tortoiſe! And yer ( lays the Tortoiſe ) Ill run 
with you for a Wager. "Twas Done and Done, and the Fox, by 
Conſent, was to be thefſudg. They ſtarted together, and the 
Tortoiſe kept Jogging on (till, 'rill he came to the End of the 
Courſe. The Pave lay'd himſelf down about Mid-way, and 
took a Nap; for, ſays he, I can ferch up the Tortoiſe when I 
leaſe : Bur he Over-{lept himſelf it ſeems, for when he came 
ro Wake, though he icudded away as faſt as 'twas poflible, 
the Tortoiſe got to the Poſt before him, and Won the Wager. 


lm 
——— 


The Mo R ATL. 


Up and be Doing, is an Edifying Text ; for Adtion is the. Bus neſs of 
Life, and there's no Thought of ever coming to the End of our Journey 
in time, if we Sicep by the Way. 


REFLEXION, 


UNNECESSARY Dclaysin All Preſſing Aſiirs arc but juſt fo much 
time Loſt, befide the Hazard of Intervening Contingencies that may En- 
danger a Total Diſappointment. Ler not the Work of ro day be pur oft, 
ill to morrow; for the Future is Uncertain ; and he that lyes down to 
Sleep in the Middle of Bugs'nefs that requires Aftion, dqges not know 
whether he ſhall live ro *wake again: Or with the Hare in the Fable 
here, Our-ſlcep his Opportunity. A Plodding Diligence brings us ſooner 

z to 
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ro our Journey's End, then a Fluttering Way of Advancing by Starts and 
by Scops; for *tis Perſeverance Alone that can carry us I horough-Stutch, 


_—J 


CS —_— _ — ———  ——_ 
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F a s. CXXXIV. 


Apples and Hozſe-Lurds. 


Pon a very great Fall of Rain, the Current carry'd Away 
a Huge Heap of Apples, together with a Dunghill thar 
lay in the Water-Courſe. They Floated a good while toge- 
ther like Brethren and Companions; and as they weat thus 
Dancing down the Stream, the Horſe-Turds would be ev 
foot crying out ſtill, Alack a day! How Wee Apples Swim | 


g== - — —— — - — 


Fas, CXXXV. 


A Peach, an Apple, and a Blackberry, 


Here happen'd a Controverſie once berwixt a Peach, and 
an Apple, which was the Fairer Fruit of the Two. They 
were ſo Loud in their Diſcourſe, that a Blackberry from the 
aext Hedg, Over-heard them. Come (ſays the Blackberry) We 
are All Friends, and pray let's have No angling among our 
ſelves: 
The MORAL of the Two FABLE s above, 


Every Thing would be Thought Greater in the World then it is, and the 
Root of it is This, that it firſk thinks it ſelf ſo. 


REFLEXION. 


'Tis a Vanity Common in the World, for Every Pretending Coxcomb 
to make himſelt One of the Party ſtill with his Becters. They cry Wee 
to Every thing, and make themſclves Neceſſary upon All Occafions, and 
to All Purpoſes, and People, when upon the Truth of the Matter, they 
are found to be good for Juſt Nothing art all. 

[_ Wee ] Apples cry the Horſe-Turds | Wee] the Kings Officers, crys the 
Fellow that carrys Guts to the Bears { Wee] crys the Scumm of the Na- 
tion to the Bench, ro the Court, to the City, to the Church, to Parlia- 
ments, and Councels. There's Nothing ſo Grear, bur the Little People 
cry [Wee] to't ſtill. [Wee] do This, and {Wee'l] do Thar, and { Wee} 
Undertake for This and T'other, This is in a Familiar Way, the Com- 
mon Style of the Licentious Multitude, to the Scandal of all Honorable 
Commiſſions, and of Thoſe that Manage them. And This Humour of 
[Weeirg) holds as well in Matters of State, and of Underſtanding, as 0 

rhe 
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the Point of Honour and Quality, Twas | Wee} in the Perſons of the 
Fiſh Wives and the Broom-Mcn [ Wee] again in the Refolutions of Bi. 
lingsgate, and Grub ſtreet, that took upon them to Preſcribe in Matters of 
Religion and Government. [Wee] won't loſe our Religion, was the Cry 
of Every Ignorant Atheiſt. [Wee'l] ſtand up for our Properties was the 
Beggers Song that livd upon the Alms Basker. And [Wee] for our Liber- 
ries, cry the Slaves ot All Timcs and Intereſts ; Nay and None fo {ircight 
Laic'd as Common Cheats upon the Topique of Conſcience. And fo it 
was [Wee] again in the Name of the Multitude that did Every thing 
that was thought Worth the Doing. Now if the Dregs of the Pcople 
will be Opening, and Crying [ Wee] to Every thing 5 the Mobile has a 
Wide Mouth, and there's No Stopping it. But the Arrogance of the Rab- 
bles Aſſuming at This Rate, is Nothing to the Mcannels of their Supe- 
riors when they ſhall deſcend ro keep fuch Company; or to make uſe 
of ſuch Tools or Engines. 'Tis net halt ſo bad for the Apples to cry 
[Wee] Horſe-Turds, as it would be for Men of State, and Caball, to cry 
[Wee] Tinkers and Carr-Mexn. But This is a Suppoſition, not ro Enter 
ſo much as into the: Thought of any Man of Senſe or Honour. This 
Fable will alſo bear as Edifying, and as Pertinent a Moral, in the In- 
verſion, as ir does the Other Way. Wee Rogues, on the One Hand, is 
Every jot as Emphatical, as Wee Princes, on the Other. 


C'TDU_—_— ——_ — 


Fas. CXXXVI. 
A Mole and her Dam. 


Other (ſays a Mole to her Damm) Here's a Strange Smell 
M Methinks. And then ſhe was at it again, There's a Mxl- 
berry-Tree 1 percerve. And io a Third Time, What a Clattering 
of Hammers do T hear. Daughter ſays the Old One, You have 
now quite Berray'd your ſelf; for I thought You had Wanted 
only One Senſe, and now I find you want Three ; for you can 
neither Hear nor Smell any more then you can See. 


The MOR AL. 


Meu Labour under Many Imperfeftions that No Body would take Notice 
of, if they themſelves were not Over-ſollicitons to Conceal theme. 


REFLEXION. 


BOASTERs arc Naturally Falſifyers, and the People of All Ortiers 
that pur their Shams the Worſt rogether. Their Imperſe&tions would 
not be Halt ſo much taken Notice of, if their Own Vanity did not make 
Proclamation of them; As a Blind Lady that I knew, was never Well, 
bur when ſhe was Diſcourſing of Colours. *7is a Strange Thing, the Im. 
pudence of ſome Women' Was a Word often in the Mouth ot a Preciſe Dame, 
who her ſelf was as Common as the King's High-Way. I knew Another 
that was nevyes without Lemmen Pill in her Mouth, ro Corre&t an _ 

your 


Foul Brcaths. Now This way of Covering Dctctts, Scandals or Incon- 
venienccs, is the Only Way of Expoſing them. 


——— 


F a Bs. CXXXVII. 
Walps, Partridges, and a HiutSbandman, 


Flight of Waſps, and a Covy of Partridges that were hard 

pur to't for Water, went to a Farmer, and begg'd a Soup 
of him to Quench their Thirſt, The Partridzes ofter d tro Dig 
his Vineyard for't, and the Waſps to ſecure him from Thieves. 
Pray hold your Hand, ſays the Good Man ; I have Oxen and 
Dogs that do me Thele Offices already, without ſtanding upon 
Terms. And therefore it will become me to Provide for Them 
in the Firſt Place, 


The MORAL. 


Charity begins at Home, but the Neceſſary Duty of it in One Place, 
does mot Diſcharge the Chriſtian Exerciſe of it in Another, 


REFLEXION. 


CHARITY is a Humane, as well as a Chriſtian Virtuc, and there 
iS a Place for it, even upon Brutcs, under the Duty of Tenuvyrnels and 
Good Nature, as well as upon Men ; bur ſtill with a Diſtinction by way 
of Preference, that it is to be Employ'd in the Firit Place upon Thule that 
have the Faircſt Right ro't:. *'Tis One thing I mult Conftels, ro Condi- 
tion for a Good Office, and Another thing to do it Gratis; fo that the 
Husbandman took the Propofal by the Right Handle in That Reſpett: 
Bur his bcing provided of Servants alrcady, to do his Work was no Ex- 
cuſe for his Want of Charity ro Rclicve his Diſt:ctIcd Neighbor. 


_ - _— — 


FaB., CXXXVIIL. 
Jupiter and a Serpent. 


FT Hpiter had Preſents made him upon his WV edding-Day, Greater, 
or Lels, from All Living Creatures. A Serpent brought him 
a Roſe in his Mouth for an Offering. The Thing was Accepr- 
able enough, bur nor the Preſenter ; for (ſays Jupiter) though 
Gifrs are Wellcome to me, of Themſelves, I muſt nor yet receive 
any from a Serpent. 
The Mo KR AL. 


Te that receives a Preſent, Contratls an Obligation; which a Body would 
be Aſham'd of in the Caſe of an Ill Man : fer it looks toward making 
a Friendſhip with him. 


REFLE- 
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REFLEXION. 


A Good Man would not Willingly lye under any Obligation to a Per- 
ſon of a Lewd Charatter and Converſation ; for beſide the Danger he [n- 
eurrs, it would not be for his Credit neither, where Preſents are Scan- 
dals, and rather Snares then Benefits. "Tis a kind of Incumbrance upon 
the freedom of a Generous Mind, to be debt ro an Ill Man, even upon 
any Score whartſocver, that docs bur carry the face of Good Will, or Re- 
ſpe&t; for 'tis a Debr that a Man's both Aſham'd and Weary of 'cill "ris 
paid off, He lives uneaſfily under the Burden of ir, and Conſequently, 
ir is the Debt of All Ochers that ought firſt ro be Anſwer'd. And there's 
Somrhing more in't yet roo, which 1s, that when All Common Scores are 
made even, the Morality of the Obligation ſtill remains; for there's 
no Cancelling the Bonds of Honor and Juſtice. Kindneſſcs are to be 
paid in ſpeci, as well as Mony, Thar is to ay, there muſt be Aﬀe. 
Fion in the Return, as well as Juſtice. Now as there can-be No True 
Friendſhip betwixt a Good Man and a Wicked Man, there ſhould be no 
Intercourſe betwixt them that looks like Friendſhip, and theretore the 
Leſs Commerce the Bertrer, As Jupzter, we ſee, would have Nothing to 
do with the Serpent. 


F a Bs. CXXXIX. 
A Flea and a Man. 


F:llow finding ſomewhat Prick him, Popt his Finger 
A upon the Place, and ic provd to be a Flea. Whar art 

thou, ſays he, for an Animal, to Suck thy Livelyhood 
out of My Carcals > Why is the Livelyhood, (lays the Flea) 
that Nature has Allotted me, and My Stinging is not Moral 
neither. Well, ſays the Man, but 'tis Troublelome however ; 
and now I Have ye, [ll ſecure ye for ever Hurting me again, 


either Little or Much, 
The EGSALSEI 


Live and Let Live, is the Rule of Common Juſtice,” but if People will be 
7 roubleſome on the One hand, tbe Obligation is Diſcharg'd on the 
other. 


REFLEXION. 


IT is as Natural for a Max to Kill a Flea, as it is for a Flea to Bite 
a Man. There's a kind of felf-Preſervation on Both fides, and withour 
Any Malice on Either Hand. The Flea cannot Live without Nouri/6- 
ment, nor the Max without Reſt. So that here's only a Preſent Diſparch 
on the One Hand, to prevent a Lingring Death on the Other (as a Rett- 
leſs Lite is in Truth no Betrer) There are in the World as many Illu- 
ſtracions of This Fable, as there are Inſtances of Petulant, Pragmarical, 
and Impertincnt People that Break in upon Men of Government and Bus'- 
nels. Diſtrattions have much in them of Flea-Bitings; That is to ſay, 
they 
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FS  chey keep us Waking, and Hinder our Repoſle. The Fla thought ir 
hard to ſuffer Dcath tor an Importunity : Bur to a Man that knows how 

to Value his Time and his Quiet, One Importunity upon the Neck of 


Another, is the Killing of a Man Alive, and the very Worſt of Deaths. 


— A ——— 


= Talk 
A Flea and Hercules. 


Here was a Fellow, that upon a Flea-Biting call d out to 
Hercules tor Help. The Flea gets away, and the Man 
Expoſtulates upon the Matter, Well! Hercules ; (lays he) You 
that would not: take My Part againſt a Sorry Flea, will never 
ſtand by me in a Time of Need, againſt a more Powerful Enemy. 


A OR ak. 


We Negleft God in Greater Matters, and Petition him for Triſies, nay 
and Take Pett at laſt if we cannot have cur Aslings. 


REFLEXION. 


'Tis an 1] Habit to turn Offices and Dutics of Piety into Marrers and 
Words only of Courſe 3 and to Squander away our Wiſhes and our Prayers 
upon Paltry Foolcries, when the Great Concerns of Lite and Death, Hea-« 
ven and Hell, lye all at ſtake, Who but a Mad man, that has ſo many 
Neceſſary and Capital Dutics of Chriſtianity co Think of, would ever 
have made a Deliverance from a Flea Biting a Part of his Litany? It 
makes our Devotions Ridiculous, to be fo Unfceling on the One fide, 
and ſo Over-ſcnſible, and Sollicitous on the Other. By this Fooliſh and 
Impertinent Way ot our Proceeding toward the Almighty, Men Slide by 
lictle and little into ſome fort of Doubr, if not a Direct Disbelict and Con- 
tempt of his Power. And then with the Country Fellow here, if we 
cannot Obtain Every Vain Thing we Ask, our next Bus'neſs is to take 
Per at the Retulal, and ſo in Revenge to give over Praying for Good and 
All; and ſo to Renounce Heaven for a Flea- Biting, 


— — —_ 


Fas; CXLI. 
A Man and Lwo Wives. 


T was now Cuckow-Time, and a Certain Middle-4g'd Man, that 
was Halt-Gray, Half-Brown, took a fancy to Marry Two 
Wives, of an Age One under Another, and Happy was the Wo- 
man thar could pleaſe him Beſt. They took Mighty Care of 
him to All manner of Purpoſes, and ſtill as they were Comb- 
ing the Good Man's Head, they'd be Picking our he and there a 


Hair 
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Hair to make it all ofa Colour. The Matronly Wife, ſhe Pluck'd 
out All the Brown Hairs, and the Younger the White : So that they 
left the Man in the Concluſion no better chen a Bald Buzzard be- 


ewixt them. 
The ook ea k 


'Tis a'much Harder Thing to Pleaſe Two Wives then Two Maſters; and 
He's a Bold Man that offers at it. 


REFLEXIO N. 


MARRIAGES are Govern'd, rather by an Over ruling Fatality, then 
by any Solemnity of Choice and Judgment ; though 'cis a Hard Matter 
ro find out a Woman, even at the Beſt, that's of a Juſt Scantling for her 
Age, Perſon, Humour, and Fortune ro make a Wite of. This Fable pre- 
ſents us with One ſingle Diſparity that is of it ſelf Suſhcient, without a 
more then Ordinary Meaſure of Virtue and Prudence, to make a Man Mi- 
ſcrable and Ridiculous. I ſpeak of a Diſparity ot Years, which, in the Mo- 
ral, takes-in all Other Diſproportions. The One's too Toung, T'other too 
Old; to ſhew us that Marriage is out of Seafon it it does not Hitthe very 
Critical Point betwixt them. *'Tis much with Wedlock, as it is with our 
Savercign Cordials and Antidotes. There go a Thouſand Ingredients to 
the making of the Compoſition: Bur then it they be nor Tim'd, Propor- 
tion'd, and Prepar'd according to Art, 'tisa Clog to us rather then a Relicf. 
So that it would have been Well, if Nature had Preſcrib'd the Dos of Wo- 
mans-Fleſh, as ſhe has D:termin'd the Nzceſſtty of it, 


—_. 


Fas, CXLIL, 
Two Frogs that wanted Water. 


Pon the Drying up of a Lake, Two Frogs were forcd to 

Quit, and to ſeek for Water Elſewhere. As they were 

upon the Search, they Diſcover'd a very Deep Well. Come ( ſays 
One to T'other) Let us cen go down here, without Looking any 
further. You ſay well, ſays her Companion; bur wines the 


—— 
—— 


Water ſhould fail us Here roo? How ſhall we ger Out a- 


gain ? 


The MO R A L. 


'Tis Good Advice to Look before we Leape. 
REFLEXION. 


HASTY Reſolutions are ſeldom Fortunate, and it isa piece of Neceſſary 
Prudence, for a Man, before he reſolves any thing, to Conſider what may 
be the Conſequences of it. 

We are taught by the Providence of Theſe Frogs, ro Conſider the End of 
things before we Reſolve upon the Meanes 3. tor when the Die is 
Caſt, *tis too lare ro Wiſh for Another Chance. In our Deliberations whar 
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ro do, we fhnuld Diſtinguith betwixt Lawlul and Unlawtul, Prudential and 
Foolith, a Lels Preſent Good, and a Conſequence of greater Evils, that we be 
fot Berray'd by the Fair Appearances of 'Thinys Speciousz Frauds and Fal. 
lacics, Glittering Outſides, Oc. into Inconvenicncycs and Miſtakes. 
When a Man wants any thing, let him look tor't in Time, and Conſider 
Well beforchand whar Occaſion he has tor't, and unron What Terms it 1s to 
be Had 3 for there may be ſuch Conditions that a Man would not Comply 


.With, cven tor the Saving, or Redceming of his Lite. There arc Other 


Calcs, where a Man muſt Part with More tor the Getting of a Thing, 
then That Thing is Worth. Some again, where a Body runs the Riſque 
of atgAblolutc Ruine, for the Gaining ot a Prceient Supply : *Wherctore 
thereY No Remedy cither Way, without a Strift Calculation upon the 
Profit or Lois on Both Sides. I want Mony, but | will not make my ſelf a 
Slave for's, I want a Friend at Court, but I will not Forfcit the Cha- 
racter of a Man of Honour, or the Conſcience of a Chriſtian, and an Ho- 
neſt Man, to Purchaſe ſuch a Friend: I am in Priſon; but I will nor play 
the Knave to ſet my ſelt at Liberty. Theſe are All, Neceſſary Dcliberati- 
ons upon the Matter here in Queſtion. Let us ſez how we thall get Out a» 
gain, ſays the Frog, before we go [n. 


[I_ — — 


——— —— ——— rr 
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Tas CALL 


A Dog and a Cock upon a Journy. 


Dog and a Cock rook a Journy together. The Dog Ken« 

nell'd in the Body of a Hollow Tree, and the Cock 
Rooſted at night upon the Boughs. The Cock crow'd about 
Midnight ; ( at his Uſual Hour ) which brought a Fox that was 
ns; upon the Hunt, immediately to the Tree; and there he 
ſtood Licking of his Lips, at the Cock, and Wheedling him ro ger 
him Down, He Proteſted he never heard fo Angelical a V oice 
ſince he was Bora, and what would not He do now, to Hugg the 
Creature that had given him ſo Admirable a Serenade! Pray, 
ſays the Cock, ſpeak to the Porter below to open the Door, and [1] 
come Down to ye: The Fox did as he was Directed, and the 
Dog preſently ſeiz'd and Worry'd him. . 


The MO KR A L. 


The Main Busneſs of the World is Nothing but Sharping, and putting 
Tricks upon One Another by Turns. 


REFLEXION. 


" 'T1s Good Diſcretion, when a Body has to do with an Adverſary, that 
is cither too Crafty, or too Strong for him, to turn him off to his Match; 
bur ir would be a Cleverer Way yer, to Encounter the Stratagem, and to 
Detcat One Sham with Another, as the Simplicity of the Cock here was too 
hard for the Wilyneſs of the Fox. Experience makes many a Wiſe Man of 
a Fool 
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a Fool, and Security makes many a Fool of a Wiſe Man. We have an In- 
ſtance of the Former in the Cocks Over-reaching the Fox, and of the Other, 
in the Foxes Supine Contidence, that made him fo Intent upon his Prey, 
as to neglect his Safery. Now the Cock,, that upon Long Tryal and Obſer- 
vation, knew the Fox to be the Common Enemy of all Poulcrey ; had like- 
wiſe a Dread and Suſpicion of him by Inſtin&, which made him Naturally 
Cautious upon the very Principle of Selfe-Preſervation. Whereas the Fox 
thar Truſted to his Addreſs and Manage, withour ſo much as Dreamin : 
of a Croſs-Bite from fo filly an Animal, tell Himſelf into the Pir that he 
bad Digg'd for Another. Ir is much the ſame Caſe in the World when Pro- 
vidence is pleas'd to Confoungd the Falſe, the Mighty, and the Bloud- 
Thirſty, by Judgments of Lice and Frogs: Thar is to ſay, by the moſt De- 
ſpicable of Initruments. To pur an End to This Moral, It is a wonderful 
Thing how the very Force of Nature will Exert it ſelf, in the Meaneſt and 
the Weakelt of Creatures, in Caſes of Extreme Neceſſity and Danger : As 
it made the Cock here too hard for the Fox. 


—_— _—r__ —— 
—_— — — — 
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Fa B. CXLIV. 
A Bat, Bzamble and Cozmozant, 


A Bat, a Bramble, and a Cormorant Enterd into Covenants 
with Articles, to joyn Stocks, and Trade in Partnerſhip to- 
gether. The Bat's Adventure was Ready Mony that he rook up 
at Intereſt; The Bramble's, was in Cloaths ; and the Cormorant's, 
in Brals. They Put to Sea, and it fo fell out, that Ship and 
Goods were Both Loſt by Strels of Weather : Bur the "Three 
Merchants by Providence got ſafe to Land. Since the Time of 
this Miſcarriage, the Bat never Stirrs abroad till Night, for fear of 
his Credicors. The Bramble lays hold of All the Cloaths he can 
corne at in hope to Light upon his Own again: And the 
Cormorant is ſtill Sauntering by the Sea-{1de, to ſee it he can find 
any of his Braſs caſt up. 

The Mo KR A L. 


The Impreſſion of any Notable Misfortune will commonly ſtick by a Man as 
long as be Lives. 
REFLEXION. 


Things that a Man hasonce ſet his Heart upon, will hardly be eyer got 
our of his Head, but Every Hint and Occaſion will be putting him in mind 
of 'em again. I!l Habitsare not Eaſyly Cur'd. Tis with allmoſt All Ps: 
ple in caſes of Fright or DiſtraCtion of Mind, as it was with our Merchant 
Adventurers here, The Laſt Impreſſion ſticks Cloſeſt ro us. There was 
a Miſerable Wretch in Eedlam that had Toft his Wirs upon the Firing of a 
Ship at Seca, and His Head was (till running upon Fire and Water; infomtch 
that the very Sight of cicher of chem would put him ingo an Outrageous 
Fury. Another that was Mad for Love, would be Beatiighis Brains per-. 
perually upon Anagrams and —— Oliver's Emthuftaſtick Porter, as 

| 4 k wary 
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directly Bib/e-Mad, and upto the Ears :ſtill in the Dark Prophers, and the 
Revelation, In the Year 1688, When the Original Contraiters were met in 
Councel abont Settling the Government, a very good Poor Woman carried 
her Little {Trunks and Boxes to Weld- Houſe for Protection, for (car of the 
Mobile. ;The Houſe was Rifled, and her Trinkets went away with the Reſt 
Upon this Loſs ſhe fell 7dle. ZJeaded; and ro This very Day ſhe ſtands lik « 
the Bramble in the Fable, neare the place ſtill, ( where the Innocent Creatyr« 
Lives ) Catching of People by the Coats, and Asking them about hr 
Trunks and Boxes: Pray, ſays ſhe, When ſha!l I have my Thinzs again ? 
My Trunks are not come home yet, &c, The Dottrinc upon the Whole i; 
no more then This, That we are not to ſet our Hearts upon the Thins 
of This World ; for All Emotions of the Mind have ſomewhat in them of 
the Freakez and the only Way to be Happy and Quiet, is to rake all 
Contingencics Indiftcrent to us. 


—— ——  — — + —  ——— — — _— — = _— 


F a Bs. CXLV. 
A Lark in a Net. 


'A Poor Lark Enter'd into a Miſerable Expoltulation with a 

Bird-Catcher, that had Taken her in his Net, and was jult 
abour to pur her ro Death. Alas (ſays ſhe) What am to Dye 
for now ? Iam no Thief; I have Stoln neither Gold, nor Silver; 
bur for Making Bold with One Pitytul Grain of Corn am I now 


to Suffer, 
| Ts! MOR AL. 


'Tis tono Purpoſe to ſtand Reaſoning where the Adverſary is both Party and 
udge. 
hs REFLEXION. 

Tis a Folly, fays the Old Moral, for Peopletorun Great Hazard fer 
ſmall Advantage. And why may it not as well Reflect upon the Cruclcy of 
taking away the Life of a Poor Innocent Creature for making bold with 
One Miſerable Grain of Corn, when ſhe was Hungry. Bur This is All 
Forc'd, and in Truth, it is a Dry Fable with Licclc or Nothin, in't; 

Or to Turn it Another Way yet, Here's the Lite of a Poor Creature 
in Queſtion, and the Lark Expoſtulates, and Plcades Nt Guilty, but the 
Belly has No Eares, and the Bird-Catcher is fo Intcnt upon his Intereſt, and 
Appetite, that he gives no Heed at all ro the Equity of the Plea, which is 
bur according to the Courſe of the World, when pcople M-ature Right or 
Wrong by the Rule of their Own Profit or Loſs, *Tis Patiion and Par- 
tiality that Govern in All Thelc Cales. 


rr ——_ —_ 
— — 


Ea» CXLYL 
A Miller Burying his Gold. 


Certaiu Covetous, Rich Churle Sold his Whole Eſtate, and put it 
into Mony , and then Melted down That Mony again 
into One Maſs, which he Bury'd in che ground, with his very 


we oa Heart 
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Heart and Soul in the Pot for Company. He gave it a Vihe Every 
Morning, which it ſeems was taken Notice oft , and Somebody 
thar Oblery'd him, found out his Hoard one Night, and Carry'd 
it away. The Next day he milled it, and ran ailmoſt our of his 
Wirs for the Loſs of his Gold. Well, ( ſays a Neighbour to him ) 
And what's All This Rage for? Why you had no Gold ar all, 
and ſo you Loſt None. You did bur Fancy all this while that 
you Had ic, and you may cen as well Fancy again that you have 


ic it [is buclaying a Stone where you layd your Mony, and 
F 3 That Stone to be your Treaſure, and theres your Gold 
ag You did not Uſe it when you Had it; and you do not 
V »long as you Reſolve not ro Ule ir, 


The MOR A L. 


Bett {ate at all, then the Cares and Vexations that Attend the Pof. 
} |. « of it, without the Uſe ont. 


REFLEXION. 


W# arc never the better for the Poſſcfhon of any thing, Barely for the 
Propricty ſake, but 'ris the Uic and Application of it towards the Conve- 
niences of Lite, and the Comforts of Humane Society, that gives Every 


thing it Vilu+ The Divinz Goodneſs we ſee is perpetually at Work 3 Na- 
ture kern ct Courſe, and the Heavens ſhed their Influcnces wirhour 
Incerm.j1tty ., and whar's the DoCtrinznow of This Great Example, bur chat 


the Bleilings of Providence, which are Common and Diftuſive, ought nor 
tolve Iluylez and thar Whoever Burycs his Talent, cicher of Underſtand- 
11g, or of Fortune, breaks a Sacred Truſt, and Couzens Thoſe thar ſtand 
in Need on't. Bur we have a fort of ſordid Wretchcs among us that had 
racher Caſt their Silver and Gold into the very Mine again from whence it 
was Taken, or lcave itat the Mercy of Thieves, and Common Hazzards, 
then that any Man Living ſhould be the Betrer for'. 


F aB. CXLVIL 
A Stag with One Eye. 


One-Eyed-Stag that was affraid of the Huntſmen at Land, 

kept a Watch That Way wich T'other Eye, and fed with 
his Blind Side ſtill roward an Arm of the Sea, where he though 
there was no Danger. In this Proſpe&t of Security, he was Struck 
with an Arrow from a Boat, and ſo Ended his Days with This 
Lamentation : Here am I deſtroy'd, fays he, where I reckon'd my 
Self ro be Safe on the One Hand ; and No Evil has betal'n me, 


where I moſt Dreaded it, on the Other. 
The 
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The MOR AL. 


Ve are lyable to Mary Unlucky Accidents that no Care or Foreſight 'can Pre. 
went: But we are to Provide however the Beſt we can againſt them, and 
leave the Reſt to Providence. 


REFLEXION. 


WE arc many times Preſery'd or Deſtroy'd. by Thoſe Accidents or 
Councells, that in All Probabiliry would have had quite Contrary Etfetts. 
But it is Our Patt yetto Att according to Reaſon, and commit our ſelves to 
Heaven for thereſt. We have our Blind Sides in the World, as well as the 
Stag had his by the Sca-ſide, and we have our Enemies too, that are till 
Watching tro make Advantage of that Weakneſs. One Man is Tranſported 
out of his Reaſon, and his Honeſty, by Senſual Plcaſures: Another by 
Mony, perhaps, or by Ambition. Every Man, in ſhort, by Somewhar or 
other : And it is bur ſtriking him in the Right Vein, todo his Bus'neſs. The 
Wiſeſt of Men have their Follics; The Juſteſt, their Iniquities, and the 
moſt Temperate of Men have now and then by Fits, their Exceſſes. Achilles 
himſelf (after all that his Mother could do for him ) was left Vulnerable 
yet in the Heel, and Parises Arrow found him Out there. We arc 
taught further alſo to look to our ſelves on the Blind Side, as the Place that 
lyes moſt Expos'd toan Attacque. And finally 5 Thar it is not in the Power 
of Humane Wiſdom to ſecure us againſt Plots and Prattices upon Humane 
Frailty : Nay, and when we have | our Bcſt ro Prevent Miſchief, the 
very Precaution it ſelf ſerves many times to Contribute to our Ruine, The 
Stag did All that was to be done here ; but the Wayes and Workings of 
Providence are unſearchable; and it is not in the Power of Humane Pru- 
dence to Obviate all the Accidents of Humane Lite, 


—_—— 


F a Bs, CXLVIIL 


A Stag and a Lyon. 


Stag that was cloſe Purſu'd by Huntſmen, fled for Safety 
into a Lyons Den ; and as he was juſt Expiring under the 
Paw of the Lyon: Miſerable Creature that I am, ſays he, 
to Fly for Protection from Men,to the moſt Unmerciful of Beaſts ! 


The MO KR A L. 


There are Harder and Gentler Wayes, even of Ruine it ſelfe 5, as "tis Common 
we ſee for Men under a Capital Sentence to Petition even for the Change of 
the Death. 

REFLEXION. 


'T15 a Common Caſe for People to be Reduc'd ro This Miſerable Choice 3 
Thar is to ſay, by what Hand or Means they'll rather Periſh; under the 
Certainty of an Inevitable Deſtruftion One Way or other. The Ancients 
have Merglliz'd it This Way. But it ſeems to Me ( under favor) thar the 

,* Stag's 
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Stag's was a F orcd-Put; and a Chance rather then a Choice, he did nor fly 


from the Huntſmen to the Lyon for Protettion; bur it fo fell our, that 
while he fled to Avoid a Lels Danger, he ran into a Greaterz We find 
This to be the Caſe of many Men, as well as Beals, that ire Forc'd to Fly for 
Refuge, ro Murderers and Oppreſlors, inſtead of Patrons and ProteQors. 


ur ——_——_——_ 


F a ®. CALL 


A Goat and a Uine. 


Goat that was hard Preſs'd by the Huntſmen, took Sanctuary 

in aVineyard,and there he lay Clole,under the Covert of a Yine. 
So loon as he thought the Danger was Over, he fell preſently to 
Browzing upon the Leaves; and whether it was the Ruſling, or 
the Motion of the Boughs, that gave the Huntimen an Occaſion 
for a Stricter Search, is Uncertain : but a Search there was, and in 
the End Diſcover'd the Goat, and ſhot him. He dy'd in fine, 
with this Conviction upon him, that his Puniſhment was Juſt, 
for offering Violence to his Protector. 


The Mo KR A L. 


Ingratitude Perverts all the Meaſures of Religion and Soctety, by making, 
it Dangerous to be Charitable and Good Natur'd. 


REFLEXION, 


INGRATITUDE is Abhorr'd both by God and Man, and there is a 
Certain Vengeance Attends thoſe that Repay Evil tor Good, and ſeek the 
Ruine of their Protectors. This Fable Expoſes the Baſeneſs of That Hor- 
rid Vice, and it Preaches Thankfulneſs and Juſtice. The Obligations of 
Hoſpitality and Protcttion are fo Sacred, that Nothing can Abſolve us from 
the Diſcharge of Thoſe Duties, *Tis True, that This particular Inſtance 
holds better in the Morality of the Application, then it docs in the Reaſon 
of the Thing : for the Queſtion is not what the Beaſt does in his Kind ; 
bur what Ought to be done, with a reſpett to ſuch a Benefit receiv'd. If 
a man ſhould Launch into the Hiſtory and Prattice of Humane Nature, we 
ſhould find Nothing more Common there, then one Rebellion Started vu 
on the Pardoning of Another ; and the very Minions of Princes Linck'd in 
Conlpiracies againſt their Maſter. Burt Thoſe Things ever were, and ever 
will be, fo long as Men are Men, and m_ their Corruptions about them. 
There will be Goats, in fine, and there will be Yines, to anſwer This Mo- 
ral, in Secule Seculorum. 


— om 


Fas. CL. 
An Aſſe, a Lyon, and a Cock, 
S a Cock and an Aſſe were Feeding together, up comes a Lion 


Open-Mouth toward the Aſſe : The Cock prelently cryes out; 
| Away 
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o0n as ever they were = out of the Hearing uf the Cock, the 
Lyon turn'd ſhort upon him, and tore him to pieces, with Theſe 
Words in his Mouth : Let never any Creature hereafter chat has 
not the Courage of a Hare, Provoke a Lyon. 


The Mo R AL. 


The Force of Vnaccountable Averfions, is Inſuparable. The Fool that is 
Wiſe and Brave Only in his Own Conceit, runs cn without Fear or Ii, 
but Noiſe does no Bus neſs. 


REFLEXION. 


MANY a Bragging Coxcomb is Ruin'd by a Miſtake of Fear in an Ene- 
my, and a Fancy of Courage in Himſeitc, Baudoin Remarks upon the 
Lyons's Averſion to the Cock, that there's Nothing fo Great, bur it has its 
Failings, and ſo he makes the Purſuit of the Zyon to be a Particular Mark 
of the Aſſes Weakneſs, Meſlier will have the Fear to be Counterfeited, 
with a Deſign to Surprize the Purſuer 3 but This Fable ſeems ſtill to louk 
Anorher way. 

It may appear a very Extravagant, Surprizing Encounter, that eſop 
has Exhibited to us in This Fable. Here's a Lyon running away trom 
a Cock, and an Aſſe Purſuing a Lyon: That is to ſay, here are I'wo of 
che moſt Unlikely Things in Nature brought together, in the Semblance 
of Fear in the One, and of Reſolution in the Ocher : But the Moral is ne- 
ver the Worſe yet for the Seeming Diſproportions of the Figurez and the 
Charatters in the Fiftion, are well enough Suited ro the Truth, and Life 
of the Caſe, The Flight of the Lyon» muſt be Imputcd here to the Na- 
tural Averſion that he has to the Crowing of a Cock. This is the Tradi- 
tion 3 but it ſhall break No Squares whether it be ſo or not: For the Phi- 
loſophy holds good in Other Inſtances No leſs Wonderfull , whether 
it be Truc or Falſe in This. How many Inſuperable Difagreements do we 
Meer with, in the Bus'neſs of Meats, Drinks, and Medicines; in Plants, 
Minerals, and Living Creatures! Now Theſe Impulſcs are no more to be 
Controll'd, then the Primary, and the Unchangeable Powers and Laws 
of Nature: And Theſe InſtinQs, after All, are no moreto be Reaſon'd upon, 
then they arc to be Reſiſted 3 and therefore it is, that we call them Oc- 
cult Bualities ; which is All One with Saying that we do nor Underſtand 
how they Work, or What they Are. Now 'tis One Thing to Submit to 
an Abſolute Force, Another thing to Fly and Yield ro a Natural Infirmity : 
So thar *tis No Departure from the Dignity of a Lyos to Fly, when Na- 
cure Drives him: Neither is it at all to the 4ſſes Repuration, ro Purſue, 
when Vanity, Folly and Raſhneſs Tranſport him. 

The Aſſe, we ſec, lyes under Many Miſtakes here, and the More, and 
the Grolſler they are, the more Suitable ſtill ro his Charatter. How many 
ſuch Aſſes are there in the World, that Huffe, Look Big, Stare, Dreſs, 
Cock, Swagger, at the ſame Noiſe-Bluſtring Ratez and Nothing more Fa- 
miliar then tor a Whiffling Fop, that has not ſo much as One Grain of the 
Senſe, or Soul of a man of Honour in him, to play the part of a H#eroe. 
Nay 
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Nay there are Faxfarons in the Tryals of Witt too, as well as in Feates of 
Arms, and none fo forward to Engage in Argument, or Diſcourſe, as Thoſe 
that arc lcaſt able to go thorough with it. In One Word for All, the 
whole Race of Bawling, Flurtering Noddyes, by what Name or Title ſo- 
cyer Dignify'd or Diſtinguiſh'd, are a kin to the Aſs in This Fable. 


— —— 


Fas. CLL 
A Gardiner and his Dog, 


A Gardner's dropt into a Well, and his Maſter let himſelf 

down to Help him Out again. He reach'd forth his Hand to 
take hold of the Dog, and the Curr Snapt him by the Fingers : For 
he thought 'twas only to Duck him Deeper. The Maſter went his 
Way _ and cen Left him as he Found him. Nay ( ſays he ) 
I'm well enough Serv'd, to take fo much pains for the Saving of 
One that is Reſolv'd to make away Himlelf, 


The MO KR AL. X 


Obligations and Benefits are Caſt away ugon Two ſorts of People ; Thoſe 
that do not Underſtand them, and Thoſe that are uot ſenſible of them. 


REFLEXION. 


THERE's No Faſtening an Obligation upon Thoſe that have neither 
Tuſtice, Gratitude, nor Good Faith; and it is the ſame Caſe in Effe&t, with 
Thoſe that do not Underſtand when they are Well-Us'd : From whence 
we may Inferr This Doctrine, that Fools and Knaves, are Not Company 
for Honeſt Men. The Courſe and Violent Part of the Common People 
have much in them of This Currs Humour. They Plunge themſelves into 
Difficulties by — cheir Way, and then fly in the face of Thoſe 
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that would Ser them Righr again. In This Oppoſition to Duty and Diſcre- -- - 


tion, they Purſuc their Errors, 'till inrhe End, they are lctr to the Fate of their 
Own Madneſs and Folly 3 and Conſequently Periſh without Any Hope, 
'or Means of Pity or Redreſls, The Gard'ner would have fav'd his Dzg 
trom Drowning, and the Curr bit his Maſter by the fingers for his pains. 


Fas, CLIL 
A ©0W and a Dog. 


Here paſsd ſome Hard Words betwixt a Sow and a Dog, and 

the Sow ſwore by Yenus, that ſhe'd Tear his Guts our, if he 

did not Mend his Manners. Ay, ſays the Dog, You do well co 
call upon her for Your Patronels, that will not ſo much as Endure 
any Creature about her that Eates Swines Fleſh, Well ( ſays the 
Sow) and That's a Token of her Love, to Hate Any thing that 


hurts me ; but for Dogs Fleſh, 'tis good neither Dead, nor Living: | 
T The 


Aſops Þ A B C&S % 


The Mo KR A L. 


Where the Matter in Controverſy will not bear an Argument, tis a Turn 
of Art to bring it off with a Paradox. 


REFLEXION. 


'Ti5 an Ordinary Thing for People ro Boaſt of an Intereſt where they 
have None, and then when they are Derettcd,, 'ris a Stroake ot Art to Dy. 
vert the Reproach, by Emproving a Spitetulf Word, or Thing, to a bodies 
Own Advantage. This way of Dialogue, is a kind of Tick-Tack ; Where 
the One's Bus'neſs is ro keep from making a Blot, and the Other's is ro 
Hit it when 'tis made, It is a Happy Preſence of Mind, ro Anticipate A. 
nother man's Thought, by Conſidering Well beforehand what Conſtruttion, 
or AlluGon his Own Words will bear ; for Octhcrwilſe, the Caſting out an 
Inconſiderate Hint, is but the Setting of a Trap ro Catch Himſelf, As the 
Sow's —y to Venus here was as Good as an Anſwer thrown into 
the very Mouth of the Dog, which ſhe might Eaſily have foreſecn would 
be rurn'd back upon her in the Birterneſs of a Reproach : For the Repl 
lay ſo Open, the Other could nor Well Miſs it: But when All is done, 
Both Parts are to keep themſelves upon their Guard ; Or it cither of 'm 
has Overſhot himſelte, it is ſome fort of Reputation ſtill, co make the 
Beſt of a Bad Game : As the Sv turn'd off the Scandal here with a Jeſt. 


> — 


F a B, CLIIL. 
A SoW and a Bitch, 


Sow and a Bitch had a Diſpute once, which was the Fruitful- 

ler of the Two. The Sow Yieldedir at laſt co the Bitch ; bur 
you are to take Notice at the Same time ſays ſhe, that your Pup- 
pics are All Blind. 


The Mo KR A L. 


The Queſtion among all ſorts of Competitors is not Who does Moſt, but who 
does Beſt. 


REFLEXION, 


W E are not to put an Eſtimate upon Things by the Quantity, or the 
Number of them, but by their Quality and Virtue: Taking for Granted, 
that AZſops Bitch was Fruittuller then our Sows. Sec the Moral of A 
Lyoneſs and a Fox. Fab. 28}, / 


— 


Fas, CLIV. 
A Snake and a Crab, 
Here was a Familiariry Contracted betwixt a Snake and a 


Crab, The Crab was a Plain Dealing Creature that Advis'd 
al his 


_ _ ——”—_ ww —— — _—y 
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his Companion to give over Shuffling and Doubling, and to Pra- 
ice Good Faith. The'Snake went on in his Old Way : So thar 
the Crab hnding that he would not Mend his Manners, ſet upon 
him in his Sleep, and Strangled him ; and then looking upon him 
as he lay Dead at his Length : "This had never bctall'n ye ſays he, 
it You had but Liv'd as Straight as You Dy d. 


The MOR AL. 


There's Nothing more Agreeable in Converſation, th:n a Franke Open way 
of Deaimns, and a Smmplicity of Manners. 


REFLEXION 


Goop Counccl! is loſt upon aa Habitual Hacrdncſs of I! Nature : 
And in Thar Caſc it mult be a Diamond that Cutts a Diamond; for One 
Fraud is beſt Undermin'd and Difappoiared by Another. This Fable is a 
Figure upon a Figure, in Oppoſing the Straitnels ot the Body of the Snake 
after he was Dead, to the Crookednels of his Manners when he was Living. 
Bur the Licenſe of My:bology will bear our the Hardnels of the Alluſion, 


OO ————_—_ ———— 


F a Bs. CLV. 
A Shepherd and a Wolves Whelp, 
\ Shepherd rook a Sucking Whelp of a Wolfe, and Train'd ir 


up with his Dogs. This Whelp Fed with 'em; Grew u 
with 'em, and whenſoever they went out upon the Chace of a 
Wolfe, the Whelp would be ſure to make One. Ir fell! our ſome- 
times that the Wolfe ſcap'd, and the Dogs were forcd to go Home 
again : Bur This Domeſtique Wolfe would be ſtill Hunting on, *till 
he came up to his Brethren where he took part of the Prey with 
them; and fo back again to his Maſter. It happen'd now and 
then that the Wolves abroad were pretty Quiet for a Fit: So that 
This Whelp of a Wolfe was fain to make Bold ever and anon with 
a Sheep in Private by the By ; bur in the Concluſion, the Shepherd 


came to find out the Roguery, and Hang'd him up for his Pains, 


The MO KR AL. 


Falſe Men are no more to be Reclaim'd then Welves, and the Leven of the 
Predeceſſors Sowres the Bloud, in the ery Veins of the Whole Family. . 


REFLEXION. 


ILL Difpoſitions may be Suppreſs'd , gr Diilembled for a* whvle, 
bur Nature 15 very hardly to be Alrer'd, Sher by Councell, or by E- 
ducation, Ir may dv» well enough, for Carioſity, and Experiment, to 
Try how far If Natur'd Men and Other Creatures may be Wrought 
upon by Fair Ulaze, and Good Breedingz Bur the Inclination and Cruclty 

3" ' of 


Aſs FABLES. 


of the Damm will never out of the IVhelp. It may Sulpend peradventure, or 
Intermir, for want of Occaſion to ſhew it ſelte ; bur Narure is like Mercury, 
there's No Killing it Quite. The Wolfe in the /ouſe has a Kindneſs (till 
for the Wolves in the Woods, and continues in the Intereſt of the ſame Com. 
mon Enemy. Cat will to Kind, as they ſay, and Wicked Men will be True 
to their Principles, how Falſe focver to their Maſtcrs. 

We may read in the Moral of This Fable, the common PraCtice of the 
World, and a Doctrine that we find Every day Verify'd, as well in Men, as 
in Beaſts ; for there arc Wolf-Whelps in Palaces, and Gewernments, as well 
as in Cottages, and Forreſts. Do we not find in Hiſtory, and Experience, 
Inſtances in abundance, even of Publique Miniſters Themlelves, that thoagh 
tiken up out of the very Herds of the Common Encmy; Admirted into Jpc- 
cial Truſts; Fed by the Hand, and Treated with the Grace and Charatter 
of Particular Favourites, have their Hearts in the Woods yer all this while 
among their Fellows. So that there's No Reclayming of them. They go 
out however, as there is Occaſion, and Hunt and Growle for Company z 
but ar the ſame time, they give the Sign out of their Maſters hand, hold 
Intelligence with.the Enemy 3 and Make uſe of their Power and Credit to 
Worry Honeſter Men then Themſelves. Ic wants Nothing after This, bur 
that they may live to have their Duez and with the Dog here in the Fable, 
goto Heaven ina String, according to the Truc Intent of the Allegory. 


—  - 


Fas. CLVI. 
A Lyon, For, and a Wolfe, 


He King of Beaſts was now grown Old, and Sickly, and 

All his Subjects of the Forreſt, (ſaving only the Fox) were 

to pay their Duties to him. The Wolfe, and the Fox like a Couple 
of Sly Knaves, were ſtill putting Tricks One upon Another, and 
the Wolfe took This Occaſion to do the Fox a Good Office. { can 
Aſſure your Majeſty, ſays the Wolfe, that 'tis Nothing but Pride 
and Inſolence that keeps the Fox trom ſhewing himſelf at Court 
as well as his Companions. Now the Fox had the Good Luck to 
be within Hearing, and fo Prelented himſelf before the Lyon, and 
finding him Extremely Enrag'd, begs his Majeſties Patience, and 
a Little Time only for his Detence. Sir (ſays he) I muſt preſume 
ro Value my felt upon my Reſpe& and Loyalty ro your Majeſty, 
Equal ar leaſt to any of your other Subjects ; and I will be bold 
to ſay, that put them all together, they have not taken Half che 
pains for your Majeſties Service now upon This very Occaſion, 
that I have done. I have been Hunting up and down far and near, 
ſince your Unhappy Indiſpolition, to find our a Remedy for ye, 
which with much ado I have now Compals'd at laſt, and it is char 
which I Promiſe my felt will Prove an Infallible Cure. Tell me 
immediately (lays the Lyon) what it is then : Nothing inche World 
(ays the Fox, bur to Flay a Wolfe Alive, and Wrap your Body up in 


the 
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the Warm Skin. The Wolfe was By all This while; and the Fox 
ina Snearing Way advisd him for the Future, not to Irritate a Prince 
againſt his Subjects, but rather to Sweeten him with Peaceable, and 
Healing Councells. 


The MoKR AL, 


The Bus'n:ſs of a Pickthank is the Baſeſt of Offices, but yet Diverting 
enourh ſometimes, when One Raſcal happens to be Encounter d with 
Another. 

REFLEXION. 


THERE's Nothing more Common in the World then Theſe Wolviſh 
Rack-Friends, in all our Pretenſions; whether it be in Law, in Govern- 
ment, or in a Hundred other forts of Clayme and Competition 3 Eſpecially 
for the running down of a Man that's Declining in his Credit alrcady, 
Calumny is Baſe at beſt; though Pleaſant enough ſometjmes, where it a 
falls out, that One Raſcal is Countermining Another. Bur ler the Re- | 
prozch be never ſo True, it can hardly be Honeſt, Where the Office is / 
done in Hugger-Mugger; and Where the Intention is not Guided by a 
Conſcience of the Duty. It is a way to Confound the Good and the 
Bad, where Knaves have Credit enough to be Beliey'd, ro the Wrong of 
Honeſt Men, and the Innocent lefr without Means of Defence. 

Hee that would live Cleare of the Envy and Hatred, of Potent Calum- 
nixors, muſt lay his Finger upon his Mouth, and keep his Hand bur of 
the Ink-Pot; for to do a Good Office upon the Point of Opinion, Intel- 
ligence, Brains, or Conſcience, where This Wolviſh Humour prevayles, is 
licrle better then a Scandala Magnatum, or a Libel upon his Superiors : 
Burt where it happens, thar. there's a Fox and a Wolfe in the Caſe ; and One 
Sharper to Encounter Another, the Scene is Diverting enough. 


EEE —— 


FaBp, CLVIL | 
A Wife and a D2unken Husband, 


Woman thar lay under the Mortification of a Fuddling Fiuſ- 

band, took him once when he was Dead Drunk ; and had 
his Body layd in a Charnel-Houſe, By the time that ſhe thought 
he might be come to Himſelf again, away goes ſhe, and Knocks 
at the Door. Who's There (lays the Toper) One, ſays the Wo- 
man, that brings Meat for the Dead. Friend, ſays he, Bring Me 
Drink rather, I wonder any body that Knows me, ſhould brin 
me One without *Tother. Nay then, ſays ſhe, the Humour 5 
pm has taken Poſleflion of him ; He has gotten a Habir, and 
us Caſe is Delperate, 


The MO RA TL, , 
tf 
Inveterate Ill Habits become Another Nature to us, and we may almoſt 
as well be Taken to Pieces, and New put together again, as Mended, 


REFLE: 
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REFLEAION, 


Ty E Intent of This Fable is ro Work a Reformation of Minncrs, b 
\hewno tlhar EVI H ibirs arc very hard to be Cur'd : tor THY LaKC R oor 
by Dcerces, 'till they come in the End to be patt both Remedy and Shame, 
Habitual Dcbauches make Exccls of Drink as Necctlary to a Man as 
Common Air, Eſpecially when his Mind comes to be Wholly taken up 
with the Contemplarion vt his Vice. There arc I hoſc that can never Slcep 
without rhcir Load, nor Enjoy Onc Eafic Thought, *till they have laid All 
their Cares to Reſt with a Bottle. *'Tis much the {ame Thing with Other 
Senſual Plcatures, where Mens Bodics and Minds arc given up to the Ene 
rertainment of them, Bur che Extravagance 1s never fo Dctpcrate, as when 
the Underſtanding is Taken up with the Study and Micditation of Thoſe 
Plealurcs, which the Body is no longer in Condition to Practice, and that's 
the molt Deplorate, Hopelcſs, and Incurable State of an Eyil Diſpolition ; 
when Drink upon Drink is made uſe of tor a Remedy. 


My ct _ ———— - _— - _ 
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F a B, CLVII. 
A Swan and a Goole, 


HE Maſter of a Houſe brought up a Swan and a Gooſe both 

rogether ; The One for his Eare, the Orher for his Belly. 

He gave Orders for the Gboſe to be Taken up, and Drels'd for Din- 

ner. But the Place was ſo Dark, that the Cook took One for 

T other. This Miſtake had Coſt the Swan her Life, it ſhe had 

not Sung in Thar very Inſtant, and Diſcover'd her ſelf; by which 
Means ſhe both ſav'd her Lite, and Expreſs'd her Nature. 


The MOR AL, 


A Man cannot be too Careful of what be does, where the Life of any Crea- 


tureis in Queſtion. 
REFLEXION. 


THERE's a Providence Attends Innoccncy and Virtue, the Power of 
Muſique apart, *Tis a Rulc that goes a Great Way in the Government 
of a Sobcr Man's Life, not to pur any thing to Hazard that may be Sc- 
cur'd by Induſtry, Conſideration, or Circumſpe&tion. And this Caution 
reaches to a Thouſand Caſes in the Ordinary Courſe of Lite. Men ſhould 
Look before they Leap ; Delibcrate belore they Reſolve ; Try, Weigh, Ex- 
amine, and Bcthink themſclves well of the Matter before they Execute, 
We fall into ſome Inconveniencics out of Pure Lazyneſs, and for want 
of raking pains to Enform our ſelves Better: Into Ochers, out of Raſhnelſs; 
by doing Things in a Hurry, and Hand over Head at a Venture. Now 
there's no Excule for a Blunder upon any of theſe Topiques where there 
was both Time and Means to prevent it. What arc we the better for the 
Faculty of Reaſon, without the Exerciſe of ir. It the Cook would but 
have been at the Trouble of Carrying a Candle with him, he would have 
been 1n No Danger of taking a Swan tor a Gooſe. ___ 

a A s 
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F a GAIL 
The Waſhing of a Blackmore. 


Man gave Mony for a Black, upon an Opinion that his Swar- 

thy Colour was rather Flattery then Nature; and the Fault of 

his laſt Maſter, in a Great Mealure, that he kept him no Cleaner : He 
rook him Home with him, and try'd All manner of Waſhes to bring 
him to a Better Complexion : Bur there was no Good to be Done 


upon him ; beſide, that the very Tampering Caſt him into a Diſeaſe 


JR — — 


Fak CEX 


Raven had a Great Mind tobe as White as 3 Swan, and fancy'd 

to Himlſelt that the Swan's Beauty proceeded in a High De- 

gree, from his often Waſhing and Dyet. The Raven upon This Quit- 
ted his Former Courſe of Life and Food, and betook himſelf to the 
Lakes and the Rivers : But as the Water did him no Good at all for 
his Complexion,ſo the Experiment Coſt him his Life roo for want of 


Suſtenance. . 
The MORAL of the Two FABLES. above. 


Natural Inclinations may be Moulded and Wrought upon by Good Counceli 
and Diſcipline 3, but there are Certain ſpecifick Properties and Impreſſions, 
that are never to be Alter d or Defac'd. 


| REFLEXION. 


'Tis a Vain Thing to Atrempr the Forcing of Nature; for What's Bred 
in the Bone will never out of the Fleſh: And there can be no Thought of Al. 
tering the Qualicics, the Colour, or the Condition of Lite, that Providence 
has Allotted us. 

Tis Labour in Vain, to all manner of Purpolcs, to Endeavour the Mend- 
ing of any of the Works of Nature; for ſhe never did Any thing Amis. 
And then 'tis as Great a Madneſs to Attempt any Alteration upon them, 
becauſe What Nature does, God does; whoſe Decrees are Unchangeable, 
and All his Works are Perfcttion in the Kind 3 bur next ro the Force of Na- 
tural Impreſſions, we may reckon That of Cuſtoms and Habits. 


(* CY 


Fas. CLXL. 
A Sallow and a Crow, 


Pon a Diſpute berwixt a Swallow and a Crow, which was the 
Greater Beauty of the Two :  Yours,ſays the Crow ts only a 


Spring-Beaury, but mine laſts all the Year round, _ 
e 
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REFLEXION. 


THE Intent of This Fable is ro Work a Reformation of Manners, by 
ſhewino thar Evil Habits arc very hard to be Cur'd ; tor they take Roor 
by Dcvrces, 'till they come in the End to be patt both Remedy and Shame. 
Habitual Dcbauches make Exccls of Drink as Necctlary to a Man as 
Common Air, Elpectally when his Mind comes to be Wholly taken up 
with the Contemplation »t his Vice. There are I holc that can never Slcep 
without rheir Load, nor Enjoy One Ealic I hought, *til] they have laid All 
their Cares to Aeſt with a Bottle. *'Tis much the ſame Thing with Other 
Senſual Plcatures, where Mens Bodics and Minds arc given up to the En» 
rcrtainment of them, Bur the Extravagance 1s never fo Detpcrate, as when 
the Underſtanding is Taken up with the Study and Nicditation of Thoſe 
Plealurcs, which the Body is no longer in Condition to Pratice, and that's 
the molt Deplorate, Hopeleſs, and IncurableScate of an Eyil Diſpofition ; 
when Drink upon Drink is made uſe of tor a Remedy. 
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F a B, CLVIIL. 


A SWan and a Goole, 


HE Maſter of a Houſe brought up a Swan and a Gooſe both 

rogether ; The One for his Eare, the Other for his Belly. 

He gave Orders for the Gooſe to be Taken up, and Drels'd for Din- 

ner. But the Place was ſo Dark, that the Cook took One for 

T other. This Miſtake had Coſt the Swan her Life, if ſhe had 

not Sung in That very Inſtant, and Difcover'd her ſelf ; by which 
Means ſhe both ſay'd her Lite, and Exprels'd her Nature, 


The MORA L 


A Man cannot be too Careful of what he does, where the Life of any Crea- 
ture is in Queſtion. 
EE ESTFLAEXAJON. 


THERE's a Providence Attends Innoccncy and Virtuc, the Power of 
Muſique apart, *Tis a Rule that goes a Great Way in the Government 
of a Sobcr Man's Life, not to put any thing to Hazard that may be $Sc- 
cur'd by Induſtry, Conſideration, or Circumſpe&tion. And this Caution 
reachcs to a Thouſand Caſcs in the Ordinary Courle of Lite. Men ſhould 
Look before they Leap ; Deliberate belore they Reſolve ; Try, Weigh, Ex- 
amine, and Bcthink themſelves well of the Matter betore they Execute. 
We fall into ſome Inconveniencics out of Pure Lazyneſs, and for want 
of raking pains to Enform our ſelves Better: Into Others, out of Raſhnels; 
by doing Things in a Hurry, and Hand over Head at a Venture. Now 
there's no Excule for a Blunder upon any of theſe Topiques where there 
was both Time and Means to prevent it. What arc we the better for the 
Faculty of Reaſon, without the Exerciſe of it. If the Cook would but 
have been at the Trouble of Carrying a Candle with him, he would have 


been 11 No Danger of taking a Swan tor a Gooſe. 
FAB 
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F a GAIE 
The Waſhing of a Blackmore, 


Man gave Mony for a Black, upon an Opinion that his Swar- 

thy Colour was rather Flattery then Nature; and the Fault of 

his laſt Maſter, in a Great Mealure, that he kept him no Cleaner : He 
rook him Home with him, and try'd All manner of Waſhes to bring 
him to a Better Complexion : But there was no Good to be Done 


upon him ; beſide, that the very Tampering Caſt him into a Diſeaſe 


—_ — — _ 


Fam OLE 


Raven had a Great Mind tobe as White as a Swan, and fancy'd 

to Himlſelt that the Swan's Beauty proceeded in a High De- 

gree, from his often Waſhing and Dyet. The Raven upon This Quit- 
ted his Former Courſe of Life and Food, and betook himſelf to the 
Lakes and the Rivers : Bur as the Water did him no Good at. all tor 
his Complexion,ſo the Experiment Coſt him his Life too for want of 


Suſtenance. . 
The MORAL of the Two FABLES. above. 


Natural Inclinations may be Moulded and Wrought upon by Good Councell 
and Diſcipline 3 but there are Certain ſperifick Properties and Impreſſions, 
that are never to be Alter d or Defac'd. 


REFLEXION. 


'Tis a Vain Thing to Attempt the Forcing of Nature; for What's Bred 
in the Bone will never out of the Fleſh: And there can be no Thought of Al. 
tering the Qualitics, the Colour, or the Condition of Lite, that Providence 
has Allotted us. 

Tis Laboxr in Vain, to all manner of Purpolcs, ro Endeavour the Mend- 
ing of any of the Works of Nature; for ſhe never did Any thing Amiſs. 
And then 'tis as Great a Madneſs to Atrempr any Alteration upon them, 
becauſe What Nature does, God does; whoſe Decrees are Unchangeable, 
and All his Works are PericCtion in the Kind 3 bur next ro the Force of Na- 
tural Impreſſions, we may reckon Thatof Cuſtoms and Habits. 
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Fas. CLXL 
A Sallow and a Crow, 
Pon a Diſpute berwixt a Swallow and a Crow, which was the 


Greater Beauty of the Two: Yours,lays the Crow is only a 


Spring-Beaurty, but mine laſts all the Year round. _ 
e 
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The Mo RAT, 
Of Two Things Equally Good, that's the Beſt that laſts longeſt. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Greateſt of Temporal Bleſſings, are Health, and Long Life 3 and 
the moſt Durable of Good Things muſt Conſequently be the Beſt. The 
Queſtion here betwixt the Crow and the Swallow, has ſomewhat in it of the 
Caſe berwixt Virtue and Senſual Pleafures, as (for the purpoſe) of Youth, 
Wine, Women, and All other Entertainments wharſocver, that may ſerve to 
Gratify a Carnal Appetite. Here's Temporary Oppos'd to Erernal ; Joys 
chat ſhall Endure for Ever, Freſh, and in Vigour; to Satistaftions thar are 
atrended with Saticty and Surfeirs, and Flatten in the very Taſting, 


Fas. CLXIL 


A Nightingale and a Bat, 


S a Nightingale was Singing in a Cage at a Window, up comes 

a Bat to her, and Asks her why ſhe did not ſing in the Day,as 

well as in the Night. Why (lays x & Nightingale ) I was Carch'd 
Singing in the Day, and ſo Itook it for a Warning : You ſhould have: 
thought of This then ſays "Tpther, before you were Taken ; for as 
the Caſe ſtands now, Y'are in no Danger to be Snapt Singing again. 


| —— 


The Mo KR AL. 
A Wrong Reaſon for the Doing of a Thing is worſe thea No Reaſon at all, 
REFLEXION, 


THERE's No Recalling of what's Gone and Paſt; fo that Afrer-Wit 
comes too Late when the Miſchiet is Done. Thar is to ſay, it comes too 
lare for That Bout. Bur itis not Amiſs however, for a Man that has gone 
aſtray, to call to mind where he went out of his Way, and to look back 
Step by Step into All his Miſcarriages and Miſtakes. The Glaſs of Lite is 
Behind us, and we muſt look into what's Paſt, if we would take a View of 
what's ro Come. A Fault Committed, or a Misfortune Incurr'd, cannot 
be Recall'd 'tis Truc; but yet the Mcdiriting upon One Falſe Step may 
help to Prevent Another. Wherefore 'tis Good, upon the Point of Common 
Prudence, to be Thoughttul, provided we be not more Sollicitous then the 
Thing is worth, and that we make a Right Uſe of Thoſe Reflexions 3 that 
is to ſay, an Uſe of Repentance, where we did Morally Amiſs ; an Uſe of 
Rettityingour Judgments, where wedid Foolifhly ; and an Uſe of Caution in 
Both Caſes, never to do the fame Thing over again. This is no more then 
what in Conſcience, Equity, and Reaſon weare Bound todo. But we muſt 
have a care all this wile, not to run iato Falle Confequences for want of lay- 
ing Things and Things together ; and to Sham Fallacyes upon the World 
for Current Realon, as the Nightingale was taken Singing in the Day when 
the was ar Liferry, And whar's This to her Reſolution of Singing only in 
the Niz/!, now (he's in the Cage. FAB. 
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FaB. CL XIII. 
A Boy and Cockles, 


Ome People were Roaſting of Cockles, and they Hiſg'd ir: 
0 the Fire, Well (lays a block-headed Boy) Theſe are Vil- 
lanous Creatures lure, to Sing when their Houles are a-fire over 
their Heads. 


The M ORAL. 
Alothing can be Well that's out of Seaſon. 
REFLEXION. 


THERE's a Time for Jeſt,and a Time for Earneſt,and it is a Dangerous 
Miſtake,nor to Diſtinguiſh the One from the Orher. The Fool's Conceit 
here had both Clownery, and ill Nature in't, for there's Nothing more 
Brutal, or Barbarous, then the Humour of Infulting over the Milerable ; 
Nothing more Contrary to Humanity, and Common Senfe,then this Scan- 
dalous Way of Grinning and Jeering out of Seaſon. Bur a Childiſh Con- 
ccit does well enough out of the Mouth of a Fooliſh Boy ; for it is bur 
Congruous, that Silly People ſhould be pleas'd with, Silly Words, and 
Things. 


—— 


F AB. CLXIV. 
Two Travellers and a Bag of Money. 


S Two Travellers were upon the Way together, One of 
'em Stoops, and Takes up Something. Look ye here 
(lays he) I have found a Bag of Maney : No ſays T'other, When 
Two Friends are together, You muſt nor ſay | [ | have found it, 
bur [WWE | have found it, The Werd was no fooner Out, bur 
immediately comes a Hue and Cry after a Gang of Thieves that 
had taken a Purſe upon the Road. Lord ! Brother (lays He thar 
had the Bag) We ſhall be Utterly Undone.Oh Phy,lays T'other, 
You muſt not lay [ WE | ſhall be undone,bur | 1 ] ſhall be undone ; for 
if I'm to have no Part in the Finding, you mult not think I'll 
go Halves in the Hanging. 


The MORAL. 


They that will Enter into Leagues and Partnerſhips, muſt take the Good and 
the Bad One with Another. 


(8) R E- 
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SET LEALU N 


THE Doftrine of This Fable is according to Reaſon, and Nature, 
People that are not Allow d to be Sharcrs with their Companions in 
Good Fortune, will hardly ever agree to be Sharcers in Bad. An Open, 
and an Honeſt Candor of Mind carries a Body Safe and Dry through all 
Ways and Weathers; Whereas in ſhiſting and ſhutiling, a Man puts him- 
{elf off his Guard ; and the ſame Rule that fcrves him at One time, will 
not ſerve him at Another, Men are willing enough to have Partners in 
[Lofs, but nor in Profit ; and 'tis not the Traveller alone that crics [ 7] have 
found a Purſe of Gold, and then Changes his Nore upon the Z{ue and Cry, 
and ſays [VE] ſhall be Fang'd for't ; but tis the Courle of All Pcople of 
[ntrizue, to give Every thing two Faces, and to Deal with the World, as 
the Spark did with the Oracle. The Bird ſhall be dead or living, which 
himſclf Pleaſcs. 

To Emprove the Moral yet a little farther, we have a Thouſand DiCſ. 
appointments in the Ordinary Courle of Lifc ro Anſwer "Thus in the Fable. 
Many a Man finds this Purle of Gold in a Miſtreſs, in a Bottle, in an 
Office, and in All other the vain Satisfaftions of This World: And whar's 
the End on't at laſt, but when he has Compaſs d his Longing, Gratify'd 
his Appetite, or, as he fancies, made his Fortune perhaps: He grows 
preſently Sick of his Purchaſe ; His Conſcience is the ſue and Cry That 
purſues him, and when he reckons upon it that he has gotten a Booty, he 
has only caught a Zartar. The Bag of Money burnt the Poor Fellow's 
Fingers in the very Taking of it up. 


—__—— 
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Fak CLXV. 


Two Neighbour-Frogs. 


Here were 7 wo Neighbour-Frogs ; One of them Liv'd in 2 
Pond, and the Other in the High-way hard-by, The 
Pond-Frog finding the Water begin to fail upon the Road, would 
fain have gotten T other Frog over to her in the Pool ; where ſhe 
might have been Safe ; but ſhe was wonted to the Place, ſhe 
ſaid, and would not Remove. And what was the End on't 
now, but the Wheel of a Cart drove over her a while after, 
and Cruſh'd her to pieces * 


The MORAL. 


Some People are ſo Liſtleſs and Slothful, that theyl rather lie ſtill and Die 
in a Ditch, then ſtir one Finger to Help themſelves out on't. 


REFLEXION. 


CUSTOM is Another Nature ; and what bertwixt Obſtinacy, and Sloth, 
let it be never fo 1ll, and inconyenicnt, People are very Hard yer to Quit it. 
C 
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He that does Nothing at all, docs Worſe then He, that upon the Account 
of Humane Frailty, docs Amiſs ; for Nothing can be more contrary to God 
Himſelf, who is a Pure Act, then the Sleeping and Drowlſing away of our 
Life and Reaſon, that was given us for ſo many Better Purpoſes. The 
Froz in the High-way here, is the Lively Figure of fuch a Man ; for 4 Life 
of Sloth is the Life of a Log,rather then the Life of a Realonable Creature. 
'Tis as much as a Body can well do, cycn with the Uttermoſt of his Pru- 
dence and Induſtry, to Rub through the Difficulties of the World, though 
he ſhould keep himſelf perperually a Doing. There 15 not perchance a 
more In{upportable Milery in Nature, then it would be, to pur the Body 
into a Frame, that ſhould keep it always in the fame Poſture, Whar can 
be ſaid Worſe of Slothfulnels now, when the very Vice 1s Equal to the moſt 
Exquiſite of Torments ? It is odious ro God and Man, Uſcleſs to the 
World, Irkſome to ir Self, Miſerable in All Eſtates, and utterly Incayable, 
cither of Taſting or Enjoying any thing of Comfort. The Frog was 
us'd to the Place, ſhe {aid, and rather then Stir ro help her elf, there ſhe 
lay till her Guts were paſh'd out. 


Fan CLEAYE 
A Bee-maſſer. 


Here came a Thief into a Bee-Garden in the Abſence of 

the Maſter, and Robb'd the Hives. The Owner Diſco» 
ver'd it upon his Return, and ſtood Pauſing a while to Be-think 
himſelf, how This ſhould come to paſs. The Bees, in This In 
terim, came Laden home out of the Fields from Feeding, and 
Miſſing their Combs, they fell Powdering in Swarms upon 
their Maſter. Well (ſays he) you are a Company of Senceleſs 
and Ungratetul Wretches, to let a Stranger go away Quietly that 
has Rifled ye, and to bend All your Spite againſt your Maſter, 
that is at this Inſtant Beating his Brains how he may Repair and 
Preſerve ye. 


The MORAL 


'Tis the Courſe of the World for People to take their Friends for their Foes, 
and to Uſe them accordingly. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Miſtake of a Friend for an Enemy, or of an Enemy fora Friend, 
is one of the moſt Pernicious Errors of a Raſh Man's Life ; for there's 
Judgment, good Nature, Generofity, Juſtice, common Prudence, and All 
ar Stake. Nothing can be more Dilobliging roa Friend on the One hand, 
or more Ruinous to my ſelf on the Orher. Charity however bids me Hope 
and Think the Beſt, provided at the Same Time, that I Secure the main 
Chance. Now this Caution holds as well in Politiques, as in Morals; 
U z 
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and in Publique Caſcs. as well as in Private ; for there 15 Nothing more 
Frequent, then for Pcople to take their Oppreſlors for their Protectors, an 
their Protectors for Oppreſſors : As the Bees here Spar'd the Thief and 
fell foul upon their Keeper. This is the very Humour of the Mobile when 
they Miſtake their Man. 


FAB. CLXVII. 
A Kingsfiſher. 


HE Kmgsfiſher is a Solitary Bird, that Wonts commonly 

by the Water-ſide, and Neſtles in Hollow Banks to be out 

of reach of the Fowlers. One of Thele Birds happend to be 
forraging abroad for her Young Ones, and inThis Interim, comes 
a Raging Torrent, that waſhes away Neſt, Birds and all. Up. 
on her Return, finding how 'twas with her, ſhe brake out into 
This Exclamation : Unhappy Creature that I am ! to fly from 
the bare Apprehenſion of One Enemy, into the Mouth of Ano- 


ther. 
The MORAL. 


'Tis many a wiſe Man's Hap, while he iS providing againſt One Damzer to 
fall into Another : And for his wery Providence to turn to his De- 
ſtruttion. 0 


REFLEXION. 


MANY People apprehend Danger Where there's None, and fancy them- 
ſelves to be Our of Danger where there's moſt of All. As the Fellow gave 
God Thanks at Sea when the Ship Struck upon a Sand, for bringing 
him into Shallow Water again, where he could feel the Bottom. This 15 to 
Mind us, Thar there is No State of Life fo Secure, as not to lic Open to a 
Thouſand Difficulties and Dangers; and that it is not Poſſible for the Wir 
of Man to Provide againſt All Contingencies. There's No Fence againſt 
Inundations, Earth-quakes, Hurricanes, Peſtilential Vapours and the like; 
and therefore it is Our Part, and Duty, to Hope, and Endeavor rhe Bcſt, 
and at the Same Time to provide for the Worſt that can Befall Us. That 
which cannot be Helpt, muſt be Born. 


FaB CLXVIIL. 


Filbing in Troubled waters. 


Fiſher-man had Order'd his Net, for a Draught, and ſtill 


as he was Gathering it up,he Daſh'd the Water, to Fright 
the Fiſh into the Bag. Some of the Neighbourhood that look'd 


on, 
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on, told him he did ill ro muddle the Water ſo, and Spoil their 


Drink. Well (lays he) But I muſt eicher Spoil your Drink, or 
have Nothing to Ear my felt. 


The MORAL. 


There's no Engaging the Mobile in a Sedition till their Heads are ſo 
muddled firſt withFrights and Viſtons, That the) can neither See, Hear, 
nor Underſtand. 


REFLEATSTON 


THIS Allegory is frequently Applicd tothoſe that make Advantage to 
Themſelves by Embroyling the Publique ; and ſet their Country Afire for 
the Roaſting of their Own Fggs. Tis the Only Trade that many People 
have to Live by, and the moſt Profitable Trade too, when the Occation 
lics Fair for their Purpole. Tis with the Common People in this Cale, juſt 
as 'tis with Fiſhes : Trouble the Waters, fo that they cannot ſee their Way 
before them, and you Have 'em Sure in the Bag before they know where 
they are. 


Fall CLI 
An Ape and a Dolphin. 


Eople were us'd in the Days of Old, to carry Gameſome 
Puppies and Apes with 'em to Sea, to pals away the Time 
withall. Now there was One of theſe Apes, it ſeems, aboard 
a Veſlel that was caſt away in a very great Storm. As the 
Men were Paddling for their Lives, and the Ape for Company, 
, m a Certain Dolpbin that took him for a Man, got him upon his 
LE. Back, and was making towards Land with him. He had him 
| into a Safe Road call'd the Pyreus, and took occaſion to Ask the 
| Ape, whether he was an Athenian or not? He told him Yes, 
| and of a very Ancient Family there. Why then (ſays the Dol- 
phin) You know Pyreus : Oh ! exceedingly well, ſays Tother. 
(taking it for the Name of a Man) Why Pyreus is my very Par- 
ticular Good Friend. The Dolphin, upon This, had ſuch an 1n- 
dignation for the Impudence of the Buffoon- Ape, that he gave 
him the Slip from between his Legs, and there was an End 
of my very Good Friend, the Athenian. | 


The MORAL. 


Bragging, Lying, and Pretending, has Coft mayy a Man his Life and 
Fitate. 


R E- 
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ESFLEAILI ON. 


[HIS is the Humour of a great many 7rave/l/mg, Men, as well as 7r.- 
velling pes : Men that will be Talking of Places that they never Saw, anc 
of Perſons that they never Heard of, Their Whole Conycriation 15 made 
up of Councels and Intrigues, Realons of State, Embaſlics, and Negortia- 
tions, that they never were $kilfd in ar all. Neither Men, Books, nor 
Sciences come Amils to 'em : And after All This Extravaganr Busfſle, a Ga) 
Coat and a Grimacc is the Upſhot of what they can Pretend ro. Thelc 
Fhantomes however arc Somctimes taken for Mcn, and born up by the Well- 
meaning Ignorant Common People, as the Ape was here by the Dolphin; 
nll in the Concluſion, their Sillynets lays them Open, Their Supporters 
give them the Slip, and down they Drop, and Vanith. How many of 
Theſe Empty Chattering Fops have we daily put upon us, for Mcn of Senſe 
and Bus'nefs; that with Ba/zack's Prime Miniſter, thall Spend ye Eight and 
Forty Hours together Poring over a Map, to look for Ariſtocracy and De- 
mocracy, in{tcad of Croatia and Dalmatia, and take the Name of a Coun- 
try for a Form of Government; Without any morc ado, we have Apes 
in Hiſtory, as well as in Fiction, and not a Ruth matter whether they go 
on Four Legs, or on I wo. 


FAR CELEXX. 


Mercury and a Statnary. 


Ercury had a Great Mind once to Learn what Credit he 
had in the World, and he knew no Better VVay, then 
ro Put on the Shape of a Man, -and take Occaſion to Diſcourſe 
the Matter, as by the By, with a Statuary : So away he went to 
the Houſe of a Great Maſter, where, among Other Curious Fi- 
gures, he ſaw ſeveral Excellent Pieces of the Gods. The firſt 
he Cheapen'd was a. Jupiter, which would have come art a very 
Eaſy Rate. Well (ſays Mercury) and what's the Price of that 
Juno There ? The Carver ſet That a Little Higher, The next Fi- 
gure was a Mercury, with his Rod and his Wings, and All the 
Enſigns of his Commiſſion. Why, This'is as it ſhould be, ſays 
he, to Himſelf : For here am | in the Quality of Jupiter's Meſ- 
ſenger, and the Patron of Artizans,with all my Trade about me : 
And now will This Fellow ask me Fifteen Times as much for 
This as he did tor T'other: And fo he put it to him, what he Va- 
Ju'd that Piece at : V Vhy truly, fays the Statuary, you ſeem to be 
a Civil Gentleman, give me but my Price for the Other T'wo, 
and you ſhall &en have Thar into the Bargain. 


—  ———— 
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The MORAL 


This is to put the Vanity of Thoſe Ben out of Countenance, that by Sett ing 
tooHizh a Value upon Themſelves, appear by ſo much the more Deſpicable 
to Others. 


REFLEXION. 


TIS anOld Saying, That Liſtners never hear Well of Themſelves : and 
Mercury's Curioſity Sped accordingly in This Fable. All Vain Men that A£ 
fect Popularity,arc apt to Fancy, that Other People have the fame Opinion 
of Them, that they have of Themſelves; but Nothing goes Nearer the Hearc 
of 'em, then to Mect wirh Contempt, inſtead of Applauſe, Eſteem, ant 
Reputation. They Mutter up All their Commiſſions and Charters ; as 
Mercury Values himſelf hcre, upon the Relation he had to Fupiter ; Whoſe 
Pimp he is, and What's his Bus'nels. He gives to Underſtand alſo what a 
Friend the Artis had at Court, and All roo Little, to Gain him the Re- 
{pcct, but ſo much as of a Common Meſlcnger. 
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Fas CLYXXI. 
Mercury and Tireſias. 


Ercury had a Great Mind to try if Tireſias was ſo Famous 

a Diviner as the World took him for, or not. So he went 
and Stole Tireſias's Oxen ; and Order'd the Matter, to be in the 
Company with Tireſias, as upon Bugneſs by the By, when 
the News ſhould be brought him of the Loſs of his Oxen. 
Mercury went to Tireſias in the Shape of a Man, and the Tidings 
came as Mercury had Contriv'd it : Upon This, he took Mercury 
up toa High Tower, Hard by, and bad him look Well about 
him, and tell him what Birds he ſaw. Why, ſays Mercury, 1 
ſee an Eazle upon Wing there, that takes her Courſe from the 
Ripht-hand to the Lefr. That Fagle (lays Tweſias) is nothing 
to Our Purpoſe z wherefore Pray look again once. Mercury ſtood 
Gazing a while, and then told Tiweſias of a Crow he had Dil- 
cover'd upon a Trce, that was One while looking up into the 
Air, and Another while Down towards the Ground : That's 
enough ; (ſays Tireſias) for This Motion of the Crow, is as much 
as to ſay, 1 do Appeal to Heaven, and to Earth, thatthe Man 
that is Now with Tiref145, can help him to his Oxen again if He 
Pleaſes. 


The MOR AL. 


This Fable is of a General Application to All Bold and Crafty Thieves and 
Impoſtors. It ſerves alſo to ſet forth the Vanity of Vi izzards, Fortune- 
[ellers, and the like. 


REEELEXIUO N. 


KNAVES Set up theſe Jugglers, and Fools Maintain them. There muſd 
be Forms however, Characters, and Hard Words, Crabbed Looks, and 
Canting Calculations, for the Colour of the Pretence; but People ſhould 
have a Care yet, not to take a Confederacy for a Science. 


Fas CLXXIL. 
A Yound and a Maſtiffe. 


Here was a Man had Two Dogs ; One for the Chace, T»0- 

ther tolook to the Houſe 3 and whatever the Hound rook 
Abroad, the Houſe-Dog had his Part on't at Home, Teother 
Grumbled at it, that when He took All the Pains, the Maſtiffe 
ſhould Reap the Fruit of his Labours. Well, ſays the Kdouſe-Dog, 
That's None of my Fault, but my Maſters, that has not Train'd 
me up to Work for my ſelf, bur to Eat what others have Pro- 
vided for me. 


The MORAL. 


Fathers and Maſters have a Great deal to Anſwer for, if their Children aud 
Servants do not Do as they Should do. 


REFLEXION. 


MORE People are loſt for want of a Good Education and Inftitution,then 
for want of Honeſt and Honourable Inclinations ; and Theſe are Milcariages 
thar Parents and Tutors are in a Great Mcaſure to Anfwer for. We are here 
given to Underſtand, that there are Offices of Truſt alſo,as well as Offices 
of Labour, and the One as Neceſlary to the Common Good as the Other. 
The Maſtiffe Maintains the Zownd, as well as the ound the Maſtiffe ; and 
if the One did not keep the Houic from being Robb'd, the Other would 
have Nothing to Ear in't at all. So that This Fable, upon the Whole Mat- 
ter, will ſerve fora Political Reading to Princes and Governors, as well as 
ro Maſters of Private Families, upon the Reciprocal Ule, Benefit, and Ne- 
celliry of Induſtry and Protection berwixt Rulers and Subjects, for the 
Prelervation of a Common-wealth : The One Supplies us with what we Want, 
and rhe Other Supports Us in the Defence of what we Get, and neither 
would Signific any thing ro us withour the Other. 


FAB. 
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Fas CLXXIIL 
An Unhappy Watch, 


Here was a Man, a Long time ago, that had got a Shrew to 
his Wife, and there could be No Quiet in the Houſe for 
her. The Husband was Willing however to make the Beſt of 
2 Bad Game, and fo for Experiment Sake, he lent her away for 
a While to her Fathers. When he came a little after to take her 
Home again, Prethee Sweet-heart (ſays he) How go Matters in 
the Houle where thou haſt been ? Introth, ſays ſhe, they gol 
know not How : But there's None of the Family, you muſt 
know,can Endure Me : No not ſo much as the very Hinds and 
Plough-men ; I could Read it in the Faces of Them. Ah Wife ! 
ſaystheHusband, It People that Riſe Early and come Home Late, 
and are all Day out of your Sight, cannot be Quiet for ye, whar 
a Caſe is your Poor Husband in, that muſt Spend his Whole 
Lite in your Company. 


The MORAL. 


IWhen Man and Wife cannot Agree, Prudence will Oblize the One, and Mo- 
defty the Other, to put all their Little Controverſies into their Pockets, 
and make the Beſt of a Bad Game. 


REFLEXATON. 


THERE are more Ways to come toa Right Underſtanding of Things,then 
by Queſtion and Aniwer. There are Certain Contentious Humors that are 
never to be Pleas'd,and hc that Troubles his Head becauſe he cannot Pleaſe 
them, is Worſe then a Mad-man. Nay it falls out many times that the 
very Deſire and Endeavour to do it, makes it more Impoſſible, Eſpecially 
where People arc Imperious and Intulting, as well as Peeviſh. Now in 
the Cale of this Fable, it may be a Queſtion whether the Wife, or the 
Woman, was the more Freakilh of the Two: For ſhe was ſtill the ſame Un- 
caſic Fop wherever ſhe was ; butthe Poor Man however had Enough on', 
in Both Capacities ; Thar is to fay, as a Common Incumbrance, and as a 
Particular Clog. 

The Moral 1s a Picce of Good Councel to All Men that Labour under 
that Unhappy Circumſtance. Firſt, in Prudence,to Try what Help for't : 
and then in Cale of the Laſt Neceflity, to come to fome Peremptory Re- 
lolution to Deliver Themlclyes. 
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Fas CLXXIV. 


A wolfe and a Bid. 


| Iolfe ſpy'd out a Straggling Kid, and Purſu'd him. The 

Kid found that the Wolfe was roo Nimble for him, and ſo 
turn'd and told him : I perceive Iam ro be Eaten, and 1 would 
gladly Die as Plealantly as I could : Wherefore,Pray give me but 
One Touch of Your Pipe before I go to Pot. The Wolfe Play'd, 
and the Kid Danc'd, and the Noiſe of the Pipe brought in the 
Dogs upon him, Well (ſays the Wolfe) This tis when People 
will be Meddling out of their Profeſſion, My Bugneſs was 
to Play the Butcher, not the Piper. 


The MORAL. 


Il hen a Crafty Knave is Infatuated, any Silly Wretch may put Tricks upon 


him. 


KEEFTFLEAION., 


LE T Every Man ſtick to his Own Part,without Taking Another Man's 
Trade out of his Hand. This is the Old Moral, but we may Read upon't 
Another way too. Tis a very Unequal Encounter, when Malice, Craft, 
and Power, are United againſt the Weak, and the Innocent : Saving where 
Providence Interpoſcs ro the Relief of the one, and ro the Infatuation of 
the Other : As the Wolfe here, that had a Plot upon the Xid, was Con- 
founded by a Counter-Plot of the Xids upon the Wolfe : And ſuch a Counter- 
Plot it was too,as the Wolfe with All his Sagacity was not able to Smelly 
out. Wherefore let no Man Prelume too much upon his Own Strength, 
cither of Body or of Mind; but Conſider within himlelf, that Heaven takes 
Part with the Oppreſſed ; and that Tyrants Themſelves are upon their Be- 


havior to a Superior Power. 


Fan CLXXV. 
A For and a Crab. 


Fox that was Sharp-ſet, Surpriz'd a Crab, as he lay oue-of 
the Sea upon the Sands, and Carry'd him away. The 
Crab, when he found that he was to be Eaten, Well (lays he) 
This comes of Meddling where we hxve Nothing to do; for 
My Bus'nels lay at Sea, not upon the Land. 


The MORAL. 


No Body Pities a Man for any Misfortune that Befalls him, tn Matters out 
of his Way, Bus neſs, or Calling. R E- 
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REFLEXITON 


EVERY Man has his Poſt Aſſignd him,and in That Station he is Well,if 
he can but Think himlelf fo; and He that cannot keep himſelf Well, when 
he is Well, may Thank Himſelf: But Men of Curioſity and Levity can 
never be at Reſt ; for lct their Pretenr State be what it will, it never 
Pleales rhem. They have aSickly Uncafineſs upon them, which Way ſo- 
cycr they lye, or in what Condition focver they arc; no Place, no Poſture, 
no State, either of Life or of Fortune agrees with 'em, but they run-on, 
Shifting, and Changing,from One Error, and from One Qualm,to Another ; 
Hankering after Novelties,and Trying New Experiments.We are Naturally 
given to be Peeping into Forbidden Secrets, and Groping in the Dark after 
we know not what. We never Think of the Main Bus'nelfs of Life, till a 
Vain Repentance Minds us of it at the Wrong End on't,and then, with the 
Crab in the Fable, we find that we have been Doing of One thing All this 
while,when we ſhould have becn Doing Another; and Abandoned the Sta- 
tion that God and Nature Allotred us, to our Irreparable Ruine. 


Fas. CLXXVI. 
4 Muſician. 
Man that had a very Courſe Voice, bur an Excellent Mu- 
ſique-Room, would be ſtill Practiſing in that Chamber, for 
the Advantage of the Fccho. He took fuch a Conceit upowt,that 
he muſt needs be ſhewing his Parts upon a Publick Theatre, 


where he Performed So very ill, thatthe Auditory Hiſs'd him off 
the Stage, and threw Stones at him. 


The MORAL. 


A Man may Like himſelf very Well in his Own Glaſs,and yet the World not 
Fall in Love with him in Publick. But the Truth on't is, We are Partial 
in our own Caſe, and there's no Reading of Our Selves but with Other 
Mens Eyes. 


REFLEALON 


THERE's a Great Difference betwixt an Orator in the Schools, and a 
Man of Bus'nels upon a Stage of Action. Many a Man that Palles for a Phi- 
lolopher in Private, behaves himſelf moſt Ridiculouſly in Publick ; as what's 
more Uncourth (with Reſpect be it ſpoken) then a Pedant our of his Ele- 
ment ? There are Flattcring Chambers, as well as Flattering Glaſſes, and 
the One Helps out a Bad Voice,as the Other Countenances an ill Favour'd 
Face : Thar 15 to ſay, the One Drowns the Harſhncts of the Pipe,asthe O- 
ther Covers, or Dilguites the Courlneſs of the Complexion.Bur Men muſt 
not think tro Walk upon Thete Stilrs,if they come to fer up in Publick once ; 
The One, for an /:a{ian Capon, the Other, for an Exgliſh Beauty : —_— 

X 2 ore 
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fore it will become All People ro Weigh and Mealure Themſclves, before 
they Venture upon an) Undertaking that may bring their Lives, Honour, 
or Fortune in (Wucthion, Some Song /ters can no MmOre Ying mn any Cham- 
ber but thcir Own; then ſome Clarks can Read in anyBook bur their Own; 


Put them out of their Road once, and they are Meer Cat-Pjpes and Dunces, 


—o— 


Fas. CLXXVII. 
Thieves that Stole a Cock. 


Band of Thieves Brake into a Houſe once, and found No- 

thing in't to Carry away, but One Poor Cock. The Cock 
{aid as much for Himſelf as a Cock could ſay; bur Infiſted Chiefly 
upon the Services of his Calling People up ro their Work, when 
*rwas time to Riſe. Sirrah (lays one of the Thieves) You had 
Better have let That Argument Alone ; for Your Waking the 
Family Spoils our Trade, and We are to be Hang'd forlooth for 


your Bawling. 
The MORAL. 


That which is One Body's Meat ,is Another Body's Poyſon * as theT, ruſſing up 
of Thieves is the Security of Honeſt Men. One Fooliſh Word is Enough 
to Spoil a Good Cauſe,and tis many aMan's Fortune to Cut his Own Throat 
with his Own Argument. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS a Hard Matter for a Man that Argucs againfl the Truth, and the 
Reaſon of a Thing, to Conſilt with Himſelf, for having no Rule to Walk 
by, tis Forty ro One but Sometime or Other he will lotc his Way : Eſpeci- 
ally when & is to Accommodate his Story to the Various Circumſtances 
of Times, Perſons, and Occaſions. Bur it is One Thing to forget Marter 
of Fact, and Another Thing to blunder upon the Reaſon of it. It is how- 
ever, well Worthy of a Sober Man's Care, not to let any thing fall that may 
be turn'd upon him out of his Own Mouth. This Preſence of Mind 'nis 
true, is not Every bodies Talent; ncither docs This Conſideration Enter in- 
roEvery bodies Thought ; bur it were berrer if ir Were fo, and fo it Ought 
to be. 


Le  —_ 
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FapBg CLXXVIII. 
A Crow and a Raven. 


Our Raven has a Reputation in the World for a Bird of 
Omen,and a kind of ſmall Prophet. A Crow that had Obſerv'd 
the Raver's Manner and Way of Delivering his PrediCtions, 


lets 
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{ers up for a Foreboder too 3 and lo gets upon a Tree, and there 


ſtands Nodding and Croaking, juſt over the Head of fome Peo- ' 


ple that were Paſſing by. They were a little Surpriz?d at firſt ; 
butlo loon as they law how 'rwas. Come, my Maſters ((fays 
One of the Company) ler's e'en go forward, for This is but the 
Chattering of a Fooliſh Crow, and it ſignifies Nothing, 


The MORAL. 


Flow arc $. perſtitious Men Hazg d Out of their Wits and Senles, with the 
Faiicy of Omens, Forebodings, Old Wives Tales and } tons ; and apon a 


Final Examination of the Matter, Nothing at all in the Boitom on't ! 


REFLEALIDON., 


THE Aﬀectation of Powers and Faculties, that are Above us, is not on- 
ly Vain, and Unprofiable, but Ridiculous; for the Matter, upon Examina- 
tion, Will notabidc the Teſt. Jour Empyricks, Pifs-Pot-Prophets, Fortune- 
Tellers, and Butfoon-Pretenders to State and Government, fall undcr the 
Laſh of This Moral.And ſo do Alt your little Smattercrs in Arts and Siences 
of what Kind, or Quality focver: But there goes moreto the Making of 
a Prophet, then Nodding, and Croaking., Tis not the Gown and the Cap 
that Makes the Dedtor; Neither is it the'Supercilious Gravity of Counte- 
nances and Forms, that prelently Dubbs any Man a Philotopher. Nor 
but chat a Fool may Pur himfelf in the Garb, and ſo far Imitate the Meen, 
and Motions of a Wiſe-man, as at firſt Bluſh to Put . a Body to a Stand 
what to Make of him: Burt upon further Conſideration, the Original is as 
Ealily known from the Copy, . as the Als in his borrow'd, Skin was from the 
Lyon : Or I might have laid, as the Crow here from the Raven : Their Ears 
and their Tongues Betray them. | 


_— — 


F aps, CLXXIX. 
A Crow and a Dog. 


Crow Invited a Dog to Joyn in a Sacrifice to Minerva. That 

% will be to no Purpole (ſays the Dog) for the Goddeſs has 

{uch an Averſion to ye, that you are Particularly Excluded our 

of all Auguries. Ay, ſays the Crow, but PII Sacrifice the rather 
to her for That, to try it I can make her my Friend. 


— 


The MORAL. 


We find it in the Pradlice of the World, that Men take up Religion more for 
Fear, Reputation, and Intereſt, then tor True Aﬀedtion. 


ps FABLES 
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SASILEALID N. 


THIS Pagan Fable will beara Chrittian Moral,for more Pcople Wor. 
ſhip for Fear, and for Interctt, then for Love an Devotion. As the Iy- 
Aians do the Devils, That they may not Hurt 'em. Ir Teaches us farther, 
that we are not to take Per, or Deipond, under any Crols or Calamuty that 
the Almighty is pleaſed ro lay upon us. The Judgments of Heaven are 
Juſt, and ler them fall never fo Heavy, they arc yet leis then we delerye, 
The Devil Himſelf, when he was let looſe upon Job, could not Tran{port 
That Patient, Good Man beyond his Temper, or make him Quir his Hold, 
Reſignation and Perleverancearc All that a Man has to Truſtto in This Ex- 
tremity. There's no Good to be done by Struggling, nor any way left us 
ro make our Peace with, but to try by Faith, Prayer, and a New Life, 
if we can makc our Offended Maſter Once again our Fricnd. So that upon 
the Upthort, Afflictions are bur the Mcthods of a Merciful Providence, to 
Force us upon the only Means of ferting Matters Right, betwixt Divine 
Juſtice and Humane Frailty. 


— — - OO — ——— —— —_— _—_—_ 4 > — —— — — —_ — - 


Fas DTEALL. 


A Raven and a Snake. 


S a Snake lay Lazing at his Length, in the Gleam of the 

Sun, a Raven Took him up, and Flew away with him. 

The Snake kept a Twiſting and Turning, till he Bit the Raven, 

and made him Curſe himlelt for being ſuch a Fool, as to Med- 
dle with a Purchace that had coſt him his Life. 


The MORAL. 


Nature has made All the Neceſſaries of Life, Safe and Fajie to us,but if we 
will be F{ankering after Things that we Neither Want nor Underſtand we 
muſt take our Fortune, even if Death it Self ſhould hagpen to be in the 
Cafe. . 


REFLEAITON. 


[F Men would bur Ballance rhe Good and the Evil of Things, the Pro- 
fir and the Loſs, they would not Venture Soul, Body, and Repuration, 
for a Little Dirty Intereſt. "Tis much the ſame Thing betwixt Us, and our 
Senlual Acquiſitions, that it is betwixt che Raven and the Snake here. Men 
of Eager Appetites Chop at what comes next, and the Purchale ſeldom fails 
of a Sting in the Tayl ont. Nor is it to be Expected, that Paſſion with- 
out Reaſon ſhould Succeed better. Our Senſes arc Sharp-ſer upon All Fleſhly 
Plcalures, and if they be bur Fair ro the Eye, Relliſhing to the Palate, Har- 
monious to the Ear, Gentle to rhe Touch, and Fragrant ro the Smell, 'tis 
all we Look for, and all we Care for. "Tis truc, all This while, that our 
#:ry Nature Requires a Dole of Thele Enjoyments ; nay, and that Provi- 
dence 
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dence it (elf does not only Allow, but Preſcribe it; for the Common Com- 
fort and Benefit of Humane Society, and of Mankind ; for Life would bs 
no longer Life without it. Burthe Crime and the Danger lics in the Excels, 
and in the Immoderate Love and Uie of them. Was not the Apple in 
Paradiſe Fair to the Eyc,and Grateful to the Taſt, and yer there was Death 
int. What were the Pocts Sirens, but Figures of our Seducers, thar 
Charm us by the Ear, and Tempt us to leap Over-board: Thar is to fay,by 
Dcbauching us into Falſe Doctrines and Opinions, which do bur Antiver, In 
the One fide,the Moral of the Songs on the Other. And {o for the Touch, 
and the Smell,the Former tis true, has made more Hayock in the Wor, 
bur yet a Man may be Poylon'd with a Pertume,as well as with a Naulcous 
Potion. To Conclude, we haye Snakes in our Beds, in our Cups, in our 
Diſhes, and whoever dips too deep, will find Death in the Pot. 


i — Qu - —_—_ — O— _ _— — 


Fas CLXNXRXI. 
A Paw and Pſgeons. 


* Dawtook Particular Notice of the Pizeonsin ſuch a Ceftain 
A Dove- Houſe, that they were very Well Fed, and Provided 
tor : $9 he Went and Painted himſelf of a Dove Colour, and rook 
his Commons with the Pigeons. So long as he kept his Own 
Counſel, he Paſyd for a Bird of the Same Feather ; but it was 
his Hap once at Unawares,to Cry [ KAW, ] upon which Diſco- 
very, they Beat him out of the Houſe, and when he came to 
his Old Companions again, They*d have None of him neither ; 
ſo that he Lolt himſelf Both Ways by This Diſguiſe. 


The MORAL. 


[He that Trims betwixt Two Intereſts, loſes himſelf with Both, when he comes 
to be Detefted, for being True to Neither. 


REFLEXION, 


This is to Caution us againſt All Superfluous and Dangerous Deſires.Our 
Own Lot is Beſt, and by Aiming at what we have Not,and what is Impol- 
ſiblero be had, we loſe what we havealready. No Man goes out of Him- 
elf but to his Loſs. Imitation is Servile, C it be Where, How, and Whar 
it will. Nature Points out to us which way Every Man's Talent and Genius 
lics; and He thar keeps to his Own Province, or Biafs, ſpeeds Beſt. The 
Painting of the Daw hike a Pigeon, did not make him One, neither canany 
Man do himſelf Right in Another bodies Shape : Beſides, that when he 1s 
once Our,'tis Hard to find his Way Home again. The Hypocrite is never 
ſo far from being a Good Chriſtian, as when he looks Likett One. Tis 
much a Caſe with a Faction in a Government, and a Daw in a Pigeon- 
Houſe, There's a Fraud driven on, and they Ailimilate themlelyes, as 
much as way be, tg the Intereſt they Propole ro be the Berrer for. They 

put 
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put on all Appcarances in Matter of Opinion, Practice and Prerence, Sui- 
table to the Humour they are roJoyn withall : Bur {till Some Unlucky Acct- 
dent or Othcr happens to Diſcover them in the End ; and then, when they 
would go off again, the People of their Own Plume and Colour Bear 'em 
awav. and Refuſe ro Entcrtain them. This 15 no more then what we find to 
be Truc in All Turns of State. Doublc-Dcalers may Pais Muſter ter a 
While, but All Parties Waſh their Hands of them in the Conclution. 


FaB. CLXXXIl. 
A Daw witch a String at's Foot. 


Country Fellow took a Daw and ty d a String to his Leg ; 
and ſo gave himto a Little Boy to Play withal. The 
Daw did not much like his Companion, and upon the Firſt Op- 
portuniry gave him the Slip, and away into the Woods again, 
where he was Shackled and Starv'd. When he came to Die, he 
Reflected upon the Folly of Expoling his Life in-theWoods, ra- 


ther then Live in an Eaſte Servitude among Men. 


The MORAL. 


'Tis Fancy, not the Reaſon of Things, that makes Life ſo Uneafte to us as we 
Find it. *Tis not the Place, nor the Condition ; but the Mind Alone that 
can make any Body Miſerable or Happy. 


KEEFILEXION. 


MEN that are Imparient under Imaginary Afflictions, change commonly 
for Worſe, as the Daw did here in the Fable, that Threw himſelf into a 
Starving Necellity, rather then he would Submit ro the Tolerable Inconveni- 
ence of an Eafic Reſtraint. This was a Keputlican Daw, that Naw'd for 
Liberty, not Underſtanding that he that Lives under the Bondage of Laws, 
is in a State of Freedom : And that Popular Liberty, when it paſſes Thole 
Bounds, is the moſt Scandalous Sort of Slavery. Nothing would (erve him, 
but he muſt be at his Own Dilpoſal, and fo away he goes, Carries his String 
along with him, and Shackles Himſiclf. This 1s juſt the Humour and the 
Farce of Froward Subjefs. They Fancy themſelves Uncafic under the Errors 
of a Malc-adminiſtration of Government, when their Quarrel ſtrikes, in 
truth, at the very Root and Conditions of Government it (elf. Ir is as 
Impollible for a Government to be without Faults, as for a Maa to be {o. 
Bur Faults or No Faults, It comes yet much to a Cale ; for where they 
cannot Find 'em, they can Create them ; And there gocs no more to't nct- 
ther, then the Calling of Neceſlary Juſtice by the Name of Oppretuoa. 
And whar's the End ont, morethen This now ? 7hey Run away fr0:4 their 
Maſters into the Woods, and there with Eſop's Daw, they either Starve, or 
Hang Themſelves. 


Jupiter 
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Fas CLXXXIII, 
Jupiter and Fraud. 


Upiter Appointed Mercury to make him a Compoſition of 
Fraud and Hypocrifie, and to give Every Artificerc his 
Doſe on*r, T he Medicine was Prepar d according to the Bill, 
and the Proportions duly Obſerv'd, and Divided : Oaly there 
was a great deal too Much of it made,and the Overplus remain'd 
ſtill in che Morter. Upon Examining the Whole Account, there 
was a Miſtake it ſeems, in the Reck'ning ; for the Taylors were 
forgott'n in the Catalogue : So that Mercury, for Brevity ſake, 
gave the Taylors the Whole Quantity that was Left ; and frotri 
hence comes the Old Saying ; There's Knavery in All Trades, bu 
Moſt m T aylors. | 


The MORAL 


It is in ſome fort Natural to be a Knave. We were Made ſo, in the very 
Compoſition of our Fleſh and Blood ; Only Fraud is call'd Wit in One 
Caſe, Good Husbandry in Another, &c. while 'tis the Whole Bus neſs of 
the World for One Man to Couzen Another. 


REFLEXION. 


LYING and Couzening isa General Practice in the World, tho' it aps 
pears in ſome Men, and in ſome Trades, more then in other. #ſop is 
{lill Introducing ſome or other of the Gods, to Countenance the Corrup- 
tions of Fleſh and Blood : And ſince Cuſtom and Intereſt will have' it to, 
that all Tradeſmen muſt uſe Fraud, more or leſs, even in their own De- 
fence, the Practice being in ſome fort fo Neceſſary, 'tis not amils to brin 
in Jupiter to juſtifie it. But why is this Falſeand Double Dealing ww 
to Tradeſmen only, when it is Common to Mankind ? And why among 
them, to Taylors above the Reſt ? when all the Bus'nels that paſſes inthis 
World berwixt Man and Man is Manag'd by Colluſfion and Deceit, in as 
High a Meaſure: So that the Compolition might have bcen as well Pre- 
par'd for Humane Nature. Are we not Falle, in Our Pretended Ciyilitics, 
Formal Complements, and Reſpects ; in our Confidences, and in our Pro- 
fellions ? Arc we not Falſe, in Promiſing, and Breaking ? Is not He that 
Robs me of my Good Name, a more Abominable Cheat, then He tha: 
Couzens me of a Yard of Damask ? Is not Hethat Betrays me in his Arms, 
a more Derteſtable Wretch then He that Contents Himſelf in the Way of 
his Trade, to Pick my Pocket ? Without any more Words, we arc All 
Jugglers in ſome Kind, or in ſome Degree or Other. Bur there's this to 
be taid for't yer, that we Play Foul by Content. We Couzen in cur 
Words, and in our Actions ; only we are Agrecd upon't, that fuch and fuch 
Forms of Civility, like ſome Adulrerarte Quoins, ſhall pals Current for 
ſo Much. A Faſhionable Impoſturs, or Hypocriſiz, ſhall! be call'd Good. 
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Manners, and ſo we make a ſhift in ſome fort to Legitimate the Abuſe, 
In J-piter's appointing theſe Frauds, we read the Power of Humane Frailty 
that Diſpoſes us ro Entertain them : For we arc Falſe enough by Nature 
without any nced of Preſcription, 


——_— 


Fas. CLXXXIV. 
Jupſter and WPodeſty. 


AN was made in ſuch a Hurry (according to the Old 

Fable) that Jupiter had forgotten to pur Modeſty into the 
Compoſition, among his other Aﬀections ; and finding that 
there was no Way of Introducing it afterwards, Man by Man, 
he Propas'd the turning of it Looſe among the Multitude : 
Modeſty took her (elf at firſt to be a Little hardly Deale withal, 
but in the End, came over to Agree tot, upon Condition that 
Carnal Love might not be luffer'd ro come into the ſame Com- 
pany ; for wherever that comes, ſays ſhe, I'm Gone. 


The MORAL. 


Senſual Love knows neither Bars nor Bounds. We are all Naturally Im- 
pudent ; only by Cuſtom, and Fig-leaves, we have been taught to Dif- 
guiſe the Matter, and Look Demurely ; and that's it which we call 
Modeſty. 


KEFLEXION., 


THE Extravagant Heats and Tranſports of Lovers, and Voluptuaries, 
rake away all Shame. This Fable Hints to us the Wild Extravagances of 
an Unbridled Appetite, and that till that Devil be laid, there can be no 
Thought of Lodging Carnal Love and Modeſty under the ſame Roof. Ju- 
piter's forgetting Modeſty in the Compoſition of Man, Intimates the Diff- 
culty of Admirring it, till Fleſh and Blood has done the Friendly Office to- 
wards the Peopling of the World ; for there's hardly any Place for Coun- 
cel, till theſe Heats are in ſome Meaſure taken oft; and it is no Wonder, 
that when Love comes to be without Reaſon, it ſhould be withour Mode- 
ſty too; for when 'tis once paſt Government, it is conſequently paſt Shame. 
When Our Corruprions, in fine, are Strong, and Our Underſtandings 
Weak, weare apter to Hearken to the Motions of the Blood, and to the 
Vain [maginations of a Depray'd Aﬀection, then to the Dry Doctrines and 
Precepts of Authority and Vertue. 

This Difficulty of keeping Young and Hot Blood in Order,does mightily 
Enforce the Neceſlity of an Early Care for the Training up of Children, and 
giving them a TinCture, before it be roo Late, of thoſe Doctrines and Prin- 
ciples, by which they are afterward ro Govern the Whole Frame of their 
Lives. For in their Tender Years they are more Suſceptible of Profitable 
and Vertuous Impreſſions, then afterwards, when they come ro be 
Sollicited by the Impulſe of Common, and Vulgar Inclinations. = 

| oul 
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ſhould in Truth, be kept out of Diſtance, of either Secing or Hearing 
[ll Examples : Eſpecially in an Age that is Govern'd more by Preſidenr 
then by Reaſon. 


Fas CLXXXYVY. 
Jupiters Wedding. 


Hen the "Toy had once taken Jupiter in the Head to Enter 
into a State of Matrimony, he Reſoly'd for the Honour 
of his Celeſtial Lady, that the Whole World ſhould keep a Feſti- 
yal upon the Day of his Marriage, and fo Invited all Living 
Creatures, Tag-Rag and Bob-Tail, to the Solemnity of his Wed- 
ding. They all came in very Good Time, ſaving only the 
Tortoiſe. Jupiter told him 'twas 1Il done to make the Company 
Stay, and AsK'd him, Why (o Late? Why rruly ſays the 
Tortoiſe, 1 was at Home, at my Own Houſe, my Dearly Be- 
loved Houſe, and | Home is Heme, let it be never Jo Homely. Jus 
piter took it very II at his Hands, that he ſhould think him- 
ſelf Better in a Ditch, then in a Palace, and fo he palgd this 
Judgment upon him ; that ſince he would not be perſwaded to 
come out of his Houle upon that Occaſion, he ſhould never 
Stir abroad again from that Day forward, without his Houſe 
upon his Head. 
The MORAL. 


There's a Retreat of Sloth and Aﬀettation, as well as of Choice and Vir- 
fue; and a Beggar may be as Proud and as Happy too in a Cottage, as a 
Prince in a Palace. 


REFLEAXAILION. 


WE arc to Lcarn from hence (ſays the 0/4 Moral) that there's no Tri- 
fling, Dallying, or Delaying with Men in Power : And that Contentment in 
a Mcan Condition at Home, is beyond all the Luxurious Treats in the 
World, Abroad, with Pomp and Envy. The Danger of Trifling with 
Great Men does not come up mcthinks, to the Full Force, and Intent of this 
Fable, which ſeems rather to ſer forth the Miſtakes of Impotent Greatneſs, 
in Mis-judging the Teſt and Stancard of Humane Happineſs. What's a 
Voluptuous Dinner, and the Frothy Vanity of Diſcourſe that commonly 
attencls rheſe Pompous Entertainments ? What is it but a Mortification, to 
a Man of Senſe and Virtue, to {pcnd his time among People that rake Good 
for Evil, and Puniſh where they ſhould Reward, and Reward where they 
ſhould Puniſh / The 7ortoife was Forbidden the Court ; That.is to ſay, he 
was Baniihed from the ſight of Vain, Wicked, and Unprofitable Examples. 
Jupiter gave the Tortoiſe the Honour of an Invitation, but that Honour was 
yctto the Poor 7ortoiſe's Loſs; for He that's Tranſported out of his Nature, 
and out of his Element, let the Change be what it will, is a Loſer by the 
Bargain. A Plain, and a Homely Home, with Comperency and Content, 
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is beyond all the Palaces under the Heavens ; The Pomp, the Plenty, and 
the Plcaturcs of them over and above. To lay nothing of the Surfeits thar 
arc gotten by Excellcs of Eating an.! Drinking; The Rellets Nights, Facti- 
ous Emulations, Few.ls, and Dilgults that Attend them : Betiderhc 5avery 
of being 1'y «| up to othcr Peoples Hours, Meals, and Faſhions. He thar 
has no Ambition, 1s Happy ina Ccll, or in a Cottage ; whereas the Am- 
bitious Man is Miſerable, even upon a Throne. He that thinks he has not 
Enough, Wants, and He that Wants 1s a Beggar. 

The Tortoiſe came Late, for he came Unwillingly, which 1s the Caſe of 
many a Worthy Maa that Sacrifices his Peace to tormalities of Complc- 
ment, and Good Manners. Tut iter took Snuft at thc Contempt, and 
Panith'd him fort. And what was the Puniſhment + He 1cnt him Home 
azain. Thar is to fay, He Remanccd lum to his Lot, and to his Choice, 
Such, in Short, is the Felicity of a Moderate, and a Srcady Mind, that 
all Comforts arc Wrapt up int ; for Pro\ dence turns the very Puniſhment 
of a Good-Man, into an Equivalence to a Reward, by Improving that ro 
his Advantage, which was intended for his Rune ; and making the Tor- 
zoiſe's Bantthment a Bletling to him. 


FaBs CLXXXVI. 
A Wolfe and a Sheep. 


I'olfe that lay Licking of his Wounds, and Extremely 

Faint, and Ill, upon the Biting of a Dog, call'd out to 
a $rccp that was Paſſing by, Heark ye Friend (lays he) if thou 
would!t bur Help me to a Soup of Water out of that ſame Brook 
| there, 1 could make a Shift to get my felt lomewhat to Eat. Yes, 
3 jays the Skeep, I make no Doubt on't; but when I bring ye 
Drink, my Carcals ſhall ſerve ye for Meat to. 


The MORAL. 


It is a Charitable and a Chriſtian Office to Relieve the Poor and the Di- 
{lreſſed ; but this Daty does not Extend to Sturdy Beggars, that while 
they are Recerving p” As with One Hand, are ready to Beat out a Man's 
Brains with the Other. 


KEELEXION. 


THAT Sheep has a Bleſſed Time on't that runs on a Wolves Errand : 
ut {ops Sheep have more Wit, I perccive, then many of our Dome- 
ſtique Innocents. Tis a Court-Maſter-Picce, to draw Chelnuts out of 
the Fire with other Pcoples Fingers ; and to Complement a Man into a 
Poit of Honour, a-purpole to have him Knock'd o'th' Head in't: Now 
the Shezps Calc in the Fable, is bur an Every-days Cale in the World; 
v hzn People are divided berwixt Charity and Diſcretion, how far to go, 
an.! where to flop. In Offices of This Doubrſul Quality, We have only 
1ki1s General Rule ro Walk by, that when we hayc to do with 
| Known 


—  — ——  — - — = - << << -— 2<w— 


Ljop's FABLES. 


- oO OO IS Co 


Known HW /ves, we Know likewiſe that they ar: not to be Conia In. 
ir this Holjſe (I mutt Confels) with a Lambskiz over his Shoulders, 
might have palt Muller for a Goſpefer in Sheeps Cleathing ; which would 
have made it a more Dangcrous Impoſture, We arc to Gather from hence, 
thar theres no Truſting ro the Fair Words and Appcarances of a Fallc, 
anl a Malicious Encmy ; for their very Kindnefles arc no better then 
Snares. Treachery 1s a kind of a Lay-Hypecrify, ancl they arc Equal- 
ly Ollious both to God and Man: Over and above the Corrupting 
of our Manners, the Hardening of our Hearts ; the Diſlolving of all the 
zonds of Faith, Contidence and Society, and the Extinguiſhing of Good 
Nature it (cit: And all This in our own Dcetcnce roo. 


Fas. CLXXXVI. 


Pares, Fores, and Eagles. 


Here goes an Old Story of a Bloudy War betwixt the 
Hares, and the Eagles; and the Hares would fain have 
drawn the Foxes into their Alliance, but very Franckly and Ci- 
villy, they gave them this Anſwer, That they would ſerve 
them with all their Hearts, it they did not Perfectly Underſtand 
both the Hares thermlelves, and the Enemy they were tro Cope 
withal. 


The MORAL. 


There's no Ent rinz into any Leazue, without wel! Examining the Faith, and 
Strength of the Parties tot. 


REFLEATDON 


"TIS a Folly, to the Higheſt Degree, for Mcn to run the Riſque of 
their Lives and Fortuncs, by Entring into Leagues with the Weak, againſt 
an Adverſary that is Manitellly too Strong for them .Both. "Tis Haz- 
zardous to Contract Unequal Frieadthips and Alliances, and there's an Inc- 
quality of Diſpoſition and Humour, as well as of Power. The Falle arc 
as Dangerous as the Fcarful : Only with this Dittcrence, that the One 
will do a Man Hurt, and the Other can do. him no Good. "The End of 
Leagues is Common Afliſtance and Defence ; And he that joyns Intereſt 
with thole that cannor Help him, ſtands as fingle as he did betore ; which 
deltroys rhe End of Common Union; for where there's no Hope of a 
Reciprocal-Ail, there can be no Realon for a Mutual Obligation: And it 
is the jtame Thing in Bus'nels, Councel, and Commerce, that it is in Arms 
and Force. The Cale of the Fares and Foxes in a Confederacy againſt 
the Eres, is a Common Cale betwixt Kingdoms and Common-wealths. 
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F, n CLXXXVIII. 
An Ant formerly a Pan. 


HE Aut, or Piſmire, was formerly a Husband-man, that 
ſecretly Filch'd away his Neighbour's Goods and Corn, 

and ſtor'd all up in his own Barn. He drew a General Curſe 
upon his Head for't, and Jupiter, as a Puniſhment, and for the 
Credit of Mankind, turn'd him into a Piſmire ; but this Change 
of Shape wrought no Alteration, either of Mind, or of Man- 
ners ; for he keeps the fame Humour and Nature to This very 


Day. 
The MORAL. 


That which Some call Good Husbandry, Induſtry and Providence, Others 
call Rating, Avarice, and Oppreſſhon : So that the Vertue and the Vice, 
in Many Caſes, are hardly Diſt inguiſhable but by the Name. 


SEESTSLEAALD N. 


WHEN Vicious Inclinations arc brought once, by Cuſtom, and 
Practice, to be Habitual, the Evil 1s Deſperate, for Nature will be till 
Tru- to her {elf, through all Forms and Diſguites. And Cuſtom is a Se- 
cond Nature. By the Poctical Fiftions of Mcn turnd into the Shape of 
Beaſts, and Inſects, we arc given to Underitand that they do cttectually 
Make themſelves ſo, when they Degenerate from the Dignity of rheir 
Kind: So that the Metamorphoſts 18 in their Manners, not in their Figure. 
When a Realonable Soul deſcends tro keep Company in the Dirt with 
Ants, and Beetles, and to Abandon the Whole Man ro the Senfuality of 
Brutal Satisfactions he forfcits his Pecrage, and the very Privilege of his 
Character an| Creation; for he's no longer a Man that gives himſelf 
wholly up to the Works of a Beaſt. Only one Word more now, upon 
the Judgment that Befell the F/usband-man, which bids us have a Care of 
Avarice, Rapine and Oppreſſion ; for the Curie of Heaven Attends them. 
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Travellers by the @ea-ſide. . 


Company of People that were walking upon the Shore, 
ſaw ſomewhat come Hulling toward them a great Way 
off ar. Sea. They took it at firſt for a Ship,and as it came Nearer, 
for a Boat only ; butt prov'd at laſt t© be no more then a Float 
of Weeds and Ruſhes : Whereupon they made this Reflexion 
within Themſelves, We have been Waiting here for a Mighty Bus neſs 


that comes at laſt to quſt Nothing. The 


” ——” —_—_ - 2 —o—_ Doe O>_— 


 4fps FABLES. 


159. 


The MORAL 


We Fancy things to Le Greater or Leſs at a Diſtance, according to Our In- 
tereſt or Inclination to have them either the One or the Other. 


REFLEASON 


THE Dodttrine of this Fable is held forth to us in a Thouſand Caſes 
of Curioſity, Novelty, &c. We make a Wonderful Matter of Things at a 
Diſtance, that Signify Lirtle or Nothing at all, nearer hand. And we are 
2s much Impos'q upon in the Proſpect of our Hopes and Fears : The 
Dangers, anc the Bleſilings that we either Dread, or Propoſe ro our ſelves, 
look a great Deal Bigger afar off, then in Ette& they are. And whar's the 
Myſtery of All this now, but that we judge of Things by Falſe Images 
and Appearances, without Entring into the True State and Reaſon of 
them ? So that at this Rate, we divide- our Lives betwixt Flattering liluſi- 
ons, and Reſtleſs Apprehenſtons : Never at Eaſe, either on the One 1ide, or 
on the Orher. The Miſchief is, that we are Over-folicitous about Mat- 
xers that are out of our Power, and Star-gazing after Fururities ; when in 
truth, our Bus'nels lics juſt under our Noſes; That is to fay, in the At- 
tending, and Emproving of Prelent Opportunities. In few Words,a Wiſe Man 
Counts his very Minutes : He lets no Time ſlip him; for Time is Life : 
which he makes Long, by the Good Husbandry of a Right Uſe and Appli- 
cation of ir, from One Momenc to Another, This is not yet to Exclude 
the Providence of Tracings Premilles into Conſequences, or Cauſes into 
their Effects; bur to Caution usnot to look at the Wrong End of the Glaſs ; 
and fo Invert the Proſpect. We ice Thing at hand,as they really are, bur at a 
Diſtance, only as they leem to be.Patience and Conſideration will fer us Right 
in our Judgments and in our Mcaſures. It is much thereabours with the 
Common People too, in the Matter of Remote Grievances. They Repreſent, 
and Fancy to Themlelves, Hell, Slavery and Damnation, at a Diſtance, in 
many a Caſe, which at hand ſignifies not ſo much as a Flea-biring. 
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FaB CLXXXX. 


A Wild Aſs and a Tame. 


S a Tame Aſs was Airing himſelf in a Pleaſant Meadow, 
A with a Coat and Carcals in very Good Plight, up 
comes 2a Wild one to him from the next Wood, with this ſhort 
Greeting. Brother (lays he) 1 Envy your Happineſs ; and ſo he 
lefr him 3 It was his Hap ſome ſhort time after this Encounter, 
to ſee his Tame Brother, Groaning under a Unmerciful Pack, 
and a Fellow at his Heels Goading him forward. He Rounds 
him in the Ear upon't, and Whiſpers him, My Friend (lays he) 
your Condition is not 1 Perceive, What 1 took it to be, for a body may buy 
Gold too Dear : And I am net for Purchaſing Good Looks and Provender 
a this Rate. The 
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The MORAL. 


Berwixt Envy and Ingratitude, we make Our Selves twice Miſerable ; 
out of an Opinion, Firſt, that our Neighbour has too Much ; and Secondly, 
that We our Selves have too Little. 


REFILEXIO NN. 


THIS is to Caution us againſt running the Riſque of Diſappoint- 
ments that arc greater then the Preſent Inconveniences; and where the 
Miſery, and Hazzard, docs more then Countervail the Benefit. 

In the Fablc of the Horſe and the Aſs, (Numb. 38.) The Aſs finds him- 
ſelf Miſtaken in his Opinion, both of the Foundation of Happineſs, and 
of rhe Stabiliry of ir. His Miſtake in This, looks another way ; for he 
rook his Brother to be Happy when he was nor fo ; Even according to his 
own Standard : But we are too roo apt to think other People more Happy, 
and our ſelves Leſs, then in Truth, They, or We are: Which Sa- 
vours of a Malevolence on the One hand, and an Ingratitude on the O- 
ther. Nay it falls out many times, that the Envious Perſons are rather 
to be Envy'dof the Two. What had the Wild 4/s here ro Complain of, 
or the 7.ime One to be Envy'd for The Former was bur in the Plight that 
Hild Aſſes uſually are; and in truth ought ro be. When rhey arc in the 
Woods they are at Home, and a Forreit-Life, ro them, is but according 
to Nature. As to the State and Rudenels of his Body, 'tis but Anſwer- 
able ro the Condition of his Lot. The Tame Aſs, 'tus true, was Better 
Fed, bur then he was Harder Wrought, and in the Carrying of Packs, 
he did but ferve Mankind in the Trade that Providence had Aſlign'd him ; 
for he was made for Burdens. Tis a Fine Thing to be Fat and Smooth; 
bur *tis a Finer Thing to Live at Liberty and Eaſe. 

To ipeak _— and to the Point, there is no ſuch Thing as Happi- 
nc{s or Miſery in this World (commonly fo Reputed) but by Compariton; 
neither is there any Man ſo Milerable, as not to be Happy, or fo Happy 
as not to be Milcrable, in ſome Reſpect or Other: Only we arc apt to 
Envy our Neighbours the Poſſeſſion of Thoſe Advantages that we Want, 
without ever giving Thanks for the Bleſlings that They Want, and We 
our ſ{cives Enjoy. Now This Mixture in the Diſtributions of Providence, 
duly Conſiderd, ſerves to make us Eaſy, as well as Neceſſary One to A- 
nother ; and ſo to Unite us in a Conſliſtence borh of Friendſhip, and of 
Civil Convenience : For it is no leſs Requiſite ro Maintain a Truck in the 
Martcr of Moral Offices, and Natural Faculties, then in the Common 
Bus 'ncls of Negotiation, and Commerce ; and Humane Sociery can no 
more Subſiſt without the One, then without the Other. One Man fur- 
niſhes Brains, Another Mony, a Third, Power, Creuit, Mediation, In- 
telligence, Advice, Labour, Induſtry : (ro ſay Nothing of a Thouland other 
Inſtances Reducible to This Head) 1o that the Rule of Communication 
holds as well berwixt Man and Man ; as berwixt Country and Country; 
What One has Not, Another Has, and there is not That Man Living, but 
in ſome Cale, or Other, ſtands in Need of his Neighbour. Take away 
This Correipondence, and the very Frame of all Political Bodics drops to 
pieces. Every thing is Bell in fine, As God has Made it, and where God 
has 
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has Plac'd it. The 7ame Aſs Wrought Hard, for his Fire Coat, and the 
Wild one Far'd Hard, to Ballance the Comfort of his Freedom. 


—— 


FAR CAE 
Aſles co Jupiter. 


H E Afes found themſelves once ſo Intolerably Oppreſled, 
with Cruel Maſters, and Heavy Burdens, that they 
ſent their Ambaſſadors to Jupiter with a Petition for Redreſs. 
Tupiter found the Requeſt Unrealonable, and fo gave them 
This Anſwer, That Humane Society could not be Preſery*d 
without Carrying Burdens ſome way or other: So that if they 
would but Joyn, and Pils up a River, that the Burdens which 
they now Carry'd by Land might be carried by Water, they 
ſhould be Eagd of That Grievance. "This ſet them All a Piſſing 
Immediately, and the Humour is kept upto This very Day,that 
whenever One 4/s Pifles, che Reſt Pils for Company, 


The MORAL. 


'Tis theUttermoſt Degree of Madneſs and Folly, to Appeal from Providence 
and Nature. 


REFLEXION. 


T HE Decrces and Appointments of Heaven are Unchangeable,and there's 
no Contending. How many Popular Counter-parts of the Aſſes Petition 
to Jupiter for Redrels of Grievances, have we liv'd to {ce within our own 
Memory, and all, for Things, not only Unrealonable, bur utterly Impoſs 
ſible. We read however in the Anſwer, the Quality, and the Reproach 
of rhe Prayer, which is Granted upon Conditions as Impracticable,as the 
Thing defir'd is Ridiculous. 

The ſes are here Complaining (after the Way of rhe Mobile) for being 
put to the very Uſe and Bus'nels rhey were Made for ; as if it were Cru- 
elty and Oppretlion ro Employ the Neceſſary Means, which God and 
Nature has given us, for the Artaining of Neceſſary Ends. If we Cons 
found Highcr and 1.ower, the World is a Chaos again, and aLevel. Is not 
a Labourcr as much a Tool of Providence as the Maſter-Builder 2 Are nor 
the Meancſt Artiſans, of the fame Inſtitution with Miniſters of Countel 
and State? The Head can no more be without the Body, then rhe Body 
without the Hcad ; and ncither of them without Hands and Feet to De- 
tend, and Provide, both for the One, and for the Other. Government can 
no more Subſiſt without Subjcion, then the Multitude can Agree with- 
out Government: And the Duty of Obeying, is no lels of Divine Ap- 
poiatment, then the Authority of Commaading. 
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Here's a Petitr9n ro Jupiter, in Truth, againii Himielf; and in the 
Mora!, a Com! aint ro Gol laſt 1 Providence; as if the Harmony of 
Nature, and of the World ; The Oricr of Men, 1 ttngs, and Buy ne! 1 
were to be Embroil®d, Diſlolv'd, or Aiter\\l, for the fake of tb many Aſſes, 
What wou! become of the Univeric it there were not Servants as well as 


Malters : Beaits to Draw, anc | Carry Burdens, as wc!l as Burdens to by 
_ 4 an.! ; arry, 12 If there were not Inttruments for Drudgery, as well 
as Oftices of Drus gcry : 7; there were not People to Reccive and Execurc 
Orders, as we!l as others to Give and Authorize them 2 The Demand, 
i1 fine, is Unnatural, and Conſequently _ Weak and W icked ; And it 
iS likewiſe as Vain, and Unrea zionable, » ASk a Tingthat is wholly Im- 


poltible. But *tis the Prt/t404 of an 4/5 at laſt, which keeps up the Con- 
gruity of the Mx ral to the Fable. 

The Greun.! of the Reyquell, 1s the Fiction of a Complaint, by rcaſon 
of Ino'icrable Burdens, Now we have Gricvanccs to the Life, as well as 
in Fancy : and | ſes in Fle [þ au Bl od roo, anc in Prattice » Us well as im 
FErmbiciz, We have Herds in Society, as well as in the Fields, and in 
the Foreſts; And we have Enzliſh too, as well as Arcadian Grievances, 
What : (C ries The Mulrtitude) arc not our Bovics of the fame Clay ; and 
our Suuls of rhe ſame Divine Infpiration with our Maſters ? Under Thelc 
Amutcments.the Common Pcople pur up lo many Appcals ro Heaven, from 
the Powers and Commands of their Lawful Superiors, under rhe Oblo- 
quy of Oppreſlors ; and what Better Antwer can be rcturn'd to All their 
Clamorous Importunities, thea Thus of Jap! ter > Which moſt Emphatical- 
ly iets forth the Necellity of Diſcharging the Aſſes Part ; and the V anity 
of Propoſing to have it done any Orher Way. As who thould tay, the 
Bugncts of Hvmane Nature muſt be done. Lay your Heads rogethcr, and 
if you can find ary way for the doing it, without one (ort of People under 
Another, You th: all have Your Asking. Burt for a Concluſion, Hethat's 
born to Work, 1s out of his Place and Element when he 1s Idle. 


Fas CXCI.I. 
An Afs and che Frogs. 


Aſs Sunk down into a Bog, among a Shoale of Frogs, 

with a Burden of Wood upon his Back, and there he 

lay, Sighing and Groaning, as his Heart would Break : Hark 

ye Friend (lays one of the Frogs to him) it you make ſuch a 

Bus'nels of Lying in a Quagmire, when you are but juſt fall'n 

intot, what would you do l Wonder, if You had been here as 
long as we have been ? 


The MORAL. 


Cuſtom makes things Familiar and Eaſy tous ; but every thing is Beſt yet 
19 i?, OH Fe EMH. 
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REFLEXION. 


NATURE has Aſſignd Every Creature it's Proper Place and Stati- 
on ; and an Aſs in a Boz is out of his Element,and out of his Province. The 
Fable it {elf has not Much int ; bur it may ſcrveto "Teach us in the Moral, 
thatit is a High Pointof Honour, and Chriſtianity, ro bear Misfortunes, 
with Reſolution, and Conſtancy of Mind : And that Stcadinefs, is a Point 
of Prudence, as well as of Courage ; for People arc the Lighter, and the 
Eaſicr fort. Bur it was an Aſs, we fee, that Conipliind, and (if a Body 
may play the Fool with him) he was but an 4ſs for Complaining: Firſt, of 
whar he could not Help ; and 2/y, to be never the Betrer fort. Tis with 
a Man in Goal, much at the Rate as it was with this 4/5 in the Bog: He's 
Sullen and out of Humour at his firſt coming In; the Pris'ners Gather abour 
him,and there He tells 'em his Cafe Over and Over I warrant ye. Some mak2 
Sport with him ; Others Pity him, and*this is the Trade they drive for 
the Firſt Four or Five Days perhaps z burto {oon as the Qualm is over, ths 
Man comes to himlſclf again; makes merry with his Companions, and 
ſince he cannot be in his Own Houſe, he reckons Himſelf as good as at 
Home in the very Priſon. Tis the fame Thing with a Bird in a Cage; when 
the has Flutrer'd her fclf a Weary, ſhe firs down and Sings. This 'tis to 
be Wonted to a Things. And were it not a Scandal now, if Philolophy 
ſhould not do as much with us as -Cuſtom, wuhour leaving it ro 
Necellity to do the Office of Vertue. It might be added to this Moral, that 
what's Natural ro One may be Grievous'to Another. The Frogs would have 
been as much at a Loſs in the SzaZle, as the 4ſs. was in the Bog. 
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FaB. © CXCIII. 


A Gall'd Aſs and a Raven. 


S an Aſs with a Gall 4 Back was Feeding in a Meadow, a 
Raven Pitch'd upon him, and there Sate, Jobbing of the 
Sore. The 4s fell a Frisking and Braying upon't ; which let 
a Groom that law it at 2 Diſtance, a Laughing at it. Well ! 
(ſays a Wolfe that was Paſſing by) to fee the Injuſtice of the 
World now ! A Poor Wolfe in that Revens Place, would have 
been Perſecuted, and Hunted to Death preſently ; and 'tis made 
only a Laughing-Matrer, for a Raven to do the Same Thing 
that would have Coſt a Wolfe his Lite. 


The MORAL. 
One Man may better Steal a Horſe, then Another Lok over the Hedze. 
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ESSLEXION. 


THE Samc Thing in One Perſon or Reſpect, is nor always the Same 
Thing in Another ? The Grooms Grinning at the Gambols of the .4ſs, tells 
us that there are Many Caſes that may make People Laugh without Plea- 
ſing them, as whenthe Surprize, or Caprice of tome Fantaſtical Accident 
happens to ſtrike rhe Fancy : Nay a Body cannot forbear Laughing Somc- 
times, When he 1s yer Heartily Sorry for the Thing he Laughs at ; whuch 
is, in Truth, bur an Extravagant Motion, that never comes near the 
Heart : Wherefore the Wolfe was Our in his Philolophy, when he call'd it 
a Lau2hing-Matter ; Beſides, that he ſhould have Diſtinguiſh'd upon the 
Diſproportion betwixt the Worrying of a Wolfe, and the Pecking of a 
Raven ; That is to fay, berwixt a Certain Death on the One Hand, and 
only a Vexatious Importunity on the Other, "The Raven underſtood what 
tort of Spark he had to do withal, and rhe Silly 4/s ſtood Preaching to 
Himſelf upon the Text of Ne Remedy but Patience. 
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Fas CXCIV. 
A Lyon, Aſs and For. 


S an Aſs and a Fax were together upon the Ramble, a Lyon 
Meets them by the Way. The Foxes Heart went Pit-a- 
Pat ; but however, to make the Beſt of a Bad Game, he ers 
a Good Face owt, and up he goes to the Lyon. Sir, ſays he; 
I am come to Offer Your Majeſty a Piece of Service, and [ll 
Caſt my ſelf upon Your Honour for my Own Security. If you 
have a Mind to my Companion, the Aſs here, *is but a Word 
Speaking, and You ſhall bave him Immediately. Let it be 
Done then ſays the Lyon. So the Fox Trepann'd the Aſs into 
the Toyl, andthe Lyon, when he found he had Him ſure, be- 
gan with the Fox Himſelf, and after that, for his Second Courſe, 
made up his Meal with the Other. 


The MORAL. 


We Love the Treaſon, but we hate the Traytor. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS Fable Adviſes Every Man in Prudence to be ſure of Knowing 
his Company before he Embarque with them in any Great Matter ; Tho 


He thar Betrays his Companion, has the Foxtune commonly to be Betray'd 
Himſelf. 


Here's 


AjJop's FABLES. 


Here's the Folly of the 4ſs in Truſting the Fox that he knew to be a 
Treacherous Companion ; and here's the Xnavery of the Fox in Betraying 
the 4s, which was bur according to his Nature. Now this does not Hin- 
der yet, bur that the Lyon Forfeired a Point of Honour in the Worrying 
of him; And this Fiction throughour is bur the Emblem of Things that 
arc Familiar to us in the World. The I you might have been Allow'd an 
Averſion to the Fox, as a Perficious Creature, but the Devouring of him 
upon thele Terms, was Another Treachery in Himſelf. There may be this 
{11d ar laſt for the Congruity of the Fancy, thata Juſt and a Generous Lyon, 
would not have Sunk to Low as to hold any Communication with a Fox, 
much lets ro Concert with him in his Falte Dealing. But this Lyon was 
meant for the Figure of a Wicked Governor, Conferring upon Frauds with 
Wicked Minilters. Now if he had {par'd the 4/s, for his Simplicity, and 
Pinch'd the Fox for his Pertidy, the Proceeding might have had tome Sem- 
blance of a Generous Equity : But an Honourable Mind will tcorn to make 
Advantage of a Treacherous Inſtrument. That is to fay, by Afſcnting ro 
the Treachery : So that the Moral ſeems to carry more Force with this Bials. 
Upon the Whole Matter, here's the Silly 4/s pays Dear for the Credulity 
and Folly of Keeping Ill Company. The Fox 1s Met withal in his Own 
Way, for Breaking the Faith of Society ; but ſtill there wants fome Judg- 
ment Methinks,to Attend the Lyon ; for He that Encourages once Treaſon, 
docs not only Practice, but Promote Another ; and lays the Foundation 
of a Doctrine, that will come Home to Himſelf in the Concluſion. When 
a Prince fails in Point of Fonour and Common Juſtice, 'tis enough to Stag- 
ger his People in their Faith,and Allegance. Butrhe Lyon here in the Fable, 
came off better then our Political Lyons utually do in the World. 


FaB CXCV. 
A Den and a Dwallow. 


Here was a Fooliſh Hen that ſat Brooding upon a Neſt of 
Snakes Eggs. A Swallow, that Obſerv'd ic, went and told 

her the Danger on't. Little do you think, ſays ſhe, what you 
are at this inſtant a Doing, and that You are juſt now Hatching 
Your Own Deſtruction; for This Good Office will be your 


Ruine. 


The MORAL. 


Tis the Hard Fortune of many a Good Natur'd Man to breed up a Bird to 
Peck out his Own Eyes, in deſpite of All Cautions to the Contrary. 


#jps FABLES. 


KEEFILEAXAILIO XN. 


THIS is the Caſe of Many Pcople in the World, that ſpend their 
Time in Good Ofhces for Others, to the Urttcr Ruinc of Themlclves : And 
rhere's No Better to be Expected from a Wicked Age, and an Ill Natur'd 
People. They that want Forcſight, ſhould do well tro Hearken to Good 
Council. He thar thinks to Oblige Hard-H-arted People by an Officious 
Tendernels, and to fare the Betrer Himlelf for putting it into Their Power 
ro Hurt him, will find only fo much Time, Pains, and Good-Will,utterly 
cat away, at the Foot of his Account. 'Tis Good however, to Hope, and 
to Pretume the Beſt, provided that a Man be Prepar'd for the Worit: Not 
forgetting the Old Proverb, That many a Man brings up a Bird to Peck out 
his Own Ey:s. The Miſtake lies in This, that the Charity begins Abroad 
thar Ought to bzginat Home. They that cannot ice into the End of Things, 
may well be at a Loſs in the Realon of them; and a Well-Meaning Piety is 
the Deſtruction of many an Honeſt Man, that fits Innocently Brooding upon 
the Political Projects of Other People, tho' with the Heart all the While, of 
a Patriot, and a True Friend to the Publique. Tcll him the Conſequences of 
Matters, and that heis now Hatching of Serpents, not of Chickens: A Miſ- 
guided Zeal makes him Deaf and Blind to the True State, and Iſſue of Things. 
He firs his Time out, and what's the End on't ; but the Plot Naturally 
Diſcloſes it {elf in a Common Ruine ? Ir is a Great Infelicity to make a 
Wrong Choice of a Friend : But when Men are Advertisd of the Danger 
beforchand, it isas Greata Faulr if they will rake No Warning. The Hex 
was told on't, but the Swal/ow had rhe Fate, as well as the Gift of Caſſan 
dra; to\peak Truth, and not to be believ'd : Which has been the Misfor- 
rune of many an Honeſt Man in All Times, and particularly in the very Age 
we live in. 


FaB. CXCVI. 
A Pigeon and a Picture. 


Pigeon ſaw the Pifture of a Glaſs with Water in'c, and 

taking it to be Water indeed, flew Raſhly and Ea- 
gerly up to't, for a Soup to Quench her Thirſt. She broke her 
Feathers againſt the Frame of the Pifture, and falling ro the 
Ground upon't, was taken up by the By-Standers. 


The MORAL. 
Raſh Men do many things in Faſt that they Repent of at Leiſure. 


Afep's F ABL 1. 
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REF LEAN 


"F'{S not Goo.| to be Over-Fierce upon any Thing, for fear of Mi- 
flaking,or Milunderſtan: ling the Matter in Quelſlion. Moderation isa High 
Pow of Wildom, and Temerity on the Other Hand, is ever Dangerous : 
For dick arc Subject ro be Couzend with Outward Appearances, "and lo 
take the Vain Images, and Shazows of Things, for the Subſtance. 
All Violent Pallions have ſomewhat in them of the Raſhneſs of 
This Ficeon; and if That Rafſhneſs be not as Fatal in the One Calc, 
as This was in the Other, is a Deliverance that we are more In- 
dcbred for, cither to the Special Grace of an Over-ruling Previ- 
Aence, or to the Mcdiation of That which we call Chance, then to any 
thing of our own Goverment and Direction. One Man may have the Ac- 

vantage of Another in thc Benchrt of a Pretence of Mind, which may lcrve 
in a Great Mcalure, to Fortifhc us againſt Surprizes, and Dithcuities not 
to be foreſeen : Bur a found Judgment is the Refult of fecond Thoughts, 
upon Due Time and Conſideration, which way to bring Matters to a | Fair 
li uc. This Precipitate Temper is little better then a Phyſical Madnels. ; 
for there is ſomewhat of an Alicnation in't, when People proceed, not only 
Wichour, bur Contrary to Reaton. How many Inſtances do we feedaily, 
of Pcople that are Hurry d on, without either Fear or Wit, by Love, 
Hatred, Envy, Ambition, Revenge, &c. to their Own Ruine : which 
comes to the ver) C 'aic of the Frzeons breaking her Wing againit the Pitture ; 3 
and rhe Miſcarriage is Evcry jot as Ridiculous. 


—__ — — — 


Fan. CXCVYII. 


A Pigeon and a Crow. 


Pigcon that was brought up in a Dow ek, was Brag- 

ging to a Crow how Fruitful ſhe was. ever Value 
Your ſelf {ays the Crow upon That Vaniy ; for the More Chil- 
dren, the moe Sorrow. 


The MORAL. 


Many Children are a Great Bleſſinz ; but a Few Good Ones are a Greater : 
{1 Hazzards Conſider d. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Care, Charge,.and-Hazzard of a Brood of many Children, in 
the Education and Proof of them, does, in a Great Meaſure, Countervail 
the Blefling :- Elpecially where they are gotten in a State of Slavery. Sor- 
roW and Vecxation is Entail'd upon the whole Race of Mankind. We are 
Begotten tot, We are Borntot; and, as it has Delcenucd to us, {o it 1s 
by us to be | [ afided down to Thoſe that come after us. The Strets of the 

Fable lies upon the HiZ2tnd of haying a Numerous Stock of Children, 
whuch 
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which muſt of of Neceſſity, whether they PI or Dye, furniſh Mar atter of 
Grcat Anxicty to the Parents. The Loſs of them i3 Grievous to us. The 
Milcarria Te of them, by falling into Lew'd and Vicious Courles, is much 
Worſe : And one ſuch Dilappointment 1s ſuftcient to Blaſt rhe Comfort 
of Allthe Reit. Nay the very Poſlibility, or rather the Likelihood and 
Odds, that ſome out of ſuch a Number will Prove Ungracious and Rebel. 
lious, makes our Beds Uncaſic to us ; Fills our Heats and our Hearts 
with Carking Thoughts, and keeps us in Anxicty Night and Day for fear 
they thould be lo, and prove like Vipers, ro Eat out thc Belly of their 
Own Mothers. 
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FaB CXCVIII. 


A Woman an.! her Two Daughters. 


Woman that had Two Daughters, Bury'd one of them, and 

Mourners were Provided to Attend the Funeral. The 
dur viving Daughter Wonder'd to fee Strangers ſo Much concern'd 
at the Lols of her Silter,and her Neareſt Relations lo Little. Pray 
Mother, ſays ſhe, What's the Realon of This? Oh, ſays the 
Mother, We that are a-Kin to her, are never the Better for Cry- 
ing, bur the Strangers have Money for'. 


The MORAL. 


Alourners are as Mercenary as Common Proſtitutes ; They are at His Ser- 


vice that lids Moſt for them. 


REFLEXION 


NERAT Tears are only Civilitics of Couric, but there muſt be 
W wa of Hands yet, and Ejulations, lome where or Other; and where 
the Relations are not in humour fort, tis the Faſhion ro Provide Mer- 
cenaries todo the Office: The Moral of This will reach to All the 
Pompous Solemaitics of our Mourning Proceſlions, which upon the Whole, 
Amount to no more then Drels and Pageantry, to make the Show look 
wiutmal, and {o many Sowre Faces that arc Hird ro Adorn the /Hipocrifre. 
This was the Hidows Cale, that Cry'd her {elf Half Mad and Blind with 
a Thou:and Paſſionate Interjetions, for the Lols of her Dear Husband. 


* [ Never ſo Dear, fo Dear a Man') This Woman, | lay (when [he had done 


A!l This, and Renounc'd the World, the Fleth and the... Devil, with as 
much Solemnity as ever ſhe did in her Baprtilm) was at the Long-Lalt pre- 
vail'd upon to hear the Will read: But when the found in the Conclution, 
that the //ear Man the fo often call'd/upon, had left her Nothing that he 
could keep from her, bur her Weilding-Ring and her Apron-Strings, Up the 
{tarted, (pd her Eyes, Raisd her Voice, [ And is This all with a P: x] ſhe 
cry; aa with Thoſe Words in her Mouth, ſhe came toher 1c!f again. 
Now Tis Widow, in the Pure Strength of Fleſh and Bloo : cry'd as Ar- 
rattty for Morey as the Merceaarics in the Fabke<* * 


LEjop's  F A'BLES. 


Fas CXCIX. 


A Shepherd and his Sheep. 


N Old time when Sheep fed like Hogs upon Acorns, a Shep- 
herd drove his Flock into a Little Oak-Wood, ſpread his 
Coat under a Tree, and up he went to ſhake 'em down ſome 
Maſt. The Sheep were ſo Keen upon the Acorns, that they 
Gobbled up now and then a Piece of the Coat along with 'em. 
When the Shepherd cook Notice of it: What a Company of 
Unograteful Wrerches are you,, ſays he, , that Cloath all Other 
People that have No Relation to you, and yer Strip Your Ma- 
ſter, that gives ye both Food and Protection ! 


The MORAL: 


The Belly has no Ears ; aud a Ravenous Appetite Guttles up whatever is 
Before it, without any regard either to Things or Perſons. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS a Freak mightily in Faſhion among ſome People to Aﬀet a Sin- 
gularity in their Lives and Manners, and to Live in a Dire&t Oppoſition 
ro the Ordinary Rules of Prudence and Goo Nature, As in returning E- 
vil for Good for the Purpoſe ; Nay, and in ſome Caſes, Good for Evil 
ro0; Where 'ris done more to be icen of Men then for God fake, and 
where the Vanity of Doing it Deſtroys the Merit of the Vertue. The 
Fable will alſo bear This Moral, That Eager Appetites have not a Right 
Taſt of Things ; for the Coat goes down as well as the Acorns : Burt the 
main Screls of it falls upon Thole that Rob Peter,as we fay,to Pay Paul, and 
take che Bread our of their Maſters Months to give it to Strangers. And 
the Kindneſs of the Maſter is yet a Further Aggravation of the Crime; 
We have abundance of Caſes in PraCtice, as well as in Stoty, that ſtrike 
upon This Topique. Have we never read of a Sacrilegious Convocation of 
Divines, that at the ſame Time that they liv'd upon the Altar, Betray'd it ; 
and while they Robb'd God himſelf of his Due, Divided the Spoils of the 
Church among the Rabble. Have we never heard of Men that Gobbled 
the Privileges and Revenues of the Crown, and then Squander'd them as 
Way in Donatives upon the Common People 2 Or, What ſhall we fay of 
the Scofling Atheiſt, rhar rurns all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul, 
as much as in him lies, to the Reproach of his Maker, and yer at the ſame 
tine too as Pleaſant Company to the Workd as the Wit of a Libertine can 
make him. What is all This now but a Sheep Stripping his Maſter, and 
Cloathing Strangers. 


Aſs FABLES. 


£7 Wi # 4 


Jupiter and a Yerds-man. 


Herds-man that had loſt a Calf out of his Grounds, ſent 

up and down afterit; and when he could get No Ty. 
dings on'r, he berook himſelf at laſt ro bis Prayers, according to 
the Cuſtom of the World, when People are brought to a Forc'd. 
Put. Great _— (ſays he) Do but ſhew me the Thief that 
ſtole my Calf, and I'll give thee a Kid for a Sacrifice. The 
Word was no ſooner pals'd ; butthe Thief appear'd ; which was 
indeed a Lyon. This Diſcovery put him to his Prayers once a- 
oain, I have not forgotten my Vow, ſays he, but now thoy 
haſt brought me to the Thief, I'll make Thar Kid a Bull, ifchou'lt 
but ſer me Quit of him again, 


The MORAL. 


by cannot be too Careful, and Conſiderate what Vows, and Promiſes we 
make ; for the very Granting of our Prayers turns many times to our 
Utter Ruine. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS Fable Condemns All Raſh Vows and Promiſes, and the Un- 
ſtecadyneſs of Thoſe Men that are firſt mad to have a Thing, and as ſoon 
Weary of it. Men ſhould Conſider well before hand what they Promiſe, 
what they Vow; nay, and what they Wiſh for, leaſt chey ſhould be Ta- 
ken at their Words, and afterward Repent. We make it Half our Bus'nels 
to Learn out, Gain, and Compals thoſe Things, which when we come to 
Underſtand, and to have in our Poſſefſion, we'd give the whole Earth to 
be Rid of again : Wherefore he that Moderates his Deſires withour laying 
any Streſs upon Things Curious, or Uncertain ; and Reſigns himſelf in 
All Events to the Good Pleaſure of Providence, ſucceeds Beſt in the Go- 
vernment of his Fortune, Life, and Manners. The Herds-man was in 2 
State of Freedom, we ſee, till he made himſelf a Voluntary Slave, by En- 
tering into a Dangerous, and Unneceſſary Vow ; which he could neither 
Contract without Folly, nor Keep without Loſs and Shame; For Heaven 
15 neither to be Wheedled, nor Brib'd. Men ſhould fo Pray as not to Re- 
pent of their Prayers, and turn the moſt Chriſtian and Neceſlary Office 
of our Lives into aSin. We muſt not Pray ia One Breath to Fixd a Thick, 
and inthe Next to get ſhur of him. 
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Ajps FABLES. 
FARK TAL 


\ Gnat Challenges a 'Lyon. 
\ S a Lyon was Bluſtering in the Forreſt, up comes a Gnat to 


his very Beard, and Enters into an Expoſtulation with 
him upon the Points of Honour and Courage. What do | Va- 
lue your Teeth, or your Claws, ſays the Guat, that are bur the 


Arms ot Every Bedlam Slut? As to the Matter of Reſoluti- - 


on ; defy ye to put That Point immediately to an iſſue. So 
the Trumpet Sounded and the Combatants Enter'd the Liſts. 
The Gnat Charg'd into the Noſtrils of the Lyon, and there 
Twing'd him, nll he made him Tear himſelf with his Own 
Paws. And1in the Concluſion he Maſter'd the Lyon. Upon 
This, a Retreat was Sounded, and the Gnat flew his way : Bur 
by Ill. hap afterward, in his Flight, he ſtruck into a Cobweb, 
where the /iftor fell a Prey to a Spider: This Diſgrace went to 
the Heart of him, after he had got the Better of a Lyon to be 
Worlted by an Inſe8. 


The MORAL. 


'Tis in the Power of Fortune to Flimble the Pride of the Mighty, Veu by 
the moſt Deſpic ible Means, and to make a Gnar Triumph over a Lyon : 


IVhercfore let no Creature, - vp Great or how Little ſoever, Preſume ON 


the Ore fade, or | eſpair on the Other. 


REFLEATD 


THERE is Nothing cither fo Great, or ſo Little, as not to be 
Lyablc to the Vicitiitudes of Fortune, whether for Good or for Evil. A 
Miſerable F/y 1s fufficient we fee, to take down the Stomach of a Lyoxs : 
And then to Correct rhe Intulting Vanity of That #/y, it falls the next 
Moment into th: Toyl of a Spzder. Tis Highly Improvident not to 
Obviate ſma!l Things ; and as Ridiculous ro be Batfled by them ; and it 
is not the Force nc ither bur the [mportunity that 1s ſo Vexatious and 
Troublclom to us. The very Teizing of the Lyon Gall'd him more then 


an Arrow at his Heart would have done. The Doctrine is This, Thar 
no Man is to Prelume upon his Power and Greatneſs, when Every Pityful 
Inlect may find our a Way to Dilcompole hum. Bur Thar Pity ful Inſet 
again is not to Value himſelf upon his Victory neither; for the Grat thar 
had rhe Better of the Lyon, in the very next Breath was Worſted by a 


Spid: r. 
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FABLE S 
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Fas. CCIL. 
A Lyon and a Frog, 


Lyon that was Ranging about for his Prey, made a 
Stop all on a Sudden at a Hideous Yelling Noiſe he 
heard, which not a little Startled him. The Sur 
prize put him art firſt into a Shaking Fit ; bur as he 

was looking about, and Preparing for the Encounter of ſome 

Terrible Monſter, what ſhould he ſee but a Pitytul Frog come 

Crawling out from the Side of a Pond. And is This All ? 

(ſays the Lyon) and ſo betwixt Shame and Indignatien he pur 

forth his Paw, and Paſh'd out the Guts on't. 


The MORAL. 


There's no Reſiſting of Firſt Motions ; but upon Second Thoughts we come 
Immediately to our ſelves again. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Surprize of the Lyon 15 to teach us that no Man living can be fo 
Preſent ro Himſelf,as not to be pur beſide his Ordinary Temper upon ſome 
Accidents or Occaſions ; bur then his Philoſophy brings him to a Righr 
Underſtanding of Things, and his Relolution carries him thorough All 
Difficulties. Ic is Another Emphatical Branch of This Emblem, that as the 
Lyon Himſelf was not Thorough-Proof againſt This Fantaſtical A/arwr; 
{o it was but a Poor Wretched Frog all this while, that Dilcompos d him , 
to ſhew the Vain Opinion and Falſe Images of Things, and how apt 
we are to be Tranſported with Thoſe Foolerics, which, it we did but Un- 
derſtand, we ſhould Deſpiſe. Wherefore 'tis the Part of a Brave, and a 
Wite-Man to Weigh, and Examine Matters withour Delivering up him- 
Jelf ro the Uluſon of Idle Fears, and Panick Terrors. It was mm va 
YCLOWW 
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below the Dignity oi a [.yoz to Kill the Poor Creature, but This, however 
may be taid in Plca fort, that he was aſham'd tw leave behind him 2 
Witncts of ts VV caknets. 


Fas. CCill. 
An Ant an a Pigeon. 


N Aut drop Unluckily into the Water as ſhe was Drinking 

at the Side of a Brook. A Wood-Pireon took Pity of her, 
and threw her a little Bough to lay hold on. The Ant fav'd her 
{elf by that Boug}:, and in That very Inſtant, ſpies a Fellow with 
a Birding-Piece, making a Shoot at The Pigcon. Upon This 
Diſcovery , {he preſently runs up tro him and Stings him. 
The Fowler ſtarts, and breaks his Aim, and away flies the 
Poon, 


The MORAL. 


All Creatures have a Senſe of Good Offices, and Providence it ſelf take, 
Care, where Other Means fail, that they may not Paſs Unrewarded. 


ESL EALDO NN, 


THE Practice of Requiting Good Offices is a Great Encouragement 
ro the Doing of them ; and in truth, without Gratitude rhere would be 
Little Good Nature; for there 1s not One Good Man in the World that 
has notnced of Another. This Fable of the Ant is net All-rogether a 
Fiction, for we have many Inſtances of the Force of K:ininvots ; even up- 
on Animals and Inſects : To pals over the Tradition of 4:/rodus's Lyon, 
the Gratitude of Elephants, Dogs and Horles is too Notorious to be De- 
ny'd. Are not Hawks brought ro the Hand, and to the Lure? And in 
like manncr, arc not Lyons, T yerrs, Bears, Wolves, Foxes, and other 
Beaſts of Prey Reclaim'd by Good Uſage ? Nay, I have ſeen a Tame 
Spider, and "tis a Common Thing to have a Lizzard come tro Hand. Man 
only is the Creature, that ro is Shame, no Benefits can Oblige, no nor 
Secure, even from {ceking rhe Ruine of his Benefactor: So that This 
P.(mire fets us a Leſſon here in her Thankfulncts to her Preſerver. 


Barlmdu's FABLES 


FAB. CCIV. 


A Peacock and a-Pye. 


N the Days of Old, the Birds liv'd at Random in a Lawleſs 
State of Anarchy ; but in time they began ro be Weary on'r, 
and Mov'd tor the Setting up of a King. The Peacock Yalu'd 
himſelf upon his Gay Feathers, and put in forthe Office : The 
Pretenders were heard, the Queſtion Debated ; and the Choice 
fell upon the Poll to King Peacock: The Vore was no ſooner 
paſs'd bur up ſtands a Pye with a Speech in- his Mouth ro This 
Effe&t : May i pleaſe your Majeſty, ſays he, We ſhould be glad to 
Know, in Caſe the Eagle ſhould fall upon us in your Reign, as ſhe has 
formerly done, how will you be able to Defend us ? 


The MORAL. 


In the Bus neſs of either Erefling, or Changing a Government, it ought 
to be very well Confider d before hand, what may be the Conſequences, in, 
caſe of [ach a Form, or ſuch a Perſon. 


REFLEXION. 


KINGS arc not to be Choſen for the Beauty or the Gracefulnelſs of 
their Perſons, but for the Reputation they have in the World, and the 
Endowments of their Minds. This Fable ſhews likewiſe the Neceſlity 
of Civil Ordcr, and the Danger of I Eletions, where a Factious 
Majoriry commonly Governs the Choice. Take the Plurality of the 
World, and they are neither Wiſe,nor Good ; and if they be left ro Them- 
ſelves, they will Undoubtedly Chuſe ſuch as They Themſelves Are. "Tis 
the Miſery of Elefive Governments, that there will be Erernally Corruption 
and Parrtiality in the Choice ; for there's a Kind of a Tacir Covenant in the 
Cale, that the King of their Own making ſhall make his Makers Princes 
too : So that they Work for Themſelves all this while not for the Pub- 
lique ; But the Fyes Queſtion ſtopr all their Mourhs, and it was Wiſely let 
fall roo without a Reply, to Intimate that it was Unanſwerable. 


—Barlmdu's FABLES, 


Fas CCY. 
An Jmpertinent Dr. and his Patient. 


Phyſician was told One Morning that a Certain Patient of 

his was Dead, why then the Lord's Will be Done, fays he: 
We are All Mortal ; but if This Man would have forborn 
Wines, and Us'd Clyſters, I'd have Warranted his Life This 
Bout for God-a-Mercy. Well, ſays one, but why did you not 
rather give him This Advice when it might have done him 
Good, then ſtand Talking of itto no manner of Purpoſe Now 
the Man is Dead ? 


The MOR AL. 


'1is to no Purpoſe to think of Recalling Teſterday ; and when the Stecd is 
Stoll'n, of Shutring the Stable Door. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS Fable Recommends to'us the Doing of Every thing in its Due 
Seaſon, for cither too Soon or roo Late ſignifies Nothing. It is but making 
Almanac ks for the Laſt Tear, to ſtand Talking what Might have þecn done ; 
when the Time of Doing it is paſt. When a Bartle is Loſt, This or That, 
we ſay, might have Prevented it. When a Tumult is Emprov'd into a 
Rebellion, and a Government Over-turn'd by'r, 'tis juſt to 2s much pur- 
poſe to ſay, This or That might have Sav'd All ; As for our Dr. here to 
lay, when his Patient was Dead, rhat it was for want of going (uch or ſuch 
a way to Work. We have abundance of Theſe Wiſe-Mcn in _the World 
thar are ſtill looking backward without ſeeing One Inch of the way before 
them. Not bur that the Experience of Things Paſt,may be very Inſtructive 
to us toward the Making of a Right Judgment upon Things to come, bur 
in ſuch a Cale as This, it is wholly Vain and Unprofitable to all manner 
of Intents. * *Tis the BusS'nefs of a Subſtantial and Well-Grounded WiC: 
dom, to be ſtill looking forward from the Firſt Indifpoſitions into the 
Growth and Progreſs of the Diſeaſe. Ir Traces the Advance of Dangers 
ſtep by ſtep, and ſhews us the Riſe and Gradations of rhe Evil, and gives 
us Light, either toward the Preventing, or the Suppreſling of it. We have 
in ſuch an Inſtance as This, rhe means before us of a True and an Uſeful 
Perception of Things, whereas Judgments that are made on the Wrong-ſide 
of the Danger, Amount to no more then an Aﬀetation of Skill, without 
eirher Credit or Ette&t. Let Things be done when they May be done, and 
When, and As they Ought to be done : As for the Doctor's 1fing upon the 
Bus'ncſs, when his Patzent was Dead, it was juſt to as much purpoſe as if 
he had Blown Wind in's Breech. 
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Fas CCVI. 
A Lyon, Aſs and For. 


Here was a Hunting-Match agreed upon berwixt a Lyong 
an Aſs, and a Fox, and they were to go Equal Shares in the 
Booty. They ran down a Brave Stag, and the Aſs was to 
Divide the Prey; which he did very Honeſtly and [nnocently into 
Three Equal Parts, and left the Lyon to take his Choice : Who 
never Minded the Dividend ; bur in a Rage Worry'd the 4s, and 
then bad the Fox Divide ; who had the Wit ro make On y One 
Share of the Whole, laving a Miſerable Pittance that he Re. 
{erv'd for Himſelf. The Lyon highly approv'd of his Way of 
Diſtribution ; bur Prethee Remard, lays he, who taught thee to 
Carve? Why truly lays the Fox, I had an 4/s to my Maſter ; and 
it was His Folly made me Wile, 


The MORAL. 


There muſt be no Sharers in Sovereignty. Court-Conſcieace is Policy. The 
Folly of One Man makes Another Man Wiſe ; as one Min Grows Rich 
upon the Ruines of Another. 


REFLEAION. 


THIS Fable is ſufficiently Moralliz'd Elſewhere ; but it e1Ves us fur- 
ther tro Underſtand, that Experience is the Miſtreſs of Knaves as well as 
of Fools. Here was the Innocence of the 4f5, and the Craft of the Fox, 
Both in One. He fav'd his Skin by the Modeſty of the Diviſion, and 
left enough for himſelf too, over and aboye / For 4ſſes are No great 
lienſon Eaters. 


| Fas CCVII. 


A Wolfe and a Kid. 


S a Wolfe was paſſing by a Poor Country Cottage, a Kid 
ſpy'd him through a Peeping-Hole in the Door ; and 

lent a Hundred Curles along with him. Sirrah (ſays the Wolfe) 
if lhad ye out of your Caſtle, I'd make ye give Better Lan- 


QUAYE. 


CO e—— —c  -_ 2 —  — -- _ - —_— - 


Bar 1 ondus's F AB L E [Y 


C——_— —— — — — — —— , 
- - —_— - _ 


Y* — —— 


The M ORAL. 
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4 Coward in his Caſtle, makes a Great Dea: more B!:ſſ:?r teu a 
of [Tononr, 


EESILEXLO N. 


THE Advantages of Time and Place are enough to make a Poulrron 
Valiant, There's Nothing lo Couragious as a Cowar. 1t you put him 
out of Danger. This way of Braw!] "and Ulamour, 1s {o Arrant a Mark 
of a Daltardly Wretch, that he docs as good as Ca!l himlclf fo that Ules 
it The #id behind the Door has the Priviledge of a Lord Mayors Fool. 
He's under Protection : he One 1s Scurritous, and the Other Saucy ; 
and yet Theſe arc the Two Qualitics that pals but too frequently 1n che 

ord for Wit an\l Vaiour. 


Fap, CCVIIL. 
An Afs to Jupiter. 


Certain Aſs that ſerv'd a Gard'ner, and did a great deal 

of Work for a very Little Meat, fell ro his Prayers for 
Another Maſter. Jupiter Granted his Requeſt, and turn'd him 
over to a Potter, where he found Clay and Tile ſo much a Hea- 
vyer Burden then Roots and Cabbage, that he went to his 
Prayers once again for Another Change. His next Maſter was 
a Tanner; and there, over and above the Encreaſe of his Work, 
the very Trade went againſt his Stomach : For (ſays he) 1 have 
been only Pinch'd in my Fleſh, and Well Rib- Roaſted ſome- 
times under may Former Maſters ; 3 but I'm In now for Skin and 
All. 


The MORAL. 


4 Man that is ever Shifring aud Ch: ming, is not, in truth, ſo Weary of 
his Condition, as of Himſelf; And He Fay /ti l, Carries pl. ut him the 
Plague of a Reſtleſs Mind, can never be ple, "A. 


KEFILEAITION 


TIS a High Point of Prudence for any Man to be Contcut with his 
Lot. For tis Forty to One that he that Changes his Condition our of a 
Preient Impartience and Diſhtisfaction, when he has try da New one, Wiſhes 
for his Old One again ; and Briefly, the more we thift rhe Worle Com- 
monly we Arc. This Ariſes from the Inconſtancy of our Minds, and One 
Prayer does but make way for Another. Thoſe People, in fine, that 


arc 
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are Deſlind to Drudgery may well Change their Maſters ; but never 
their Condition. 

He that finds himlclt in any Diftrels cither of Carcaſs or of Fortune, 
ſhould do well ro Deliberate upon the Matter, before he Prays for, or Rc- 
ſolves upon a Change. As for Example now,what is it that Troubles me 2? 
Is there any Help for't or no ? What do want? Is it Matter of Neeetlity 
or Super tluty ? Where am | to look for't 2 How ſhall I come art it > &c. © 

Now All our Grievances are cither of Body or of Mind, or (in Com- 
plication) of Both, and cither the Remedy is in our Own Power, or it is 
not, There arclome Things that we cannot do for our ſclves without the 
Help of Others : There are ſome Things again that Other People Cannor 
do for Us, nor arc they any way cl{ero be done bur by Our ſelves. In the 
One Caſe we are to {eek abroad for Relicf, and in rhe Other, Whoever 
Conlults his Reaſon, and his Duty, will find a Certain Cure at Home - 
So that it goes a Great way in the Philolophy of Humane Life, to Under- 
ſtand the Juſt Meaſures of what we arc Able to do, and what we are Ob- 
lig'd to do, in Diſtinction from the Contrary; for Otherwiſe we ſhall 
ſpend our Days with /&/op's Als in Hunting after Happineſs where it is not 
to be found, without ever Looking for't where it is. Tis allow'd us, to 
be ſenſible of Broken Limbs, and Diſcaled Bodies : And Common Prudence 
{ends us ro Surgeons and Phylicians, to Piece, and Patch them up a- 
gain. But in Theſe Cales we Examine the Why, the What, and the How 
of Things, and Propoſe Mcans Accommodate to the End. "Tis Natural to 
be Mov'd with Pain, and as Natural! to Seck Relicf; And it is well done 
at laſt, ro do 'That which Nature bids us do; But for Imaginary Evils, 
Every Man may be his Own Doctor. They are Bred in our Aﬀections, 
and we may Eatc our ſelves. If the Queſtion had becna Spavin, or a Gall'd 
Back, and the Aſs had Perition'd to Fepiter for Another Farryer, it might 
have been a very Realonabl2 Requeſt. Now if he had bur Pitch'd upon 
fuch or ſuch a Particular Maſter, it might have done well enough too : 
Bur to grow Weary of One Maſter, or of One Condition,and then to be pre- 
lently Wiſhing in General Terms for Another : This is only an Inconſi- 
derate Ejaculation thrown oft ar Random, without cither Aim or Reaſon. 
Upon the Whole Martrer, it is but laying our own Faults at the Door of 
Nature and Providence, while we Impurte the Infirmicics of our Minds to 
the Hardſhip of our Lot. 

To procecd according to the Diitribution of my Matter; it is much with 
Us in This Caſe, as it was with the Man that fell from his Horle and 
could not get up again. He was fure he was Hurt, he ſaid, but could not 
tell Where. Thar is to fay, fr/t our Grievances are Fantaſtical where they 
are not Corporal. 2/y. Ir 1s Anorher Error in us, that in All aur Fantaſti- 
cal Diſappointments, we have Recourſe to Fantaſtical Remedies. 3/y. Pro- 
vidience has Allotted Every Man a Competency for his State and Bug'neſs. 
All beyond it is Superfluous, and there will be Grumbling withour End, if 
wecome to reckon upon't, that we want This or That becauſe we Have 
it Not, inſtead of Acknowledging that we Have This or That, and that 
we want Nothing. Theſe Things duly Weigh'd, what can be more Pro- 
vidential then tlic Bleſſing of having an Antidote within our felves againſt 
all the Strokes of Forrune/ That 1s to ſay, in the Worſt of Extremiries, 
We have yet the Comforr left us of Conſtancy, Patience, and Reſignation. 
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'Tis nor for a Wiſe and an Honeſt Man, to ſtand Expoſtulating with 
the Nature of 'ihings. AS for In{tance, Why ſhould not I be This or 
That, or bc {6 or fo, as well as He or Tother? Bur I ſhould rather fay to 
my jeif after This manner. Am not I the Creature of an Almighty 
Po 2r; and 15 1tnot the Same Power and Wiſdom that Made and Order'd 
The World, that has Afiign'd me this Place, Rank or Station.int ? This 
Body, This Soul, "This every Thing 2 Whar I am, I muſt be, and there's 
no Contending with Invincible Necefſity ; No Diſputing with an Incom- 
prehenſible Wiidom : To tay Nothing of the Impicty oft Appcaling from 
an Incxplicable Goodnets. If 1 can Mend my Condition by any Warrant- 
able Induſtry and Vertue, the Way 1s Fair and Open; And That's a Pri- 
viledge that Every Reaſonable Creature has 1n his Commilliion : Bur with- 
out Fixing upon ſome Certain Scope, anc Preſcribing Juſt and Honour- 
able Ways tor, rhere's Nothing to be done. Tis a Wicked Thing to Re 
pine ; and 'tis as Bootlels, and Uncaly too; for One Reſtlets Thought, 
Begers, and Puniſhes Another. We are not ſo Miterable in our Own 
Wants, as in what Orhers Enjoy : And then our Levity 15 as Great a 
Plague to us as our Envy, fo that we need Nothing more then we have, 
but Thankfulnceſs, and Submiſtion, to make us Happy. It was not the. 
Ground of the Aſſes Complaint, that ix was Worſe with Z//m then with 
Other Aſſes ; but becauſe he was an 4ſs: And he was not fo Sick of his 
Maſter, as of his Work. His Fortune was well enough for fuch an Ani- 
mal, (o long as he kept himſelf within his Proper Sphere and Bus'neſs : 
Bur if the Stones in the Wall will be taking upon them to Reproach the 
Builder; and if Nothing will pleaſe People unleſs they be Greatcr then 
Nature ever Intended rhem ; What can they Expect, but the 4ſes Round 
of Vexatious Changes, and Experiments ; and at Jaſt, when they have 
made Themſelves Weary and Ridiculous, cen glad to fet up their Reſt up- 
on the very Spot were they Started, 
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FAR CCIX. 
A UUoman and cr Patds. 


T was the Way of a Good Houſewifely Old Woman, to call up 
her Maids Every Morning juſt at the Cock-Crowing.. The 
IYenches were loth to Riſe fo ſoon,and lo they laid their Heads to- 
gether, and Kill'd the Poor Cock : for, lay they, if it were not for 
his Waking our Dame, ſhe would not Wake ws : But when the 
Good Woman's Clock was gone, ſhe'd Miſtake the Hour many 
times, and call 'em up at Midnight : So that inſtead of Mend- 
ing the Matter, they found ' themſelves m a Worſe Condition 
Now then Before. 
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The MORAL. 


One Frror makes way for Another. Firſt, we Complain of ſmall things : 
[hen we Shift, and infteal of Mendinz the Matter, we find it W orſe, till 
it comes at Laſt ro the Tinker s Work of Stopping One Hole, and ma- 
king Icn. 


REFLEASDN 


TIS a Common Thing for People that are Uneaſy, to fly to Reme- 
dies that are Worſe then the Diſcale ; Wherefore Men ſhould Deliberate 
before they Reſolve ; and fay ro Themſelves, This we ſuffer ar Preſent, 
and "This or That we Propole to Get by tuch and fuch a Change ; and fo 
ſer the One againſt the Orher. The Wenches were call'd up too Early, 
they thought, and fo for fear of having too Little Sleep, they ran the 
Rilque of having no Slcep ar all. And it fares much ar the ſame Rare in 
Publique Grievances that it docs in Private ; When rather then bear the 
Importunity of a Fica-biting, we are apt to run our ſelves Hand over Head 
into a Bed of Scorpions; which is ſuch another kind of an Expedient, as 
if a Body ſhould Beat out his Brains to Cure the Head-Ach. Fleſh and 
Bloud is Naturally Impatient of Reſtraint; beſide the Itch and Curiolity 
that we have, to be Prying and Scarching into Forbidden Secrets; and to 
{ee (as one lays) What Good is in Evil, Tis Natural to us to be Weary of 
what we have, and ſtill ro be Hankering after ſomething or other that we 
have Not : And fo our Levity Puſhes us on from One Vain Delireto Ano- 
ther, in a Regular Viciſſirude, and Succellion of Cravings and Sarticty. 
We want (as I ſay) what we have not, and grow Sick on't when we have 
it. Now the Wile Man Clears the Whole Matter to us, in Pronouncing 
All things under the Sun ( That is to fay, the Pomp, the Plealures, and the 
Enjoyments of This World) to be Yanity of Vanities, and Af, Vanity. 
The Truth of it is, we Govern our Lives by Fancy, rather then by Judg- 
ment. We Miſtake the Realons of Things, and Impure the [flue of them 
to Wrong Cauſes. So that the Leſſon given us here, is Preceptive to us, 
not to do any thing but upon due Contideration. The Wenches Killd rhe 
Cock for calling them up fo ſoon, whereas the Crowing of the Cock was 
the Caulc, in Truth, that rhey werecail'd up no fooner. 
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Fas. CCX. 
A Lyon and a Goat. 


L yon ſpy'd a Goat upon the Crag of a High Rock, and ſo 

A call'd out ro him afcer this Manner : Hadſt not thou 
better come Down now, ſays the Lyon, into This Delicate Fine 
Meadow ? Weil, ſays the Goat, and ſo perhaps I would, if ic 
were not for the Lyon that's there Before me : But I'm for a Lite 


of Safety, rather then for a Life of Pleaſure. Your Pretence is 
the 
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the Filling of My B:Ily with Good Grals ; but your Bus'nels is 
the Cramming ot your Own Guts with Good Goats*Fleſh i 
that 'tis for your Own Sake, not Mine, that you'd have me 
come down. 


b 


—_ SULLAL 


There's no Truſt ine to the Formal Civilities and Invitations of an Enemy, 
and his Reaſontnzs are but Snares when he pretends to Adviſe Hs for 


our Good. 
SE ESSEEAXIDO N 


H E that Adviſes Another to his Own Advantage, may be very Rea- 
ſonably Sulpeed ro give Councel for his Own Ends. It may fo fall Our, 
tis Truc, as to be Profitable for Both : Bur all Circumſtances would be 
Well Examin'd in ſuch a Caſc before we "Truſt. This is the Song of your 
Men of Prey, as well as of your Beaſts of Prey, when they Ser up for 
the Good of rhe Goats and the Common People. How many Fine Things 
have we had told ns in the Memory of Man, upon the Subject of our Li- 
berties, Properties, and Religion, and the Delivering of us from the Fears 
and Jealouftes of Lhletry.cod Arbitrary Power | And what was the Fruit of 
All This in the End, but Viſion and Romance on the Promiſing Hand, and 
an Exchange of Imaginary Chains, for Real Locks and Bolts, on the Other : 
Bur Aſop's Beaſts ſaw farther into a Mill-ſtone thcn our Mobile: And that 
the Lyon's Invitation of the Goat from the Rocks into the Fool's Paradiſe 
of a Delicate Sweer Meadow, fignify'd no morc in Plain Enz/iſb, then 
Come down that I may Fat ye. 


yy 
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A Uultur's Invitation. 


HE Pultwr took up a Fit of very Good Humour once, 

and Invited the Whole Nation of the Birds ro make 

Merry with him, upon the Anniverſary of his Birth-Day. The 

Company came z The Yultur ſhuts the Doors upon them, and 
Devours his Gueſts inſtead of Treating them. 


The MORAL. 


There's no Meddling with any Man that hu neither Faith, Flonour, nor 
Good Nature in him. 
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REFFLEAST MN 


"TIS Dangerous Truſting to ſpecious Pretexts of Civility and Kinc- 
nels, where People are not well atfurd of the Faich and Good Nature of 
Jhoſe they have to Jo withall; In which caſe, the Butchery, and the 


Breach of Hoſpitaliry Reprelented in This Fable, under a Maſque of 


Friendſhip, was no more, then what might Realonably enough be Expect- 
el! under fuch Circumſtances. There are Men of Prey as well as Beaſts 
ant Birds of Prey, and for Thoſe that Live upon, and Delight in Bloud, 
there's no Truſting of them : for let them pretend what they will, they 
Govern themielves, and rake their Mealures according to their Intercſts, 
and Appetites. 'Tis a Hard Cale yet, for Mcn to be forcd upon Ill Na- 
ture, in their Own Defence, and to fuſpe&t the Good Faith of Thoſe, thar 
give us All the Proteſtations and Aſſurance of Friendſhip, and Fair Deal- 
ing that One Man can give Anorher. Nay the very Sufpicion is an Afroar, 
and almoſt tuthcicnt to Authorize ſome fort of Revenge. He that Vio- 
lates the Neceſſary Truſt and Confidence that One Man ought to Repoſe 
in Another, docs what in Him lics, to Diſlolve the very Bond of Humane 
Society ; for there's no Treachery {o Cloſe, fo Sure, and fo Pernicious, as 
That which Works undcra Veil of Kindneſs. We fer Toyls, Nets, Gins, 
Snares, and Traps for Beaſts and Birds tis True; and we Bait Hooks for 
Filhkes: Bur All This is done in their Own Haunts, and Walks, and with- 
out any Seal of Faith and Confidence 1n the Matter: bur to break the 
Laws of Hoſpitality, and Tendernels; To Betray our Gueſts under our 
Own Roofs, and to Murder them at our Own Tables; This is a 
Prattice only for Men and Yulturs to be Guilty of. 


— 


Far CCXII. 
Bulſtards an! Cranes. 


Oine Sports-men that were abroad upon Game, ſpy'd a 
g Company of Buſtards and Cranes a Feeding together, and 
lo made in upon 'em as faſt their Horſes could carry them. The 
Cranes that were Light, took Wing immediately, and fav'd 
themſelves, but the Buſtards were Taken ; for they were Fat, 
and Heavy, and could nor Shift ſo well as the Other. 


The MORAL 


Lit of Body and Lizht of Purſe,comes much to a Caſe inT roubleſome T imes ; 
Only the One (aves himſelf by his Afivity, and the Other ſcapes be- 
cauſe te is not worth the Taking. 
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CAMERARIUS makes Thisto be an Emblem of the Taking of a 
Town, wherethe Poor ſcape better rhen the Rich; for rhe One 1s let po, 
and the Other is Plundcr'd and Coop'd up. Bur with Favour of the 
Moraliſts, it was not at the Fowler's Choice, which ro Take,and which to 
L.ct go; for the Cranes were too Nimble, and got away inſpite of him : So 
that This Phanſic ſeems rather to Point at the Advantages that ſome have 
over Others, to make Better ſhift in the World then their Fellows, by a 
Felicity of Make, and Conſtitution, whether of Body or of Mind : Pro- 
vided always, thatthey Play Fair, and Manage all Thote Facultics with 
a Strict Regard to Common Honeſty and Juſtice. 


Fas CCXIII. 


Jupiter and an Ape. 


Upiter took a Fancy once to Summon All the Birds and 
J Beaſts under the Canopy of Heaven to appear before him 
with their Brats, and their Little ones, to ſee which of 'em had 
the prettieſt Children: And who bur the Ape to put her ſelf Fore- 
moſt, with a Brace of her Cubbs in her Arms, for the Greateſt 
Beauties in the Company. 


Fas. CCXIV. 
An Eagle and an Owl. 


Certain Eagle that had a mind to be well ſerv'd, took up 

a Reſolution of Preferring Thoſe that ſhe found moſt a- 
greeable, for Perſon and Addreſs ; and io there paſt an Order of 
Council for All Her Majeſty's Subje@sto bring their Children 
tro Court. They came accordingly, and Every One in their 
Turn was for Advancing their Own : Till at laſt the Ow! fell 
a Mopping, and Twinkling, and told her Majeſty, that if a 
Gracious Meen and Countenance might Entitle any of her Sub- 
jects to a Preference, ſhe Doubted not but her Brood would be 
look'd upon in the Firſt Place ; for they were as like the Mo- 
ther, as if they hadbeen ſpit out of her Mouth, Upon This, 
the Bord fell all into a Fit of Laughing, and call'd Another 
Caule, ; 


'ss FABLES. 


The Moral of the T'woFabics above. 
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Vo Lody ever fv an Iifawvon od Fol is the i erld yet, Man, or li mean, 
that had 23t a Good Opinion of i' 5 Gra Wit and Beauty. 


REF LAEALT 


SECF Love is the Root of All the Vanities that are ſtruck at in Theſe 
I'wo Fables, and it is ſo Natural an Infirmity, that it makes us Partiat 
even to Thoſe that come of us, as well asto our felves : And then it is fo 
Nicely Divided, beiwixt Picty, Pride, and Weakncls, that in Many Calcs 
tis a hard Matter to Diſlinguith the One from the Other. 'Tis a Frailty 
tor a Man to Think Better of his Children then they Deſerve: Bur then 
there 1s an Impulſe of Tendernels, and of Duty, that gocs along With it, 
and there mult be ſome fort of an Eftcem in the Cale too, for the ſetting 
of That In-bred Aﬀection at Work. The Diffculty lics inthe Mocdicrating 
of the Matter, and in getting the True Medium betwixt being Wanting to 
our Own Flcth and Blood, once Remov'd, and Aſſuming too much to our 
ſclves. Let the Attachment be what it will, we muſt not ſuffer our Judg- 
ments to be cither Pervertcd, Blinded, or Corrupted by any Partiality of 
Prepolicfſions whatloever. 

The Moral here before us, Extends to the Fruits and Productions of the 
Brain, as weil as of the Body ; and to Deformities in the matter as well of 
Underſtanding, as of Shape. We are Taught here Principally, Two Things; 
Firſt, how Ridiculous it is for a Man to Dote upon Fops and Buffoons,tho' ne- 
ver lo much the Iiluc of his Own Head and Loins; And yet 2/y.How Prone 
we are to Indulge our Own Errors, Follies and Miſcarriages, in Thought, 
Word, and Deed. The World has Abundance of Theſe Apesand Owls in't: 
So that Whoever docs but look abour him, will find ſo many Living Illu- 
{trations of This Emblem, that more Words upon the Subje&t would be 
necdlels. 


0 — OOO mo os 2” Www __ © EEE 9 9 em _ _ 


——  —  —__— 


ANIANLU Se 


Fas. CCXV. 
-0 
An Oak and a Willow. 


Here happen'd a Controverſte betwixt an Oak and a Willow, 

upon the Subje& of Strength, Conſtancyand Patience, and 

which of the Two ſhould have the Preference. The Oak Up- 

braided the Willow, that it was Weak and Wavering, and gave 

way to Every Blaſt. The Willow made no Other Reply, then 

that the next Tempeſt ſhould Reſolve That Queſtion. Some 

very lictle while after This Diſpute, it Blew a Violent Storm. 

The Willow Ply'd, and gave way to the Guſt, and ſtill recover'd 

it ſelf again, without receiving any Damage : Bur the Vak was 
Stubborn, and chole rather to Break then Bend. 


The MORAL. 


A Stiff and a Stubborn Obſtmacy, is not ſo much Firmneſs, and Reſolution, 
as Willfullneſs. A Wiſe and a Steady Man bends only in the Proſpedt of 


Riſmng azaim. 
REFLEXAILIS 


THERE are Many Caſes, and Many Seaſons, wherein, Men muſt cither 
Bend or Break : Burt Conſcience, Honour, and Good Manners, are firſt 
to be Contulted. When a Tree is Preſs'd with a ſtrong Wind,the Bratiches 
may Yield, and yer the Root remain Firm. Bur Diſcretion is to Govern 
us, Where anc! when we may be Allow'd ro Temporize, and where, and 

then not. When Bending or Breaking is the Queſtion, and Men have 
No Other Choice beforethem, then cither of Complying, or of being Un- 
done ; tis No Eaſic Matter to Diſtinguiſh, Where, When, How, or ro 
\Whar Degree, to Yicld to the Importunity of the Occaſion, or the _ 
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ct1'ty of the Times. It isa Certain Rule, tis true (but a General One) 
't hat No 1/7 is to Le done that Good may come of it : Now the Point will be 
at latt, what's Simply Good or Evil ; What in the —— and how 
far the [n:cn:40n,or the Probable Conſequences of tuch,or fuch an Action, may 
Qualijie the Caſe : Taking This Conſideration along with us too, that we 
are under a Great Temptation to be Partial 1n favour of our fclves, in the 
Matter of Eale, Profit, or Safery. 

The Firſt Point to be Prefery d Sacred,and from whence a Man is never to 
Depart, though for the Saving of his Lite, Liberty, Popular Credit, or 
Eilate ; That Firſt Point, Hay, is Conſcience. Now All Duties are Matter 
of Conſcience, reipeQtively to the Subject that they are Exercis'd upon ; 
Only with This Reſtriction, that a Superior Obligation Diſcharges, or at 
lcalt Sulpends the Force of an Inferior : As to fuch a Circumſtance for the 
Purpoſe, ſuch a Degree, or ſuch a Seaſon. Now there are other Niceties 
allo, as of Honour, Decency, and Diſcretion, Humanity, Modeſty, Reſpect, 
&c. that Border even upon the Indilpenlable Tyes of Religion it ſelf; and 
though they are Not Matter of Conſcience, Simply, and Apart, they are 
yet to ReduRtively, with a Regard ro Orher Conſiderations: Thar is to 
tay, rhough they arc Not fo inthe Abitract, they Become, to by Afﬀinity 
and Connexion : And tuch CivifMarters they are, as fall within the Pur- 
lews of Religion. There arc Tryals of Men, as well as Tryals of Trees, 
Storms or Inundations arc theſame Thing to rhe One, that the Iniquity of 
ſuch or fuch an Age, or ConjunCture, is tothe Other. Now tis not Cou- 
rage but Stomach, that makes many People Break, rather then they will 
Bend ; even though a Yiclding upon That Puntii/o (and witha Good Con- 
{cience too) might perhaps have fav'd a State. Fractures Undoubtedly are 
Dangerous, where the Publick is to be Cruſh'd under the Ruine: Bur yer 
aſter All This Deſcanting, and Modifying upon the Martrter, there's ng [el 
Hazzard on the Yielding-ſide too, then there is on the other. Men may 
be Stiff and Obſtinate, upon a Wrong Ground, and Men may Ply, and 
Truckle too, upon as Falie a Foundation. Our Bodies may be forc'd, bur 
our Minds Cannot : So that Humane Frailty is No Excule for a Criminal 
[mmorality. Where the Law of God and Narure Obliges me, the Plea of 
Humane Frailty can Never Dilcharge me. There's as much Difference be- 
rwixt Bending and Sinking as there is berwixt Breaking and Bending. There 
muſt be no Contending with Infuperable Powers on the One Hand, and 
no Departing from Indiſpenſable Duties on rhe Other : Nox is it the Parr, 
cither of a Chriſtian, or of a Man, to Abandon his Poſt. Now the Juſt 
Medium of This Caſe lies betwixt the Pride, and the Abjeftion of the 
Two Extreams. As the Willow, for the Purpole, Bows, and Kecovers, 
and the Reſignation is Crown'd and Rewarded in the Succeſs. The Oat 
is Stubborn, and Inflexible, and the Puniſhment of That Stiffneſs, is One 
Branch of the Allegory of This Fable. 


jones: FAB L E S. 


Fas CCXVI. 


A Filherman and a Little Fiſh. 


S an Angler was at his Sport, he had the Hap to Draw up 
A a very Little Fiſh from among the Fry. "The Poor Wretch 
begg'd heartily to be thrown in again; for ſays he, I'm nor 
come to my Growth yet, and it you'l let me alone till | am 
Bigger, Your Purchaſe will turn to a Better Account. Well ! 
ſays the Man, bur I'd rather have a Little Fiſh in Poſſeſſion, then 
a Great One in Reverſion. 


The MORAL. 


"Tis Wiſdom to take what we May, while "tis to be Had, even if it were 
but for Mortality ſake. 


REFLEATON. 


THERE:s no Parting with a Certainty for an Uncertainty. But This 
Fable is abundantly Moraliz'd Elſewhere. 
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FaB CCXVII. 
An Ant and a Gzaſshopper. 


S the Ants were Airing their Proviſions One Winter, Up 
comes a Hungry Graſsbopper to 'em, and begs a Charity. 
They told him that he ſhould have Wrought in Suramer, if he 
would not have Wanted in Winter, Well ſays the Graſsbopper, 
but 1 was not Idle neither; for I Sung out the Whole Sea- 
ſon. Nay then, ſaid they, You {hall e'en do Well to make 
a Merry Year on't, and Dance in Witter to the Tune that You 
Sung 1n Summer. 


The MORAL. 


A Life of Sloth is the Life of a Brute; but Aftion and Indtiry is the 
Bus neſs of a Great, a Wiſe, and aGood Man. 


wel 
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REEFLEXIO NN, 


HERE's a Reproof to Men of Senſuality, and Pleaſure. The Moral 
Preachcs Induſtry, and Beats down Sloth, and Shews that Attcr>w it is No- 
thingWorth, It mult be an Induſtrious Youth that provides againlt the [n- 
con enicncics, and Neceſhties of Old Age ; And He that Fools away the 
One, mult either Beg or Starve in the Orher. Go z7othe Ant thou Sluggard ; 
(lays the Wiſe-man) which in Few Words Summs up the Moral of This 
Fable. "Tis Hard toſay of Lazineſs, or Luxury, whether it be the more 
Scandalons, or the more Dangerous Evil. The very Soul of the Slothful, 
docs Effectually but lie Drowzing in his Body, and the Whole Man is To- 
tally given up to his Senſes: Whereas the Profir and the Comfort of In- 
duilry, is Subſtantial, Firm, and Laſting ;. The Blellings of Security and 
Plenty go along with it, and it is never out of Seaſon. What's the Graſs- 
hoppers Entertainment now, but a Summers Song ? A Vain. and an Empty 
Pleature ? Let it be Underſtood however, that we arc not to Paſs Avarice 
upon the Worid under the Title of Good Husbandry, and Thrift : and under 
Thar Cover to Extinguiſh Charity by not Diſtributing the Fruits of it. We 
are in the tirlt Place, ro Contulr our Own Neceſſities, but we arc Then to 
Conlider in the Second Place, rhat rhe Neceſlitics of our Neighbours have a 
Chriſtian Right to a Part of what we have to Sparc. For the Common 
Ofhces of Humanity, arc as much Duties of Self-Preſervation, as what 
Every Ind;vidual Contributes to it's Own Well-Being. Iris in ſhort, the 
Great Intereſt and Obligation of Particulars, ro Advance the Good of the 
Community. 

The Stre(s of This Moral lies upon the Preference of Honeſt Labour to 
Idlencls ; and the Refulal of Relief on the One Hand, 1s intended only for 
a Reproof to the Inconſiderate Loſs of Opportunity on the Other. This 
does not Hinder yet, bur that the Ants, out of their Abundance, ought to 
have Relicy'd the Graſshopper in her Diſtreſs, though 'twas her Own Faulr 
that brought her to't: For if One Man's Faults cowld Diſcharge Another 
Man of his Dury,there would be no longer any Place Icft for the Common 
Offices of Sociery. To Conclude, We have our Failings, Every Mothers 
Child of us, and the Improvidence of my Neighbour muſt not make Me 
Inhumane. The Ant did well to Reprove the Graſshopper for her Sloth- 
fulneſs ; bur the did Ill then torefuſe her a Charzty in her Diſtreſs. 
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Fas CCXVIII. 
A Bull and a Goat. 


Bull chat was Hard Preſsd by a Lyon, ran dire&ly to- 

% ward a Goat-Stall, to Save Himſelf, The Goat made 
Good the Door, and Head to Head Diſputed the Paſſage with 
him. Well! ſays the Bull, with Indignation, If I had not a 
more Dangerous Enemy at my Heels, then I have Before me, 
[ ſhould ſoon Teach you the Difference berwixt the Force of a 


Bull, and of a Goat. 
The MORAL. 


"Tis no Time to Stand Quarrelling with Every Little Fellow, whea Men 
of Power are Purſuing us upon the Feel to the very Death, 


REFLEXION. 


IT is Matter of Prudence, and Neceſſity ; for People in many Caſes 
to put up the Injuries of a Weaker Enemy, for fear of Incurring the Dit- 
pleaſure of a Stronger. Baxdoin fancies the Bull to be the Emblem of a Man 
in Diſtreſs, and the Goa? Inſulting over him ; and oralizes upon it after 
This Manner. [There's Nothing that a Courtier more Dreads and Abhors, thea 
a Man in Diſgrace ; and he is preſently made All the Fools and Knaves in Na- 
ture upon't : For He that's Unfortunate is Conſequently Guilty of All manner 
of Crimes.] He Applics This Character to thoſe that Perfecute Widows and 
Orphans, and Trample upon the Aﬀicted ; rhough not without ſome Vio- 
lence Methinks, to the Genuine Intent of This Figure ; for the Goat was 
only Paſſive ; and his Bus neſs was, without any Inſolence, or Injuſtice, to 


Defend his Free-Hold 
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A Nurſe and a Wolfe. 


S a Wolfe was Hunting up and down. for his Supper, he 
paſs'd by a Door where a Little Child was Bawling, and 

an Old Woman Chiding it. Leave your Vixen-Tricks, ſays the 
Woman, or T'l throw ye to the Wolfe. "The Wolfe Overheard her, 
and Waited a pretty While, in hope the Woman would be as good 
as her Word ; but No Child coming, away gees the Wolfe for 
That Bout, He took his Walk the Same Way again toward the 
Evening, and the Nurſe he found had Chang'd her Nate; for 
{hc 
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(he was Then Muzzling, and Cokeling ot xm. JItats 8 God 
Near, lays the, if the 1! olfe comes for My Chil, Well een Beat his 
Rrains out, The Wolſe went Muttering away upont. Thicre's 
No Mcddling with People, lays he, that ſay One Thing and 
Mcan Another. 


The MORAL. 


*/. F-1 more then Love that makes Good Men, as wefl a Good Childres 
md when Etir Words, and Good Councel will not Prevail vp as, we 
#1 ill be Fi 11h ed [Hi 9 OUT Dat y. 


SESFLEALON., 


I'HE Heart and Tongue of a Woman arc commonly a Great Way a- 
{imder, And it may bear Another Moral ; which 1s, that tis with Froward 
Mon, and Froward Factions too, as 'tis with Froward Children, They'll 
2 ſooner Quiered by Fear, and Rough Dealing, then by any Senſe of 
Duty or Good Nature. There would be no Living in This World without 
Penal Laws, and Conditions. And Do or Do not, This or That at your 
Peril, is as Reaſonable, and Neceſlary in Families as 1t 1s in Governments. 
It is a Truth Imprinted in the Hearts of All Mankind, that the Gibbets, 
Pilories, and the Whipping-Poſts make more Converts then the Pulpits: As 
the Child did more here for fear of the Wolfe, then for the Love of the 
Nurſe. ; 
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F ap. CCXX. 
An Eagle and a Toztoiſe. 


Tortoiſe was thinking with himſelf, how Irkſom a fort 

of Life it was, to ſpend All his Days in a Hole, with a 
a Houle upon his Head, when ſo many Other Creatures had 
the Liberty to Divert Themſelves in the Free, Freſh Air, and to 
Ramble about at Pleaſure. So that the Humor rook him One 
Day, and he muſt needs get an Eagle to Teach him to Fly. The 
Eagle would fain have put him oft, and told him 'rwas a Thing 
againſt Nature, and Common Senſe; bur (according to the 
Freak of the Wiltul Part of the World) the More the One 
was Againſt it, the More the Other was Forit: And when 
the Eagle {aw that the Tortoiſe would not be ſaid Nay, ſhe rook 
him vp a matter of Steeple-hizh into the Air, and there turn'd 
him Looſe to ſhift for Himlelt. Thar is to ſay; ſhe dropt 
him down, Squab upon a Rock, that Daſh'd him to Pieces, 


The 


OP —— - 


Ce es es 


— - —  - 


Anmanuss EF ABLES: 


SI 


The MORAL. 
Nothin can le either Safe, or Eaſy that's Unnatural. 
REFLEXNTEEEC 


[HIS ſhews us, how Unaatural a Vanity 4t 3s, for a Creature that 
was Made for One Condition, to Aſpire ro Another. The TZortoiſe's Place 
was upon the Sands, not among the Stars ; andif he had kept to his Sta- 
tion, he would have been in No Danger of Falling. Many a Fool has 
Good Councel Offcr'd him, that has not cither the Wir, or the Grace to 
Take it ; and his Willfulneſs commonly Ends in his Ruine. 

Every thing in Nature has it's Appointed Place,and Condition,and there's 
No putting a Force upon any thing, contrary to the Biaſs and Intent of 
it's Inſtitution. What Bus neſs has a Zortoiſe among the Clouds 2 Or why 
may not the Earth it (elf as well Cover a Higher Place, as any Creature 
that's Confin'd to't ? It is, in ſhort, a Silly, an Extravagant, and in Truth, 
{o Impious a Fancy, that there can hardly be a Greater Folly then tro With, 
or but {o much as ro Suppoſe it : But there's an Ambition in Mean Creatures, 
as well as in Mcan Souls. So many Ridiculous Upſtarts as we find Pro- 
mored in the World, we may Imagine to be ſo many 7ortoiſes in the Air; 
and whenthey have Flutrer'd there a While, like Paper-#ites, for the Boys 
to ſtare at, Hethat took them up, grows cither Aſham'd, or Weary of them, 
and fo lets them Drop again ; and, with the Devil Himſelf, c'en leaves them 
where he found them. This may ſerve to put a Check to the Vanity and 
Folly of an Unruly Ambition ; that's Deaf, not only ro the Advice of 
Friends, but tro the Councels and Monitions of the very Spirit of Reaſon it 
ſelf: For Flying without Wings 1s All one with Working without Means, We 
{ce a Thouſand Inſtances in the World, Every jot as Ridiculous as This in 
the Fable. That is to fay of Men that are Made for One Condition, and 
yet Aﬀet Another. Whar Significes the Fiftion of Phaeton in the Charior 
of the Sun 2 The Frog vying Bulk with an Oxe ; or the 7ortoiſe Riding 
upon the Wings of the Wind ; but to Preſcribe Bounds and Meaſures to 
our Exorbitant Paſſions ; and at the fame time, to ſhew us upon the It- 
ſue that All Unnatural Pretenſions are Attended with a Certain Ruine ? 


Far. CCXXI. 


An Old Crab and a Poung. 


Hild, (ſays the Mother) You muſt Ufe your ſelf ro Walk 

Streight, without Skewing, and Shailing fo Every ſtep 
you ſet: Pray Mother (ſays tlie Young Crab) do but fer the Example 
your (elf, and [ll follow ye. 


Anianus's | F A BLES. 


Fap CCXXIL. 
The Gooſe and Goſſelin. 


HY do you go Nodding, and Waggling fo like a Fool, 
as if you were Hipſhot ? lays the Gooſe -to her Goſſelin, 
'T he Young One try d to Mend it, bur Could not ; and.ſo the Mo 
ther ry'd Little Sticks to her Legs, to keep her Upright : Bur the 
Little 0ne Complain'd then, that ſhe could neither Swim, nor 
Dabble with 'em. Well, ſays the Mother, Do bur hold up your 
Head ar leaſt. The Goſelm Endeavour'd to do That too ; but 
upon the Strerching out of her Long Neck, ſhe complain'd that 
ſhe could not ſee the Way before her : Nay then, ſays the Gooſe, 
if it will be no Better, c'en carry your Head and your Feet, as 
your Elders have done before ye. 


The Moral of the Two Fables above. 


Ill Fxamples Corrupt even the Beſt Diſpoſations, but we muſt Diſt inguiſh 
betwixt Natural and Moral Atlions. 


ESSFLEALTIO N. 


[T is Time Loſt to Adviſe Orhers to do what we either Do not, 
or Cannot do Our Sclves. There's no Crofling of Nature ; but theBeſt 
way 15 to reſt Contented with the Ordinary Condition of Things. *Tis 
bur ſo much Labour thrown away, to Attempt the Altering of Inſtin&s, 
or the Curing of I] Habits. 

Example Works a great Deal more then Precept ; for Words without 
Practice, arc but Councels without Eflect. When we Do as we lay, *cis 
a Confirmation of the Rule ; bur when our Lives and DoQtrines do not 
Agree, it looks as if the Leſion were either too Hard for us, or the Ad- 
VIC2, not worth the While to Follow. We ſhould fee ro Mend our Own 
Manners, before we Meddle ro Reform our Neighbours, and not Condemn 
Others for what we doour Selves: Eipecially where they follow the Na- 
rure of their Kind, and in fo doing, Do as they Ought to do. Let E- 
very thing Move, March, and Govern it felf, according to the Proper 
Diſpoſition of the Creature; for it would be Every Jot as Incongruous, 
for a Crab to Walk like a Man, as for a Man to Walk like a Crab. This 
may be apply d to the Leſſons that are given us for the Ordering of our 
Lives and Families. But above All Things, Children ſhould not be Be- 
tray « into the Love and Practice of any thing that is Amiſs, by Serring 
E1il Examples before them ; for their Talent is only Imitation; and 'tis 
lil Truiting Mimicks 1n fuch a Caſe, without a Judgment ro Diſtinguiſh. 

This Allegory may pals for a very Good LeCture to Governors, Pa- 
rents, and Tutors, to behave themielves Reverently both in Word and 
Decd. before their Pupils, with a kind of Awful Tendernefs for 
che 
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the Innocency and Simplicity of Youth. For Examples of Vices, or 
Weaknellcs, have the ſame Effet upon Children, with Examples of Ver- 
tuc; Nay it holds in Publique too as well as in Private, that the Words 
and Actions of our Superiors have the Authority and Force of a Recom- 
mendation. Regis ad Exemplum, is (o True, that 'tis Morally Impoſlible 
to have a Sober People under a Mad Government. For where Lewdnels 
is the Way to Preferment, Men are Wicked by Intereſt, as well by Imi- 
ta:10n : Bur to Return to the Streſs of the Fable; Let a Gooſe Walk like a 
G ſe, and leave Nature to do her Own Bus'nels her Own Way. 


—— WJ 


FAB. CCXXIIL. 
The Sun and the Bind. 


Here happen'd a Controverly betwixt the Sun and the 
T Wmd, which was the Stronger of the Two; and they 
pur the Point upon This Iſſue : There was a Traveller upon 
the Way, and which of the Two could make Thar Fellow 
Quit his Cloak ſhould carry the Caule. The Wind fell preſent- 
ly a Storming, and threw Hail-Shot over and above in the very 
Teeth of him. The Man Wraps himſelf up, and keeps Ad- 
vancing ſtill in ſpight of the Weather : But This Guſt in a ſhore 
Time Blew over ; and then the Swi Brake out, and fell to 
Work upon him with his Beams 3 bur ſtill he Puſhes forward, 
Sweating, and Panting, ill in the End he was forc'd to Quir 
his Cloak, and lay himſelf down upon the Ground in a Cool 
Shade for his Relief : S@ that the Sun, in the Concluſion, carry'd 
the Point. 


The MORAL 


Reaſon and Reſolution will Support a Man againſt All the Violences of Ma- 
lice and Fortune ; but in a Wallowing (Qualm, a Man's Heart and Re- 
ſolution fails him, for want of Fit Matter to Work upon. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS a Part of Good Diſcretion in All Conteſts, ro Confider over arid 
over, the Power, the Strength, and the Intereſt of our Adverſary ; and 
likewiſe again, that though One Man may be more Robuſt then Another, 
Thar Force may be Baffled yer by Skill and Addreſs. Ir is in the Bus'neſs 
of Life as it is in a Storm, or a Calm ax Sea: The Blaſt may be Imperuous ; 
but ſeldom laſts long ; and though the Veſſel be Preſs'd never fo Hard, a 
Skilful Steers-man will yet bear up againſt it : But in a Dead Calm, a 
Man loſes his Spirits, and lics in a Manner Expos'd, as the Scorn and 
Spectacle of II] Fortune. 

Dd 2 F A Be 


Amanuss FABLES. 


Fas, CCXXIV. 
An Afs in a Lyon's Skin. 


Here was a Freak took an 4/s in the Head, to Scoure a- 
broad upon the Ramble 3 and away he goes *into the 
Woods, Maſquerading up and down in a Lyon's Skin, The 
World was his Own tor a while, and wherever he went, Mar. 
and Beaſt Fled before him : Bur he had the Hap in the Conclu- 
fon, partly by his Voice, and partly by his Fars, to be Diſco- 
ver d, and conſequently Uncas'd, well Laugh'd at, and well 
Cuggell'd for his Pains. 


The MORAL. 


7 he World abounds in Terrible Fanfarons, the Maſque of Men of Flo 
nour : But Theſe Braggadocio's are Eafy to be Detedtel ; for no Counters 
feit of any Good Quality or Vertue whatſoever, will abide the Teſt. 


RKESALEXION. 


THERESs Nothing more Frequent, or more Ridiculous in the World, 
then for an 4/s to Dreſs himſelf up like a Lyon: A Dunce ſets up fora 
Dottor ; a Beggar for a Man of Eſtate ; a Scoundrel for a Cavalier ; a Polrcon 
for a Sword-man : But Every Fool ſtill has tome Mark or other to be Known 
by, thorough All Diſguiſes; and the More he takes upon him, the Ar- 
tanter Sort he makes Humiclf, when he comes to be Unmalqu'd. 

Every Fool, or Fools Fellow, carries Morc or Leſs, in his Face, the 
Signature of his Manners, though the Chara&ter may be much more Le- 
gible in tome, then m Others ; As the 4/s was found out by his Voice and 
by his Ears. Let him keep his Words berwixt his Teeth, and he may pals 
Muſter perhaps for a Man of ſome Senſe; bur if he comes to Open once, 
he's Loft: For Nature never put the Tongue of a Philoſopher into the 
Mouth of a Coxcomb : But however, let him be, in truth, what he Will, 
he is yet ſo Conſcious of what he Ought ro be, that he makes it his Buſi- 
nels to pals for what he is not: And in the Matter of Counterfeits, it' is 
with Men, as it is with Falle Mony : One Piece is more or lefs Paſſable 
then Another, as it happens to have more or leſs Senſe, or Sterling in the 
Mixture. One General Mark of an Impoſtor is This; Thathe Outr-does 
the Original ; As the Aſs here in the Lyon-skin, made Fifty times more 
Clutrer then the Lyon would have done in his Own; And Himſelf Fifty 
times the more Ridiculous for the Diſguiſe. 

If a Man turn his Thoughts now from This Fancy in the Forreſt, to 
the Sober Truth of Daily Expcrience in the World, he ſhall find Aſs 
1n the Skins of Men, Infinitely more Contemprtible then 7his 4/5 in the 
Skin of a Lyon, How many Terrible Aſſes have we ſeen in the Garb of 
Men of Honour ! How many Infipid, and Illiterate Fops, that rake upon 
them to Retail Politiques, and fit for the Picture of Men of State! How 
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many Jads's with Z/zil Maſter in their Mouths! How many Chrrch-1toh- 
bers that Write themſelves Reformers! In One Word, Men do Naturally 
love to bethought Greater, Wiſer, Holicr, Braver,and Juſter then they Are; 
and in fine, Better Qualify'd in All Thoſe Faculties that may give them 
Repuration among the People, rhen we find 'cm to be. 

The Moral of "Chis Fable Hits all forts of Arrogant Pretenders, and 
runs Eftectually into the Whole Bus nels of Humane Life. We have ir in 
the very Cabinets, and Councels of State, the Bar, the Bench, the Change, 
the Schools, the Pulpits ; All Places, in ſhort, are full of Quacks, Jug- 
glcrs and Plagiaries, that ſet up for Men of Quality, Conſcience, Philu- 
lophy, and Religion. So that there are Aſſes with Short Ears, as well 
as with Long, and in Robes of Silk and Dignity, as well as in Skins of 
Hair. In Concluſion, An 4ſs of the Long Kobe, when he comes once to 
be Detected, looks Infinitely Sillier, then he would have done in his own 
Shape : Neither is /op's Aſs Laughd at here for his Fars, or for his 
Y/oice, but for his Vanity, and Pretence; for T other 1s but according to 
his own Kind and Nature ; and Every thing is We!l and Beſt, while it 
Continucs to be as God made it. 


— 


Fas. CCXXV. 
A For and a Wo. 
\ Worm put forth his Head out of a Dungiil, and made 


- 


Proclamation of his Skill in Phyſick. Pray, ſays the Fox, 
Begin with your Own Infirmities before you Meddle with 0- 
cher Peoples. 


The MO RAL. 
Phyfician Cure thy Self. 


REFLEXION. 


SAYING and Doing are Two Things. Phy/cian Cure thy ſelf, 
Preaches to us upon This Fable. Every Man does Belt in his own Trade, 
and the Cobler is not to go beyond his Laſt. We have of Thele Dunghil-Pre- 
tenders, in All Profeſſions, and but roo many of them that Thrive upon 
their Arrogance. If This Worm had met with an Aſs to Excouraze his Va- 
nity, inſtead of a Fox to Corrett it, he might have been Advanc'll to a 
Dottor of the College perhaps : Or to ſome more Conhderatle Poft of Elonour, 
either in Church or State. 


- 
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Fas. CCXXVI. 
A Curft Pog. 


Here wasa very Good Fouſe-Dog, but lo Dangerous a 
Cur to Strangers, that his Maſter put a Bell about his 
Neck, to give People Notice before-hand when he was a Co- 
ming. The Dog took this Bell for a Particular Mark of his Ma- 
ſter's Favour, till One of his Companions ſhew'd him his 
Miſtake. You are Mightily Our (ſays he) to rake This for an 
Ornament, or a Token of Eſteem, which is in truth, no Other 
then a Note of Infamy ſet upon you for your Ill Manners. 


The MORAL. 


This may ſerve for an Admonition to Thoſe that make a Glory of the Marks 
of their Shame, and Value themſelves upon the Reputation of an Ill- 
Charadtter. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS a Bad World, when the Rules and Meaſures of Good and Evil, 
are either Inverted, or Miſtaken ; and when a Brand of Infamy paſſes for 
a Badge of Honour. Burt the Common People do not Judge of Vice or 
Verrue, by the Morality, or the Immorality of the Matter, fo much as 
by the Stamp that 1s ſet upon't_ by Men of Preſident and Figure. What's 
more Familiar then an Oſtentation of Wickednels, where Impicty has the 
Reputation of Vertue? As in the Exceſles of Wine, and Women, and the 
Vanity of bearing up againſt all the Laws of God and Man. When Lewd- 
neſs comes once to bea Faſhion, it has the Credit in the World that other 
Faſhions have; as we ſce Many times an Afﬀetation even of Deformity ir 
ſelf, where ſome Exemplary Defect has brought that Deformiry to be a 
Mode. The Fancy of This Dog was ſomewhat like rhe French Womans 
Freak, that ſtood up for the Honour of her Family : Her Coat was (uar- 
ter'd, ſhe faid, with the Arms of France ; which was ſo far True, that ſhe 
had = Flower-de-Luce Stamp'd, we muſt not fay Branded upen her 
Shoulder. 


— —_  —— _—— — — 
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Fas CCNXVII. 


Two Friends an! a Bear. 


IV 0 Friends that were Travelling together, had the For- 
T] rune to Meet a Bear upon the Way. They found there 
was no Running for't, So the One Whips up a Tree, and the 
Ocher throws himſelf Flat with his Face upon the Ground. The 
Bear comes directly up to Him, Muzzles, and Smells to him, 
puts his Nole to his Mouth, and to his Fars, and art laſt, taking 
tor Granted that 'twas only a Carcaſs, there he leaves him. 
The Bear was no looner gone, but Down comes his Compani- 
on, and ask'd him, what it was the Bear Whiſper'd him in the 
Ear. Hebad mehavea Care, ſays he, how I keep Company 
with thoſe, that when they find themſelves upon a Pinch, will 
leave their Friends in the Lurch. 


The MORAL. 
Every Man for Himſelf, and God for us :{/l. 


REFLEXIEIO N: 


T HIS Fable has in a Few Words a Great many Uleful, and Inſtrutive 
Morals. The Man upon the Tree Preaches to us upon the Text 
of [Charity begins at Home) According to the Falſe and Perverſe Practice 
of the World when their Companions are in Diſtreſs. The Bear paſſes a 
Judgment upon the Abandoning of a Friend in a Time of Need, as an Of- 
fence both ro Honour and Vertue; And moreover, Cautions us, above 
All Things, to have a Care what Company we keep. There's no Living 
in This World without Friendſhip ; No Society ; No Security withour it ; 
Firide that the Only Tryal of it is in Adverlity. And yet nothing Com- 
moner in times of Danger, then for States-men, Sword-men, Church- 
men, Law-men, and intruth, all forts of Men, more or leſs, to leave 
their Maſters, Leaders, or Friends, to Bears and 7ygers ; Shew them a Fair 
pair of Heels for'r, and cry, The Devil Take the Hindmoſt, 
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FaB. CCXXYIII. 
A Yozſe-man's Whig Blown of. 


Here was a Horſe-man had a Cap on with @ Falſe Head of 

Hair Tack'd to't. There comes a Puft of Wind, and 
Blows oft Cap and Whig together, "The People made Iport he ſaw 
with his Bald Crown, and fo very fairly he put In with them to 
Laugh for Company. Why Gentlemen (lays he) would you 
have me keep other Peoples Hair Better then I did my Own ? 


The MORAL. 


Many a Man would be Extremely Ridiculous, if he did not Spoil the Jeſt 
by Playing upon Himſelf firſt. 


REES#LEXION. 


"TIS a Turn of Art, in many Caſes, cither of Deformity, or Miſ- 
chance, where a Man hes open to a Reproach to Anticipate an 
Abuſe, and ro make Sport with Himſelf firſt. A Man may be Shame- 
Fac'd, and a Woman, Modeſt, to the Degree of Scandalous. I knew a 
Lady had one of the moſt Baſhful, Scrupulous Perſons to her Daughter 
that ever was Born. Well, ſays the, 7 am mightily afraid, This Girl will 
prove a Whore ; for ſhe is ſo Infinitely Modeſt, that in my Conſcience if any 
Man ſhould ever Ask her the (Queſtion, ſhe would not have the Face to Den 
him. A Frank Eaſy way of Openneſs and Candor agrces Beſt with All 
Humours ; and He that's Over-ſolicitous to Conccal a Thing, does as good 
as makeProclamation of it. Wherefore the ZZorſe-man here Laugh'd firſt ; 
and ſo Preycnted the Jeſt. 


Fas CCXXIX, 


Two Pots. 


Here were Two Pots that ſtood near One Another - by 

the Side of a River, the One of Braſs, and the other of 

Clay. The V Vater overflow'd the Banks, and Carry'd them 
Both away : Tne Farthen Veſſel kept Aloot from T'other as 
much as Poſſible. Fear Nothing, ſays the Braſs Pot, I'll do you 
No Hurt : No, No, ſays T'other, not willingly ; but it we 
ſhould happen to Knock by Chance, 'twould be the ſame 
Thing to Me : So that You and [ ſhall never do well together. 


| The 
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The MORAL. 
Tnequal Fellowſhips and Alliances are Dangerous. Not but that Great and 
Small, Hard, and Brittle, Rich and Poor, may fort Well enough toge- 
ther fo long as the Good Flumour Laſts ; but wherever there are Men 
there will be Claſhing ſome time or other, and a Knock, or a Conteſt 


ſpoils All. 
REFLEAASTON 


THERE can be no True Friendſhip, properly ſo Call'd but betwixt 
Equals. The Rich andthe Poor, the Strong and the Weak will never. a- 
gree together: For there's Danger on the One fide, and None og the O- 
ther, and 'tis the Common Intereſt of All Leagues and Societies, to have 
the ReſpeRive Parties Neceſſary ro One Another. And there needs no 
[11 Will, or Malice neither, to do the Miſchief, but the Diſparity, or Dif 
proportion Alone is enough to do the Work. The ſame Quantity of 
Wine that makes One Man Drunk, will not Quench Another Man's Thirſt. 
The fame Expence that breaks One Man's Back is not a Flea-biting ro A- 
nother : Wherefore, Men thould fort themſelves with their Equals; for a 
Rich Man that Converſcs upon the Square with a Poor Man, AS cer- 
tainly Undoe him, as a Braſs Pot ſhall break an Earthex One, if they, Meet 
and Knock together. | 


— 


Fap CCXXX. 
Good Luck and Bad Luck. 


Here was a Middling fort of a Man that was left well e- 
nough to pals by his Farber, but could ever think he 

had enough, ſo long as any Man had more. He took Notice 
what Huge Eſtates many Merchants got in a yery ſhoxe Time ; 
and ſo Sold his Inheritance, and berook hirmſelt to a way. ol 
Traffque and Commerce. Matters ſucceeded ({o Wonderfully 
well with him, that Every body was in Admiration to: ſee how 
Mighty Rich he was grown all on a Sudden. Why Ay, ſays be, 
This 'tis for a Man to Underſtand bis Bus neſs; far 1 have dane All 
This by my Induſtry. Ic would have been well if he had ſtopt 
there: But Avarice is Inſatiable, and ſo he went Puſhing on 
ſtill for More ; till, what by Wrecks, Bankrupts, Pyrates, and 
I know not how many other Diſappointments, One upon the 
Neck of Another, he was reduc'd in Half the Time that he 
was a Riſing, to a Morſel of Bread. Upon Theſe Miſ- 
carriages, People were at him over, and over again, 
O /- þ® ro 
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to know how This came About. Why ſays he, Mv, Damn'd 
Fortune would haveit ſo. Fortune happen'd to be at That Time 
within Hearing, and told him in his Ear, that he was an Ar- 
rogant, Ungrateful Clown ; to Charge Her with All the Evil 
that Befell him, and to rake the Good to Himlelt. 


F as CCXXR&L 


A Country-man and Foztune. 


S a Labourer was at his Work a Digging, he Chops his 
Spade upon a Pot of Money ; Takes it up, Blefles the 
Place where he found it, and away he goes with his Treaſure. 
It ſo fell out, that Fortune Saw and Heard All that Paſt, and fo 
ſhe call'd out to him upon the Way. Heark ye Friend, ſays 
ſhe; You are very Thankful, I pecceive, to the Place where 
you found This Money ; but 'tis the Jade Fortune, I warranc ye, 
that's to be Claw'd away for't: it you ſhould happen to Loſe it 
again. Pray tell me now why ſhould not you Thank Fortune 
for the One, as well as Curſe her for the Other. 


Fang CCXXXIL 


An Old GHioman and the Devil. 


> I S a Common Practice, when People draw Miſchiefs 

upon their Own Heads, to cry, the Devil's in't, and the 
Devil's n't. Now the Devil happen'd to ſpy an 01d Woman upon © 
an Apple-Tree. Look ye (lays he) You ſhall fee that Beldan 
Catch a Fall there by and by, and Break her Bones, and then 
ſay *ewas all long of me. Pray Good People will you beac 
me Witneſs, that [ was None of her Adviſer. The Woman got 
a Tumble, as the Devil (aid ſhe would, and there was ſhe at 
it. The Devil Ought her a Shame, and the Devil put ber upon't : But 
the Devil Clear'd himſelf by ſufficient Evidence that he had no 
Hand in't at all. 


— 
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Fas CCXXXIII. 


A Boy and Foztune. 


Here was a Boy faſt alleep upon the very Brink of a River. 

Fortune came to him, and wak'd him. Child, ſays ſhe, 

prethee get up, and go thy ways, thou't Tumble in and be 
Drown'd elſe, and then the Faulr will be laid upon Me, 


The Moral of the Four Fables Above. 


We are apt to Aſcribe our Succeſſes in This World, and to Impute our 
Misfortunes, to Wrong Cauſes. We Aſſume the One to our Selves, and 
Charge the Other pon ['rovidence. 


REFLEXION. 


THESE Four Fables run upon the ſame Biaſs; Thar: is to fay, 
the Moral is a Lath at the Vanity of Arrogating That to our ſelves, which 
ſucceeds Well, and rhe inn_—_ of making Providence the Author of 
Evil, which feldom {capes without a Judgment in the Tayle on't. Bur 
our Hearts are {o much ſet upon the Value of the Benefits we receive, 
that we never Think of the Beſtower of them, ai! fo our Acknowledp- 
ments arc commonly paid to the Second Hand, without any Regard to the 
Principal. Werun into Miſtakes, and Misfortunes, of our Own Accord ; 
and then when we are once Hamper'd, we lay the Blame of our Own 
Faulrs and Corruptions upon Others. Thus is much the Humour of the 
World roo in Common Bus'nels. If any thing Hits, we cake ir to our 
Selves ; if ir Miſcarries, we ſhuffle it off ro our Neighbours. This Ariſes, 
partly from Pride, and in part from a Certain Cankerd Malignity of Na- 
ture. Nay rather then Impurte our Miſcarriages and Dilappointments to 
our Own Corruptions, or Frailties, we do not Stick to Arraign Proyi- 
dence it (elf, though under Another Name, in all our Exclamations agaiaſt 
the Rigour, andthe Iniquity of Fortune. Now This Fortune in the Fable, 
is Effectually, God 7 limſelf, in the Moral. We are apt to Value our ſelves 
upon our Own Strength and Abilities, and to Entitle Carnal Reaſon to 
the very Works of Grace: And where any thing goes Wrong with us, we 
lzy our Faults, as we do our Baſtards, at Other Peoples Doors. This or 
That was not well done, we fay, bur alas it was none of our Faule., We 
did it by Conſtraint, Advice, Importunity, or the Authority perhaps of 
Great Examples, and the Like. Ar This rate do we Palliate our Own 
Weakneſles and Corruptions, and at the {ame Rate do We likewiſe Aſſume 
to our ſelves Other Peoples Merits. The Thing to be done, in fine, is tv 
Corred& the Arrogance of Claiming to our ſelves th2 Good that does nor 
belong to us on the One Hand, and of Imputing to our Neighbors the 11] 
that they are not Guilty of, on the Orher. This 1s the Sum of the Do- 
Qrine that's Pointed at in the Caſe and Cuſtom of Dividing our Milcar- 
riazes berwixt Fortune and the Devil. 
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Fas CCXXXIV. 
A Peacock anc! a Crane. 


© a Peacock and a Crane were in Cempany together, the 
{XN Peacock ſpreads his Tail, and Challenges the Other, to 


{hew him ſuch a Fan of Feathers, "The Crane, upon "This, Springs 


up intothe Air,and calls to the Peacock to Follow him it he could. 
You Brag of your Plumes, ſays he, that are Fair indeed to the 
Eye, but no way Uſeful or Fit for any manner of Service. 


The MORAL. 


I #oiven has provided aot only for our Ne! eſſties, but for our Delights aud 
Pleaſures teo ; but ſtill the Bleſſings that are moſt Uſeful to us, maſt be 
prefe) r dt efore the Ornament s of Beauty. | 


REFLEAIO N. 


N O Manis to be Deſpis'd for any Natural Infirmity, or Defect ; for 
Every Man has fomerhing or other in him of Good roo, and That which 
One ManWants, Another Has.And it isall according to the Good Pleaſure of 
Provideace. Nature is pleas'd to Entertain her ſelf with Varicty. Some 
of her Works arc for Ornament, others for the Uſe and Service of Man- 
kind, Bur they have All ReſpeCtively, their Proprietics, and their Ver- 
rucs ; forthe does nothing in Vain. The Peacock Valucs himſelf upon the 
Gracefulncſs of his Train. The Craxe's Pride is in the Rankneſs of her 
Wing : Which are only Two Excellencics in ſcycral Kinds. Take them 
apart, and they are Both Equally Perfe&t : bur Good Things Themſelves 
have their Degrees, and That which is moſt Neceſſary and Uſeful, muſt 
be Allow «| a Preference to the Other. 


Fap. CCXXXV. 
A Tyger and a for. 


S a Huntſman was upon the Chace, and the Beaſts flying 
before him ; Let Me alone, fays a Tyger, and I'll putan 

end to This War my ſelf : Art which Word, he Advanced to- 
ward the Enemy in his Single Perlon. The Reſolution was no 
ſooner Taken, bur he found himſelf Struck through the Body 
with an Arrow. He Faſten'd upon it preſently with his Teeth, 
and while he was Trying to Draw it out, a Fox Ask'd him,from 
what Bold Hand it was that he Receiv'd This Wound. I know 
| | __ Nothing 
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Nothing of Thar, ſays the Tyger, but by the Circumſtances, 
it ſhould be a Man. 


The MORAL . 


There's No Oppoſing Brutal Force to the Stratagems of Iumane Reaſon. 


REFLEXION. 


BOLDNESS without Counſel, isno beiter thenan 7mpetus, which is 
commonly Worſted by Conduct and Deſign. There's No Man fo Daring 
bur ſome time or Other he Meets with his Match. The Mozal, in ſhort, 
holds forth This Doctrine, that Reaſon is too Hard for Force ; and that 
Temerity puts a Man oft his Guard. *'Tis a High Point of Honour, Phi- 
lolophy and Vertuc, for a Man to be ſo Preſent tro Himſelf as to be al- 
ways Provided againſt All Encounters, and Accidents whatſoever ; bur 
This will not Hinder him from Enquiring Diligently into the Character , 
the Strength, Motions, and Deſigns of an Enemy. The Z7yzer loſt his 
Life for want of This Circumlpection. 


—_— 


Far CCXXXVI. 
A Lyon and Bulls. 


Here was a Party of Bulls that Struck up a League to 
Keep and Feed rogether, and to be One and All in caſe. of 
a Common Enemy. It the Lyon could have Met with any of 
them Single, he would have done His Work, but fo long as 
they Stuck to This Confederacy, there was No Dealing with 
them. 'They fell to Variance at laſt among Themlelves {© The 
Lyon made his Advantage of ic, and then with Great Kale he 
Gain'd his End. | 


The MORAL. 


This is to tell us the Advantage, the Neceſſity, and the Force of Union ; 
And that Diviſion brings Ruine. 


Amants's FABLES. 


ESFTFLEXIO N. 


THERE's No Reſiſting of a Common Enemy ; No Maintaining of 4 
Civil Community, without an Umon for a Murual Defence; and there 
may be alſo, on the Other Hand, a Conlpiracy of Common Enmity and 
Aggreſſion. There are Caſes indeed of Great Nicery that fall under the 
Topique of the Right and Lawfulnels of Joyning 1n ftuch Leagues, He 
that is not Sui Juris, muſt not Enter into any Covenants or Contracts to 
the Wrong of his Maſter : But there are Certain Rules of Honeſty, and 
Methods of Government, to Direct us in all Agreements of This Quality, 
A Thing ſimply Good in it ſelf, may become Unjuſt and Unrighteous, un- 
der ſuch and fuch Circumſtances. In a Word, the Main Bond of All Bo- 
dies and Intereſts is Union, which is No Other in Effet then a Common 
Stock of Strength and Counſel Joyn'd in One. While the Bulls kept to- 
gether, they were Safe ; but fo ſoon as ever they ſeparated, they became a 
Prey to the Lyon. 


? 


FaB CCXXXVII. 


A Fir and a Bzamble. 


Here goes a Story of a Fir-Tree, that in a Vain ſpiteful 
Humour, was mightily upon che Pin of Commending ic 

ſelt, and Deſpiſing the Bramble. My Head (ſays the Fir) is ad- 
vanc'd among the Stars. I furniſh Beams for Palaces. Maſts for 
Shipping : The very Sweat of my Body is a Sovereign Remedy 
for the Sick and Wounded : Whereas the Raſcally Bramble runs 
creeping in the Dirt, and ſerves for No Purpoſe in the World 
bur Miſchief. Well, ſays the-Bramble (that Over-heard all This) 
You might have ſaid ſomewhat of your Own Misfortune, and 
ro My Advantage too, it Your Pride and Envy would have 
ſufter'd you rodo it. But pray will you tell me however, when 
the Carpenter comes next with his Axe into the Wood to Fell 


Timber, whether you had not rather be a Bramble then a Firs 
Tree. 


The MORAL. 


Poverty Secures a Man from Thieves, Great and Small : Whereas the Rich, 
ana the Mighty are the Mark of Malice, aud Croſs Fortune, and ſtill the 
Higher they Are, the Nearer the Thunder. 
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REFLEXION. 


THERE is no State of Life without a Mixture in't of Good and Evil ; 
and the Higheſt Pitchof Fortune is not without Dangers, Cares, and Fears. 
This Doctrine is Verify'd by Examples Innumerable, thorough the Whole 
Hiſtory of the World, and that the Mean is Beſt, both for Body, Mind, 
and Eſtate. Pride is not only Uncafie, but Unſafe roo, for it has the Pow- 
er and Juſtice of Heaven, and the Malicious Envy of Men to Encounter at 
the ſame Time ; and the Axe that Cuts down the Fir, is Rightly Moral- 
liz'd in the Stroke of Divine Vengeance, that brings down the Arrogant, 
while the Bramble Contents it lelf in its Station : Thar is to lay ; Humility 
is a Verrue, that never goes withour a Bleſling. 


FaB CCXXXVIIL ' 
A Covetous Man and an Envious. 


Here was a Covetous, and an Envious Man, that Joyn'd in 

a Petition to Jupiter, who very Graciouſly Order'd Apollo 
to tell them that their Deſire ſhould be Granted at a Venture ; 
provided only,that whatever the One Ask'd,ſhould be Doubled 
to the Other. The Covetous Man, that thought he could never 
have enough, was a good While at a Stand : Conſidering, that 
let him Ask Never lo much, the Orher ſhould have Twice as 
much : But he came however by Degrees, to Pitch upon One 
Thing after Another, and his Companion had it Double. Ir 
was now the Envious Man's turn to Offer up His Requeſt, which 
was, that One of his Own Eyes might be put out, for his Com- 
panion was then to lole Both. 


The MORAL. 


Avarice and Fuoy are Two of the moſt Diabolical, and Inſociable Vices un- 
der Heaven. The One Aſſumes All to it ſelf, and the Other Wiſhes E- 
very bit it's Neighbour Eats may Choak him. 


REFLEXIONM 


THERE arc ſome Peſtilent Humours and Froward Natures, that Hea- 
ven it ſelf has much ado to plcale. Envy Places it's Happineſs in the Miſery 
and Misfortune of Orhers ; and Awvarice is never to bf Pleasd, unleſs it 
can get All to it ſelf. They may fcem to be nearer a-Kin then in truththey 
Are, though the One is ſeldom or never to be found without the Other. 
The Beſt Uſe of This Application, is to Poſſels us with a True Senſe of 
the Reſtleſneſs of theſe Two Paſlions; and Conſequently ro make 
Thoſe Weakneſſes Odious to our ſelves, that are fo Troublelome to the 
World ; and in truth, no Better then the Common Peſt of Mankind. 
FAB. 
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Fas. CCXXXIX. 
A Crow and a Pitcher. 


Crow that was Extream Thirſty, found a Putcher with a 

Little Water in't, but it lay ſo Low he could not come 
atit. Hetry'd firſt to Break the Pot, and then to Over-rurn ir, 
but it was both too Strong, and too Heavy for him. He Be- 
thought Himſelf However of a Device ar laſt that did his 
Bus'neſs ; which was, by Dropping a great many Little Peb. 
bles into the Water, and Raiſing ic That Way, till he had it 


within Reach. 
The MORAL. 


There is a Natural Logick in Animals, over and above the Tuſtin of their 
Kinds. 


REELEXION. 


'TIS a Kind of a School Queſtion that we find ſtarred in This Fable, upon 
the Subject of Reaſon and Inſtint : And whether This Deliberative Pro- 
cceding of the Crow was not rather a Logical Agitation of the Marter, then 
the Bare Analogy, as we call it, of a Simple Impulie. Ir will be Objeted, 
that weare not to Draw Concluſions from the Fictions of a Caſe, but who- 
ever Conſults his Experience, may fatisfic Himſelf in many Inſtances that 
come up to This Suppoſition. We are allo taught, that what we cannot 
Compals Directly, by the Force of Natural Facultics, may be brought to 
paſs many times by Art and Invention, 


Fas. CCXL. 
A Lyon and a Pan. 


Here was a Gontroverlte Started betwixt a Lyon and a 

Man, which was the Braver, and the Stronger Creature of 

the Two. VVhy look ye, ſays the Man (after a Long Diſpute) 
we'll Appeal to That Statue there, and ſo he ſhew'd him the 
Figure of a Man Cur in Stone, with a Lyon under his Feer, V Vell! 
ſays the Lyon, if We had been brought up to Painting and Car- 
ving, as lou are, where you have {ne Lyon under the Feet of a 
Man,you ſhould have had Twenty Men under the Paw of a Lyon. 


Amnanuss FABLES. 


The MORAL 


'T is againſt the Rules of Common Juſtice for Men to be Judges in their 
Own Cafe. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Fancics of Pocts, Painters, and Gravers, are No Evidences of 
Truth ; for People are Partial in their Own Cafes, and Every Man will * 
make the Beſt of his Own Tale. Tis againſt Common Equity for the fame 
People to be both Parties and Judges, and That's the Caſe here berwixt the 
Man and the Lyon. Now the Lyox is much in the Right, that Characters, 
Pictures, and Images, are All as the Painter, the Carver, or the Statuary 
pleaſes; and that there's a Great Difference berwixt a Flight of Fancy, and 
the Hiſtory of Nature. "Tis much Eaſier for a Man to make an 4/s of a 
[.yon upon a Pedeſtal, then in a Forreſt; and where it lies at his Choice, 
whether the Giant ſhall Kill che Squire, or the Squire the Giant. Argu- 
ment is not the Work of the Chiſſel ; neither does the Deſign of the Artiſt 
conclude the Truth of the Fat : Bur there is ſomewluat Zeroical yer in 
the Imagination, though the Piece was never Drawn from the Life. 


FanlR COCALL 


A Boy and a Thief. 


= came to a Boy, that was Blubbering by the Side of 
a V Vell, and AsK'd him what he cry'd tor. VVhy, ſays 
he, the String's Broke here, and I've dropt a Silver Cup into the 
V Vell. The Fellow preſently Strips, and down he goes to 
ſearch fort. After a while, he comes up again, with his La- 
bor for his Pains, and the Roguy Boy, in the Mean time, was 
run away with his Cloaths. 


The MORAL. 


Some Thieves are Ripe for the Gallows ſooner then Others, 
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REEFiIiLEXION. 


IT muſt be a Diamond that Cuts a Diamond, and there is No Pleaſanter 
Encounter then a Tryal of Skill betwixt a Couple of Sharpers to Over-reach 
one Another. The Boy's beginning to Early, tells us that there are Cheats by 
a Natural Propenſity of Inclination as well as by a Corruption of Manners, 
It was Naturethat taught This Boy to Shark ; nor Diſcipline, or Experience. 
And fo it was with Two Ladics that I have known (and Women of Plenti- 
ful Fortunes roo) rhey could not for their Bloods keep rthemlelves Honeſt 
of rheir Fingers, but would ſtill be Nimming ſomething or other for the 
very Love of Thieving, 'Tis an Unhappy Thing, that the Temperament of 
the Body ſhould have ſuch an Influence upon our Manners, according to 
the Inſtance of the Boy in This Fable : For the Morality, or Immorality 
of the Matter, 1snot the Whole of the Cale. 


—— 


FAB CCXLII 


A Country-man and an Ore. 


Country-man had got a Stubborn Oxe, chat would till be 

Puſhing and Flinging, whenever they went to Yoak, or 
to Tye him up. The Man Cuts off his Horns, and puts him to 
the Plough, and by That Means Secures Himlelf, both againſt 
his Head and his Heels; and in the Mean time, He Himſelf 
Guids the Plough : Bur though the Oxe, when he was thus 
Shackled and Diſarmed, could not either Strike, or Gore him, he 
made a ſhift yer to throw Duſt enough into his Eyes, and his 
Mouth, almoſt to Blind, and to Choak him. 


The MORAL. 


A Malicious Man may be Bound Hand and Foot, and put out of Condition 
of doing Miſchief, Eut a Malicious Will 1s never to be Maſter'd. 


REFLEXITON. 


THERE are ſome Natures ſo Untra&table, that there's No Good to be 
done upon them by Generoſity, Kindnels, Artifice, or Councel, nay the 
more pains a man takes to Reclaim them, rhe Worſe they are ; and when 
they are pur out of Condition to do Miſchief by Violence, they will find 
a Way yet to Teize and Plague People with Reſtle(s,and Vexatious Impor- 
runities. They Loye to be Troubleſome, and with the Shrew upon the 
Cucking-ftool, when their Mouths are Stopt, they'll call Prick/ouſe ſtill with 
their very Thumbs. 


F A B. 
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Fas CCXLIIL. 


A Dan and a Datyr. 


Here was a Man and a Satyr that kept much together, The 

Man Clapt his Fingers one day to his Mouth, and Blew 

upon 'em. What's That for ? (lays the Satyr) why lays he, My 
Hands are Extream Cold,and I do't to VVarm 'em. The Satyr, 
at Another time, found This Man Blowing his Porridge : And 
pray, lays he, What's the Meaning of That now ? Oh ! ſays the Man, 
My Porridge are Hot, and I do't to Cool 'em. Nay, ſays the 


Satyr, it you have gotten a Trick of Blowing Hot and Cold our 
of the fame Mouth, I have een Done with ye. 


The MORAL. 


There's No Converſing with any Man that Carries Two Faces under One 
Hood. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Moral cf this Fable muſt be Abſtracted from the Philoſophy of ir, 
and taken in the Senle of carrying 7 ws Faces #nder One hood. Ir {ets forth, 
however, the — of the Satyr in Not Underſtanding how Two ſuch 
Contrary Eticcts thould come from the fame Lips: But ir was Hogeſtly 
doncin him yet, to Renounce the Converſation of Oye that he roo p 
Double-Dealer ; and that could Accommodate himſelfto make Fair 
Companies, and Occaſions, without any regard to Trurh, or Juftice. It was 
This Fable that gave Rite tothe Old Adage of Blowing Hot and Cold ; which 
is taken for the Mark and Character of a Difſembler. 


—_— Ad 


——_——_—— 


Fas CCXLIV. 
A Country-man and a Boar. 


Country-man took a Boar in his Corn once, and Curt off 
One of his Ears. He took him a Second Time, and cut 
off T'other. He took him a Third Time, and made a Pre- 
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ſent of him to his Landlord. Upon the Opening of his 


Head, they found he had no Brains, and Every body fell a 
Wond'ring, and Diſcourſing upon it. Sir, ſays the Clown, If 
This Foar had had any Brains, he would have taken the _ 

Ff 3 ”_ 
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of Both his Ears for a Warning never to come into My Corn 
again. Theſe Words of the Silly Bumpkin ſet che whole Com- 


pany a Laughing. 
The M ORAL. 


An Incorrigible Fool that will take no Warning; there's no Flope of him, 
KEENSLEXATION., 


T H E Life and Converſation of ſome Men is ſo Brutal, as if 
they had only the Shape, without the Faculties of Reaſonable Crea- 
tures. What's He better then the Bvuar in This Fable now, that Aban- 
dons himſelf wholly to his Appetites, and Pleaſures ; and after {o many 
Repeated Poxes, and Qualms, One upon the Neck of Another, Drinks and 
Whores on till, in Deſpite of all Puniſhments, and Warnings. The Boar's 
lntemperance, and the Note upon him afterwards, on the Cutting of 
him up, that he had no Brains in's Head, may be Moraliz'd into the 
Figure of a Senſual Man, that has neither Grace, nor Knowledge, 
but runs hcadlong on to his Ruine, without citker Conlcicnoe, or Con- 
{ideration. 


Fas CCXLYV. 
A Bull and a Mouſe. 


Mouſe Pinch'd a Bull by the Foot, and then (lunk into her 

Hole. The Bull Tears up the Ground upon't, and 
Toſles his Head in the Air, looking about, in a Rage, for his 
Enemy, but ſees None. As he was in the Height of his Fury, 
the Mouſe puts out her Head, and Laughs at him. Your Pride 
(lays ſhe) may be brought down I ſee, for all Your Bluſtering, 
and your Horns ; for here's a Poor Mouſe has got the Better of 
ye, and You do not know how to Help your (elf. 


The MORAL. 


There's no ſuch way of Revenging an Afﬀront upon a Creature that's below 
an Honeſt Man's Anger, as Neglet and Contempt. 


R E- 
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REFLEXTOM 


NO Man lives without Enemies, and no Enemy is (6 Deſpicable, but 
ſometime or other he may do a Body a ſhrewd Turn. *Tis Prudence to 
pals over Thoſe Indignitics, which are cither too Little for our Conſidera- 
tion, Or out of our Power to Reach, and Puniſh. - For. there's Nothing 
more Ridiculous, then an Impotent Anger, that ſpends it ſelf ro ho man- 


ner of Purpole : and there's no Better way of Dealing with it, then to - 


Laugh it Our of Countenance, All Men in the World that we ſee Tran(- 
ported into Outrages, for ſmall Trivial Matters, fall untler the Amends 
of This Bu/ in the Fable, that ran Tearing Mad for the Pinching of a 
Mouſe. 


Fas. CCXLVI. 
A Country-man and Yercules. 


\ Carter that had laid his Wagon Faſt in a Slough, ſtood 

Gaping and Bawling to as many of the Gods and God- 
defles as he could Muſter-up, and to Hercules Eſpecially,to Help 
him out of the Mire. Why ye Lazy Puppy you, ſays Hercules, 
lay your Shoulder to the Wheel, and Prick your Oxen firſt, and 
Then's your Time to Pray. Are the Gods to do your Drudgery, 
d'ye _ and you lie Bellowing with Your Finger m Your 
Mouth, 


The MORAL. 


Men in Diſtreſs muſt Work as well as Pray, they ſhall be never the Better elſe. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS is bur after the Common Guile of the Warld, for people when 
they are put to a Plunge, to cry out to Heaven for rags 6 without Help- 
ing Themſelves ; whereas Providence Aſſiſts No Body that does not pur 
his Own Shoulders to the Work. Prayers without Works, are Nothing 
Worth, either for Other People, or for our ſelves | For Other People) I ſay, 
becauſe there is a Double Duty Incumbent upon us in the Exerciſe of 
Thoſe Powers, and Abilities, which Providence has given us for the Com- 
mon Good of Both. There muſt be the Penny as well as the Pater- 
Noſter. *Tis not a Bare Lord have Mercy upon ws, that will help the 
Cart our of the Mire, or our Neighbour out of the Ditch, withour put- 
ting our Hands to the Work. What ſignifies the Sound of Words in Pray- 
er, withour the Atetion of the Heart, and a ſedulous Application of the 
Proper Means that may Naturally lead to ſuch an End « This is to lay, 
Body and Soul muſt go together, in All the Offices of a Chriſtian, as well 
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as of a Civil Life, where there is place for the Excrciſs of the Facultics of 
Borh. 

There 1s allo a Pompous, and a Noitlic Devotion, that cries aloud to 
be heard of Men ; which is by to much the more Odiaus in the ſight of God 
then the Other, as an Hypocritical Afﬀectation of Religion, is Worlethen 
a Drowſie HeartlefIncſs of Dury, The Moral of This Fable may be 
Underſtood to look Both Ways, bur Care muſt be Taken however, not to 
ler the Scandals of Theatrical Appearances, Divert, or Deter us from the 
Practice of Holy Offices, within the Bounds of Picty and Good Con- 
(cience : after the Example of Thole, that ict up for Athei/ts, for fear they 
ſhould be raken for Fnthu/ra/ts. He, in fine, that Made Body and Soul 
will be Serv'd and Glorify'd by Both. Belide that Z7ercules helps no Body 
that will not Help himlclf. 


Fas CCXLVIL 


A Yen an Golden Cggs. 


Certain Good Y Yoman had a Hen, that Laid her Golden 

Eggs, which ceuld not be, ſhe thought, without a Mine 

in the Belly of her. Upon This Preſumption ſhe Cut her up 

to Search "© Hidden Trealure : But upon the Diſſe&ion found 

her juſt like Other Hens, and that the Hope of Getting more had 
betray d her tothe Loſs of what ſhe had in Poſleſſion, 


The MORAL. 


This is the Fate, Folly and Miſchief of Vain Defires,and of an Immoderate 
Love of Riches. Content wants Nothing, and Covetouſneſs brings Beggery. 


REFLEXIO N. 


THEY that would ſtill have more and more, can never have E- 
nough ; No, Not if a Miracle ſhould Incerpole to Gratify their Avarice ; 
for it makes Men Unthankful ro rhe Higheſt Degree, not only in Gene- 
ral, forthe Benefifs they Receive, bur in particular alſo to the very Bene- 
fators Themſelves. If the Neareſt Friend a Coverous Man has in the 
World, had really a Mine in his Guts, hed Rip him up to Find ir : For 
his Bus'neſs is to make the Moſt of what he has, and of what he can get, 
withour any regard to-the Courle of Providence, or of Nature : And 
what's the End of All Theſe Unreaſonable Deſires, bur Loſs, Sorrow, and 
Diſappointment? The True Intent of This Fable is to Pollets us with a 
Juſt Senſe of the Vanity and Folly -of theſe Craving Appetites. If the 
Woman could have been Contemeed with Golden Eggs, the might have 
kept That Revenne on ſtill ; but when Nothing lefs then the Mane it ſei} 
would ſerye her, ſhe loſt Hen, Eggs and all, 


FAB. 
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Fas CCXLVIIL 


An Ape and her Two Brats. 


HERE was an Ape that had Two Twins.She Doted up- 

on One of them,and did not much Care for T'other. She 

took a ſudden Fright once, and in a Hurry whips up her Darling 

under her Arm, and carries the Other a Pick-a-Pack upon 

her Shoulders. In This Haſte and Maze, Down ſhe comes, 

and beats out her Favourites Brains againſt a Stone 3 but That 
which ſhe had at her Back came off Safe and Sound. 


The MORAL 
Fondlings are Commonly Unfortunate. 


REFLEXION. 


PARTIALITY ina Parent is commonly Unlucky, it not a little 
Unnatural, for Fondlings are in danger to be made Fools, by the very Er- 
ror of their Education, and we find it Experimentally that the Children 
that are leaſt Cocker d make the Beſt, and Wiſeſt Men. "Tis well to 
be Tender, bur to fer the Heart roo much upon any thing, is what we can- 
not Juſtify, either in Religion, or in Reaſon. I was Saying that Partiali- 
ty was a little Unnatural roo. Ido not mean a Partiality of Inclination ; 
tor we cannot Command our Likings, or our Averſions; bur I ſpeak of 
a Partiality that ſhews it (elf in a Diſtinguiſhing Preference of One to the 
Other, and therefore what Hankering Diſpotitions foever we may have, 
Thar Fondneſs ſhould not Tranſport us beyoad the Bounds of a Dilſcreer 
AﬀeQion: And Other Circumſtances apart, we thould no more be Kind- 
er to One Child then to Another, then we are Tender of One Eye more 
thea of the Orher ; for they are Both our Own Fleſh. and Bioud alike. 
Children are Naturally Jealous, and Envious, and the Quenching of their 
Spirits fo Early, Hazzards the Damping of them for ever. Beſide, that 
there is no ſuch Fop in Fine, as my Young Maſter that has the Honour 
to be a Fool of his Lady Mothers Making. She Blows him up with a 
Conceit of Hunlelf. and there he Stops without ever Advancing One Step 
further. In ſhort, ſhe makes a Man of him art Sixteen, and a Boy all the 
Days of his Life after. And what is All This now, but the True Moral 
of the Ape with her Brats here in the Fable 2 The Cab that the carry'd 
at her Back had the Wit to Shift for it ſelf; bur the Other, that ſhe 
Hugg'd as the Devil did the Witch,Periſh'd in her very Arms. 
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FAR CCXLIX. 
An £©re and a Detfer. 


Wanton Heifer that had little Elſe ro do then to Frisk up 

and down in a Meadow, at Eaſe and Pleaſure, came up 
toa Working Oxe with a Thouſand Reproaches in her Mouth ; 
Bleſs me, ſays the Heifer, what a Difference there is betwixt 
your Coat and Condition,and Mine ! Why, What a Gall'd Nafty 
Neck have we here ! Look ye, Mines as Clean as a Penny, and 
as ſmooth as Silk I warrant ye. *Tis a Slaviſh Life to be Yoak'd. 
thus, and in Perpetual Labour. What would you give to be 
as Free and as Eaſy now as I am ? The Oxe kept Theſe Things 
in his Thought, without One Word in Anſwer at preſent ; bur 
ſecing the Heifer raken up a While after for a Sacrifice : Well 
Siſter, ſays he, and have nor you Frisk'd fair now, when the 
Eaſe and Liberty you Valu'd your ſelf upon, has brought you 
to This End ? | 


The MORAL. 


Tis No New Thing for Men of Liberty and Pleaſure, to make Sport with 
the Plain, Honeſt Servants of their Prince and Country : But Mark the 
Fud on't, and while the One Labours in his Duty with a Good Conſcience, 
the Other, like a Beaſt, is but Fatting up for the Shambles. 


REELEXION. 


THERE was never any thing gotten by Senſualiry and Sloth, either 
in Matter of Profit or of Reputation, whereas an Active, Induſtrious Life, 
carries not only Credit and Advantage, but a Good Conſcience allo along 
withirt. The Lazy, the Voluptuous, the Proud, and the Delicate are 
Struck at in This Fable : Men that Set their Hearts only upon the Pre- 
lenr, without either Entring into the Reaſon, or looking forward into rhe 
End of Things : Little Dreaming that all this Pomp of Vanity, Plenty, 
and Plcaſure, is but a Fattening of them for the Slaughter. *Tis the Caſeof 
Great and Rich Men in the World; the very Advantages they Glory in 
are the Cauſe of their Ruine. The Heifer that Valud it felf upon.a 
Smooth Coat, and a Plump Habit of Body was taken up for a Sacrifce ; 
but the Oxe that was Deſpis'd for his Drudgery, and his Raw-Bones, went 
on with his Work (till in the Way of a Safe and an Honeſt Labour. 
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Far. CCL. 
A Dog and a Lyon. 
WT a Miſerable Life doſt thoulead, ſays a Dog to a 


Lyon, to run Starving up and down thus in Woods 
and Deſerts, without either Meat, or Eaſe. I am Fat and Fair 
you ſee, and it Coſts me neither Labour, nor Pains. Nay, 
lays the Lyon, you have many a Good Bir no Doubt on't ; bur 
then like a Fool you ſubje& your ſelf to the Clogs and Chains 
chat go along with it : Bur for my Own Part, let him ſerve 
that ſerve Can, and lerve Will, I'll Live and Die Free. 


The MORAL. 


That Man deſerves to be a Slave, that Sacrifices his Liberty to his Ap- 
petite. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Moral of Fhis is the Same with That of Dog and Wolfe, 
Fab. 69. 
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Fas CCLI. 
A River-Filh and a Sea-Fith. 


Here was a Large Ovet-grown Pike that had the Fortune 

to be Carry'd out to Sea by a Strong Current, and he 

had there the Vanity to Value himſelf above All che Fiſh in the 
Ocean. * We'l refer That (ſays a Sturgeon) to the Judgment of 
the Market, and ſee which of the Two Yields the Better Price. 


The MORAL 


Every Man has his Province Aſſign'd him, and none But a Mad-man will 
pretend to Impoſe ; and to give Laws where he has Nothing to do. 


REFLEXIO N. 


' THERE's no Folly like That of Vain Glory, nor any thing more 
Ridiculous then for a Vain Man to be till Boaſtirig of Himſelf : Fos ns 
againſt All Law and Equity, for a Body to be admitted a Judge in ones 
Own Caſe. A ſecond Doctrine may be This (and we find it True by Ex- 
perience) that Money Governs the World ; and that the Market Price 1s the 

| G g Meaſure 
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—_— | Antanus ESA ASBLE 


Al-1lure of oy Worth of Az as well as of Fiihes : As the Stur TION jok; 
it to the F7/k-monzer tro Determine the Controver!ly betwixe 24m ant 
the Pike. 


— _— — — 


Fun CCLIL 
A For and a Leopard. 
ds S a Leopard was Valuing himſelt upon the Luſtre of his 


Party-colour'd-Skin, a Fox gave him a Jog, and Whil- 


pcr'd him, that the Beauty ot the Mind was an Excelleace, In- 
Fn itely to be Pre ferr'd above That of a Painted Out-fide. 


The MOR AI 
A Good Underſtanding is a Bleſſins Infinitc!y beyond 47! Fraternal Beau 
ESTLEALDO NN. 


THERE are Degrces in Good Things. There are Bieſlings ot F; 
tune, and Tholc arc of the Loweſt Rate. The Next above 1::vle Bick 
ſings are the Bodily Advantages of Strength, Gracefulnets and Health ; 
bur the Superlative Bleilings, in finc,arc the Bleflungs of the Mind : Fools 
tis true may be allowd ro Brag of Fooliſh Things ; but the Leopard's 
Beauty without the Foxes Wit is no better then a Fop in a Gay Coat. 


FA EE ER 
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Fas CCLIII. 
Pemades the Ozato. 


HIS Demades was a very Famous Orator, and taking No- 

rice as he was in the Middle of a Diſcourſeto the People 
upon a Subject of Great Importance, that their Thoughts were 
Wand'ring upon Something elſe, He ſlipt from his Text into 
This Diprefſion. Ceres, (lays he) a Swallow, and an Eele, were 
Travelling together upon the Way : "They came to a River, it 
leems, and the Swallow flew over it; The Fele made a ſhift 
to Swim thorough it; ----- And there he ſtopt. Well (lays 
lome of the Company) and what became of Ceres ? Why (lays 
Demades) The Goddeſs was mightily Offended, to find ſo 
many People in the World that are Deaf to any thing they 
may be the Better for, and yet haye their Ears Opea to 
Fooleries. 


The MORAL. 


People are ſooner Reclaim'd by the Side-Wind of a Surprize, then by Down- 
right Admonition and Councel ; for they lend an Far to a Parable when 
Nothing elſe will Down with them: 


Abjtemiss F ABLES. 


REFLEXIO NN. 


MEN Mind the Pleaſure, and the Satisfaction of a Fancy, or a Looſe 
\ppetite more then they do Better Things ; and they are ſooner brought 
ro Themſelves, and fer Right by the Immuendo of a Parable, then by the 
Dint of dirc& Reaſon. "There are many Mcn that are Infinitely Ten- 
der in Point of Honour, and have very little Regard yet upon the Main, to 
Truth and Equity. Now ſuch People as Theſe are ſooner Wrought upon 
by Shame then by Conſcience, when they find themſelves Fool'd and 
Shamm'd (as we lay) into a Conviction. This Fable tells us what we Ought 
to do in the Caſe of Attending to Inſtruftive and Profitable Countels. Ir 
tells us alſo what we are apt to do, in Heark'ning after Foolerics : and 
loſing the Opportunity of Hearing and Learning Better Things. And it 
ſhews us-1n tine, the force of an Allegory berwixrt Jeſt and Earneſt ; which 
in ſuch a Caſc as This, is certainly the moſt Arrificial, Civil, and Effectual 
Manner of Reproach. I call it a Reproach ; for 'tis an Afront to Good 
Manncrs as well as ro Ordinary Prudence, not to Hearken to a Man of 
Aurhority ; That is to fay, to the Voice of Wiſdom, when ſhe {peaks to 
us out of the Mouth of a Philofopher. Men that have Wand ring Thoughts 
at {uch a Lecture, deſerve as well ro be Whipt, as Boys for Playing art 
Pulh-Pin, when they ſhould be Learning their Leſſon : Beſide, that it is 
only Anothcr way of calling a Man Fool, when no Heed is given to what 
he fays. Now Demades that Underſtood both his Bus'neſs, and the Weak 
ſide of Humane Nature perfetly Well, never troubled his Head to bring 
his Auditory to their Wits again by the Force of Dry and Sober Reaſon ; 
but Circumvented them by a Delicate Figure, into a Curioſity that led 
them Naturally to a Better Senſe of their Intereſt, and rheir Duty. 


_—__ 


Far CCLIY. 


A For and a Dedge-Yog. 


] ir: brought the Samians to their Wits again out of a moſt 
Deſperate Sedition with This Fable. 

A Fox, upon the Croling of a River, was forc'd away by the 
Current into an Eddy, and there helay with Whole Swarms of 
Flies, Sucking and Galling of him. There was a Water Hedges 
Hog (we mult Imagine) at hand, that in Pure Pity Offer'd to 
Beat away the Flies from him. - No, No, ſays the Fox, Pray ler 
em Alone, for the Flies that are upon me now are cen Burſting- 
full already, and caqg do me little more Hurt then they have 
done : Burt when Thele are gone once, there will be a Company 
you ſhall ſce of Starv'd Hungry Wretches to take their Places, 
that will not leave ſo much as One Drop of Blood in the Whole 
Body of me. | þ 

n. 


Abſtemuss FABLES. 


Tiberius Ceſar made a very Pertinent Application of This Fan- 
cy to a Caſe of his Own, The Queſtion was, whether or no 
he ſhould Caſheir ſome of his Corrupt Governors of Provinces, 
for Oppreſſing the People 2 He gave the World to Underſtand 
his Mind by This Fable. 

There was a Man lay Miſerably Wounded upon the High- 
way, and Swarms of Flies upon him, Sucking his Sores. A 
Traveller that was paſſing by, Pity'd his Condition, and Offer'd 
him his Service, in Pure Charity to Drive them away. No, No, 
ſays T'other, pray let them alone ; for when Theſe are gone, 


L ſhall have VVorſe in Their Places. This will be the Caſe of 
My Subjects it 1 Change their Governors. 


The BB ESA L 
The Force of a Fable. 
REFLEXION: 


I F (fays Aſ/op) You ſhall once Deſtroy your Preſent Governor, that 
is Full and Wealrthy,you muſt of Neceſtiry Chule Others when he is gone, 
who will be ſure to Fill their own Coffers out of What the Other has left 
ye. This Fable upon the Whole is very Inſtructive how People ſhould Be- 
have themſelves in the Caſe of Male-Adminiſtration, or Oppreſlion ; where 
there is any Colour to Complain of Cruelty, or Injuſtice under the Cover 
of Sovereign Power. "The Foxes Relolution here is mightily to the Pur- 
poſe: That is to ſay, where the Grievance is only the Unrighteous Exer- 
ciſe of a Lawful Authority. The Removal of Blood-ſuckers that are al- 
| ready as Full as their Skins will hold, ſerves only to make way for O- 

thers thatare Greedy and Empty. This is no Redreſs of the Evil, No, nor 
ſo much as a Change ; bur in Truth an Augmentation of it. 

It is again to be Conſider'd, that as Government is Neceſlary, Sacred, and 
Unaccountable, 1o it is but Equal for us to bear the Infelicities of a Male- 
Exerciſe ofit, as we Enjoy the Bleſſings 6f Authority and Publique Order. 
There's Nothing Pure that's Sublunary,but ſomewhat ſtill of Good Blended 
with the Bad, and of Bad with the Good : And This Natural Mixture runs 
thorough the Whole Courſe and Condition of Humane Afﬀairs. We are 
not tobe cither our Own Carvers, or our Own Chulcrs, and the Man 
puts out his Own Eyes that does not ſce the Folly, and the Iniquity of 
Struggling with Infuperable Powers, which is Impious in the Practice, and 
Miſerable in the Concluſion. Where Government is Accounted a Bondage, 
the Exerciſe of it ſhall neyer fail of being call'd Perſecution or Opprſlion: 
Burt ro put Matters at Worſt, Let us for Arguments fake, ſuppoſe Pilling and 
Polling Officers,as Buſie upon the People as Theſe Flies were uponthe Fox : 
Better bear a Tolerable Preſent Calamity then Exchangeit for a Worle ; and 
the Fox had the Wir rather to ſuffer the Galling of a Parcel of Flies thar 
wereFull already, then by Beating them off, ro make way for a New (er 
of Hungry Sharpers that would do him Fifty times the Mitchict. 


FAB. 


Abſtemnus's SASLES 


Elan CCLY. 


A Mouſe in a Cheſt. 
\ Mouſe that was bred in a Cheſt, and had liv'd all her days 


there upon what the Dame of the Houle laid up in't, hap- 
pen'd one time to drop out over the Side, and to Stumble upon 
a very Delicious Morlel, as ſhe was Hunting up and down to 
find her way In again. She had no ſooner the Taſte of it in her 
Mouth, bur ſhe brake our into Exclamations, what a Fool ſhe 
had been thus Long, to Perſwade her felt that there was No 
Happineſs in the World but in That Box. 


The MORAL. 


4 Contented Mind and a Good Conſcience will make a Body Happy where- 
ever he ts. 


REFLEXION. 


?TIS well to be Content in what Place and Condition ſfoever we are; 
without being yct ſo Fond of it as not to be prepar'd for —_— or 
Chance that may Befall us. A Good Patriot loves his Own Country Beſt, 
bur yer in cale of Neceſiity, or a Fair Convenience, the Whole Globe of the 
Earth is an Honeſt Man's Country, and he reckons himſelf at home where- 
ever he is. The Mouſe was Well in the Cheſt ; but ſhe found her ſelf Bet- 
cer afterwards in the World, which ſerves to tell us that we may be Happy 
in a Private Life, as well as in a Publique, and that by the Benefit cither of - 
a Chriſtian, or a Philoſophical Reſignation to our Lot, whatever it is, we 
may beſo wherever we are. 


— — 


Fas CCLVI. 
A Dugbandman and Ceres. 


Certain Farmer complain'd that the Beards of his Corn Cuc 

the Reapers and the Thraſhers Fingers ſometimes, and 
therefore he deſired Ceres that his Corn might grow hereafter 
without Beards. The Requeſt was Granted, and the Little Birds 
Eat up all his Grain. Fool that I was (ſays he) rather to lole the 
Support of my Life, then venture the Pricking of my Servants 
Fingers, 


The 


—  --  - 
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The MORAL. 


Thore mull he »9 Refining upon thelFork F of Prot dence * for He that thinks 
to Mend them, Forteits bus Rizht to the Bleſſinz aud Benefit of them. 


REFLEAAATON. 


N © Man can be perfectly Happy ; bur it he be either Curious, or 
Unſteady, he ſhall Live aad Dic Craving, and in a Reitlets Want of tome- 
thing or other that is never to be had. Wherefore we thouli do well to 
Wet; th our Prelent Inconveniences againft Thoſe that may probably ariſe 
in the Fururc, anc | not {o much as tv thunk of C hanging our Condition till 
we have Ballanc d the Accounts. We may lay down | bis, in ſhort, ſor a 
Rule without any Exception that Nothing but a Fool or a Madman will 
With any thing to be Other then as God has Made it. Let us Retorm our 
Lives, and Mcnd our Manners, and tet E very Unng Right at Home firit, 
befor: we Take upon usto Correct rhe Works of Provi [ence and Nature. 
The Husbandman thought Corn would do better wichout Beards, 'till he 
found that according to the Way he wene ro Work, he thoul have ncicher 
One nor 7 otber. 
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Fas CCLVII. 
A Country-man anc a Yawh. 


Comntry Fellow had the Fortune to take a Hawk in the Hot 

Purſuit of a Pigeon. The Hawk Pleaded for her (elf, 
that ſhe never did the Country-man any Harm, and therefore [ 
hope, ſays ſhe, that You'l do Me None. Well ! {ays the Country- 
man, and pray what Wrong did the Pigeon ever do you ? 
Now by the Reaſon of Your own Argument, you muſt &en 
Expect to be Treated Your ſelf, as You your (el! would have 


Treated This Pigeon. 


The MORAL 


iTis good to Think before we Speak, for fear of Condemning our jelves out 
of our Own Mouths. 


=Y Abſtemuns's FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS Fablc holds forth to us ſeveral Morals. Rapine and Injuſtice, 
Meet in the End with Violence, One Murderer is Kill'd by Another, A- 
dulterers are paid in kind ; and One Wicked Man Puniſhes Another, It 
is but according to the Courle of the World for the Stronger to Oppreſs 
the Weaker, and for Thieves Themſclves ro Rob one Another : Bur the 
more Mighty do well however in Avenging Tholec that are Opprels'd by 
the Leis Mighty. And the Fable has This Proſpect roo, that Princes are 
as much Ty'dto Vindicate their Subjects Caulc as if it were their Own. 

'Tis no News for the Weak and the Poor to be a Prey to the Strong, 
and the Rich, and the Vindication of the Innocent is no II] Plea, or Mat: 
que for the Opprelling of rhe Guilty. Birds of Prey are an Emblem of 
Rapacious Officers. A Superior Power takes away by Violence from Them, 
That which by Violence they took away from Others : Bur it falls our 
roo often that the Equity of Reſtitution 1s forgotten, after the Execution 
of the Puniſhment. Now what is This way of Proceeding, bur Drinking 
the Blood of the Widow and the Orphan at ſecond hand? For He thartakes 
away from a Thicf, That which the Thief, to his Knowledge, rook from 
an Honeſt Man, and Keeps it to Himſelf, is the Wickeder Thief of the 
Two, by how much the Rapine is made yet Blacker by the pretence of 
Picty and Juſtice, Here's a Country-man takes a ZZawk in the Chace of a , 
Pigeon, The Hawk Reaſons the Cale with him; The Country-man Pleads 
the Pigeons Cauſe, and upon a Fair Hearing ; The /awk ſtands Condemn'd 
out of her own Mouth, and the Innocent is conſequently deliver'd from 
her Oppreſſor. Now here's One Violence Diſappointed by Another ; 
A Poor Harmleſs Wretch Protected againſt a Powerful Adverlary ; Juſtice 
done upon a Notorious Perſecutor ; and yet after All This Glorious {emb- 
lance of a Publique Spirited Generoſity, and Tenderneſs of Nature, the 
Man ogly fav'd the Pigeon from the Ffawk, that he might Eat it Fim- 
ſelf: And if we look Well about us we ſhall find This to be the Caſe of 
Moſt Mediations, we meet with in the Name of Publique Juſtice. 


—— 


Fas CCLVIII. 


A Swallow and a Spider. 


A Spider that Obſerv'd a Swallow Catching of Flies, fell Im- 
mediately to Work upon a Net to Catch Swallows, for ſhe 
lookt upon't as an Encroachment upon Her Right : But the 
Birds wichout any Difficulty, brake through the Work, and flew 
away with the very Net it ſelf. Well, ſays the Spider, Bird- 
Catching is none of My Talent I perceive ; and ſo ſhe return'd to 
her Old Trade of Catching Flies again. 


Abitemis's FABLES. 


— — 


The MORAL. 


A Wiſe Man will not Undertake any thing without Means Anſwerable to 
the End. 


REFLEXION. 


LET Every Man Examine his Own Strengrh, and the Force of the 
Enemy he is to Cope withal before he comes ro Clole, and Grapple with 
him : For he's ſure to go by the Worſt that Contends with an Adverſary 
that is too Mighty for lum. "Tis Good Advice not to Contend with Thoſe 
that arc too Strong for us, bur {till with a ſaving ro Honeſty and Juſtice, 
for the Integrity of the Mind muſt be ſupported againſt All Violence and 
Hazzards whatſoever. This of the Spider was a very Fooliſh Undertaking, 
and as Unjuſt a Pretence ; for the Equity of the Calc is Clearly Miſtaken. 
The Intent of the Fable is to fer us Right in the Underſtanding, and In- 
rerpreting of Injuries. *Tis an Unhappy Error to take things for Injuries 
| that'are Not fo: And then —_— an Injury done, 'tis a Nice Point to 

Proportion the Reparation to the Degree of the Indignity ; and to take a 
True Meaſure of our Own Force. It was a Ridiculous Project to think of 
Catching a Swallow in a Cobweb; and the Spider was as much Our too in 
thinking to Reſtrain the Common Air to irs own Particular Uſe. The Swat 
low was a Fly-Ca!cher as well as the Spider, and no more an Inter-loper 

n the £*:der's Right, rhenthe Spider was upon the Swallows; for the 
Flies were in Common to Both. Thoſe People, in ſhort, deſerve to be 
Doubly Laugh'd at, that are Peviſh, and Angry ; Firſt for Nothing, and 
2ly. ro no manner of Purpoſe. 

This Envious Injuſtice is Frequent in the World, for why ſhould Peo- 
ple think to Engroſe and Appropriate the Common Benefits of Fire, Air, 
and Water ro Themfelves ; Not bur that there are Swarms and Swarms of 
This ſort of Srate-Spiders in the World, that Reckon Every F!y that's 
taken out of the Common-Stock, as a Pexny out of their Own Pockets. The 
Bounties of God and of Princes ought to be Free, both Alike, without 
making Every Morel of Bread that an Honeſt Man purs in his Mouth to 
be the Robbing of a Minion. Wherefore ler Ever an Compure, firſt 
whar he ought to do. 2/y. What he is Able to do. Provided 3/y. That 
he Govern himſelf by the Rules of Verrue and Diſcretion. This Conſide- 
ration before hand, would have fav'd the Fooliſh Spider the Trouble of 


Setting Nets for Swallows, 
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Fas CCLIX 


A Country-man an.! 2 B1ver. 


Country-man that was to Pals a River, Sounded it up and 

down to try where it was moſt Fordable z and upon 
Tryal he made This Obſervation on't: Where the Water ran 
Smooth, he found it Deepeſt ; and on the contrary, Shalloweſt 
where it made moſt Noile. 


The MORAL. 


There's More Damzer in a Reſerv d and Silent, then in a Noiſy, Babbling 
[nemy. 


ESTFLEXIO NN. 


GREAT Talkers arc not always the Greateſt Doers, and the Danger 
is Greateſt, where there's leaſt Bluſlcring anl Clamour. 

Much Tongue, and much Judgment fcldom go together, for Talking 
and Thinking arc Two Quite Diftcring Facultics, and there's commonly 
more Depth where there's Leſs Noiſe. We {ind it ro be Thus berwixt your 
ſuperficial Men, and Men that are well Founded in Any Art, Scicnce, or 
Profeſſion. As in Philolophy, Divinity, Arms, Hiſtory , Manners. The 
very Practice of Babbling 1s a Great Weakneſs, and not only the Humour, 
but the Matter ſhews it fo : tho' upon the Main, 1t 1s not Capable cither 
of Much Good, or of Much Evil ; for as there s No Trulting in the Caſe, 
ſo there's No Great Danger from them, in the Manage of any Deſign ; for 
Many and Rath Words Betray the Speaker of them. Asto the Man of Si- 
lence and Reſerve, that keeps Inmſclt Clolc, and his Thoughts Private, He 
Weighs, and Compares Things, and Proceeds upon Deliberation. Ir is 
good to ſee and found however, before a Man Plunges ; for a Boy _ 
as weit be Over-born by the Violence of a Shallow, Rapid Stream, as Swat- 
low up in the Gulph of a ſmooth Water, Tis in This Caſe with Mer, 
as tis with Rrvers. 


Abllemurs FABLES, 


Fab COLE 


A Pigeon and a Pye. 


Pze was Wond'ring once to a Pigeon, why ſhe would 

Breed (till in the ſame Hole, when her Young Oaes 
were conſtantly taken away from her before they were able to 
fly. Why Thar's my Simplicicy, ſays the Pigeon. I mean no 
Harm, and 1 ſuſpe& None. 


The MORAL. 


Do as You would be done by, is a Better Rule in the Doftrine, then in 
the Prattice: For Truſt as you would be Truſted, wil! not hold be- 
twixt a Knave and an Honeſt Man. There's no Dealinz with a Sharper 
but at his Own Play. 


REFLEALTON. 


THE Truer Hearted any Man is, the more Lyable is he to be Im- 
pos'd upon: And then the World calls it Out-witting of a Man; when, in 
truth, he's only Out-knav'd : And obliga, even in Charity and Good Na- 
rure, to Believe till he be Couzen'd. And we find the Country-man's 
Obſervation Confirm'd by Daily Experience. This does not yer Hins 
der a ſincere Singleneſs of Heart from being a Vertue fo neceſſary 
for the Comfort and Security of Mankind, that Humane Society cannot 
(ubſiſt withour it. And therefore 'tis a Thouſand Pirics it ſhould be {6 
Diſcountcnanc'd, and Abus'd, as in the Common Practice of this World 
we find it is. Burt it ſtands Firm however to the ſame Tenor of Life, As 
the Pizeon kept ſtill ro the ſame Hole to lay her Eggs in what'ere ſhe 


Loſt by. 


— 


FAD COLE 
A Cuckow and a Dawh. 


Y the Beak, and the Claws of a Cuckow, one would take 

her for a kind of Hawk; only the One Lives upon 
Worms, and the Other upon Fleſh : Infomuch that a Hawk 
T witted a Cuckow One day with her Courle Way of Feeding. 
If you'l Look like a Hawk, Why don't you Live like a Hawk ? 
The Cuckow took This a little in Dudgeon ; bur paſſing by a 
Pigeon-Houſe ſome ſhort time afrer , what ſhould ſhe ſee but the 
Skin of This very Hawk upon a Pole, on the Top of the Dove» 
Hh 2 Houſe * 


Abſlemins's FABLES. 


Houſe: Well! ſays the Cuckow (in Conceit) to the Hawk, and 
had not you as good have been Eating Worms now, as Pigeons ? 


The MORAL. 


Pride i" an Abomination in the Sight of God, and the Judgment 1s Tuſt upon 
us, when the Subject of our Vanity becomes the Occaſion of our Ruine. 


REFLEXIO N; 


A Safe Mediocrity 1s much better then an Envy'd, and a Dangerous Ex- 
cellency. They that in their Proſperity Delpile Others, ſhall be ſure iy 
their Adverſity ro be Deſpisd Themſelves. Ir 15 much the ſame Caſe with 
Men of Prey, that it is with Birds of Prey. They take it for a Diſpa- 
ragement to Sort themſelves with any Other then the Enemics of the 
Publique Peace : But Men that Live upon Rapine, are {ct up for a Marque, 
4s the Common Enemy : and all Hcads and Hands arc at Work to De- 
ſtroy them. 


INS ——— 
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Fas. CCLXIL. 
A Country-man and an Aſs. 


S a Country-man was Grazing, his Aſs in a Meadow, comes 
A a Hot Alarum that the Enemy was juſt falling into their 
Quarters. The Poor Man calls preſently to his Aſs, in a Ter- 
rible Fright, to Scoure away as faſt as he could Scamper : for, 
ſays he, we ſhall be Taken elſe. Well, quoth the Aſs, and what 
-3f we ſhould be Taken? I have One Pack-Saddle upon my Back 
already, will they Clap Another a top of that d'ye Think ? 1 
can but be a Slave wherever I am : So that Taken, or not Taken, 
'tis all a Caſe to Me, | 


The MORAL. 


It's ſome Comfort for a Body to be ſo Low that he cannot fall : And in ſuch 
a Condition already that cannot well be Worſe. If a Man be Born to be 
a Slave, no matter to what Maſter. 


 Abſtemins's FABLES. 


REFALAEBIESON 


HERES a Fiction of an Al/arwm, and we'll ſuppoſe it to be a Falſe 
One too ; for the Inventer has not Determin'd the Point. Now the Fancy 
will have more Force and Quicknels in't that Way, then T'other ; and 
the Aſſes Realoning upon the Cale, will hold good both Ways alike: 
Only the Afes in the Moral are more Frightful then the Aſſes in the Fable. 
We ſhall be Taken elſe, is the Song of All Popular Male-Contents, when 
they deſign a Change of Government : And fo they Hurry the Mobile 
Headlong, upon the very Dread of Imaginary Chains and Shackles, into the 
Slavery they Feard: But ſome Aſſes are Witer then Others ; for the Multi- 
tude would Anifwer their Maſters elſe in the One Inſtance, as the 
Animal here in the Emblem Anſwer d His, in the Other : Here was no 
Scampering away ata Venture, without Fear, or Wit; No Sollicitous En- 
quiry whether the News was True or No: But the Mythologi/t has pru- 
dently, and for our Inſtruction, Caſt thoſe Two Circumſtances out of the 
Queltion, and laid the Streſs of it upon This ſingle Iſſue. As who ſhould 
lay ; In all Governments there muſt be Burdens to be Born, and People to 
Bear them : And who ſo Proper to bear Thoſe Burdens, as Thoſe that Pro- 
vidence and Policy have Appointed and Deſign'd for that Office and Stari- 
on ? So that tis all one to the Common Peoplc who's Uppermoſt (That 1s 
ro {ay, upon the Matter of Eaſc and Liberty) for Aſes muſt be Afes till 
whocver Rides-them ; And Providence will kcep the World in Order till, 
whoeyer Grumbles at it. 


FaB. CCLAXIIL. 
A For and a Knot of Goſſips: 


Fox that was taking a Walk one Night Crofs a Village 

ſpy'd a Bevy of Jolly, Goſſypping Wenches, making Merry 0- 
ver a Diſh of Pallets, Why Ay, lays he; Is not this a Brave 
World now ? A Poor Innocent Fox cannot fo much as Peep in- 
toa Hen-Rooſt, though but to Keep Life and Soul together, 
and what a Bawling do you make on't prefently with your 
Dogs, and your Baſtards! And yet You your felves can lie 
Stuffing your Guts here with your Hens, and your Capons, and 
not a Word of the Pudding. How now Bold-Face, crys an Old 
Trot. Sirrah, we Eat our Own Hens, I'd have you know ; 
and what you Eat, you Steal. 


——— —  ____— — 
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The MORAL. 


There are Men of Prey as well as Beaſts of Prey, that Account Rapine as 
grod a Title as Propriety. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS gives us to Underſtand, firſt, that a Man may do what he will 
with his Own ; bur he has Nothing to do with the Propriety of Another 
Body. 2dly, ThatPcople may do any Thing with _—_— where there's 
No body to call 'em to Account for't; And that which is Death for One 
to do is Lawful for Another. 

There are ſeveral Starts of Fancy, that Off-hand look well enough ; but 
bring them to the Teſt, and there's Nothing in 'em. The Foxes Reproach 
hcre upon the Goſſips, was a Frolique Plealant enough ; but without any 
Colour, or Congruity of Reaſon; and the Fallacy lies, from the ſame 
Thing done by ſeveral Perlons, to the fame Right of Doing it ; though un- 
der Circumſtances fo Different, thar there's no Parity ar all berwixt them 
upon the Collation. This Freak has ſomewhar of the Air in't ofthe Young 
Fellow's Conceit to his Father, when he took him Ruffling his Grand-mo- 
ther. Why may not Tlie with your Mother, \ays he, as well as Tou lie with 
Mine > Theſe Foxes ſhould do well tro Conſider, that High-Way-Men, and 
Other Criminals have as much to ſay for themſelves, where there's a Breach 
of Law, and Common Juſtice in the Caſe. This Inſtance of the Fox and 
the Goſſips, comes to the Old Proverb ; that One may better Steal a Horſe 
then Another look over the Hedge. 


4. 
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Fas. CCLXIV. 
Capons Fat and Lean. 


Here were a Great many Cramm'd Capons together ina 
Coop ſome of 'em very Fair and Fat, and Others again 

thar did not Thrive upon Feeding. The Fat ones would be 
ever and anon making ſport with the Lean, and calling them 
Starvelings ; till inthe End, the Cook was Order'd to Drels (o 
many Capons for Supper, and to be ſure ro take the Beſt in the 
Pen : when it came to That once, they that had moſt Fleſh up- 


on their Backs, wiſh'd they had had Leſs, and 'twould have been 
Better for 'em. : | 


Abſtemis's FABLES, 


Thc MORAL. 


Proſperity makes Peop!/: Proud, Fat, and Wanton: but when a Day of Reck- 
ning comes, They are the Firſt ftill that go to Por. ; 


REFFLEAKEONs 


THE Fat Capors in This Fable, are the Rich, the Great, and the (Exter- 
nally) Happy Men in the World. People Weigh Verrtye, in Common Re- 
putation, as they do Fleſh in the Market, at to much a Pound. They 
Agree too ui the Contempt of Men of a Lels Size and Quality, and they 
Meet with the Same Fate in the End too, by a Juſt Judgment upon them for 
their Inſulting Vanity. They are made the very Mark for Envy, and A- 
varice to ſhootart: and Equally in danger of being Sacrific'd, either ro 
Tyranny, or to Faction. The Poor, in tine, have This Contolation, that 
their Condition 1s ſafer, and Eaficr, then That of the Rich : And All Peo- 
ple in the World will agree with Thoſe Capors in the Fable, that ir is 
better ro Live Leaner then to Pye Fat: 


Fap. CCLXV. 
Oren and a, Piece of Timber. 


H E Timber was Complaining of the Ingratitude of the 

Oxen, How often, fays the Timber, have | fed ye with 
my Leaves, and Reliev'd ye under My Shadow ? and tor You 
ro Drag me now at This rate, over Dirt and Stones ! Alas ! cry 'd 
the Oxen : Do not you lee how we Pant and Groan, and how 
we are Goaded on, to do what we Do ? The Timber Confider'd 
how Unwillingly they did it, and ſo Forgave them. 


The MORAL. 


IV hat we are forc'd to 4 | by an Over-ruling Power and Neceſſity, is not 
proper!) our Own Att. + 


REFLEAETST 


'TIS not the Thing that is Done, but the Intention in the Doing of it, 
that makes the Action Good, or Evil. There's a Great Difference bertwixt 
what we do upon Force, and what upon Inclnation ; and the Good Will is 
never the leſs Obliging, though by ſome Unlucky Accident it ſhould be 
Diverrted to my Ruine. Whercthere 1s neither Privity, nor Conſent, there 
can be no Malice, and Conicquently No Crime, or Dilobligation. For 
All other Miſadventures Amount to no more in Truth, then That which 
wecall Ill Luck, in the Common Accicents of Life, wheretore the Timber 
was in the Rightrto Forgive the Oxe» hcre, and fo thail We be too, if after 
the Doctrine, and Examplc of This Fable, we forgive one Another. 

| FAR 
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Fan CCLXYI. 


Crees Streight and Crook'd. 


Here was a Delicate Plantation of Trees that weve All 

Well-grown, Fair and Smooth, {ave only One Dwart among 
them that was Knotty, and Crooked, and the Reſt had it in Deri- 
fion. The Maſter of the Wood, it ſeems, was to Build a Houſe, 
and Appointed his Workman to ſupply the Timber out of Thar 
Grove, and to Cut down Every Stick on't that they found fit 
for Service. They did as they were Order'd, and This Il-Fq- 
vour d Piece was left Alone. 


The MORAL. 


Celebrated Beauties are ſeldom Fortunate. 


REFLEXION. 


TIS a Felicity to be Plain, and Inconſiderable, where 'tis Dangerous 
to be Otherwiſe. There are a Thouſand Inconveniences that Attend Great 
Beauties and Fortunes, which the Poor and Deformed are Free from ; Not 
bur thart it is Betrer to fall Honourable in the Service of the Publique, then 
to Survive, inthe Scandal of an Unprofitable, and an Inglorious Life. The 
Moral gives us alſo ro Underſtand, thas Pride will have a Fall, and that 
No Perlonal Advantages can either Juſtifie, or Prote&t Great Men in their 
Inſolence over their Inferiors. The Beautiful Trees go all ro Wrack here, 
and only the Miſ-ſhapen, and Deſpicable Dwarf is left Standing. 


be _—CO 


FapB. CCLXVIL 


A DWwan and a Stozk. 


Stork that was Preſent at the Song of a Dying Swan, told 
her 'twas contrary to Nature to Sing fo much our of Sea- 
ſon; and Ask'd her the Reaſon of- ic > Why, ſays the Swan, 1 
am now Entering into a State where I ſhall be no longer in 
Danger of either Snares, Guns, or Hunger : and who would 
not joy at ſuch a deliverance. 


Abitemis's FABLES. 


The MORAL. 


Death is but the Laſt Farewell to All the Difficulties, Pains, and Fla: 
zards of Life. 


REFLEALTZSON. 


'T1S a Grear Folly to Fear that which it is Impoſlible to Avoid ; and ir 
1s yet a Greater Folly to Fear the Remedy of All Evils : For Death Cures 
All Dilcaſcs, and Frees us from All Cares. Ir is as Greata Folly again, nor 
to Prepare our ſelves, and Provide for the Entertainment of an Inevitable 
fare. We are as (ure to go Qur of the World, as we arc that cver we came 
In to't; and Notlung but the Conlcience of a Good Life can Support us in 
That Laſt Extremity. The Fiction of a Swar's Singing at her Death,does, 
in the Moral, but Adviſe, and Recommend it to us, to makercady for the 
Chearful Entertainment of our Laſt Hour, and to Conſider with our Sclves, 
that if Death be lo Welcome a Relief even to Animals, barely as a Declive- 
rance from the Cares, Miſeries, and Dangers of a Troubleſome Life, how 
much a Greater Bleſſing, ought All Good Men to Account it then, that 
are notonly Freed by it from the Snares, Difficultics and Diſtra&tions of a 
Wicked World, bur put into Poſlicſlion (over and above) of an Everlaſting 
Peace and the Fruicion of Joys that ſhall never have an End / 


Fas CCLXVII. 
The Jnconſolable Wrdow. 


Here was a Poor Young Woman that had brought her ſelf 
e'en to Death's door with Grief for her Sick Husband, 
but the Good Man, her Father, did All he could ro Comfort 
her. Come, Child, ſays be, We are, all Mortal : Pluck up a Good 
Heart my Girl ; for let the Worſt come to the Worlt, T have a 
Better Husband in ſtore for thee, when This is gone, Alas Sir, ſays 
ſhe, whar” d'ye talk of Another Husband for? why you had as 
good have,Scruck a Dagger to my Heart. No, No; If everl 
think of Another Husband may —=— Without any more ado 
the Man dies, and the Woman Immediately breaks out into 
ſuch Tranſports of Tearing her Hair, and Beating her Breaſt, 
that Every body thought ſhe'd have Tun Stark-Mad upon't : But 
upon ſecond Thoughts, ſhe Wipes her Eyes ; Lifts 'em up, and 
cries Heaven's Will be done ; and then turns co her Father, Pray Sir, 
lays ſhe, About T"other Husband you were ſpeaking of, 1s bt here in the 
Houſe ? 
I 1 The 
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The MORAL. 


This Fable gives us to Underſtand, that a Widows Tears are quickly Dryd 
up, and that it is not Impoſſ1ble for a Woman to Out-live the Death of 
her Husband : And after At the Outrages of her Finer Al Sorrow, is 
Propoſe to her ſelf many a Merry Hour in the Arms of a Stcond Spouſe. 


ESTLEALIDO KN. 


HERE's the Figure of a Worldly Sorrow, and of a Worldly Love, 
drawn to the Life, from the Heart and Humour of a Right, Worldly Wo- 
man. Hypocrilic Out-does the Truth, in Grief, as well as in Religion. 
'Tis too Fierce and Noitic, to be Natural ; bur the Oftentation {upplies the 
Place of the Duty. If the Wives Tranſports had not been Counterfeit, they 
would have been as Certain Death as rhe Husbands Dilcale : For Fleth and 
Blood is not able ro Bear up under fo Intolerable a Weight. Ir is in ſhort, 
only the Acting a Part, not the Diſcharge of a Flowing Paſlion ; ſhe takes 
the Hint ; Plays her Roll ; Cries out her Se?-7ime, and when the Farce is 
over, betakes herſelf from her Infirmity to her Philoſophy ; not forgetting 
the Politique Parrt all this while, of making her Mourning for One Husband, 
Prologue to the Drawing-on of Another. 

And This is not the Poor Woman's Caſe Alone, but many a Poor Man's 
t00 ; for the Extravagance holds for a Sick Wife, as well as for a Sick Hus- 
band. *Tis Cuſtom, Praftice and Good Manners, in fine, that in a Great 
Meaſure Rules This Aﬀair. People Proportion their Griefs to their Hopes, 
and their Tears to their Legacies. There is as much a Faſhion in the Mourning 
Face,as in the Mourning Dreſs ; and our very Looks muſt bein Mode,as well 
as Our Cloaths. This Hint Minds me of a Plcaſant Droll of a Painter, to an 
Honourable Lady of My Acquaintance that was fitting for her Picture. 
Madam(lays he) will your Ladyſhip be _ to have your Lip drawn as they 
Wear 'em now? It is a Notable Part of Good Breeding, to know When, and 
How,and how Much,and how Long to Cry ; and Every Thing muſt be done too 
as they do it Now. I ſpeak This, as to the Method of a Widows Lamen- 
rations: But when the Husband's Dead, the Play is Done ; and then it comes 
tro the Old Bear-Garden Caſe, when the Bull had Toſs'd a Poor Fellow that 
went to ſave his Dog : There was a mighty Buſsle about him, with Brandy 
and Other Cordials to bring him to Himſelf again ; but when the College 
found there was no Good to be done on't. Well Go thy ways Jacques, lays 
a Jolly Member of That Society, Theres the Beſt Backſword-Man in the 
Field gone, Come Play Another Dog. The Sick Husband here wanted for 
neither Slops nor Doctors, and Every Thing was in a Hurry too in Both 
Places Alike. The Man Dics and the Woman Bethinks her (elf. Well, ſays ſhe, 
There's the Beſt Husband Gone that ever Woman had to do withal : But, "y 
Sir, is other Husband in the Houſe that you were ſpeaking of > What is all 
This now, but dire&tly to the Tune of the Butcher's Backſword-Man, and 
Playing Another Dog, ? , 
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F aB. CCLXIX. 
A Wench Parting with her Dweet-heart. 


Common Wench was Wringing her Hands, and Crying 
her ſelf ro death almoſt ; and what was the Bus'neſs for- 
ſooth, but ſhe had Newly Parted with her Sweet-heart. Away, 
ye Fool you (lays One of her Neighbors ) to Torment your ſelf 
our of your Life for ſuch a Fellow as This! Nay, ſays the Laſs, 
[| am not {o much Troubled at Parting with the Man ; but he 
has C-rry'd away his Coat too; and cruly, when he had given 
me Aii he had in the World beſide, mechinks I might een have 
had That too as well as All the Reſt. | 


The MORAL. 


Here's a Mercenary Proſtitute Drawn to the very quick, that lays her Profit 
more to Heart then her Love. 


REFLEATUONKR. 


IT ſeldom falls out that a Common Miſtreſs troubles her Head much with 
Particular Inclinations, though there are ſome Mercenaries fo Generous yer, 
in the Way of their Profeſſion, that rather then not Trade at all, they'll 
Trade to Loſs. But This was not the Caſe of the Sorrowful Wight herein 
the Fable : Her Trouble was the Loſs of the Coat, nor the Loſs of the Mar. 
Tis the ſame Thing with Cheats and Sharpers, that 'tis with Whores; and 
the fame Humour, in ſhort, that we find in All Humane Beaſts of Prey. 
There can be No Friendſhip where there's Treachery ; bur there are De- 
grees in Treachery itlelf; As the Betraying of an Honourable Confidence, 
and of a ſacred Truſt, is the Batcſt of All Perfidies. This Shuffling Incli- 
nation ſhews it (elf in us Betimes; and Children do Naturally Apply them- 
ſelves to their Little Shifts and Frauds. Now 'tis not ' much Amils to let 
them Underſtand fo much of the Roguery of the World, as to ſecure them 
from being Wheedled, and Impos'd upon : Provided that under Colour of 
Teaching them to Diſcover Abuſes, they- be not Encourag'd to Practice 
them : For He that perfectly Underſtands Falle Play, lies under a Dange- 
rous Tempration, at {ome time or Orher, to make Ule on'te. And when 
he's Once In, 'tis no Eafie Matter to get him Out again. Never was any 
Whore yet ſo Impudent as not to fect ſome Touch of Modeſty and Re- 
morle, upon rhe Firſt Falſe Step the made : Bur Wicked Peaple Harden by 
Little and Litcle, and fo go on by Degrees, ill rhey are paſt all Senſe ei- 
ther of Shame: or of Conkccnce. Cheating and Bawdry go together in 
the 4 or/d, as well as in the Fuble, and the Profeflors of the Trade are as 
Inlatiable in the One way as they arc in the Other. When they have left 

bi 1 a Poor 
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a Poor Devil oa on $ bac] K, they il Ou: rel for his very Xn OG, As 
the J1iting-7. le here did tor hcr C ully? $ Coat, when the had lc him No- 


thing clic. 


Fan CCLXX. 
A Fly UPON A Wheel. 
Hat a Duſt do T Raiſe ! ſays the Fly upon the Coach-Wheel 2 


and what a Rate do Drive art, ſays the lame Fly again, 
upon the Horſes Buttock * 


Ine MORAL. 


This Fly in the Fable, is Frery T rifling Arrozant Fop in Nature, by what 
Name 01 Title ſoc VET Drgntf) A. or I': FINTH, // 1 


STAEATLEALO NN. 


T HIS may be Apply «d to well-nigh All forts of Vain Perlons and Hu- 
mours : As Thoſe that Atſume T Themliclves the Merit of Other Mens 
Services. Tholc that Talk, and Think, and Buts!c, as 1t Nothing were 
done without them. All Me.kllers, Boaſters, an.l Impertinents, rhart Steal 
away* the Reputation of Berter Mon for their Own Uic. The World is 
Full, in finc, of Theſe Pr agmatical F/;cs, thar Value themlelvcs lar being 
In at Every thing, and arc found E Tectuall y, at lalt to be juſt good for 
Nothing. 

[t 1s the Fortune, and it 1s the Humour of Weakzand Trifling Men to 
Value rhemiclves upon Idle and Trivial Matters; and many times, in Truth, 
upon Juſt Nothing at all: That 15 to lay, upon a Falle Perſwaſion that 
they Do Things, which they do Not do, and Govern Aairs wherein they 
have No Manner of Intereſt. They Place a Reputation allo upon Things 
that a Sober Man would be out of Countenance ro Own,and Contend for 
the Credit of being the Authors of Fooleries, What a Duſt do 7 Raiſe, 
lays the filly Fly : And have we not Milhons of Vain, ay Pretenders in 
the World, that Ta!k at rhe fame Rate, and with as Little Colour, cither 
of Truth, or of Reaſon? Twas [T1 | carry'd tuch a Caule ; fuch a Debate, 
luch a Queſlion, Twas [| | that Advis'd, Brought abour, or Prevented 
This and That ; when yer upon the Upſhor, This fame [1] was no more 
thea the Fool,that tancy d he play d upon the Or7ar,when he only Drew the 
Bellow. Whence comes it now that Men Arro; garc to Themſelves thus, WHCTE 
they have Nothing to do, and Claim a Title, as Matter of ( redit, ro the 
Weakeſt Thi! gS 1 the 'orld ; bur for want of Uncterftanding the True 
Mcalures of 7. our and Vertue : The Moral of This Vanity runs through 

A!t Degrees of Men, and All Functions. There's Nothing {: » Great : There's 
Nothing to Little, as not to Atlord Subject for This Buite, and Ov er-Ween- 
ing Co:ccit to Work upon ? No not from the Mocicliing of C ommayy 
WCcaitrns ; 
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wealths ; The Winning of Baitels ; The Saving, or the Recovering of 
Kingdoms, to the very Fes Raiſing the Duſt here in the Fable. 
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F aps. CCLXXLL 
An Cele ani a Snake. 


OU and I are fo Alike, ſays the Fele to the Snake, that Me- 
thinks we ſhould be ſomewhat a-Kin ; and yet The 
that Perlecute Me are aftraid of You. VVhat ſhould be the 
Reaſon of This ? Oh (lays the Snake) becauſe No budy does 
Me an Injury but | make him {marr for'r. 


of” The MORAL. 


In All (ontrot ?r (1 [ / l Y com” aff bz! / that keep their Adverſari:s In fear 
of a RevVenge. 


REFEEASUN 


PATIENCE and Impunity, is an Encouragement to an Affront. The 
Divine V 1idom has appou nated a Hell as well asa Heaven, to the End thar 
Drea.iand Terror on the One Hand, may ſupply the want of Gratitude, 
Aticction, and Good Nature on the Other : What is it but the Fear of 
Puniſhment that keeps the World n Order ? And what but the Awe we 
land in, of Majcily, and Power, that Supports the Dignity of Govern- 
mcnt. This Moral runs through the whole Hiſtory of our Lives, for 'tis 
Every Man's Calc trom Top to Bottom. Prices Themſelves, without 
Stings, arc no Bettc r then Drones; and when the Sacred Character is 
Dilarm'd, there s no longer any Reverence to be Expected for the Perſon. 
When Veoplc finc. 1t Dangerous ro Ottend their Superioss, they'll rake 
care to Plcale them: And there's as much Ditlcrence, upon This Point, 
berween One Governor _ Another (the Reiemblance notwithſtanding ) 
45 there 1s berwixt an Ec | a Szake. 


Fas CCLXXI.. 
Seamen Praying to Datnts. 


T Blew a Terrible Tempeſt at Sea once, and there was one 
Seaman took Notice that the Reſt of his Fellows were Pray- 

ing levecally to ſo many Saints, Haye a care my Maſters, ſays 
he, what you do ; for what if we ſhould All be Drown'd now 


before 


Abſtemus's F ABLES. 
before the Meſſenger can deliver his Errand : Would it not be 


Better, without going ſo far about, to Pray to Him that can 
Save us withomt Help 2 Upon This, they turn'd their Prayers 
to God Himſelf, and the Wind pretently tell. 


The MORAL. 


The Shorteſt, and the Sureſt Way of Doing Bus neſs is Beſt. 


SEERLEXITON. 


TIS Good to be ſure, where our Salvation 1s at Stake; and to run 
no more Riſque of the Main Chance, then of Necetlity Muſt. What 
nceds any Man make his Courr to the Servant when his Accels is Open 
to the Maſter ? And efpecially when thar Maſter 1s as ready to Give, as the 
Petitioners to Ask. A Wiſe Man will take the Nearcit and the Surcſt 
Way to his Journy's End; and Commur no Bus nets of Importance to a 
Proxy, where he may dot Himilclt. 


Fas. CCLXXIIL. 


The Fiſhes and the Frping-Pan. 


Cook was Frying a Diſh of Live Fiſh, and ſo ſoon as ever 
A they felt the Heat of the Pan. There's no Enduring 
of This, cry'd one, and lo they all Leapt into the Fire ; and 
inſtead of Mending the Matter, they were Worle now then 
Before. 


The MORAL. 
The Remedy is many times Worſe then the Diſeaſe. 
REFLEAXAI ON. 


LET a Man's Preſent State be never ſo Unealy, he ſhould do well 
however to Berhink himſelf before he Changes, for fear his Next Remove 
ſhould bz Worle. This is according to the Common Underſtanding of 
che Alluſion, though nor fo Agreeable perhaps to rhe True Reaſon of the 
Caſe: For it was not either Levity, or Impatience ; bur intolcrable Pain, 
and Ablolure Neceſſity, that made the Fiſh ſhift their Condition : So that 
the Moral would have born This Doctrine rather: That where we have 
Certain Death beforc us, and only This Choice, whether it ſhall be a 
Speedy ora Lingring Death, That which purs us ſooneſt our of our Pain 
(though never {o Sharp) is the more Eligible of the Two. Bur to rake it 
according 
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according to the Old Proverb now ; we Underſtand by [Out of the Frying- 
Pan into the Fire) That things go from Bad to Worſe. ; 


PI=S 


Fas. CCLXXIV. 


A League of Bealſs and Fiſhes. 


HE Beaſts Enter'd into a League with the Fiſhes againſt 
+ the Birds. The War was Declar'd ; but the Fiſhes, in- 
ſtcad of their Guota, ſent their Excule, that they were not able 
ro March by Land. 


The MORAL. 
The Vanity of a Helpleſs Alliance: 


REFLEXION. 


THERE's No Contracting of Alliances with Thoſe that are our of 
Diſtance of Aſſiſting in a Time of Need, in all Contracts, wherher of 
Publique Alliance, and Commerce, or Particular Friendſhip, there muſt a 
Regard be had to Reciprocal Aid and Aſſiſtance, in caſe of any Diſtreſs ; So 
that All the Circumſtances of Abiltty, Diſpoſition, Scituation, Intereſt, @&c, 
muſt be Taken into Thought, and Righrly Underſtood; before the Bar- 
gain be Struck ; for 'tis a Scandalous Overſight to Err in any of the Eſſen- 
tials to a Prudential, and a Benefrcial Agreement: By which is Intended, 
any ſort of Defe, or Incapacity that may ObſtruQ, or Fruſtrate the End 
of the League. Thoſe Contracts are Ridiculous, and Void in Themſelves, 
that ſhall pretend ro Oblige us agaitift Nature. For 'tis a Banter, not a 
Confederacy, to talk of Fiſhes Marching by Land, and Living out of thewr 
Element. 
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Fas CCLXXV. 


A Covetous Ambaſſadoz. 


Certain Ambaſſador that was ftill Peſter'd with Drums and 

Trumpets every where upon the Way of his Embaſly, 
was willing to ſave his Money, and ſo had them pur off fill 
with This Anſwer : That his Excellence was' in Deep Mdurn- 
ing for his Mother, and in no Humour for Muſique. The 
Drums and Trumpets were at leaſt as much Troubled at the 
Tydings, as the Embaſſador Himſelf, This News came to the 
Ear of a Perſon of Honour, who preſently made him a Cons 
doling 
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doling Viſir. Pray, my Lord (ſays the Noble-man) how long 
may your Mother have been Dead ? Why, ſays the Ambaſſador, 
tis now a Matter of Forty Years , which Expounded the Riddle, 
and pur an End to That Controverly. 


The MORAL. 


There is a Certam Amreeable Way of Fooling betwixt Teſt and Earneſt, 
that carries both Pleaſure and Profit along with it ; for it ſaves a Man's 
Money Ons way, and his Credit Another. 


REFLEAIO N. 


ACCORDING to the Old Moral, Coverous Men will make 
any ſhift to fave Money : Bur this Alluſion is the leaſt Part of the Buſ- 
nels. 'Tis no Eaſy Matter for People in many Caſes to fave their Money, 
and their Credit Both : But the Beſt Thing to be done, in the Diſguiſe of 
a Baſe, and Sordid Humour, is the Managing of the Impoſturc with a 
Good Grace, and in ſuch a Manncr, that if a Man carries it off, there's 6 
much Money ſav'd ; and if he be Detected, there will be fomcrhing Plea- 
{ant in the Frolique ro Arone for a Secret Narrowneſs of Hearr. 

Ar this Rate of a Pretended Freak, . or Whunly, a Great many other 
Corruptions, and Imperfefions may be ſo Palliated, as to take off much 
of the Scandal of them;, for many a Wicked Thought is fo Varniſh'd 6 
ver in the Praftice, as.to, pals Muſter among the Gay Arts of Gallantry 
and: Converlation. ' ,,The Thing above all ,Orhers ro be Wiſh'd, Study'd, 
and Endcavour'd, is torhave a Clear Mand, and to Lead a Life in ſo Con- 
{cientious a Probity of Manners, as, i; Thought, Word, and Deed, to 
make Good the CharaRter afr/an Untainted Honeſt Man : But where This 
Diſcipline ſhall be found roo Strift for, Fleſh and Bloud, (and there's no Li- 
ving up to the Rigorous Exactnets of, Purity, and Juſtice) it will in ſuch 
a. Caſe, be the Beſt of a Bad Game zq keep Clear of Open Offence, and 
to give the Infirmity the Beſt Face rhat the Marrter will bear. As the 
Ambaſſador , berwixt Jeſt and Earneſt, Caſt a Cloak of Railery over his 
ATarice. 


|— ”_— 


Fas CCLEXYIL. 
'. AnOld Friend and a Cardinal. 


11 *N_ Ingenious Cavalier, hearing that an Old Friend of his 

"A; was Advanc'd to a Cardialate, went to Congratulate his 
Eminence upon his New Honour. Pray. Sir, ſays the Cardinal, 
looking ſtrangely 'upon him, ' Give me the Favour of your 
Name, . and of your Bus'neſs. 1am come, ſays the Cavalier 
to Condole with. your Eminence, and to tell you how Heaney 
| ts 7: _— 
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k Pity Men that are Over-charg'd with Dignity and Preferment ; 
for it turns Peoples Brains to that Degree, that they can neither 
Sce, nor Hear, nor Underſtand, like Other Men ; and makes 
them as Ablolutely to Forget their Old Friends, as if they had ne- 
ver ſeen them before in their Lives, 


The MOR AL. 


Hours Chan 76 Manners. 


REFLEXIO N; 


THIS 1s a Reproof to the Pride and Vanity of Thoſe Men, that 
when they come to be Advanc'd Themtelves, forget all rheir Old Friends 
and Acquaintance, even Thole that Raisd them. This Fable is Humane 
Nature to the very Quick, only it has Two Handles to't, an.l it woul( 
not be Fair to take it in the Worſt Senſe, without ſomewhat of an Apolo- 
gy, or an Excuſe for't, where twill bear a Better. 

[t is almoſt as True in Philoſophy as it is in Fa&t, ani Common 
Practice, that Honours Change Manners, Mcn Afſume other Thoughts ; 
Other Opinions of Themſelves ; Nay, and almoſt Another Nature, when 
they Contract other Inrtercſts. The Stamp of Dignity Detaces, in tome 
People the very Character of Humanity ; and Tranſports them to tuci 
a Degree of Haughtinels, that they reckon it below the Quality of a 
Great Man to Exerciſe eirher Good Nature, or Goo. Manners : As if 
Dignify'd Fleſh and Bloud were not of the fame Compolition with orher 
Men. Now what docs all This Arrogance Amount to, more, then the 
Pride of an Als in his Trappings; when 'tis but his Maſters taking 
away the Top-Knot, to make an Als of him again. 

But we are yct to Diſtinguiſh berwixt Thoſe that rake State and Di- 
ſtance upon them, purely our of Pride and Humour, and Thole that fcem 
to do the fame Thing, tho in a Compliance with the Neceflity of their 
Afﬀairs. Ir is Impolſlible for a Publique Miniſter to bz fo Open and Eaſy 
ro All his Old Friends and Acquaintance, as he was in the State of his 
Private Condition; and at the ſame Time, to Attend the Neceſſary Fun&ti- 
ons of his Office: But This may be All helpd our yer, by an Affability 
of Addrels, without any Offence, cither to his Bus'ncſs, or to his Duty. 
A Word, an Action, a Countenance, Manag'd with Honour and Diſcretion, 
1s ſufficient to Uphold the Reputation of his Character ; for there are Ar- 
ticificial Ways of telling People what a Man Would do if he Could, with- 
out a Surly Oſtentation of an Unwillingneſs to do the Things, that EF 
teftually arc not in his Power. A Good Word, they fiy, Coſts no more than 
a Bad: Beſide that in the Cardinals Forgetting his 0/4 Friend here, he did 
more Forget Himſelf. 


on -— — _— —_ 
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Fas CCLXXVII. 


A Poung Droll and a Crooked Old Pan. 


Gibing Young Knave happen'd to meet an Old Man, whoſe 
Age and Infirmity had brought his Body to the Shape of 
2 Bent Bow, Pray Father (ſays he) will you ſell your Bow ? 
Save your Money ye Fool you, lays T'other; for when 
you come to my Years, you ſhall have fuch a Bow for No- 


thing. 


The MORAL. 


He that would not live to be Old, had beſt be Hang'd when he's T, oung. 


REFLEAIO N. 


"TIS Irreverent, and Unnatural, ro Scoff ar the Infirmities of 014 
Age, ſince there's no Avoiding them but by Dying Betimes. We are 
all Born to Die, and Every jot as Certain that we ſhall go Out of This 
World, as that we are already come into't ; bur whether by a Natural, or 
a Violent Death, we know not. Time and Humane Frailty will bring us 
ro our End without the Help of any Contingencies, or — Sw by the 
By ; So that our Decays are as much the Work of Nature, as the Firſt 
Principles, of our Being : And the Boy's Conceit of the Crooked Bow here, 
is no betr na Blalphemous Way, of making ſport with the Courſe 
of Providence Beſide the Folly of Scoffing at That in Another, which 
we our elves are ſare to come to at Laſt, or Worſe. 


FasBp CCLXXYIIL. 


An Old Fellow, and a Poung Wench. 
þ fm was a formal Piece of Gravity that had liv'd to a- 


bout Threeſcore and Ten, without ever fo much as 
knowing a Woman from a Weather-Cock. The Devil Ought 
him a Shame, and paid him both Intereſt and Principal, in 
making the Old Doting Fop Marry a Voung Girl. He would be 
ofren Complaining afterward, how Unluckily he had Diſ- 
ſpos'd of his Time, When I was a Joung Man, ſays he, m_ 
ed 
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p, 


— 


ed a Wife, and now uw an Old Man, my Wife want 
Husband. » my Wife wants a hy 


The MORAL. 


The Common Fatc of Uncqual Matches, Eſpeciall 'y in the Caſe of an Old Feb 
low, and ' YOuanTz [1 uch, where the Flumour 15 as Contrary as Summer 
and Wirter, Light and Darkneſs, or Day and Night. 


C 


REFLEXTION. 


THEREs Nothing Good, or Natural, thats out of Seaſon. Nay 
the moit Obliying Oithces in Nature, and the Greateſt Bleſſings under the 
Sun, Joſe much, both of their Value, and of their Relliſh, when they're 
Miltm'd. 


Im en <> — 


Fark COCLEAMI, 


An Eagle and a Pye. 


"Here was a Pert-Dapper Spark of a Mag-Pye, that fancy'd 

% rhe Birds would never be well Govern'd, till he Himſelf _ 

»me to fic at the Helm. In This Freak he Petition'd 
e.le to .uke him into the Cabinet 3 For, ſays he, I have 
»1:1 Turn of a Body fort. I have my Tongue, and m 
eels ar Command ; and can make as much Noile and Buſſle, 
to a+ little purpoſe, as any He perhaps that flies between a Pair 
of VVings. He was going on in the Hiſtory of his Qualifica- 
tions, when the Fagle Gracioufly told him, how ſenfible he 
was of the Volubiliry both of his Tongue, and of his Man- 
ners, and ſo of his Faculties and Good Breeding ; bur, ſays 
he, you are ſo Confoundedly given to Squirting up and down, 
and Charttering, that the V Vorld would be apt coſay. I had 


Choſen a Jack-P udding for a Prime Mumiſter. 


The MORAL. 


Great BabBlers, or Talkers are a fort of People not fit either for . Truſt, 
Bus neſs, or Converſation. 


———— PET 34. Ar ere  - — eva. 4 woes 
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SEES LSSAALO NN. 


THE World is like ro be well Govern'd, when Pyes and Dawy ſhall 
take upon them to {er up for Philoſophers, Doctors of the Chair, and 
Men of State and Government. Things arc Mightily our of Order in 
That Quarter, eſpecially when Vain Fools come to be admitted into Buſj- 
neſs upon the Credit of their Own Word, ; 

The Importunity of tuch a Fop is Excellently fer forth in the Qualifica- 
tions of This Pye; for he Enforces the Reaſon of his Pretence, by the 
Cleareſt Arguments in the World againſt Himſelf. He would be a Szates- 
man, becaulc he is a Buffon, as if there went no more to the Making of 
a Councellor, then the Faculties of a Merry- Andrew, or a Tumbler. Here's 
the Confident Ambition of a Fooliſh Twatrling Pretender, on the One 
Hand, and a Jult Reproof of him, in a moſt Reatonable Refuſal, on the O- 
ther ; to Teach us, that the Want of Shame, Brains, or Good Manners, 
does not preſently Entitle Every little Skzp-Jack ro the Boards-End in the 
Cabinet. Burt Our Fag/e here was not a Prince to Advance the Miniſters 
of his Pleaſures, to be Miniſters of State, and to make his Sport his 
Bus neſs. 


Far CCLXXX, 
A Country-man and a Pouſe. 


"Here was a Pleaſant fort of a Poor Fellow had his 

Houle a fire; bur his Misfortune did not make him 
loſe his Good Humour. As it was all in a Flame, out Bolts 
a Mouſe from the Ruines, to fave her ſelf : The Man Catches 
her,and throws her back again. VVhy thou Ungrateful VVretch 
(lays he) to leave - Friend now in Adverſity, that gave thee 
thy Bread in his Prolperity. 


The MORAL 


Tis a Barbarous Faculty, an Il Natur d Wit ; that will rather Expoſe the 
7 Life and Reputation of a Friend, then loſe the Opportunity of 4 
eft. 


Abſtemuss FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS the PraCtice, bur it is the Baſeneſs of the World too, for Men to 
Govern themlelves Wholly by their Intereſt, and ro Abandon All that's 
Sacred and Honourable, tor the ſaving of their Own Skins. Thus, ſays 
the Moral ; but the Conceipt was not worth the Life of the Poor Crea- 
ture, and therefore the Allegory not to be Recommended ; becauſe it ſets 
up a Falle Principle. There was place for Honour, Dignity of Mind, 
and Humanity to ſhew ir elf, in the Caſe, though but ro a Poor Mouſe : 
And there's Nothing to be {aid in Defence of the Wanton Cruelty of Sa- 
crificing a Life to a Jeſt : But ro come now to the Ungrateful Point, rhe 
Bare /mnuendo of it would ſtare ſo many People in the Face, that it were 
berrer pals d over in ſilence; for the Moral drawn our at length, would be 
a Satyr againſt Mankind. And Millions of Men that carry their Heads 
High in the World, would fall under the Laſh of the Countryman's Exclas 
mation herc. 


FasBs CCLXXXI. 
A Sick YBermift. 


Here was a very Good Man, that in the Five and Twen- 

tieth Year of his Age, fell into a Deſperate Fit of Sick- 

nels, the Doctors ſat upon him, and the Whole College were 
of Opinion, that there was no ſaving of his Life without the Uſe 
of a Woman. The Poor Man lay Humming and Hawing a 
good While, berwixt the Sin and the Remedy ; but in the End, 
he gave up himſelf wholly'co the Phyſicians, to do with him as 
they thought fir. Upon this, the Do&tors, by Conſent, put a 
Good Armful of Warm Womans Fleſh into the Bed to him, by 
way of a Recipe, and ſo lay'd him to Reſt, till about ſome Two. 
Hours after : When they came to ſee how the Preſcription had 
Wrought ; and there did they find the Poor Religious, Tearing 
his Hair, Beating his Breaſt, and Groaning as if his very Heart 
would break. So they fell preſently ro Reaſoning, and Caſing 
upon the Matter with him, and laying Comfortable Diſtin&ti- 
ons before him betwixt the Morality, and the Neceflity of what 
was done, No, No, Gentlemen, ſays he, My Grief is not 
thereabouts ; bur it goes tothe Heart of me to think how long 
I have liv'd in Ignorance; and that This Fir of Sickneſs ſhould 

never take me loonet, 


The 
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Tel MORAL. 


'Flelb I Fra. "4 IV ben 'y | Stron? 4 Ippetite, aud 41 T roableſome [ 4< rYtue Meet 
in Competition, tis a Hard Matter fora Man to Reſiſt the Temptation. 


ESSLEXATON. 


WE may gather from hence, firſt, thar People are Fleſh and Blool in 
a Cell, as well asin a Palace. 2/y. That it is a very great Maſtery, for 
a Man to ſtand Firm, in a Caſe, where Humane Frailty, Violent Inclina- 
tions, and the Preſervation of Life it ſelf, arc in a Conlpirac) againſt 
his Vertuc. 3/3. That a very Pious Good Man may think himſelf Better 
then he Is, for \ want of an Occaſion to try the Force of his Goodnels and 
Reſolution. 4/y. That when the Fleſh and the Devil have once ot the 
Better of a Scrupulous Conlcicnce, it puts a Man palt All Senſe of 
Shame, as well as of the Sin ; to the Degree of Glorying im his Wicked- 
nels. The /7oly Man was not lo much Troublcd, it ſeems, at the Uſ+ 
of the Remedy, as that hc had not try's the Experiment ſooner. You 
may Talk what you will (fays Lais) of your Philotophers and Learned 
Men ; bur | have as many Viſits from Tholc Sparks as from Other Pco- 
ple. And the was much in the Right ont. 


Fab CCLXXXII. 


A Rich Man and a Fooliſh Servant. 


- 


Rich Man had a Certain Block-hcaded Fellow to his Ser- 
vant, and the Maſter would be laying to him at Every 
Turn, VVell ! Thou art the very Prince of Fools! I would1 
were, ſays the Man, in a Sawcy Huft once, for I ſhould be the 


Greaceſt Emperor upon the Face of the Earth then, and You 
Your ſelf ſhould be One of My Subjects. 


The MORAL. 


The Only Univerſal Monarch is the King of Fools; for the Whole Race of 
Mankind are h:s Subjetts. 


Abftemiu's FABLES. 
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REFLEXION. 


THE Whole World is full of Fools, only He that's the Leaſt One is 
the Wiſeſt Man. This would have been Well, if the Moraliſt had nor 
given the Block»headed Servant too much Priviledge : Buc the Ill Manners 
is ſuitable enough however, to the Character. It was fuch a kind of a 
Courle Complement that Scots put upon Charles the Bald, as they were 
Sitting together at a Table. The Emperor askd him Quid Intereſt ( lays 
he) mter Scotum & Sotum, Playing upon the Conceit of Scot and Sot 
[Menſa] ſays he. Thar is to ſay, che' Fable is between the Scot and the 
Sot : And fo with the Liberty of a Buffoon, the School-man turn'd the St 
upon the Emperor, in Law-Latin : This Booby's Anſwer in the Fable, as 
Unmannerly as it was, had yet a Great deal of Truth int; for He that 
can Advance himſelf ro be X;ng of Fools, may be Honeſtly Reputed with- 
in a Hairs Breadth of an Univerſal Monarch. 


Far CCLXXXill. 


A Bidow had a mind ro Marry. 


E LL! (ays a Widow in Confidence to a Friend of her's. 
| am Urrerly Undone tor want of a Sober, Provident 
Husband, to look after my Eſtate, and there's No bodies Ad- 
vice that | had rather have than Yours. But pray, will you take 
This Along with ye too; that for the Courſe, Comma 
Bus'neſs of Matrimony, as I am an Honelt V Voman, the ver 
Thought on'tcurns my Stomach; Yery well, ſays the Confident, 
and now I know Your Mind, it ſhall go Hard bur T'll Fir. ye. 
The Good VVoman went her way for the Prelent, and the 
Next Day came to her again, quite Overjoy'd that ſhe had 
found out a Man ſo Abſolutely for her Turn. I have Provided 
ye a Man (lays ſhe) of Induſtry and Integrity; and one that Per- 
te&ly Underſtands all forts of Bus'nels 3 and then for Turning 
Your Stomach, My Life for Yours Madam, he's not in Con- 
dition to Trouble with any Qualms That way. Away, Ie Fool 
You, lays ſhe ; 1 Hate the Infirmity, though 1 Love the Vertue. 


The MORAL 
Women are All of a Make, and in ſome Things, moſt of them in a Mind. 
One Woman feels Another Womans Pulſe in her Own Veins ; and there's 
no Halting before Cripples. 


R E- 
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ESSLEAIIO NN. 


THERE's No Dilputing with a Man that denics Principles, and there 
arc Certain P'recognira in the Morions of Fleth and Blood, as well as i; 
the Philolophy of the Schools : In which Cafes, we Underſtand our 
Duty without a Teacher, and Acquir our felves as we Ought to do, with- 
out a Prompter. Thar 1s to (ay, there are lome Certain Fundamentals 9: 
Natural Juſtice, that we take for Granted, and Truſt One Another for: a+ 
11 the Propoſition of our Widow here in the Fable, withort any Nee of 
Articles for the Performance of Covenants. The Widow, in ſhort, play'4 the 
Gipſic, and fo did her Confident too in pretending ro Believe her: But 
there's No Catching Old Birds with Chaffe, tor One Woman reads the Heart 
of Woman«kind in her Own Breaſt. She was a Fool ro be Mealy-Mouth'd, 
where Nature ſpcaks fo Plain. There may be Fxc:ptions tis Truc, to 2 
General Rule, = None to an Univerlal. It was No Ill ſhift however. 
to come off withal, that in dilpite of All her Averſions, ſhe was not ver 
for making a Vertue of a Neceſlity. The Publiſher of Mr. Se/dens Table 7 alk, 
Tells of a Girl that was worth Forty of Our Widow here, and an Honell 
Down-right, Plain Dealing Laſs it was. The Wench was juſt newly 
Marry, and 1o toon as ever the Job was over, Pray Mother, ſays ſhe, 
muſt not I 20 to Bed now 2 *No, No, Child, ſays Mamma, You mult take 
Your Dinner firſt ; 0h ſays the Girl, and Then go to Bed I warrant ye. 
No, my Dear, not yet ſays the Mother, You muſt Dance after Dinner. 
Ay, Ay, fays the Girl again, and Then to Bed. No, No, fays Tother, 
You muſt Sup firſt, and then Dance again. + he Ay, and Then to Bed, 
lays the Bride. This Girl did but ſpeak the Widows Mind ; for let Fleſh 
and Blood pretend what it will, to Bed, to Bed, will be the Bob of the 
Jong. 


—— 
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Far CCLXXXIVY. 


Town-Dogs and Country-Dogs. 


[S a Common Thing upon the Paſſing of a Strange Dog 

through a Town, to have a Hundred Curs Bawling at hi 
Breech, and Every Yap gets a Snap at him. There was One 
Particular Dog, that when he ſaw there was No ſaving his Skin 
by Running away, Turn'd'upon his Purluers, and then found 
upon the Tryal, that One ſet of Teeth was worth Two paic of 
Heels; for upon That Reſolution, they All fell off, and Sneak'd 
their Way. A Captain took Occaſion once to Apply This ln- 
ftance to his People. Fellow-Soldiers (lays he) rake This for 
a Rule, Thole that run away are in more Danger than the O- 
thers that ſtand the Shock. 


FAB 


p— ——_— ——— Mm 


Abitemiuss F ABLES 


Fan COCLEEXEY. 
A Snake co Jupiter. 


Snake that found himſelf Perſecured by Men, appeal'd to 
Jupiter for Relief ; who told him that ic was his Own 
Fault; for (ſays he) if you had but Bir the Firſt Man that Af- 
fronted ye ; the lecond would have taken Warning by'r. 


The Moral of the Two Fables above. 


The putting up of One Aﬀront draws on Another. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS is No Il|Emblem of the Common People ; that arc Inſolent fo 
long as they are Feard, and Shrink, where they find Danger ; for their 
Courage is Calculated ro the Opinion they have of the Enemy. Ir is the 
Narure of All forts of Mungril Curs, to Bawl, Snarle, and Snap, where 
the Foe flics before them; and to Clap their Tails berween their Legs 
when an Adverſary makes Head againſt them. There*s Nothing, in ſhorr, 
bur Reſolution, to carry a Man through All Difficulties : And fince it is 
ſo Abſolutely Neceſlary, the ſooner it is Taken up, the Better it ſucceeds. 
Tis a Martter of very Evil Conſequence, to let the Rabble offer Publique 
Afﬀronts Gratis, A \editious Word leads to a Broyl, and a Ryot Un- 
puniſh'd, is but next door to a Tumult : So that the Bearing of One In- 
dignity draws on Another. Bitethe Firſt Man that Affronts ye, and y'are 


{afe for ever after. 


Stott ant. til —_— 
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Fas CCLXXXVI. 


The Frogs and Toztoiſes. 


S a Company of Frogs were Trifling and Playing up and 
down in a Meadow, ſome Twtoiſes, that look'd - on, 

were Mightily Troubled that they could not do ſo too, bur 
taking Notice a while after how Theſe Frogs were Pick'd up, 
and Deſtroy'd, by Birds and Fiſhes: Well (ſays. One of 'cm) 
.*tis better to Live Dull, and Heavy, thea t@ Dye Light and 


Nimble. 


The 


- _” —G—— —— —O—— ———_ 


Abftemins's F AB L E S. 


The MORAL. 


Fior Part und (.reatur® of the Univerſe has it s proper Place, Station, 
and Faculties Aſſizn'd, and to Wiſh it Otherwiſe were ro find fault with 
FP rovidenc &, 


REFLEXION. 


THAT which Naturc has Allorted us is beſt for us, and it is Great 
Folly and Wickedneſs for People not to be Content, and Thankful for the 
Great Creator of All Things. 

No Man knows Himſelf, or Underſtands his Own Condition, but by 
Compariſon, and upon Experience. Our Wiſhes, many times, are Mortal 
to us: and the very Granting of our Prayers would but ferve to make us 
ſtill more and more Miſerable. The T7ortoiſes Shell was a Clog and a 
Burden, till they found it Neceffary for the Defence of their Lives ; and 
they Envy'd the Eaſineſs and the Lighrnels of the Frogs, till they ſaw them 
Joll'd ro pieces, and Devourd for want of a Buckler to Cover, and Pro- 
ret them. But they came then to be of the Beggar's Mind, that ſtood 
Gaping at my Lady Devenſhires Funeral : Here's a Brave Sight, ſays ſhe, 
pas ye! 1Gad Befs, for all That, I had rather be a Live-Begger then a Dead 
Counteſs, The Moral Concludes in this, that there can be No _— 
of Security, or Quiet in "This World, but in a Reſignation to the Allot- 
ments of God and Nature. If the 7orroiſes had had their Wiſh, they had 
been Pick'd up among the Frogs. 


FaB CCLXXXVIL 
The MBÞtce and the Ore. 


HE Mice found t'{o Troubleſome to be till Climbing 

che Oak for Every Bit they pur in their Bellies, that they 
were once about to ſet. eheic- Teeth tor, and bring the Acorns 
down to them; But ſome Wiſer then ſome ; and a Grave 
Expgrienc'd Mouſe, bad them have a care what they gid; 
for if we Deſtroy our Nurſe at preſent, Who ſhall Fegd: us 
hereatter ? | ? 


The MORAL. 
{ 


Reſolution without Forefight ts but a Temerarious Folly: Anil the Cuſt 
quences of Things are the Firſt Point to be taken into Conſideration, 


R E- 
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REFLE.XIO N. 


'TIS Ill done for any Man to Conſult his Preſent Eaſe and Profit, with- 
out Computing upon the Trouble and Loſs that may Enſue. *Tis not 
fafe ro make any Preſent Reſolutions withour a Conſiderate Proſpect into 
the Furure. This is abundantly Moraliz'd in ſeveral Other Places. Bur 
the Mouſes Queſtion of Who ſhall Feed us hereafter 2 goes a great way in 
the Reſolution of All Theſe Caſes. 


FAB CCLXXXVIII. 


A Run-away Dog and his Maſter. 


Here was a Bob-Tayl'd- Cur, cry'd in a Gazette, and One 
that found him out by his Marks, brought him home 
to his Maſter; whatell preſently to Reaſoning the Matter with 
lim, how Inf-n(tble, and Thankleſs a Wretch he was, to run 
away from Oae that was ſo Extream Kind to him. Did [ ever 
give you : Blow in my Life, ſayshe, or {o much as One An- 
gry Word, «1 allthetime that ever you lerv'd me? No, ſays 
the Dog, not ivit'\ Your Own Hands, nor with Your Own 
Lips ; but you have given me a Thouſand and a Thouſand by 
your Deputy ; and when I'm Beaten by my Maſter's Order, 'cis 
my Maſter Himſelf, I reckon, that Bears me. 


The MORAL. 


In Benefits as well as Injuries tis the Principal that we are to Cohfider, not 
the Inſtrument. That which a Man does by Another, is in Truth and F- 
quit y his own Att. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Maſter here deals with the Doz, as Great Officers deal many 
times with Honeſt, Well-Mcaning Men at Court. They ſpeak 'em Fair 
Themſelves, and Murder *emby their Depurics : Bur ſtill, That which is 
done by the Principals Order, or with his Privity, or Approbarion, is the 
Principals Act. The Servant is but the Maſter's Inſtrument in the Caſe, as 
the Cudge! is the Servants ; and they are Both under the ſame Command. 
When a Man happens to be Kill'd, we do not Impute the Murder to the 
Weapon that di the Execution, but to Him that Managd it. This is 
much after the way of Treating Elephants. Whenan Elephant is takenin a 
Pir-fall, He that 1s deſign'd tor the Mae and Keeper of him, ers 

L1-2 | 


Abſtemuut's FABLES. 


People to Prick and Teize him, and Then In comes He Himſelf, and under 
Prerence of taking his Part, falls foul upon his Enemies, and Reſcues 
him. The Elephant takes This Man now for Is Friend ; Whereas, upon 
the Whole Matter, it was by His Order that he was both Taken 
and Beaten. 

There's Nothing more Frequent then This Shamming = of Confederacy, 
berwixt Two Men in Power ; when an Honeſt Patriot, for the Purpoſe, 
or a Loyal Subject is to be made an Owl of ; by Conſent of them Both. The 
One Affronts him, while the Other Cajoles, and Pities him ; Takes up his 
Quarrel,ſhakes his Head at it; Claps his Hand upon his Brcaſt,and then Pro- 
teſts,and Proteſts, he Wonders at his Heart that anyLord ſhould have ſo Little 
Honour as to Treat an Honeſt Gentleman at This rate. A Friend of mine 
has been at This ſport many and many a time : And now upon the Whole 
Matter, This is no more art laſt then a Concerted 7ntrigee berwixt a Brace 
of Sharpers, that Laugh all the while at rhe Whole Roguery in their Sleeves. 
The Maſters Good Words are a Greater Mortification ro the Dog, then the 
Servants Blows. 


Fas. CCLXXXIX. 


The Birds and Beetles. 


H E Birds were in aTerrible Fright once, for fear of Gun- 

ſhot from the Beetles. And what was the Bus'nefs but 

the little Balls of Ordure that the Beetles had Rak'd together, 

the Birds took for Bullets : But a Sparrow in that Company, that 

had more Wit then his Fellows, bad 'em have a Good Heart 

yer, for how ſhall they reach us in the Air, ſays he, with 
Thoſe Pellets, that they can hardly Roll upon the Ground. 


The MORAL. 


Many People g—_ Danger where there's None, and reckon themſelve 
ſure where there Is, for want of taking the True Meaſure of Things, and 
laying Matters Rightly together. 


REFLEXION. 


VAIN Fears and Imaginations Caſt a Miſt before our Eyes, and not 
_ Repreſent Real Dangers Greater then they Are, but Create Fantaſtical 
Difficulties, where in Truth there are None art all. The Birds were in a 
Mortal Apprehenſion of the Beetles, till the Sparrow Reaſon'd: them into 
a Better Underſtanding of the Matter. How ſhould they Hurt us inthe 
Air, fays the Sparrow, with Thoſe Pellets, that they can hardly Move 


upon 
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upon the Ground, which brought the Point to an Iſſue upon a very Logi- 
cal Concluſion. 


—_ A — 


Fas. CCXC. 


A Bear and Bees. 


Bear was ſo Engag'd once at the Stinging of a Bee, that 
he ran like Mad into the Bee-Garden, and Over-turn'd 
All the Hives, in Revenge. This Outrage brought them Our 
in Whole Troops upon him; and he came afterwards to Be- 
think himſelf, how mnch more Advilſable it had been to Paſs 


over One"Injury, then by an Unprofitable Paſſion ro Provoke 
a Thouſand. 


The MORAL. 


Better paſs over an Aﬀfront from One Scoundrel, then draw the Whole Ferd 
of the Mobile about a Man's Ears. 


REFLEXION. 


WE are to learn from hence, the Folly of an Impotent, and Inconſj- 
derate Anger.;, and that there's no Creature fo Weng but by the 
Help of Reſolution, and of Numbers, it may Gain its Point. The Hear 
and Thirſt of Revenge does bur Hurry People from Lels Miſchieves to 
Greater; As One Haſty Word, or Blow, brings on 8 Thouſand. There's 
no Oppoſing the Torrent of a Head-ſtrong Multitude; for Rage and 
Deſpair give Courage to the moſt Inconſiderable, and the moſt Fearful of 
Creatures. Had it not been Better now to have paſs'd over the Afﬀront 
of one Spireful Creature, than tro Provoke and draw on upon Himlelf 
the Outrage of a Thouſand ? 


— — my _— ——— — — — — —— — 


FALK CENCE 


A Fowler and a Chaffinch. 


Fowler that had Bent his Net, and laid his Bait, Planted him- 
A ſelf in the Bird-Catcher's Place, ro Watch for a Draughr. 
here came a Great Many Birds One after Another, that 
Lighted, and Peck'd a While, and fo away again. Ar This rate 
they 
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they kept Coming and Going all the Day long ; bur ſo few at 
a time, thatthe Man did not think 'em worth a Pluck. Ar 
laſt, when he had Slipt All his Opportunities in hope of a Better 
Hit, the Evening came on, and the Birds were gone to Bed, (© 
that he muſt either Draw then or nor atall; and in the Con- 
cluſion, he was e'en fain to content himſelf with one Single 
Chaffinch, that had the Misfortune ro be Later abroad then her 
Fellows. 


The MORAL. 


Men are fo Greedy after what's to Come, which is Uncertain, that the) 
Slip preſent Opportunities, which are never to be Recover d. 


- 


REFLEXION. 


DELAYS are Dangerous. The very Inſtant is All that we can call 
our Own, The Reſt, is cirher Chance, or Fate. "The Cale of the Fowler 
and the Chaſſmch, reaches to All the Pretenſions of Humane Life. Every 
Man Living has a Deſign in his Head upon ſomething or other, and Ap- 
plics himſelf accordingly roward the Attaining of his End ; whether it be 
Honour, Wealth, Power, cr any other ſort of Advantage, or Settlement 
in the World. Now he that would take a Truc Mcalure how to Procced, 
ſhould ſay ro himſelf, This is the Thing I would be at. This or That in 
ſuch a Proportion will do my Bus'nels; And This Nick of time is the 
Critical Occaſion for the Gaining of fuch, or ſuch a Point. Ill rake it 
while 'tis to be had. He that may be Well, and Will not, in hope of be- 
ing Better, runs the Riſque of getting Nothing art all ;and fo Parts with a 
Moral Certainty in Poſſeſſion, tor a Wild, and a Remote Pethbility in Re- 
verſion. Loſt Opportunities are never to be Recover d. Tis Good Dit- 
cretion, when we cannot Command what we would have, to Compound 
for what we May,and not tocall any thing 7// Luck, which is in Truth // 
Manage. "Tis a Weakneſs to be Sollicitous for more then enough, and to 
Hazzard All by Graſping at too much. A// Covet, All Loſe ; for Avarice, 
whether ir Succeeds or not,is bur a kind of Beggary; and he that Wants More, 
has as Good as Nothing art all. The Bird-Catcher ſlipr his Time here, 
and makes Good the Old Vulgar Saying ; He that will not when he May, 
When he Wou'd he ſhall ha* Nay. 


— — — —_ - — mp 


— - - 


Fas. CCXCII. 


A Soldier and Two Doxſes. 


Soldier that had One Excellent Horſe already, bought : 
Another that was not Half ſo Good, and yet he took 


more Care of That, then of the Former. Every body _ 
r 


Abſtemiu's FABLES. 


der'd at the Humour of it,conſidering that for Beauty,or Service, 
the Latter was not Comparable to the Other. Ay, but ſays 
One, 'tis Natural to be Kind to the Laſt Commer. 


The MORAL: 


Our Likinzs or Diſlikes are Founded rather upon Humour and Fancy 
then upon Reaſin. Every thing pleaſes us at Firſt; and Nothing Pleaſes 
us Long ; and we ſhift only to Try if we can Mend our ſelves in the 
Next Choice. 


REFLEXIOUN. 


WE are apt to put a Value upon Things for their Novelty, rather 
then for their Vertue : and the ſame Levity holds toward Women, Friends 
and Acquaintances : Nay, and Governments too ; for People ſeldom 
Change tor a Better. All Civil Conſtitutions have their Failings, andthe Un- 
hinging, even of the Worſt of Governments brings on an Anarchy, which 
is yet Worſe; forit lays All in Rubbiſh: And we have no Better Security 
for the Next State of Things, then we had for the Former, but till for 
Variety fake, we go on Chopping and Changing our Friends, and our 
Maſters, as well as our Horſes ; and with the So/dzer, out of aSickly Le- 
vity, like the Laſt Beſt whatever ir be. 


— — _—_—— 


Fas, CCXCIIL. 
A Spaniel and a Dow. 


Wonder (ſays a Sow to a Spaniel) how you can Fawn thus 

upon a Maſter that gives you ſo many Blows, and 
Twinges by the Ears. Well Ways the Dog) bur then ſet the 
Good Bits, and the Good Words he gives me, againſt Thoſe 
Blows and Twinges, and I'm a Gainer by che Bargain. 


The MORAL. 


He that will Live Happily in This World muſt Reſolve to take the Good 
and the Bad Thankfully and Contentedly One with Another. | 
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REFTLEXION. 


WITHOUT a Strict Hand over us in the Inſtitution of our Youth, 
we are in danger to be Loſt for ever. Ze that Spares the Rod, Hates the 
Child; and the Severity of an Early Diſcipline is One of the Greateſt Oh. 
ligations that a Son can have to a Tender Parent. This we ſhall find 19 
be True, if we do bur fer rhe Good againſt the Bad, as the Dog did, the Zi: 
againſt che X'nocks, and then Ballance the Account. 


DR —— 


——_—_ 


Fas CCXCIV. 
Oren and Timber. ao 
H Y don't you Run and Make Haſt ? cry'd the Timber 


in the Cart, tothe Oxen that Drew it ? The Burden is 
not ſo Heavy ſure. Well ! (ſaid the Oxen) if You did bu 
know Your Own Fortune, you'd never be ſo Merry at Ours. 
We ſhall be Diſcharg'd of our Load ſo ſoon as we come to our 
Journies End, but You that are Deſign'd for Beams and Sup- 
porters, {hall be made to bear till your Hearts break. 'This 
Hint brought the Timber to a Betrer Underſtanding of the 


Cale. 
The MORAL. 


'Tis matter of Flumanity, Honour, Prudence, and Piety, to be Tender 
One of Another ; for no Man Living knows his End, and 'tis the Eyen- 
ing Crowns the Day. 


REFLEXION. 


[T is both Baſe, and Fooliſh, to Inſult over People in Diſtreſs, for the 
Wheel of Fortune is Perperually in Motion, and He that's Up it 
to day, may be Under it to Morrow. No Man knows what End be 
is Born to ; and it is Only Death that can Pronounce upon a Happy or 
a Miſerable Life. When the Timber, made ſport with the Oxen for the 
Drudgery they Labour'd under, Little did - Dream of the Greater 
Opprellion they were to Undergo Themlelves. 


FAB. 
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Fas. CCXCV. 
A Goldfinch and a Boy. 


Goldfinch gave his Maſter the ſlip out of the Cage, and he 
A did what he could to get him Back again, but he would 
not come. Well ! ſays the Boy, You'll live to Repent ir; for 
you'll never be ſo well Look'd to in any Other Place. Thar 
may very Well be, ſays the Bird; butKowever, I had rather be 
at my Own Keeping then at Yours, 


The MORAL. 
Never Well ; Full nor Faſting. 


REFLEAXIO NN. 


MEAT, Drink, and Eaſe can never make any Man Happy that wants 
his Liberty. No, nor any Man that Has 1t neither ; for weare never Wel, 
either with much or Little. Whatever we Have,we Want ſomething elſe,and 
lo go on Wanting and Craving,till Death takes us off in the Middle of our 
Longings. He thar's a Pris'ner, is Troubled rhat he cannot go whither 
he Would; And He rhar's at Large, is as much Troubled that he does not 
know whether tro Go. The One Stands ſtill ; and the Other Loſes his 
Way. Now 'tis not Neceſfity, but Opinion, that makes People Miſerable, 
and when we come once to be Faxcy-Sick, there's No Care fort. A Man 
may have his Heels at Liberty, hay be a Slave to Impotent Aﬀections, 
and Troubled Thoughts. Bur This 1s not, upon any Terms, to Undervalue 
the Bleſſing of a Natural Freedom ; and the Goldfnch was Undoubtedly in 
the Right, when he was once out of the Cage, not to be Whiſtled back a- 
gain, ifit had not been that he carry'd his Snare along with him. 


— _ 


F xs CCXCVI. 


A Droll and a Biſhop. 


þ ey was a Roguy Wag of a Dyoll that had a Mind once 
to put a Trick upon 4 Hard, Cloſe-Fiſted Biſhop : ſo he 
went to him upon the Firſt of January to Wiſh him a Merry News 
lear on't, and begg'd a Five Guinea Piece of him for a New-Tears- 
= Why, the Man's Mad (ſays the Prelate) and I believe he 
takes Me to be ſotoo, Doſt think I have ſo Little Wit, as to 
M m Part 
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Part with ſucha Gob of Money for God-a-Mercy ? Nay, my 
Lord (ſays the Fellow) if That be too, much, ler it be buc a 
Single George, and 1'll be Thankful for't; Bur That would not 
do Neither. He fell gext Bout ro. a Copper Farthing, and wag 
Deny'd That too. When the Fellow law that there was no 
Money to be got, Pray (My Lord, ſays he) let me beg your Ble/- 
ſing then. With all my Heart (ſays the Biſhop) Down on your 
Knees, and You ſhall have it, No, My Lord (lays T'other)'tis 
My Turn now to Deny ; for it You Your felt had thought 
That Bleſſmg worth a Copper Farthing, you'd never have Parted 


with It. 


The MORAL. 


No Penny, No Pater Noſter, does not hold in All Caſes ; for the Penny 
and the Pater Noſter do not go always together. 


KEFLEXATON. 


THERE's No Corruption like Eccleſiaſtical Avarice ; No Cruelty {6 
Mercilels as That of a Debauch'd Church-man. *'Tis the Devil's Maſter- 
Piece to begin There; for he knows very Well, that the Scandalous Ex- 
amples of a Perfidious, and an —_— Clergy, are the Ready Way to 
bring the Holy Order of Prieſthood it ſelf into Odium, and Diſgrace. Here's 
Tour Church, they cry preſently ; as if the very Funition were Unhallow'd 
by the Mercenary Prattices of fome Backſliding Members of That Com- 
munion. Let them Live as they Preach, and Preach as they Ought, and 
let there be No Moralizing in the Pulpit upon the Fable of the Man, 
and the Satyr, by Blowing Hot and Cold out of the ſame Mouth. There 
are Symoniacal Contracts on the Buying-(ide, as well as on the (elling,when 
People ſhall Preach One Doctrine to get Into a Living, and the Contrary 
to Keep it. What is This, but rhe Selling of the Truth, and of Souls, 
for Money ; and the Proſtiruting of All that's Sacred, for the laving of 
their Skins and their Stakes ? | 

Not bur that Charity is Free, and much at the Diſcretion of Him that 
is to Exerciſe it. It is Free, I fay, to All Intents and Purpoſes, asto any 
Legal Carcion upon it, though atthe ſame time, in Point of Conſcience, 
a Man may lye under the Obligation of an Indiſpenſable Duty. So that 
without forcing the Drift of this Fable, the Biſhop is not to Blame here, 
the Marter ſimply Conſider; for the Firſt, Second, or Third Denyal, or 
for All together ; for {uch Circumſtances may be Suppos'd, with a regard 
to the Manner, Time, and Perſon, as might not only Acquit him for the 
Refuſal, bur have Refleted upon his Condutt, and Prudence, if he had 
Granted the Requeſt : So that (with Veneration to the Divine Inſtituti- 
on it ſelf, and to Thoſe that Live upto't) weare to take This for the Figure 
of a Looſe and a Covetous Prelate, that Diſgraces his Charatter by his Corzer- 
ſation, and ſetsa Higher Rate upon a Copper Farthing then upon an Apoſtoli- 
cal Benedifion. Now if This Bithop could have ſaid, Silver and Gold have 
[ Nene, the Author of This Fable would have Abſolvd him. _ 

FAB. 
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Fas. CCXCVIL 


A Lapwing Preferr'd. 


Pon a General [Invitation to the Eagles Wedding, there 

were ſeveral Birds of Quality among the Reſt, that 

took it in Heavy Dudgeon to ſee a Lapwing Plac'd at the Upper 

End of the Table. *Tis true, they cry'd, he has a kind of a 

Coxcomb upon the Crown of him, and a Few Tawdry Fea- 

thers ; but Alas, he never Eat a Good Meals Meat in his Life, 
till he came to This Preferment. 


The MORAL. 


'Tis a Scandal to a Government, and there goes Envy along with it, where 
Honours are Conferr d upon Men for Addreſs, Beauty, and External 
Advantages, rather then for their (Qualities and YVertues. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS a Neceſſary Caution in All Preferments that they be Placd 
upon Fit Men; for the Right Mortives ; and for the Right Ends. The 
Advancing of a. Fantaſtical Fool, or Lapwing, Refiets upon the Raiſer 
of him ; for 'tisan Ill ſign, the very Liking of an HI Man, and Implies, 
at lcaſt, a Tacit Approbation of the Officers Defects. The Preferring of 
People indeed ro Honourable Charges and Commillions, withour cither 
Brains, Blood, Fortune, or Merit, may be {o far Reputed a Great Work, 
as the making of Something our of Nothing, ſeems to be next door to 
a Creation : But the Character at laſt will not Excuſe the Perſon ſo Dig- 
nify'd, from Open Envy and Secret Contempt, Where it {o falls out that 
the True Reaſon of the Choice, is either Fancy without Judgment, or 
Credulity withour Enquiry, Enformation, or Tryal, the Latter is 
the more. Harmleſs Mittake of the Two ; for there's ſomewhat of 
Generous in the Confidence, Nowithſtanding rhe Error of the Facility ; 
Andas He that Truſts ro This Degree, does deſervenort to be Deceiv'd ; ſo 
Hethar Betrays ſuch a Truſt, onthe Other Hand, is not Worthy to Live. 
An III Reaſon, in fine, for an Ill Choice, is Worſe then No Reaſon art all ; 
for to procced upon a Wrong Reaſon is to Build upon a Falſe Foundation. 
Will and Pleaſure is the Only Plea This Cale will bear ; for the Authority 
of the Eag/e her ſelf we ſee was not ſufficient ro Vindicate a Worthleſs Mi- 
ion from Reproach and Scorn. 
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Fas, CCXCVIIL. 


A Piieft and Pears. 


Jolly Gutling Prieſt,that was Invited to a Wedding-Dinner, 
A Scumbled upon a parcel of Pears by the Way. The 
Maa was ſharp enough ſet to have made a Breakfaſt of them, 
but ſo taken up with the thought of che Wedding Chear, that 
he only Piſt upon the Pears in Contempt, and ſo went his 
Way. He was to Croſs a River it ſeems, but finding the 
Waters ſo High, that there was No Paſſing, he was cen glad 
to Trudge back again as Wiſe as he Came, and to make a 
Meal of Thoſe very Pears that he had Piſt upon and De- 


ſpis d. 
The MORAL. 


Hunger s the Beſt Sauce. 


REFLEXION. 


T HIS Fableſhews us, that Delicate and Squeamiſh Humours in the 
Matter of Meats and Drinks, are Freak, and Phanſy, rather then upon 
any Account of Nature, or Reaſon. (Some Few Inſuperable Averſions only 
Excepted) There is a Pride, and an AfﬀeRation of Singularity, that is 
never to be pleas'd with any thing that's Cheap and Common ; and there's 
alſo a Senſual Intemperance for the Gratifying of the Palate ; but Neceſf- 
ty, and no Choice cures cither of Theſe Evils. The Prieſt did Ill in Vili- 
ring Theſe Pears ; for All the Fruits of the Earth are the Gifts of Pro+ 
vidence, which we ought to have a Revyerence for : And he did Fooliſhly 
roo in not Conſidering, that he Himſel\ might come ro ſtand in Need of 
them. Bur he was forc'd, in the Concluſion, ro Eat That Himſelf, which 
he had made Unfit for any body elſe, and There was his Puniſhment. A 
Squeamiſh Faſtidious Niceneſs in Meats and Drinks, muſt be Cur'd as we 
Cure Agues, by Starving. 


<— cc ——_— 
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A Dozſe and a Dog. 
Hog took Notice of a Horſe in the Height of his 


Oourage, that was Juſt advancing to Charge an Enemy. 


Why what a Fool art thou, fxys the Hog to him, to make = 
Haſte 
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Haſte ro be Deſtroy'd ? That Conſideration, ſays the Horſe, 
may do well enough in the Mouth of a Wretched Creature 
that's only Fatted up to be Kill'd by a Kaife, but whenever 
I'm Taken off, I'll leave the Memory of a Good Name Be- 
hind me. 


The MORAL. 


"T's the Cauſe makes the Martyr. 


REFLEXION. 


HE that Conſults the Intereſt of his Carcaſs, before That of his Re- 
puration, or his Country, is Effectually bur a Brute, under the Figure of 
a Man. An Honourable Death is to be Preferr'd much before an Infamous 
Life. This Hog in the Fable has but taken up the Words and Humour of 
a Beſtial fort of People in the World : Men thar lie Wallowing in their 
Luſts, their Debauches, and their Pleaſures, and ſpending their Cenſures 
upon Men of Honour, and Publique Spirits, without any Regard to the 
Conſcience of either Chriſtian, Moral, or Political Duties. They arc 
more Solicitous for the Pampering of their Bodies, then for the Saving of 
their Souls, or the Embalming of their Memories : And fall juſtly under 
the Reproof of the Horſe to the Hog in This Emblem. 


FAR CCC. 


A Yunts-man and a Currier. 


Currier bought a Bear-skin of a Hunts-man, and laid him 

down ready Money fort. The Hunts-man told him that 
he would Kill a Bear next day, and he ſhould have the Skin. 
The Currier, for his Curioſity, went out with the Hunts-man to 
the Chace, and Mounted a Tree, where he might ſee the Sport. 
The Hunts-man Advanc'd very Bravely up tothe Den where the 
Bear lay, and threw in his Dogs upon him. He Ruſtled our 
Immediately, and the Man Miſſing his Aim, the Bear Over- 
turn'd him. So the Fellow held his Breath, and lay Stone ſtill, 
asif he were Dead. The Bear Snuffled, and ſmelt to him; 
Took him for a Carcaſs, and ſo left him. When the Bear 
was gone, and the Danger over, Down comes the Currier from 
the Tree, and bad the Hunts-man Riſe. Heark ye, my Friend, 
lays the Currier, The Bear Whiſpher'd ſomewhat in your Ear, 
What 
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What was it, I prethee? Oh (lays the Hunts-man) he bad me 
have a Care for the Future to make ſure of the Bear, before 1 


Sell his Skim. 
The MORAL. 


Let no Man Undertake for more then he is able to make Good. 


REFLEXION. 


THIS is to bid us ſecure our ſelves Before hand of what we Under. 
take for, and not depend upon Uncertainties. Tho with the Moraliſt's 
Leave, the Uncertainty was on the Orher Hand, and he thar Bought the 
Skin ran a Greater Riſque then T other that So/d it ; and had the Worſe 
End of the Staff; 'Tis Good Councel however, not to make our ſelyes 
Anſwerablc for Things our of our Power : py ” Where there are 
Dangerous Contingencies in the Way, as we find in This Fable : For the 
Bear was within a Hairs Breadth of Spoiling the Jeſt ; Ir is much at this 
Rate that we make All our Bargains; We give our Time, Study, Intereſt 
Liberty, and, in ſhort, part with all that's Precious, not only upon Uns 
certainties, but for Things we.can never Obtain. Theres no depending 
upon 7o-morrow. 


OO —— - —— 


Fas. CCCL. 
A Dermit, and a Doldier. 


Here was a Holy-man that took a Soldier to Task, upon 

the Subje& of his Profeſſion, and laid before him 

the Hazzards, the Sins, and the Troubles that Attend People of 

that Trade ; Wherefore, ſays he, for your Souls ſake, Sir, 

Pray give it over. Well! Father, ſays the Soldier ; 1 ll do as 

ou bid ine ; for really we are fo PII paid, and there's ſo littleto 

be Gotten by Pillage, that I Phanſy, Thad c'en as good Beygke 
my ſelf to a Godly Life. | 


The MORAL. 


When People can Live no longer by their Sins, 'tis High Time for them 
to Mend their Manners. 


Abſtemus's FABLES. 


REFLEXION. 


NATURE ir ſelf ſpeaks in Theſe Lively Images of Truth. Here's 
2 Good Man, and his Penitent Preaching upon Two ſeveral Texts. The 
tloly Father Enforces the Neceſlity of the Soldier's Repentance, from the 
Wicked Courle of Life that he Leads, and the Trade that he drives. The 
Soldier, on the Other hand, is willing to be Converted, for the Times are 
Dead, he lays, and there's Neither Pay, nor Plunder to be got. The 
World has abundance of Theſe Proſeiytes, that when they can be no lon- 
ger Wicked to Advantage, take up an Outward Change of Profeſſion, and 
pals preſently for Babes of Grace, without the Leaſt Symptoms, all this 
while, of any laward Change of Mind. This was the Cale of One of 
our Modern Confeſſors, and Martyrs, who took a Formal Leave of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and told his Ghoſtly Father, that he was now fully Refolv'd not to 
Starve for his Religion. Now there are Millions and Millions in the 
World, of This Man's Kidney, that have the Wir yet to keep their 
Tongues betwixt their Teeth, and to take up the ſame Reſolution withour 
Noitc. How many Inſtances of the Power of Pay and Pillage, does E- 
very day Produce in all manner of Dealings and Profeſſions : For Religi- 
gion and Property {till March Hand in Hand, and Men will do Tricks 
like Dogs, for Cruſts, and Change their Maſters both Heavenly, and 
Earthly tor Better Wages. Where's That Law, or Text that has not been 
Over-rul'd ſome time or other, and Diſtorted, by a Falſe Gloſs ro make 
the Application Profitable, and Eaſy to the Good People 2 How often 
have we heard as Arrant Jangling in the Pulpits, as ever we did in the 
Steeples : And Profetlors Ringing as Awk as the Bells, ro give notice of 
th2 Conflagration which They Themſelves were Raiſing ; for we have 
found it ro our Coſt, that the Multitude will ſooner Kindle with a Perni- 
cious Doitrine then with a Pudding-Lane Fire-Ball. Tis not Conſcience, 
bur /nrereſt char Governs the World ; and the Incomparable Z{udibras has 
hit the Point to a Hair. | 


Ibat's Orthodox, and True Believing 
Againſt a Conſcience > A Good Living. 
What m.ikes All Dottrines Plain and Clear ? 
Abour Two Hundred Pound a Year. 
And That which was Prov'd True Before, 
| Prove Falſe azain 2 Two Hundred More- 
k' }hat makes the Breaking of all Oaths, 
F A Tloly Duty ? Food and Cloaths. 


This it is, in fine, that makes the Devi! of a Saint, and 4 Saint of a Des 
1 ; for your /oly Apoſtate is the Blackeſt of Hypocrites. The Soldier 
turns Religious, and he ſhall do more Miſchief in That Shape then ever he 
did in the Other. For a Corrupted Zeal draws more Blood then a Merce- 
nary Malice. 


Abitemius FABLES. 


FAB CCCII. 
A Dusband and Wife rwice Parry'd. 


Here happen'd a Match betwixt a Widower, and a Widow, 
Y: The Woman would be perpetually T'witting of her ſe- 
cond Husband, what a Man her Firſt was; and her Huband 
did not forget the Ringing of itin her Ears as often, what an 
Admirable Woman he had to his Firſt Wife. As the Woman 
was One day upon the Peeviſh Pin, a Poor Body comes to the 
Door, while the Froward Fit was upon her, to beg a Charity, 
Come in Poor Man (lays the Woman) Here's c&'en the Leg of 2a 
Capon for thee to pray for the Soul of my Firſt Husband. Nay, 
faith, ſays the Husband, and when thy Hand is [n, een take the 
Body and the Reſt on'r, to pray for the Soul of My Firſt Wife. 
This was Their way of Teizing One Another, and of Starving 
the Living to the Honour of the Dead ; for they had but That 
One Capon betwixt them to Supper. 


The MORAL. 


yauce for a Gooſe is Sauce for a Gander. There's no Contending with 
the Laws of God and Man, Eſpecially againſt Thoſe that have Power, and 
Kight on their Sides. 


EERFLEXIUDUL NN, 


WE may learn from This Fable, that ir is Common Duty and Dil- 
cretion, for Men and their Wives, when they arc once Hamper'd, to make 
the Beſt of a Doubrful Game ; for they are One to All Manner of Pur- 
poſes, by which it is Poſſible for Two Perſons ro be United. Their In- 
tereſt is One and the ſame, and there's No Touching the Peace, or the 
Honour of the One, without Wounding That of the Other ; but if there 
happens to be Any Abſolute Necellity of Jangling, One of the Civilleſt 
ways of Reproach is That here before us; and it is bur according to the 
Ordinary Guile and Freak of the World, when any thing comes Crols 
berwixt the Second Husband and Wife, to be ſtill Celebrating the Memory 
of the Former. My Firſt FHusband (Heaven Reſt his Soul) and My Fir/t 
Wife, they Cry, was So and So, and wou'd have done This and That. 
The Two Main Topiques to Chop Logick upon in Theſe Domeſtique 
Diſagreements, are commonly rhe Upbraiding One Another with what 
I Was, and what / Might have been; and what a Match I might have had 
[with a Pox) never conſidering what they Are, and that what they Are 
they Muſt be, which is the Only Point. *'Tis Forty ro One that Con- 
troverlies 
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troverlics will Arile oac time or Orher in That State of Life, when it will : 

be the Husbands Part, upon the Matter of Dignity, Preference, and Com- 

million, to Moderate Matters, both by his Authority, and his Prudence ; 

Which 15 but Confonant to Equity and Right Nature. Wherefore the 

Woman 1s Worle then Frantick, that, upon Theſe Diſputes, will be try- 

ing Concluſions with her Husband, for a Better, or a Worle. If he } 

Truckles, the makes him' a Coxcomb ; If he keeps his Ground, the ſhews 

lier {eif ro be Ore, fo thar the lays all ar ſtake upon the Conteſt; that a 

Sober Woman has to LLole. Ir rs much berrer to give Way betimes to the 

Stronger, even upon the Marter of Prudence, as well as of Retþe&, then 

it would be to Contcnd at firft, 'and then, cirher ro Crols the Cudgells, 

or t be Baiite in the Conclutton. The Man and the Woman here never 

Conſider d that they gave away their Own Meat, and both Robb'd, and 

Ditcrechited One Another in the Conteſt. 


I — _ - — 
-—O—_ C——— — — Doe Woe > CIInr ene Dr ———_— ———m-— 


F AB. CCCIIL 
A Lyon and a Mouſe. 


Lyon that found himſclf Hamper'd in a Net, call'd to 

a Mouſe that was paſſing by, to help him out of the 
Snare, and he'd never forget the Kindnels, he ſaid. The 
Mouſe Gaaw 'd the Threads to pieces, and when he had fer the 
Lyon at Liberty, delic'd him in Requiral to give him his Daugh- 
ter. "The Lyon was too Generous to Deny him Any thing, 
bur moſt Unluckily, as the New Bride was juſt about to Step 
into the Marriage Bed, ſhe happen'd to let her Foot upon her 
Husband at Unawares, and Cruſh'd him to Death. 


The MORAL. 


The Folly of an Inconhderate L ove. The Force of Gratitude, and Geod Na- 
ture, and the Miſery that Accompanies Unequal Matches. 


REFL EAST A 


ALL Matches, Fricndſhips, and Societies are Dangerous and Incon- 
venicnt, where the Contractors are Not Equals : And the Mouſe under 
the Paw of the Lyon, docs well enough ſet forth the Danger of ſuch a 
Marriage. 


F A B. 
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Fap. CCCIY. 


War and Bzick. 


Here was a Queſtion ſtarted once about Wax, and Brick 

why the One ſhould be fo Brirtle, and liable to be Broken 
with Every Knock, and the Other bear up again All inju- 
ries and Weathers, ſo Durable and Firma. The Wax Philoſo- 
phiz'd upon the Matter, and finding it Out art laſt, that ic was 
Burning made the Brick ſo Hard, Caſt ic ſelf into the Fire, upon 
an Opinion that Heat would Harden che }/ax too; but That 
which Conſolidated the One, Diflolv'd the Other. 


The MORAL. 


'Tis a Folly to try Concluſions without Underſtanding the Nature of the 
Matter in (zeſt ion. 


REFLEXIO N. 


THERE's No Trying of Experiments, withour laying Things and Things 
together : For That which is agreeable to the Nature of One Thing, is 
Many zimes Contrary to the Nature of Another, Several Humours are 
to be Wrought upon ſeveral Ways, and the Caſe betwixt Wax and Brick, 
is the very {ame Cale too betwixt One Man and Another. Some are to 
be dealt withal by Fair Means ; Other by Foul ; and That which Hardens 
the One toftens the Other. 


Fas, CCCV. 


A Pusbandman rurn'd Soldfer and Merchant. 


H the Endleſs Miſery of the Life I Lead ! crys the Moiling 

Husbandman, to ſpend all my Days in Ploughing, 
Sowing, Digging, and Dunging, and to make Nothing on' at 
laſt ! Why now in a Soldiers Life, there's Honour to be gor, and 
One Lucky Hit ſets up a Man for Ever. Faith, I'll e'en put 
off my Stock, Get mea Horſe and Arms, and Try the Fortune 
of the War. Away he goes; Makes his Puſh; Stands che 
Shock of a Battel, and Compounds art laſt for the Leaving of 


a 


behind him, to go Home again. By This 
had his'Bellyful of Knight-Errantry, and a New 
Freak takes tim in the Crown. He might do better, he fancies, 
in the Way of a Merchant. This Maggot has no ſooner ſet him 
agog ; bur he gets him a Ship Immediately ; Frights her, and 
ſo away to Sea upon Adventure : Builds Caſtles in the Air, 
and Conceits Both the Indies in his Cofters, before he' gets ſo 
much as Clear of the Port. Well! And what's the End of 
All This at laſt ? He falls into Foul Weather, among Flats and 
Rocks, where Merchant, Veſlel, Goods and All are loſt in One 
Common Wreck, 


The MORAL. 


A Rambling I evity of Mind 1s commonly Fatal tous. 


REFLEXEISON. 


THIS Doctrine concerns thoſe that Raſhly Change their Condition 
and Fortune, and commonly fall intorhe Inconveniencies that they thought 
to Avoid. He that's Well, already, and, upon a Levity of Mind, Quits 
his Station, in hope to be Betrer, 'tis Forty to One,he loſes by the Change ; 
for This Lightnels is both a Vice, and a Diſcaſe, and rather the Wallow- 
ing of a Sickly Qualm, then any Reaſonable Agitation of Councel and 
Debate. The Fault is not in the Place, or Bus'neſs, but in the Stomach ; 
and the Quitting of ſuch a Courle of Life, is but ſhifting Poſture in a Fir 
of Sickneſs : Ler a Man turn which Way he will, he is ſtill as Reſtleſs and 
Unealie One way as Another. Not bur that "tis Reaſonable for a Man, 
under any Calaimity, to uſe the Beſt Means he can, Honeſtly, to ger 
Clear ont, Let it be Pain of Body, Diſtreſs of Mind , Lofs of Liberty, 
Pinching Neceſlity of Fortune ; Nay let it be Gout, Stone, or Torments, 
there's Matter yet left for Induſtry, Councel, Generoſity, or when All 
fails, for Philotophy, and Conſtancy of Mind to Work upon; and to Em- 
prove All the Methods of Providence to our Advantage. Now All This 
is only an Honourable and Warrantable Conflict, witu ſuch Accidents and | 
Circumſtances as Providence is pleas'd to make uſe of, for the Tryal of our 
Faith and Vertue. So that Theſe Strivings are not to be taken for a Con- 
rending with ſuperio: Powers ; but they are Caſes Excepted from the Un- 
eaſinels here in the Fable ; which ariſes from a DiſatisfaCtion in ſuch a Let, 
as might make us abundantly Happy if we would but keep our Deſires 
within Thoſe Bounds which God and Nature have Preſcrib'd us. Burt Men 
under Thele Irregular Appetites, can never think themſelyes Well, fo long 
as they fancy they Might be Better : And then from Better, they mult Rite 
to be Beſt ; and when That Beſt ir ſelf falls ſhort of whar they Expected 
from it, they are ſtill as Poor and Miſerable as if they had juſt Nothing 
at all. The ZHusbandman Envies the Soldier ; The Soldier Envies the 
Merchant » and when he has try'd All Turns, and Projefts, what with the 
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Chance of War, Storms, and Pyrates, he fees his FORM Late, and mn 
Vain Wiſhes himſelf with his Hinds and his Flocks again. To lay All jn 
4 Word, This Levity is both Actended, and Pumſh'd, with an Impoſlibllity 
of Mending our Condition ; for we Apply to our Bodies, and our Foy- 
tunes, when the Diſtemper lics m our Minds. 


Fas CCCVET. 
An Afs puts in for an Office. 


Here was a Bantering Droll got himſelf into a very Good 
Equipage and Employment, by an Admirable Faculty 
he had in Farting. The ſucceſs of This Buffoon Encourag'd 
an Aſs to put in for a Place too; for, ſays he, I'll Fart with 
That Puppy for his Commiſſion, and leave it to the Judg- 
ment of Thoſe that Preterr'd him, which has the Clearer, and 


the Better Scented Pipe of the T'wo. 


The MORAL. 


Where Publique Miniſters Encourage Buffonnery, "tis no wonder if Buffon: 
ſet up for P ublique Miniſters. | 


EST EEREAID NN. 


T HIS Fable, according to Ai/temins, and Others, Touches the Hu- 
mour of Thoſe that Squander away their Moncy upon Vanity and Trifles- 
Bur it ſeems ro Me to look quite Another Way. With Alftemins's Fa- 
vour,l ſhould rather rake This Fable to Strike at rhe Narural Conlequences 
of Evil Examples, when the Unreaſonablencſs of One Act ſhall be made uſe 
of as an Argument for Another, no leſs Unrcaſonable : For 'ris Preſident, 
Efletually that Governs the World. Why thould not One Fool be Pre- 
ferr'd for Farting as well as Another ? For in Caſes of Competition, he 
that does Beſt, c'en in an Ill, or in a Weak Thing, has a kind of Claim, 
and Right ro a Preference, and the Groſler the Foppery, or the Iniquity, 
the Faurer the Pretencc. 

This 4fſes putting up for an Office, Taxes the Perverting of Policy 
and Juſtice, in Conferring Thoſe Honours, Charges, and Benefits, upon 
Paraſites, Drolls, Buttoons, and other Servile Inſtruments of Luſt and 
Ambition, that are Due only ro Men of Honour and Vertue., The Miniſters 
of Government, and of Pleaſure, ſhould be carcfully Diſtinguiſh'd ; for it 
Corrupts both the Morals, and the Underſtandings of a Nation, when 
they find the Precepts of Common Honeſty, and the Practices of State, 
ro 
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ro run lo directly Counter, as to leave no Hope of Advancement, Credit, 
or Security, bur by living in a Defiance to Nature and Reaſon : That 
is tolay, by Pliyinz the Fools, and Fartinz for Preferment. 


—— DE — —_——__K- 


F as CCCVII. 
A River aad a Fountain. 


Here Happen'd a Diſpute betwixt a River, and a Fountain, 
which of the Two ſhould have the Preference. The 
River Valu'd it ſelf upon the Plenty and Variety of Fiſh tha ir 
Produc'd ; The Advantages of Navigation ; The Many Brave 
Townrs and Palaces that were Built upon the Banks of it ; 
purely for the Plealure of the Scituation : And then for the 
General Satisfaction, in fine, that ir Yielded to Mankind, in 
the Matter both of Convenience and Delight: Whereas (ſays 
the River) the Fountain paſles Obſcurely through the Caverns 
of the Earth ; lies Bury'd up in Mols, and comes Creeping into 
the World, as if it were atham'd to ſhew the Head. The 
Fountain took the Infolence and the Vanity of This Reproacn 
ſo Hemouſly, that it prelently Choak'd-up the Spring, and 
Stopt the Courle of its Waters: Inlomuch that the Channel 
was immediacely dry'd up, and the Fiſh left Dead and Stinking 
in the Mud ; as a Juſt Judgement upon the Stream, for Dero- 
gating from the Origmal and Author of All the Bleſſings it 
Enjoy d. 


The MORAL. 


He that Arrogates any Good to Himſelf, detradts from the Author of all 
the Good he Emoys. j 


REFLEXTORN. 


THERE arc too many Pcople in the World of the Humour of This 
River, that Aſlume to Themlclves whar they recerve from others, with- 
out cver {o much as Thinking of the Heavenly Goodnels that is the Au- 
thor of Life it (elf, and of all the Bletſings that Crown the Comfort of 
It. 

This Fablc i3 a kind of an Expoſtulatory Debate bewixt Bounty and In- 
pratitude ; berwixt the Divine Goodneſs, and the Vain Glorious Pride of 
Corrupt Nature. And the Iniquity of our Proceeding 15 much the Same, 


both 


CO A es 


-— <<» 


 Abſtemiws's FABLES 


bot; towards God and Man. We are readicr to Claim to our lſclves, then 
to Aicrib2 ro Others, and moſt Dangerouſly given to Miſtake the Gra- 
tuirous Bleflings of Heaven, for the Fruits of our Own Induſtry and Vertue, 
he Fountain of all Goodneſs, and of all Good Things 1s God Bleſſed for 
excr: But in the Diſpenſation of his Mercies to the World, ſome things he 
docs by Himſelf, others by the Intervention of Natural Mcans, and by the 
Meoiiation of fuch Inſtruments as he has appointed for the Conveying of 
Thole Benefits ro us. According ro this Order, Kings are, by Depurati- 
un, the Fountains of Honour and Preferment : And we find Men as Back- 
ward cvery Jot to Acknowledge Temporal, as they are to Acknowledge 
Spiritual Gifts and Bounties : So that we have Thanklels Favourites ag 
well as Gracele(s Chriſtians. What a Babe/ do they make now of the 
Nature of Things, rather then Own the Courſe of Providence in the Di- 
{tribution of them ! Inſomuch that rhe Faculrics that were given us for the 
Glory and Service of our Maſter, as well as tor the Comfort of our 
Lives, and the Salvation of our Souls, are turn'd Point Blank againſt the 
\ery Reaſon and Intention of them. Sharpnels of Wit is Emprov'd to the 
Diſhonour of Him that Gave it. Atheiſm and Blaſphemy Dreſs'd up like 
a Science, and the Underſtanding that was given us for the Iinding qut of 
the Truth, is Employ'd upon Paradoxing, and Ridiculing it. They Value 
themſelves with the River, upon a-Conceir, that the Fiſh, the Beauty, 
the Convenicncy, is All their Own: And what is All This now, but &- 
ther to Diſclaim the Original, or to Defame it ? That's Obſcure, they ſay, 
Neglected, Over-grown, and either Not taken Norice of, or not Found: 
And What's the Iilue now of This Vanity, and Diſtraction ? A Judgment 


Treads upon the Heel on't; for Providence ſtops the Current , lays the 


Channel Open, and Expoſes it to Dereſtation and Scorn, in all its Fil- 
thinels. 


F ap. CCCVIIL 


A Wicked Pan and cc Devil. 


Notorious Malefatftor that had Committed I know not 

% how many Vullanies, and run through the Diſcipline of 

as many Goals, made a Friend of the Devil, to help him outin 
all his Diſtreſſes. This Friend of his, brought him off many 
and many a time, and ſtill as he was Taken up, again and a- 
gain, he had his Recourſe, over and over, to the ſame Devi 
tor ſuccour. Burt upon his Laſt Summons, the Dewl came to 
him with a Great Bag of Old Shoes at his Back, and told him 
Plainly. Friend (ſays he) I'm at the End of my Line, and can 


Help ye No longer. I have keat the Hoot till I have Worn = 
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all Theſe Shoes in Your Service, and not One Penny left me to 
Buy more: So that you muſt c'en Excuſe Me if I dropye 


here. 


The MORAL. 


The Devil helps his Servants, for a Seaſon ; but when they come once to 4 
Pinch, he leaves 'em in the Lurch. 


REFLEXION. 


WICKEDNESS may Proſper for a while ; bur at the Long Run, 
He that ſets All Knaves at Work, will moſt certainly Pay them theic 
Wages. The Man pays Dear for his Protection that Pawns his Soul for't : 
And it may be Another Obſervation, that the Devil Himſelf will not Work 
without Money. 


— —— Ht 


Fas CCCIX. 
A Counſel of Bfrds for Chuſing more Kings. 


HE Birds were Mightily Poſleſs'd with an Opinion, 

that it was utterly [Impoſſible for the Eagle alone toi Ad- 
miniſter Equal Juſtice to All her Subje&s ; And upon This 
Ground, there was a Motion put up, for Changing the Monar- 
cby into a Republique : Burt an Old Cunning Crow, that faw fur- 
ther into a Millſtone then his Neighbours, with One Word 
of his Mouth Daſh'd the Project. The More Kings you Have, 
ſays he, the more Sacks there are to be Filld : And lo the Debate 
tell. 


The MORAL. 


The Common People Hate All Government, and when they are Sick of it 
in One Form, they Fly to Another, but fill they rather Incline to That, 
which they Phanſy Eafreſt to Themſelves. 


REFLEALOR. 


THIS Emblem Inſinuates a Government by Oe to be leſs Burdenſome, 
then a Government by Mary. Andit is well cnough Adapted to a Profirable 
Allegory. The Multitude of Birds are Impos'd upon, that One Monarco 
15-'not {uſhcient for the Diſcharge of the Office, and therefore there's 
a Motion put up for the Erefting of More Kings : for Why, fay they, 
ihould 
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ſhould fo many Millions o of Men be Subjeted tO the PR and Will of 
One ſingle Perſon + This Error was begotten betwixt Faction, and Interel}. 
The One M anages by Deſign, and the Orher falls in upon an Implici 
Reſignation ; or cle Y aide upon Facility, and Weaknels. In the Con 
cluſion, tome Man of Obleryation, and Expcricncc (as the Crow for thc 
purpole) carrics them oft Clear from the Realoni: ng Parr, and \pplics > to 
the Mobile in their Own Was : That1s ro fav. m a W av of Pecket wy PE 
ments. He never Troubled Himſelf about the Ori Tim, i/ of Power, or the 
Analogy berwixt Monarchy in {Teaven, and upon Farth ; but gives them a 
thort Stroke upon the Subject of Profir and Loſs. Jon will find it eafier 
lays hc, to Fill One $S ck then ALiny : Ang Thar \llufion carry «| the 
Point. : 


as TEK. 


A Woman thar would ncceds Dire for hcor Dusband. 


Poor Woman was put out of her Wits in a manner, for 
fear of loſing her Husband, The Good Man was Sick 
and Given Over,and Nothing would ſerve the Furn, but Death 
muſt needs take Her inſtead of Him. She Call d, and Pray'd; 
and Pray'd and Call'd, till at laſt, Death Preſented himlelt in 
a Horrible Shape at her Elbow. She very Civilly dropt him 
a Curhie ; And Pray Sir, lays ſhe, Do not Miſtake your ſelf ; for 
the Perſon that You come for lies in the Bed there. 


The. MORAL. 


T 1s a (Common Thing fo T alk of [ VINT for ” Frie auld : but Pre It Comes to 
the Puſh once, *$is mo more then Talk at laſt. 


SF LEALIUON, 


THIS Confirms the Proverb, that Charity begins at dome, and when 
All is done, there's No Man loves a Friend fo Well, but he Loves Him- 
ſelf Better. There arc No Peop'e more Startled at Death, then Tholc 
that have gotten a Cuſtom of Calling fort. Oh that Peath would Detlvei 
Me /! (lays (nc *) Oh, that Death would take Me in the Flace of my Dear Fus 
band ! fays T'other. Bur when Death comes to Preſent Himſelf indeed, 
and to take them at rheir Words, the Good Wife very Civilly puts the 
Change upon him, and tells him, that the Perſon he comes for lies in the Bed 


there. In Few Words, to call for Death in Tet, is Vain, and Unproft fable ; 
10 
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Tocall for t in Farneſt, 1s Imptons : And to call fort at yy 1s both Fooliſh 
and Need/e(s ; for Death will moſt certainly come at his appointed time, 
whether he be call'd for or No. 


ow 
_ . —__w_ 


FAR COUEAL 


A Son Singing at his Pothers Funeral. 


Here was a Good Man that follow'd his Wives Body 

the Grave, Weeping, and Wayling all the Way he 
weat, while his Sox follow'd the Corps, Singing, Why Sirrah, 
ſays the Father ; You ſhould Howle, and Wring your Hands, 
and do asI do, ye Rogue You ; and not go Sol-Fa-ing it about 
like a Mad-man. Why Farther, lays he, You give the Prieſts 
Money t9 Ing, and will you be Angry with Me for giving ye 
a Song Gratis ? Wil, | ays th: Father, but That which may be- 
come the Prieſts will nu: always becom: You. 'Tis their OF. 


hce to Sing, ; but it 1s Your Part to Cry. 


The MORAL. 


Funeral Tears are as Arraa'ly It, d-onut as Mourninz Cloaks : and fo are 
iho wory ( J/2 es: Anil whether we Co to our Gr.zves SHIVU lis or SInTIng, 
'tis all but according to the Faſhion of ths Country, and Meer Form. 


REFLEAT®@N 


THE Methods of Government and of Humane Society, muſt be 
Preſerv'd, where Every Man has his Roll, and his Station Atlign'd him ; 
and it is not for One Man to break in' upon the Province of Another. 
[his Moral tclls us alſo, thar when One Man Condoles for the Diſtreſles 
of Another, "tis more for Money, or for Company, then for Kind- 
ne!s. 

"Tis a ſlaviſh forr of Ceremony, and Impoſition, that Pcople muſt be 
Train'd up, by ( crtain Rulcs of Art, and Pretcription, to the very Manage 
and Gove W" at of the moſt Free and Natural of our Attetions : ; for we are 


Taught and Appointed the very Mcrhods, ana LCeegrccs, ot Grizving, and 
Rojorcins ; and to do Honour to the Dead, by the Count ka Lam 'C:ata- 
tions of the Living. Bur This way of Mourning by Rute, 18 rarher an 


Oftentation of Sorrow, ticn an Incication of it. Now to fay tic triith of 
the Matter, Terms and Moges have C orruptod the Hincerit, 0: our Man- 
ncrs,as well toward our Livinz Friends,as to the Memory 0! "Thoſe [ Departed. 
We have har.!ly = relmar [cit 11 our Converlation that 1s Pure and Genuine : 
But the way of Civility 1n Faſhion , caſts a Blind over the Dury, under 
fome Certain Cultomary Preidents of Empty — - So that art: This 
ratc, Wc impolc Qne vu ou Another F without 2 gar ro Faith, Truth, 
or Vertuc. But we muſt. £ $ing in lome Calcs, and FCr rv Ih Others, and there $ 
an End ont. 
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Fas CCCXII. 
A Jealous Yusband. 


Jealous Husband Committed his Wite ia Confidence tg 
the Care and Cuſtody of a Particular Friend ; with the 
Promiſe of a Conſiderable Reward it he could bur keep her 
Honeſt. After ſome Few Days, the Friend grew Weary of his 
Charge, and deſfir'd her Husband to take his Wite Home again, 
and Releaſe him of his Bargain ; for, ſays he, I had it utterly 
Impoſſible to Hinder a Woman from any thing the has a Mind 
to. If it weretoturn a Bag of Fleas Loole into a Meadow e- 
very Morning a Grazing, and Fetch chem home again at Night, 
| durſt be an{werable with my Life for the Doing of it, to a 
ſingle Flea, but T'other is a Commiſhon I dare go no further in. 


The MORAL. 


Tis enozeh to Make a Woman a Whore, but ſo much as to Phanſy her One, 
and then tis no Boot to be Fealous neither ; for if the Fſumour takes her 
to be Fadſh, tis not All the Locks, Bolts and Spies in Nature that can 
keep her Honeſt. 


REFLEXIO N. 


TF ALOUST, betwixt Man and Wife, docs but Provoke, and En- 
Aame the Appetite, as it fers the Invention at Work upon Ways and Means 
of giving One Another the Slip : And when ir comes ro a Tryal of Skill 
once, tis a Carrying of the Caule to gain the Point, and there's a kind 
of Perverle Reputation in getting the Better on't. Briefly, "tis Labour 
Loſt on Both ſides, while the One is never tobe Reſtraind, nor the Other 
to be (arisficd : For Jealouſic Rages as well without Realon as with it. 
Nay the very Will to do a Thing is as Good as the Thing Done ; And his 
Head 1s as Sick, that bur fancies the Thing Done, as if he ſaw the very 
Doing of it with his Own Eyes. The Ways of a Woman that has a mind 
to play Faſt and Looſe, are as Unlearchable as the very Thoughts of her 
Heart ; and therefore the Friend here was in the Right ro Diſcharge Him- 
{2If of his Truſt, and throw up his Commillion. 


—_— 
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Fas. CCCXIII. 
A Wan that would not rake a Glifter. 


Hen the Patient is Rich, there's No Fear of Phyſicians 

about him, as Thick as Waſps toa Honey-Pot; and 

there wasa Whole College of them call'd ro a Conſultation up- 
on 
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on a Purſe-Proud Dutch-man, that was Troubled with a Megrim, 
The Dottors preſcrib'd him a Clyſter ; The Patient fell into a 
Rage upont. Why Certainly Th People are All Mad, ſays he, 
to talk of Curmg a Mans Head at his Tayl. 


The MORAL. 


He that Conſults his Phyſician, and will not Follow his Advice, muſt be his 
Own Doctor : But let him take the Old Adage along with him. He that 
Teaches Himlclt has a Fool to his Maſter. 


REFLEXION, 


TIS a Miſerable Thing, when Men that Underſtand Nothing ar all, 
ſhall rake upon them to Cenſure, and to Pre-judge every thing that they 
do not Underſtand. Whart's the Uſe of a College,if every Particular Man 
ſhall ſer up to be his Own Do&tor. And 'tis the ſame Cafe where Subjects 
tske upon them to Corre&t Magnificat, and to Preſcribe to their Supe- 
riors. Let every Man be Truſtcd in his Own Way, and ler the Doctor Pre- 
{cribe to the Patient, not the Patient to the Dottor. For at the Rate of 
This Thick-skull'd Blunder-head, every Plow-jobber ſhall take upon him 
to Read upon Divinity, Law, and Politiques, as well as Phyfick. 


er — 


Fas. CCCXIV. 
A Wolfe and a Sick Afs. 


Here was a certain Wolfe, that in a Qualm of Wonderful 

Charity, made a Viſit to an Aſs, that lay [I] of a Violent 

Fever. He felt his Pulle very Gingerly ; and, pray, my Good 

Friend, ſays he, Whereabouts is your Greateſt Pain. Oh, 

Gently, ſays the Aſs ; for it Pricks me juſt there ll where you 
lay your Finger. 


Fas. CCCXV. 
A For and a Sick Cock. 


Cock took his Bed upon a Fir of Sickneſs, and a Fox of his 
Old Acquaintance, gave him the Complement of a 
Viſic, and Ask'd him how he felt himfelf. Alas! ſays the Cock, 
I'm een ready to ſmother for want of Breath z and if you'd be 
pleas'd but to ſtand off, and give me a Little Freſh Air, I fancy 
| ſhould be ſomewhat more at Eale. 


Abſtemus's FABLES. 


The Moral of the Two Fables above. 


The Charity of our Death-Bed Viſits from One to Another, is much at ; 
Rate (generally Speaking) with That of a Carrion Crow to a Sheep * we 
ſmell a Carcaſs. 


REFLEXION. 


THERE are no Viſits ſo Ofticious, and Importune, as thole tha 
People think to get by ; Elpecially when our Thoughts are taken up with 
Martters of Greater Moment. Beſide, that there's a Deſign upon us in the 
very Complement. Thele Fables may ſerve to Point our to us, that there 
arc Men, as well as Wolves and Foxes, that Waite for the Carcaſs; That 
is to ſay, for an Office, an Eſtare, a Commiſſion, Lands, Money, Jewels, 
or whatever cle People lie Gaping for in Reverſion, according to the 
Practice of the World : So that there's Lietle Truſt ro Theſe Death-bed 
Ceremonies ; Which, for the Greater Part, have more in them of Avarice; 
and Intereſt, then of Picty and Good Will : So that Effectually, a Wolv:s 
Viſiting a Sick Aſs, is but Saying Grace to a Dead One. 


Fas. CCCXVYI. 


Three Things are the Better for Beating. 


Good Woman happen'd to paſs by as a Company of 

Young Fellows were Cudgelling a Wallnut-Tree, and 
ask'd them what they did That for ? This is only by the Way 
of Diſcipline, fays one of the Lads; for 'tis Natural for Aſſes, 
Women, and Wallnut-Trees to Mend upon Beating. 


% 


« The MORAL. 


Spur a Jade a (Queſtion and he'll Kick ye an Anſut! 


REFLEXION. 


PEOPLE ſhould nor be roo Inquiſitive, without Conſidering how 
far They Themlelves may be concern in the Anſwer to the Queſtion. 
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Far CCCXVIL. 
The Alles With. 


N Aſs was Wiſhing in a Hard Winter, tor a Liule Warm 
Weather, and a Mouthful of Freſh Graſs to Knab upon, 
in Exchange for a Heartleſs Truſs of Straw, and a Cold Lodg- 
ing. In Good Time, the Warm Weather, and the Freſh Grif 
comes on ; but ſo much Toyl and Bus'neſs along with ir, that 
the Aſs grows quickly as Sick of the Spring as he was of the 
Winter. His next Longing is for Summer ; but what with Har- 
veſt Work, and other Drudgeries of That Scaſon, he is Worle 
now then he was in the Spring ; and then he fancies he ſhall ne- 
ver be Well till Autwnn comes ; Bur There again, what wich 
Carrying Apples, Grapes, Fewel, Winter-Proviſions, xc. he 
finds himſelf in a Greater Hurry then ever. In fine, when he 
has trod the Circle of the Year in a Courſe of Reſtle(s Labour, 
his Laſt Prayer is for Winter again, and that he may bur cake up 
his Reſt where he began his Complaine. 


The MORAL 


[he Life of an Unſteady Man runs away in a Courſe of Vain Tſhes, and 
Unprofitable Repentance : An Unſettled Mind can never be at Reft. 
There's No Seaſon without it's Bus neſs. 


REFLEXION. 


THE Aﬀes Wiſh here, is the Lively Image of a Fooliſh, and a Miſec- 
rable Levity of Mind ; and, in truth, there is but too much in't of the 
Figure, and the Bus'nels of Humane Life ; for we ſpend our daysin a kind 
of Lazy, Reſtleſs Indiſpoſition, that looks as if we would fain be doing 
ſomething, and yer never goes further, then to a Shifting from One Pro- 
poſition to Another. Wiſhing and Woulding, (as they iy) has ſomewhat in 
it of an Analogy to Stretching, and Yawning ; We only Drowſe when 
we think we Live, and our time runs away in Fancying Caſtles in the Air, 
and in putting of Cales: The Inference that we are to draw from hence 
is This; If an Unſerried Head and Heart be fo Grievous a Calaminy, the 
Squaring of a Man's Thoughts, Wiſhes and Dcſires, ro the Lot that 
Providence has {er Out for him, isÞHoth a Bleſſing, and a Duty. 

He that is ſtill Weary of the Preſent, ſhallbe moſt certainly Sollicitous 
for the Furure. For the Preſent is only the Courte of fo many Moments 
into time to Come. He that Gapes after he knows not what, ſhall be 
(ure ro Loſe his Longing. He Changes, out of Reſtlcinels, nor Choice, 
and fo long as he carries the fame Mind abour him, the Circumſtances of 
his 
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1s Convinon will never FO the Cale. His Pretent Thoughts arc Un- 
cal v, bcecautc Ins Preicat St are docs not Plcalc him, and to he £0CS ON at 
{1 \'c:r nrurc,. Shufting y atkl C alling about for fom EWHat elle that may better 
Avrec with him. The Batc| hellox. wants a Wife ; The Marry d Man wants 
Is Libs rey; The Statelman has a Mind to be Private. The Country- 
11an lives out of ric Worl. C The Man ot Bus nets IS A Slave tor; And 
he that's our of Employment, makes it lis Excule, that hc 1s forcd to 
Drink or Whore for want of ſomewhat clic & do, Theres no Meaſure 
w be taken of an Unſtcaly Min ; bur ſtill "tis cirher roo Much, or too 
Little; roo Soon, or too Late. "The Love of Novelty begets, and En- 
creales the Love of Novelty ; am the oftner we Change, the more Dan- 
vcrous and Troublclome do we find This Itch of - Variety to be. The 
iſs was Sick of rhe Sprims ; Sicker yet of the Summer; more Sick (Uull of 


as 
'" 


ltan ; and Sickeſt of 441, of the tter ; till he's brot ught, mn the End, 
FO < ompount tor 1s Firll Condition a Jam, and to rake up with That 
tor Ins Satisfaction, which he reckon'd upon before as his Misfortune. 

Tins it 1s, when Fickle ant Foolith Pcople will be Preſcribing To, and 
Retining upon the Wile and Grac os Appointments of the Maker of thc 
World. Thcy know not what they Arc, and they know not what they 
Would be, aay further, then that they would not be what they arc. Let 
their Pretent Ytatc mn the Work be whe it will, there's (hill ſomething or 
other in't that makes their Life Wearylome: And they are as Pceviſh 
Company to Thcmlelves too, as they are to their Neighbours ; for there's 
not One Circumſtance in Nature, but they thall find Matter to Pick a 
Quarrel at: Let it be Health, Fortune, Converlation, Kindred, Fricnds, 
it will be all a Cale, fo long as Weak, and Wayward Men ſhall go on 
Grumbling, and Cavilling ar the Works and Diſpenſations of Heaven. 
Were it not better now for People to be Quiet at firſt; and to fit down 
Contentedly in the Poſt where Providence has Plac'd them ? Were ir nor 
better to do the Great Work of Life Betimes, by the Help of a Seaſonable 
Prudence and Vertue, then to Deliver up our felves ro the Torments of 
Hopes and Fears, and be forc'd to do't ar laſt, by the Dear-bought Expe- 
ricace of our Follics, and the Necctlity of giving over what we can do 
no I .ONger : 

This is not yet to bar Honeſt Induſtry, or a Sober Application to thoſe 
Ways, Studies, or Means that may probably Contribute to the Mending 
of a Man's Fortune : Provided that he' ſer up his Reſolution beforc-hand, 
nor to let himſelf down below the Dignity of a Wile Man, be the Iſſue 
of his Endeavours what it will. He that is not Content at Pretent, carrics 
the fame Weaknels along with him to his next Remove ; for whoever Ci- 
ther Paſlionately Covets any thing that he has Not, or feels himſelf _ 
red with a Satiety of what he Poilelles, has alrcady loſt his Hold : 
that if we would be Happy, we mult Fix upon {ome Foundation that © can 
never Deceive us; and Govern our ſelves by the Meafures of Sobriety 
and Juſtice, All the reſt is but the Aſſes Circulation of more and more 
Anxiety, and Trouble. 
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FaBs CCCXVIIIL 


A Cat and Mice. 


S a Company of Mice were Peeping out of their Holes 

tor Diſcovery, they ſpy'd x Cat upon a Shelf; thax lay 

and look'd lo Demurely, asit there had been neither Life nor 
Soul in her. Well (ſays one of the Mice) That's a Good Na- 
tur'd Creature, 1'1l Warrant her ; One may read it in her very 
Looks; and truly I have the Greateſt Mind in the World 
ro make an Acquaintance with her. So ſaid, and (o dune; 
but ſo loon as ever Puſs had her within Reach, ſhe gave her to 
Underſtand, that the Face is not always the Index of the Mind. 


The MORAL. 


Tis a Hard Matter fora Man to be Honeſt and Safe ; for Vis very Charity 
and Good Nature Expoſes, if it does not Betray him. 


REFLEXION. 


N O Treachery ſo Mortal, as That which Covers it ſelf under the 
Maſque of Sanctity. A Wolfe does a Great deal more Miſchief in a Sheeps- 
Skin, then in his Own Shape and Colour. The Mouſe that took this Cat for 
a Saint, has very Good Company, not only in her Miſtake, but in her 
Misfortune too : For we have feena whole Aſſembly of Thele Mou/rng 
Saints, that under the Maſque of Zeal, Conſcience, and Good Nature, 
have made a Shift to lay I know not how many Kingdoms in Bloud and 
Ajhes. 


nm 
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Fas. CCCXIX. 


A Boar and a For. 


S a Boar was Whetting his Teeth againſt a Tree, up 

comes a Fox to him. Pray what do you Mean by That ? 
(lays he) for I ſee no Occalton fort. Well, ſays the Boar, bur 1 
do; for when I come once to be Set upon, 'ewill be roo Late 
for me to be Whetting, when I ſhould be Fighting. 
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A Wolfe and a Pozcupine. 


OUR Porcupine, and your Hedge-Hog, are ſomewhat A- 
like, only the Former has longer and ſharper Prickles 
then the Other ; And theſe Prickles he can Shoot, and Dart ar 
an Enemy. There was a [olfe had a Mind to be De aling with 
him, it he could bur ger him Dilarm'd tyſt ; and fo he rold the 
Porcupine in a friendly Way, that it did not look Well for 
People in a Time of Peace, to go Arm'd,- as if they were in a 
State of War ; and fo Advis'd him to lay his Briſtles alide; for 
(ſays he) You may Take them up again at pleaſure. Do you 
ralk of a State of War? ſays the Porcupine, Why That's my 
Preſent Caſe, and the very Reaſon of my Standing to my Arms, 
lo long as a Waolſes in the Company. 


The Moral of thc Two Fabtes above. 


No Man, or State cam be Safe in Peace that is not always in readineſs to Ei 
cornter an Enemy in caſe of a War. 


ESELEAILIO KN. 


ALL Bus'neſs that is Necetiary to be done ſhould be done Betimes: 
And there's as little Trouble of doing it InSceaton too, as Our of Seaton: 
Neither is it Effcctually done ar all, but in the Proper time of Doing it: 
So that 'tis Good Diſcretion, and Good Advice, to provide againſt Danger 
beforc-hand ; for he thats always Ready can ncvcr bc taken with 2 
MHhy-12t. 

"Tis a picce of Good Councel, in All the Aﬀairs of Humane Life, 
to take carc of >CCuring our Sclves that we be not cither Betray d, or Sur- 
priz d: But as 1t 15 V\ 1k om to KCCP our Scives upon a Guard ; to it is 
Marrtcr of Gocd Manners ao, and Rclpect ; ncithc Cr To do, nor ro lay 
any thing, that may Import a Ic ako uly, or a Diſtrutt. ' All che Ducics of 
Government, and Soc! ty - Nay, All Offices, Civil aa Religious, where 
Prudcnc:, Contcicnce, or 'C ommon Faith are concern d, have their Proper 
Seaſons. "Tis too Larc ro Hinder Milchict when tne Opportunity 15 once 
_ and therefore the Timing of Things 1s a Main Point in the Diſpatch 

all Aﬀairs. There can be no Saic, or Sure Peace, where People arc 
not always in rcadincls for War ; for the Common Well- -being of Ma: kind, 
docs not ſo much Depend upon the Faith of Men, aud of Goyernments 
as upon the Ic: mporary and Contingent Occaſions of breaking the Peace 
with Adyantage. Tis not Publique Juſtice Alone, that can Uphold a Go- 
vernment, Without the Aid of Policy and Councel, Men do Naturally 


Iadulge Thoſe Opinions and Practices, that fayour tayr Pretcnfions ; al ad 
it 
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ris too much to Superadd Powerful Temptations ro do Wrong, to the 
Force of Vicious Inclinations to do it. The Boar's Whetring Is Teeth, 
was only an Act of Neceſlary Precaution, for. fear of the Worſt : And the 
Porcupine did Wilcly too, -in keeping lumſelf upon his Guard when the 
Encmy was in View, 


Fang CCCXXI. 
A Wouſe and a Kite. 


Simple Mouſe had the Fortune to be near at hand, when 
a Kite was taken in a Net. The Kite begg'd of herto 
try 1t ſhe could help her out. The Mouſe Gnaw'd a Hole in't, 
and ſet her at Liberty; and the Kite Eat up the Mouſe for her 


Pains. 
The MOR AL. 
Save a Thief from the Gallows and he'll Cut your Throat. 


REFLEAIO N. 


'TIS No New Thing in the World ro Return Evil for Good. Nay, 
there are ſome Natures 1o ſowre, and ſo Ungratctul, that they are never 
to be Oblig'd. All Xztes of This Humour do not Wear Feathers : Neither 
do All fuch Mice wear Long Tayls. There are Caſes, wherein our Very 
Tendernc(s, and Charity, becomes a Snare to us, and there are People 
too, that fancy No Blood {o {weet, as That of the Perſon to whom they 
land Indebred for their Lives and Fortunes : Bur then if One Man ſhould 
Ceaſe to be Generous, and Charitable, becaule Another Man is Sordid, 
and Ungrateful. It would be much in the Power of the Baſeſt of Vices to 
Extinguith the moſt Chriſtian, and Humane of Vertues, Th: Lewd 
Examples May however, and Ought ro Recommend Prudence and Cau- 
tion to us ; but without Killing, or Quenching Good Nature. There are, 
'tis true, ſome People fo Harden'd in Wickednels, as to have No Senſe at 
all of the moſt Friendly Offices, or the Higheſt Benefits. Now in Theſe 
Delperate Cales, a Man 1s little Better then Fel:-de-ſe, rhar for the Help- 


ing of Another Ventures the Undoing of Himlelf. Nay, and 'tis fome- 


what more then a Venture too, when a Mouſe lays it felt at the Mercy of 
a Ate. 


LO —  —— —— ye —_— —_ 


282 


ee — — — ——— <—_— 


Ajems FABLES 


F AB. CCCXXIL. 


A Cockle and Jupiter. 


N Old Time, when Jupiter was in the Humour of Granting 
Petitions, a Cockle made it his Requeſt, that his Houſe and 

his Body might be All of a Piece. Jupiter made him Anlwer, char 
it would be a Burden to him, inſtead of a Favour. Yes ſays 
the Cockle, bur ir will be ſuch a Burden as I had rather Bear, 


then lie Expos'd to Ill Neighbours. 


The MORAL. 


Impertinent Vifits are the Plague of a Sober Man's Life, and therefore 
tis a # ſappy thing when a Body may be at Flome, or Not at Home, as 
He Pleaſes. 


REFLEXION. 


GOOD, or Bad Company, is cither the Greateſt Bleſſing, or the 
Greateſt Plague of Humane Life ; and therefore the Cock/es was a very 
Reaſonable, and a Pertinent Requeſt. There's No Liberty like the Frec- 
dom of being Publique or Private as a Body pleales ; And having it at 
my own Choice, whether I will live to the World, or to my ſelf. 


—— 
— 


Fas CCCXXLII. 


A Bitch ready ro PUppy. 


Big-Belly'd Bitch borrow'd Another Bitches Kennel to lay 

her Burden in. The Proprietreſs, after ſome time, 
Demanded Poſleſſion again, but the Other begg'd her Excule 
and Patience, only till her Whelps might be able to ſhift for 
Themſelves. This was Agreed upon for ſo many Days longer : 
Burt the Time being Expir'd, the Bitch that was Out, grew More 
and More Preſſing for her 0wn again. Why then lays the O- 
ther, if you can force Me and My Puppies Out of the Kennel, 
You ſhall have Free Liberty ro come In. 


Abſtemus's FABLES. 


Fas CCCXXIV. 
A Dedge-Yog and a Snake. 


Snake was prevail'd upon in a Cold Winter, to take a 

Hedge-Hog into his Cell ; but when he was Once in 
the Place was ſo Narrow, that the Prickles of the Hedges Hog 
were yery Troublelome to his Companion : fo that the Snake 
told him, he muſt needs Provide for Himſelf ſomewhere elſe 
for the Hole was not Big enough to Hold them Both. Why 
then, ſays the Hedge-Hog, He that Cannot Stay ſhall do Well 
to Go : But for my Own Part, Iam cen Content where I am, 
and if You be not ſo too, Y'are Free to Remove, 


The MORAL. 
Poſſeſhon is Eleven Points of the Law. 


REFLEXION. 


EVERY Man isto provide againſt Fraud and Treachery, where the 
Perſon he deals with may be the Betrer fort. Fore-warn'd, Fore-arm d. "Tis 
not Safe to Joyn Intereſts with Strangers, upon ſuch Terms, as to la 
our ſelves ar Mercy. In All Offices of Chriſtian Charity, and of Prudenr 
Converſation, People ſhould have a Strict Regard to the Humour and 
Character of the Perſons they deal withal ; to the Degrees and Meaſures 
of Things; and to the Conlequences upon the Whole Marttcr, 1n caſe of 
the Worſt. It is not Every Mans Talent to Diſtinguiſh Aright upon All the 
Neceſlities of Aﬀairs of This Nature. That is to-lay, how far our Prudence, 
may Warrant our Charity, and how far our Charity may Comport with our 
Prudence. 'Tis Dangerous on the Qne hand to pals the Rules of Ditcretion ; 
and it is Inhumane ;on the Other, not ro Acquit: our elves in All the 
Functions of Tendernels, and Good Nature ; for Piety and Wiſdom are 
Both Wrapt up in the Queſtion. The very fame Good Office may be a 
Vertue toward One Man, and aFolly roward Another. One may Juſtifie 
the running of a Riſque, in favour of a Man. of Jategrity and Good Fame: 
Bur where there is an Habitual Ingratiryde on the One fide, and a Con- 
ſilerable Hazzard, on the Orher, there's No Truſting. I ſhall not nced to 
Enlarge upon 'T bis Topique, in a World that makes Good the Allegory 
by ſo many Inſtances-of Daily Praftice and Converſation. How many 
Freſh Exainples may we find in our Own Memory, of Men that aiter All 
the Obligations [maginable, and 1n Contradiction to All the Tyes of 
Honour, Juſtice, and Hoſpitality have ferv'd their Maſters, Patrons, and 
Bencfactors, as the Hedge-Zog ſerv'd the Snake here / 


ÞP p p + 
© 


CE 


Abftemus's FABLES. = 


—— — 


FaB CCCXXV. 
A for and a Dare. 


Fox and a Hare were in a Warm Conteſt once, which of 

the Two could make the Beſt Shift in the World. When 
I am Purſu'd, ſays the Hare, | can ſhew the Dogs a Fair pair 
of Heels, and run away from 'em at pleaſure : And yet for All 
Thar, ſays the Fox, I have Baffled more of 'em with My V Viles 
and my Shifts, then ever You did with your Footmanſhip, 


The MORAL. 


Wiſdom is as much beyond Force, as Men are beyond Brutes. 


REFLEXION. 


A Good Bodily Strength and Diſpoſition 1s a Felicity of Nature, bur 
nothing Comparable yer to the Advantages of a Large Underſtanding, and 
a Ready Prelence of Mind. Wiſdom does more then Force ; but they do 
Beſt rogether, for a ſound Mind in a ſound Body, is the PerfeCtion of Hu- 
mane Bliſs. A Fox, "tis true, may be ſome time Outwitted, and a Hare 
Our-ſtriprt ; but This does not hinder yer the Excellency of One Faculty 
aboye the Other. 


Fas CCCXXVI. 
An Old Tan reſolv'd ro give over Whoztng. 


Here was an Old Toft, that in the very State of Impotence, ' 

had till a Whore in the Head of him. His Ghoſtly Father 

took Notice of it, and Ply'd him Hard with V Vholeſome Ad- 

vice, upon the Subje&t of the Luſts of the* Fleſh. This Reverend 

Forrficator thank'd him moſt Heartily for his Kind and Chriſtian 

Councel, and by the Grace of Heaven, ſays he, I'll Follow it; 

For to tell ye the Plain Truth on't, Iam told that 'tis Naught 

for me ; and really, my Body is quite out of Tune for Thoſc 
Gamools. 


The MORAL. 


When Things are at the Worſt they! Mend. 


Abſtemin's F ABLES: 


285 


P<q4 ti... Atth 


REFLEXION. 


MORE Men Reclaimout of Shame, Fear, or Pure Necelſlity, then 
for the Love of Honour, or Vertue. They that are Honeſt upon Theſe 
Terms would be Arrant Knaves if the Tables were Turn'd. They gO a> 
long with the Devil, while there's cicher Pleaſure, or Profit to be had on 
That fide ; bur when they come once to loſe the Taſt of the One, and the 
Means of the Other, they are preſently Regiſter'd in the Calender of New 
Converts. The Countenance of This Fable looks a little betwix: Jeſt and 
Earneſt ; but This Mixture of Appearance does not Hinder it. from being 
a moſt Edifying Satyr upon the Corruptions, and Falſe Semblances of 
Humane Life. Lord / How Sober, and Temperate do People grow, when 
they can Drink and Whore no longer / 


—_— 
 —_— 


FaB CCCXXVII 
An Jmpertinent and a Philoſopher. 


Certain Pragmatical, Senceleſs Companion would make a 

Viſit to a Philoſopher, He found him Alone in his S:uly, 
and tell a VVond'ring how he could Endure to Lead fo Soli- 
tary a Life, The Learned Man told him ; Sir, ſays he, You 
are Exceedingly Miſtaken ; for | was in very Good Company 
till You came In. 


The MORAL. 
Good Thoughts and Good Books are very Good Company. 


REFLEXION. 


A Wiſe Book is much berter than a Fooliſh Companion ; And the Dead,in' 
ſuch a caſe,are much Berter then the Living. It is one of the nioſt vexatious 
Morrtifications p_ of a Sober, and a Studious Mans Life, to have his 
Thoughts Diſorder'd, and the very Chain of his Reaſon Diſcompos'd, b 


the Importuniry of a Tedious, and an Impertinent Viſit. Elpecially, if 


it be from a Fool of Quality, where the very Figure of the Man Entitles 
him to All Returns of Good Manners and Reſpe&t. And the Atfiticon & 
yet more Grievous, where That Prerogative of Quality, is further Back'd 
and Corroborated, with a Real Kindneſs, and Good Will: For a Man 
muſt be Inhumane, and Ungrateful, as well as Rude, if he does bur ſomuch 
as Offer, ar the Eaſing, or the Relieving of Himſelf. The Driſt of This 
Fable art laſt, is to tell us, that Good Books and Good Thoughts are the 
Beſt Company, and that they are Miſtaken that think a Wiſe Man can eyer 
be Alone. Ir prepares us alſo to Expect Interruptions, and Diſappoinr- 
ments, and to Proyide for 'em ; bur withal, to take the Beſt Care we can 
fo 
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ro Prevent the Plague of Il Company, by avoiding the Occaſions of it, 

The Linking of a Man of Brains and Honeſty into a Lewd Infipid Con- 

verlation, 1s Effcctually but the Moral of "That Tyrant, that Bound the 

Living, and the Dead together, and yet This is it which the Impertigent 
O? b - - 

takes for the Relicf of Solitude, and the Bleſſing of That which he calls 


Company. 
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Fas CCCXXVIII. 


A Wolfe in a Sheeps-skin. 


Here goes a Story of a Wolfe, that Wrapt himſelf up 

in a Sheep-skin, and Worry d Lambs for a Good while 
under That Diſguiſe ; but the Shepherd Mer with him art laſt, 
and Truſt him up, Shreps-skin and all, upon an Eminent Gibber, 
for a SpeCtacle, and an Example. "The Neighbours made a 
Wonderment of it, and Ask'd him what he meant co Hang 
up his Sheep ? Oh, ſays he, That's only the Skin of a Sheep, 
that was made ule of to Cover the Heart, Malice, and Body 
of a Wolfe that Shrouded himfelt Under it. 


The Moral of the Two Fablcs above. 


Hl ypocrifte is only the I Devils Stalking Horſe, under an Afﬀetation of Sim- 
plictty ant] Religion. People are not to be Tude d by their Looks, Habits, and 
Appearances * but by the Charatter of their Lives and Converſations, and 
{y therr Work;. 


REFLEXION. 


- | 

T HIS Fable is Moralizd in the Holy Goſpel it felf. "Tis with all 
Men that are Notoriouſly Wicked, of what Degree or State, or in what 
point of Iniquity ſoever, much after the Raiz of the Wolfe in This FiCtion, 
Tyranny Marches under the Maſque of Care, Piery, and Prote&tion. In- 
juſtice ſets up the Rigorous Letter of the Law ro Weigh againſt the Im- 
probity of the Wirncls : The Pawn-Broker pretends Charity, and the Op- 
wreilor Flays the Widow and the Orphan : And at the ſame Time, Preaches 
Mercy and Compaſlion, with the very ſame Breath. Treachery Covers it 
ielf under a Cloak of Kindnels and Friendſhip ; and Nothing more Fre- 
quent thenaMlves in Lam! s-Skins,cven in the moſt Solemn Offices of Church 
and Starz. This Fable Extends to All the Lewd PraCtices of Hypocrites 
and Imroftors, under the Colour of Pious, and Charitable Works and 
Duties. Now if All our Moral Wolvzs in Sheeps-Cloathing, were but Servd 
as This Z1ypecritic2l Wolfe was mm the Fittion, and Hung-up Indeed, with 
their Crimes in Capital Letrers on their Forcheads, Common Truth and 
Honeſty among Men would be more Sacred. 


F AB. 
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Fas CCCXXIX. 


An Jncouragable Son. 


T was the Hard Lot of a very Good Man to have a Vicious 
Yourg, Fellow to his Son ; and he did what he could to Re- 
cl:im n.,: But Sir (lays he) for Brevities ſake, 'tis only fo 
mach T:me and Councel thrown away ; for all the Parſons a- 
" the Town have been Baiting me I know not how lon 
v, upon the lame Subje&t, and I'm not One Tot the Bet- 
ter for t. 


TiO MGOEAL 


Sore Mon Live as if they had made a Covenant with Tell: Let Drvines, 
Fathers, Frient's fay what they will, they Stop their Ears againſt them: 
Ant Good Counſel is wholly Cajt away upon them, 


REFLEAAASTORN 


THIS lable would go a Great way, if it were wrought up to the 
Heighth. As for the Purpole; to all Manner of Gracelets, and Hopeleſs 
Characters.5ome Pcople arc lolt for want of Good Advice; Others for want 
of giving Good Heed tot; And ſome again take up Refolytions before- 
hand never tro Mead. Nay there are Thole that Value themſelves upon 
the very Contempt of All that. is Sacred and Honeſt, and make it a 
Point of Bravery to bid Defiance to the Oracles of Divine Revelation, 
the Motions of Reaſonable Nature, and the Laws of Government. This 
Contradiction to the Duty of a Sober Man is yet farther Heighten'd, by 
the Diſobedience of a Son to a Parent: and farther yer, by a Spiteful Op- 
poſition to All the Precepts of Morality and Religion. There's ſomewhat 
of a Drell-Mixture in This Bantering way of Liberty, to make a body 
Laugh where he ſhould Cry : Burt is paſt a Sporting Matter, when the 
molt Neceſlary Dutics of Chriſtianity come to be the Queſtion. There's 
No Room for Trifling in Thole Caſes. 


F aB. CCCXXA. - 
A Sheep-Biter Hang'd. 


Certain Shepherd had One Favovrite-Dog, that he had a 

Particular Confidence in above all the reſt. He fed him 

| with his Own hand, and took more Care of him, in fhort, 
then of any of his Fellows. This Kindneſs went on a Long 

Time, till in Concluſion, upon the Miſſing of fome Sheep, 


he 


— - —— 
— — = © —_ Een WS —_—Y 
_ —— — — — 


+ Almws FABLES. 


— — —O7—  W—_— 


_— — 


he fancy'd This Cur to be Falle to him : After This Jealouſy, 
he kept a Strict Eye upon him, and in nae, found it out, thar 
This Truſty Servant of his was the Felon. Upon the Dilco- 
very, he had him preſently raken up, and bad him prepare for 
Execution. Alas! Maſter, lays the Dog, I am One of your 
Family, and 'twou!d be hard to put a Domeltique ro Extremi- 
ties : Turn your Diſplcaſure upon the Wolves rather, that make 
a Daily Practice on't ro Worry your Sheep. No, no, laysthe 
Shepherd, I'd ſooner Spare Forty Wolves that make it their Profeſ- 
ſion ro Kill Sheep, then One Sheep-biting Cur that's Truſted with 
the Care of them. There's ſomewhat of Franckneſs and Gene- 
roſity in the One 3 but the Other is the Baleſt of Treacheries, 


The MORAL. 


No Perfidy like Breach of Faith and Truſt, under the Seal of Friendſhip : 
For an Adverſary under That Maſque, is much more Unpardonable then 
da Barefac'd Enemy. 


SESFLEAION. 


THERE arc Political Sheep-biters as well as Paſtoral ; Betrayers 
of Publique Truſts, as well as of Private; And Humane Curs that arc as 
IWolviſh as the Other. This Maxim however, holds in All Caſes ; that 
Breach of Faith, and Truſt, is rhe moſt Odious, Inhoſpitable and Inhu- 
mane of Civil, as well as of Moral Offences. A ſpecial Confidence in 
One more then in Another, though from a King ro a Subject, or from a 
Maſter to a Servant, has ſome Analogy in't of Friendſhip, but the Mat- 
ter ſhould be rhoroughly Weigh'd ani Examin'd, before we pur it to the 
Utmoſt Tryal and Teſt. A Man may be too Hard, or too Eaſy ; too Ad- 
vent'rous or too Wary, in paſimg a Judgment upon the CharaQter of the 
Perſon : But above all things, it will concern us perfetly ro Underſtand 
the Honour, the PraQtice, and the Converlation of the Man we Propole 
for a Friend, before we lay any Strels upon his Faith ; Not but that we 
may believe Well of a Man, and yet not think fit to Truſt him : So thata 
Charity on the One hand does not Authorize a Confidence on the Other : 
It is not Amils however, to lay Baits for a Man in fuch a Caſe, and to 
try him on the Blind-ſide. As if a Man be Covetous, Profit, or Bribes 
may put him to the Telt, and fo Antwerably in Other Caſes. Powerful 
Temprations Arricificially Diſpos'd, are the Beſt Eflay, and Aſſurance of 
a Man's Faith and Honeſty that the Matter will bear. This Dog here 
would perhaps have Fought for his Maſter in any Other Caſe, though he 
Retray'd him in This : Butthe Love of Mutton was his Weak ſide: Which 
in ſome fort Anſwers to That which we call Peccatum in Delicijs in Man- 
kind. This Infirmity however did not Excuſe the Treachery, and the 
Kinder the Maſter the more Unpardonable is the Traytor. 


FAB. 
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Fas. CCCXXXRI. 


A Bull and a Ram. 


Here was One Maſter-Ram that Beat All his Fellows cut of 

the Field, and was ſo Pufffd up with the Glory of his 
Exploits, that Nothing would ſerve him but he muſt Challenge 
2 Bull ro the Combat. They Met, and upon the Firſt En- 
counter, there lay the Ram for Dead ; but coming to himſelf a- 
gain; Well (ſays he) This is the Fruit of my Inlolence, and 
Folly,” in Provoking an Enemy, that Nature has made my 
Superior. 


The MORAL. 


Where People will be Provoking apd Challenging their Superiors, either in 
Strength, or Power, tis not ſo much a Bravery of Spirit, as a Rude and 
Brutal Raſhneſ/ : and they pAy Dear for t at laſt. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS not Courage, bnt Temerity, for Men to Venture their Lives; 
Repurations and Fortuncs upon Unequal Encounters; Unleſs where they 
are Oblig'd by an Over-ruling Impulle of Honour, Conſcience, and Duty, 
to ſtand All Hazzards. That which the World Accounts Brave, is in 
Truth,no Berrtcr than Brutal, where there is not Reaſon, Juſtice, and 
Prudence to Direct and Govern it. Tis One thing for a Man to be Firm, 
and Fearlels, againſt Honeſt Dangers, let them appear never ſo Terrible, 
when his Honour for the Purpole, his Country, or his Conſcience, calls 
upon him to Encounter them : But to run his Head againſt Stone-Walls, 
er to put his Shoulders to a Sea-Breach, ro Attempt Infuperable Difficul- 
ries, and Needleſly ro Provoke Invincible Enemics, purcly out of a Vain 
Opinion of- his Own Strength ; This would be juſt the Moral of the Kam 
here in the Fable. | 
F 


— 


Fan QCCORTIEE 
A WIdoW and a Green Afs. 


Here was a Widow that had a Twittering toward a ſecond 
Husband, 2nd ſhe took a Goſlipping Companion of hers 

to her Aſſiſtance, how to Manage the Job. The Truth of it 
is, Tays ſhe, 1 have a Dear Mind to Another Bedfellow ; but 
the Devilliſh People would keep ſuch a Snearing, and Pointing 
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at me, they'd make me c'en Weary of my Life. You are a 
Fine Widow i faith, ſays T'other, to Trouble your Head for the 
Talk of the People. Pray will ye Mind whart 1 lay to ye now, 
You have an Aſs kere in your Grounds z go your ways and get 
Thar 4/s Painced Green, and then let him be carry d up and 
down the Country for a Show. Do This, | ſay, without an 
more Words, for Talk does bur Burn Day-light. The Thing 
was done accordingly ; and for the uſt Four or Five Days, the 
Green Aſs had the Whole Country at his Heels ; Man, Woman, 
and Child, Staring and Hooting after him. In four or hve 
Days More, the Humour was quite Spent, and the 4s might 
Travel from Morning to Night, and not One Creature to take 
Notice of him. Now (lays the friendly Adviſer) 4 New Mar- 
ry d IVidow is a kind of a Green Aſs : Every bodies Mouth will be 
Full on't for the firſt four or five Days, and in four or five More, 
the Story will e'en Talk it ſelf Allkep. 


The MORAL. 


Common Fame is as Falſe and Impadent as a Common Strumpet , Let E- 
very Man live to his Conſctence, and never Trouble his Head with the 


Talk of the People. 
SESSLEAXILIDO Ne 


There is no Myſtery in telling us that a Widow may be Preyail'd upon to 
Think of a Second FHusband ; but the Weight of This Emblem lies upon 
Thoſe Cafes where there Occur a Thouſand Scruples, and Dithculties, that 
may {tartle People ar firſt, and yer in the Concluſion, prove but a Nine-Gay s 
Wonder.The Fooleryofthe Widow and the Green Aſs,ſhews pleatantly enough, 
how Ealy a Matter it-is for a Bold Face, a Good Aſſurance, and a Reaſonable 
Stock of Wit and Addreſs, tro put Common Fame it {elf out of Counte- 
nance: Andit is a part of Prudence beſide, not to ſink under the Impret- 
ſion of an Ill Report : Provided there be Integrity and Innocence to Sup» * 
port That Firmne(s of Mind. A Wiſe Man will not make his Happinels 
Precarious: He looks to his Conſcience, and leaves the World to take its 
Courle. Tis the Novelty, not the Quality of Things, that ers People 
a Gaping and a Gazing at them : But when they come -once ro be Fami- 
liar, the Wonder goes off, and Men return to their Wits again. The 
Main Conſideration is This, whether the Matter in Queſtion be Good or 
Evil; Honourable or Diſhonourablc ; Not according to a Vulegar Eſtimate, 
but in the Genuine Truth, and Nature of it. *Tis Fooliſh, either t0 
Fear, or to Mind what the People ſay of a Man, in caſes where he ſtands 
or falls to his Own Conſcience. 
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FaBs CCCXXXIIL 
An Eagle and Rabbets, 


Here was an Fagle that drew a Nelt of Rabbets,and carry'd 

them away to her Young. The Mother-Cony follow'd 
her with Tears in her Eyes, Adjuring her in the Name of All 
Thoſe Powers that take care of the Innocent and Opprefled, to 
have Compaſſion upon her Miſerable Children : But ſhe, in an 
Outrage ot Pride and [ndignation, Tears them prelently to 
picces, The Cony, upon This, Convenes a Whole Warren ; 
Tells her Story and Adviles upon a Revenge : For Drvine Ju- 
ſtice (lays ſhe) will never ſuffer ſo Barbarous a Cruelty to ſcape Un- 
puniſh'd, Tihwey Debated the Matter, and came to an Unanimous 
Re/olve upon the Queſtion, that there was no Way of paying the 
Eagle in her Kind, but by Undermining the Tree where ſhe 
Timber'd. So they all fell ro VVork at the Roets of the Tree, 
and left it ſo little Foot-hold, that the firſt Blaſt of Wind laid it 
Flat upon the Ground, Neſt, Eagles and All. Some of 'em were 
Kill'd with the Fall ; Others were Eaten up by Birds and Beaſts 
of Prey, and the Cony had the Comfort atlalt, of Deſtroying 
the Eagles Children, in Revenge for her Own. 


The MORAL. 


Tis Flizhly Imprudent, even in the Greateſt of Men, Unneceſſarily to Pro- 
woke the Meaneſt : When the Pride of Pharaoh Flimſolf was brought 
down by Miſeralle Frogs and Lice. 


REFSEATUR 


THER E's Nothing fo Little as to be Wholly Defpis'4 ; for rhe moſt 
laconſid-rable of Creatures may at Some time or Other, by lome Means 
or Other, come to Revenge it telf upon the Greateſt; Not by its Own 
Force: {o much, as by the Working of Divine Juſtice, that will nox Sufler 
C»pceilion to pais Unpunilh'd. In cafes of Powertul Injullice, the 
Greateſl are not to Prelume, nor the Meancit ro Deſpair. 

We arc to Diſtinguiſh upon This Fable, what the Eag/e did as a 7 yrant, 
and what ſhe did as a Bird of Prey : And likewile berwixt a Paſſion which 
is purely Vindictive, and Thoſe Counſels where Divine Juſtice Interpoles 
towar| tt Avenging of the Innocent. Here is Power Triumphing over 
Weakncls ; a Criminal Cruelty over Helpleſs Innocence, and That Cruelty 
Incxorabl- roo, and Deaf to the Tears, Supplications, and Importunt- 
tics of a Tender Mother, on the Behalf of her Children. Now for the 
Humbſir.z of This Unmerciful Pride in the Fag/e, Providence has found 
out a Way, cven by the moſt Deſpicable of Means and Creatures, to the 
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Wreaking of a Revenge ; which ſhews likewiſe that Heaven takes the 
Cauſe of the Weak and the Guiltlels into a Particular Care. 

This Councel of the Rabbers has ſomewhat it it of the Debates of Po. 
pular Mcetings, where the Number and the Agreement Supplies the want 
of Orher Means : And we are taught from hence too, that States are not 
ſo much in danger of Open Force, as o&,gectet Mines : For when the 
Foundation 1s once Looſen'd ; The Leaſt Breath of a Commotion lays the 
Whole Building in Rubiſh. We are taught allo, that the Only, or ar leaft 
the Main Support of Power is Juſtice, in the Due Diſtribution of Reward 
and Puniſhment. Where Theſe Two Principles arc Perverted, the Govwern- 
ment is off the Ballance, and the Worſe Part of i Out-Weighs the Other, 
Bur the Judgments of Heaven Supply the delects of Common Juſtice, and 
Avenge the Caule of the Poor and Innocent upon the Heads ofthe Mighty, 
Vengcance, in fine Trcads upon the Heel of by ram according to the 
Dottrinc of This Fable of the Eag/e and the RadLers here. 


DD — __ — 


Fas CCCXXXIV. 


A Pike (ts up fox @overeignty. 


Here was a Maſter-Pike, «that for his Bulk, Beauty, and 
Strength, was look'd upon to be the Prince of the River, 
bur the Sovereignty of the Freſþ Water would not Content him, 
it ſeems, unleſs he might Engroſs to himſelf the Empire of the 
Sea too, Upon This. Ambitious Deſign, he Launch'd out 
into che Ocean, and put up his Claim to't; Bur a Prodigious 
Dolphm took This Encroachment upon his Right, in ſuch 
Dudgeon, that he fer upon the Pike ;| Gave him Chace, and 
Purſu'd him to the very Borders of his Own Stream, Infomuch 
that the Pike had enough to do to Save Himſelf ; and from That 
Time forward, he had the Wit to keep within the Compal of 
his Own Dominions. | 


The MORAL. 


Ambition has no Other Bounds then» what Providence has Preſcrib'd to it, 
for the Good of Mankind. Here ſhall thy Proud Waves Stay: And 
there muſt be No Paſſing Thoſe Limits. 


ESFLEAILIO N. 


PROVIDENCE has Aſlign'd Every Man his Poſt and Scation, and 
He that either Relinquiſhes his Own Nartural Right, or Invades Anothers, 
ſeldom fails of a Diſappointment in the Concluſion. Or however, in cale 
of the moſt Succeſsful Injuſtice, Oppreſſion,; and Ulurpation, there follows 
a Reſtleſs Anxiety in the keeping of what is Injuriouſly Gotren ; an Infati- 
able Thirſt after More and More ſtill, and Nothing but Shame and Con- 
fuſion in the End, when ke comes to Caſt up Profix and Lots art the Foot 


alt 
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of the Reck ning. This Ambitious Pike is but the Figure of ſome Perry 
Prince, that- ſets himlelf up to be Troubleſome, and to give Laws to a 
more Powerful Neighbour. The Dolphin Repreſents ſuch a Power that's 
more then's Match, and Beats him- Fome again. The Caſe of the Fiſhes 
in the Fable, is much the ſame with That of Xings and States in Common 
Prattice. And to carry the Allegory yer further ; As the Ocean, on the 
One hand, fo the Whole World, on the Other, is made the Fictd of Bat- 
tle. Now All This in the Moral, ſerves only to bid us Moderate our 
Deſires ; Keep our Aﬀettions within Bounds, and Live Concented wirk 
our Lor. 


— —— — 


FaR CCCXXXV. 
A Sheep picks a Quarel with a Shepherd. 


Sheep that was to be Shorn, took it very Ill of the Shep- 
A herd that he ſhould not latisfie hinaſelf with the Milk ſhe 
gave him, without Stripping her of her Wooll coo. The Shep» 
herd, upon This, without any more Words, took one of hec 
Lambs in a Rage, and pur it to Death, Well, ſays the Sheep, and 
now y'ave done Your Worſt I hope: No, ſays the Shepherd, 
when Thar's done I can Curt your Throat too, if I have a Mind 
to'r, and throw ye to the Dogs, or to the V VYolves at pleaſure. 
The Sheep laid not One VVord more, for fear of a Worle Miſs 


chiet to come: 


—_—— 


The MORAL. 


When People Will not Submit to Reaſon by Fair DMeans, they muſt Le Lrought 
tot by Foul. 


\ 


REFLEAITION. 


HE that is not Maſter of Himſclf, or in his Own Power, has no O- 
ther Game to play then to ſubmit himſelf Contentedly ro the Will of Ano- 
ther. Rs is {o far from ſetting him art Liberty, that it only ties 
the Knot the Harder. There muſt be no Muttering at Heaven for the 
Loſs of Fortune, Children, or whatever elſe can be Dear ro us ; for there 
are Greater Afﬀflictions in ſtore for Thole that ſhall Dare ro Pretcribe Rules 
and Mcaſures to the Divine Providence. Whercfore we thou!ld All {ot our 
Hearts at reſt, upon Thele Two Conſiderations, Firſt, that whatſoever 
comes from above, is for the Beſt, and 2/y. That there's No Contending 
with ir. The Pot muſt not chop Logick, and Expoſtulate with the Potzer : 
And 1o for a Sheep torell rhe Shepherd when he has Kill'd her Lamb, tar 
now he has done his Worſt ; "tis {ſuch Another kind of Defiance, as that of 
Job's Wife was, when the bad her Husband Curſe God and Die. We arc 
not the Carvers of our Own Fortunes, and This way of Proceeding is an 
Afﬀront to all the Dictates, Lights, and Durics of Religion, Nature ad 
Reaſon. 

F AB. 
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Fas CCCXXXVI. 
A Creaking wheel. 


Wagoner took Notice upon the Creaking of a Wheel, that 

it was the Worſt Wheel of the Four, that made the moſt 
Noile, and was Wond'ring at the Reaſon of it. Oh, ſays che 
Wagon, They that are Sickly are ever the moſt Piping and 
Troubleſome. 


The MORAL. 


'Tis with Creaking Wheels as tis with Courtiers, Phyficians, Lawyers (and 
with whom not *) They want Greazin. 


SEE SEALO NN. 


WHEN People are Crazy, and in Diſorder, 'tis but Natural for them 
ro Groan, and to Complain. This is a Far-Fetchd Alluſien, bur it 
mult ſerve for want of a Better. The Uncaſfineſs of a ſickly habit of Body, 
is ſome ſort of Excuſe for being Troublelome and Imporrune. 


Fas CCCXXXVIL. 
A Dan had a Mind to cry His Friends. 


Here was a Generous Rich Man that kept a Splendid and 

an Open Table, and Conſequently never Wanted Gueſts, 

This Perſon found All People came to him Promiſcuouſly, and 
a Curioſity took him in the Head to try, which of 'em were 
Friends, and which, only Trencher-Flies, and Spungers. So he 
rook an Occaſion One Day at a Full Table, to tell them of a 
Quarrel he had, and that he was juſt then a going to Demand 
Satisfa&tion. There muſt be ſo many to ſo many, and he made 
no doubt, but they'd ſtand by kim with their Swords in their 
Hands. They All Excus'd themlelves ſave only Two ; which 
Two he reckon'd upon as his Friends, and All the reſt no Better 
» then Hangers-on. 


MORA TL. 


He may Talk of Many Friends 3 but not One Man of a Thouſand will fland 
the Teſt. 


The 


FAE 
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REFLENIDO NN. 
THERES No Tryal of a True Friend, bur in caſes of Difficulty : 


as Lols, Trouble, or Danger ; for Thar's the "Lime of Diſtinguiſhing 
what a Man docs for My lake, and what for his Own, 

It is an Unhappy Thing that Princes and Grcat Men, who ſecm to 
have the lcalt need of Friends, ſhould in truth have the Greateſt, and yer 
ar the ſame time the Greareſt Difhculry of Know ing them roo, tor 
want of Occaſions to putthem to the Tryal. There is No Proof of Friend- 
ſhip like Frequent Experiment. Now Princes are above the want of Thoſe 
Common Offices that pals for Friendſhip berwixt Man an Man, as in Mat- 
rer of Money, Liberty, Protection, and the like. People do not Floek 
to Courts ſo much for their Maſters ſervice, as for the making of their 
Own Fortunes. How ſhall any Man diſtinguiſh now bertwixt a Paraſite; 
and a Man of Honour ; where they are All on the Receiving Hand, and 
where Hypocriſic, and Intereſt looks fo like Duty and Aﬀection ? He that 
well Conſiders the Practice of the World, will find the FiQtion of the Rich 
Man in This Fable to be infome Proportion the Common caſe of Man- 
kind. An Undiſtinguiſhable Facility ſhall never fail of Meeting with an 
Undiſtinguith able Infidelity : which is no Other — Judgment upon 
an Inconlidcrate Br >unty, "Tis the Benefactors Fare in fine, to be either 
Deſerted or Betray'd by thoſe that he has fed, -and with Aeon, to be 
Worry d by his Own Cars, He that keeps an Open Houle for All Comers, 
ſhould do well ro Canſider that there are Ozlios of Gueſts as well as of 
Diſhes, and that the Liberty of a Common Table is as Good as a Tacit 
Invitation to All forts of Intruders ; As Bufforn, Spyes, Tale-Bearers, Flat- 
terers, Fpicures, Indigents, &c. Now Thele are All but fo many Flies that 
Come and Go with the Meat. And whereas the Mythologi/t lays the 
Streſs upon This Point, That the Maſter of the Houſe could find bur 
[wo Friends in ſuch a Crowd of People, 'tis my Admiration on the Other 
hand rather, that he ſhould find ſo Mary, in the Licenſe of a Converſation 
that was made fo Scandalous by the Company. 


— On —_ _ ” — 
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F ab, CCCXXXVIIL. 


A For Praiſing Hares Fleſh. 


S a. Dog was Preſling hard upon the very Breech of a Fox, 
Up tarts a Hare. Pray Hold a Little, ſays the Fox, and 

take That Farethere while ſhe is ro be had : You never Taſted 

ſuch a Morlel fince you were Born ; But I am all oyer Tainted 

and Rotten, and a Mouthful of My Flefh would be enough to > 

Poylon ye. "The Dog immediately left the Fox; and took a - " 

Courle atthe Hare ; bur ſhe was too Nimble for him, it ſeems, 

and when he ſaw he could not Catch her, he very Diſcreezly 

let her go. The Hare had heard what pae'd ; and Meeting 

the Fox "wo or Three Days after, ſhe told him how yr 
ad 
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had ſerv'd her. Nay, ſays the Fox, it You take it fo Heavily 
that I ſpoke Well of ye, what would you have done it I had 
Spoken 11I ? 


The MORAL. 


A Defining Bck-Friend is the Worſt of Enemies. 


ESTLEALTO NN. 


THERE are {ome forts of Commendation, and ſome Calcs and Sex- 
{ons of Applying it, that are more Malicious, and Miſchicvous, then 

- the Worlt of Calummes. Heres a Fox at a Pinch; and what's His 
| Bus'ncls now, but to Stop the Dogs Mouth with a picce of Hares Fleſh, 

for thc Yaving of his Own Skin! A Fifs, lays he, 15 much Bcrrer Mecar 

then a Fox, and This Good Othce over the Laſt Shoulder, is the Civiliry 

chat he Values himlclt upon. He gives her his Good Word, (as wecall it) 

to the very End that the may be Eaten. How many Thouſanas of Theſe 

Foxes Complements do We meet with in Our Dayly Practice and Converla- 

tion. But a Crafty Knave 1s never withour ſomewhat or Other to ſay for 

Himſelf, and a Bad Excuſe is Better then None. The Foxes Civility, in 

finc, was Rogaery all over ; and his Praifing rac Hares-Fleſh to the Deg, 

Was Eftectuaily no more then a Letter of Recommendation to the Common 

Hanz-man. 


CE Como — — DE —— 


F ap. CCCXXXIA. 
A Plain Dozfe Wins the P213e. 


Here were a Great many Brave, Sightly Horſes with 

Rich Trappings that were brought our One day to the 

Courſe, and Only One Plam Nag in the Company that made 

ſport for All the reſt. Bur when they came art laſt to the Tryal, 

T his was the Horſe that ran the Whole Field our of Diſtance, 
and V Yon the Race. 


The MORAL. 


Our Senſes are No Competent Judges of the Excellencies of the Mind. 


ESTFSEXILON, 


H E that Judges by the Outſide, and Pronounces upon the Bare Ap* 
PCarance of Things, runs a great many Miſtakes m One ; for there's 
Temeriry, Folly, Pride, and 1Il Nature in't ; Efpecially where the Centure 
1s accompany'd with Mockery and Scorn. 'Tis lahumane, at the Beſt, to 
make Sport with one Another's Infirmitics ; which in Honour, and Chrn- 


tantty, we are bound to Cover. Bur it is Pleaſant enough then, abs 
ple 
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ple will be putting themielves upon a Tryal of skill, ro ſce a Bantering Pre- 
render made an Als of by the very Man thar He Himlelf has Mark'd our 
for a Coxcomb: which is no Other, in Plain Eng/;fh, then a Fair Appeal to the 
Company, whieh is the Arranter Fool of the Two. In One Word, there's 
Nothing lays a Man more Open, then Laughing, our of Meaſure, and out 
of Sealon. To Inſtance in a Cavalier of My Acquaintance that was up to 
the Ears 1n Love witha very Fine Lady, that wanted neither Air, Shape, 
Dreſs, Quality, nor any Other of Thoſe Charming Circumſtances to 
Recommend her to any:Honeſt Man to Play the Fool withal. Hehad his 
Miſtreſs to a Comedy once, where; ſhe was wonderfully pleas'd, but had, 
the 11] Hap to Laugh (till inthe Wrong Place : The Poor Man Obſerv'd it, 
and his Fancy fell to Sick upon'r, thar the Fir went off immediately, and 
he was his own Man for ever after.. This comes of Judging by the Eye 
without Contulring the Realon of the Matter ; and of ſetting our Hearts 
upon the Shape, Colour, and External Beauty of Things, without any 
Regard to the Internal Excellence and Virtue of them. The Plam Naz here 
was like to have been Laugh'd our of the Field, as-well as out of Countc- 
nance, till he came upon the Tryal to Prove Thoſe to be Fades Themſelves 
that made Sport with him. 


Fas CCCXL. 
A Country-man an: a Kid. 


Conntry-man that was Hamperd in a Law-Sut, had a 
near Friend and Kinſman, ic ſeems, that was & Lawyer, and 
ro Him he went again and again, for Advice upon the Point ; 
but he was Still ſo Buſie, and Buhe, that he muſt come Another 
Time. The Poor Fellow took a Delicate Far Kid with bim, 
Next Bour, and the Lawyers Clark, upon hearing the Voice 
of it atthe Door ; let the Man in, and carry'd him to his Ma- 
ſter, where he laid Open his Cale, Took his Opinion ; made 
Two Legs, One to the Counſel for Receiving of him ; T'other 
to the Kid for Introducing him, and fo went his V Vay. 


The MORAL. 


Moxey is a Paſſe-par-Tour. 
REFLEAITO Ne 


"TIS with Money as 'tis with Majeſty; All Other Powers and Authori- 
tics Ceaſe while Tharc's in Place. *Tis That which makes the Pot Boy! (as the 
Proverb ſays) thovgh the Devil Piſs in the Fire. Fathers, Mothers, Bro- 
thers, Siſters, Relations, Friendſhips, are but Empry Names of Things, 
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and Words Batter No Parſnips. *Tis Intereſt thar Governs the World ; 
and the Rulcrs of it ; Ecclcſiaſtical, as well as Civil ; for it Works in All 
Degrees and Qualitics of Men ; and we have learnt by Experience, that the 
Pulpit may be niadeto have a Feeling in the Calc as well as the Bar. Money, 
in ho is an Univerſal Paſport, and All Doors Fly Open rot. It Anſwers 
All ObicCtions, Reſolves AH Scruples, - and turns up what Religion 7 rump, 
it plates. In One Word, Quid Dabitis & Tradam 2 may be the Motto 
of Corrupt Nature. This Fable was Excellemly well Moralize by a 
Famous Councel of our Times. One gave him a Fee of Forty Broad 
Picces : He took'em, and Counted 'em (as a Man may Count Money after his 
Father they ſay) Well,fays he, Here are Forty Pieces, Pugnabo FORTITER 
Make them Tex more and Pugnabo FIF TITER, In forma Pauperis is no 
good Lawyers Latin. Kin'red are no Wellcome Clients, where the Near- 
nels of the Relation gives them a kind of Title ' to haye Advice Gratis, 
but where the Confin cannot Prevail, the Xid mult. 


—— 


Fas CCCXLI. 
A Weak Poung Wan and a 9olfe. 


A Creepimg Toung Fellow that had Committed Matrimony with 
A. a Brisk Gameſome Laſs, was ſo Alter'd upon't in a Few 
Days, that he was liker a Sceleton then a Living Man. He was 
Basking himlelf One time in the Gleam of the Sun, and ſome 


Huatimen pals'd by him upon the Chace of a Wolfe that led 'em 
That V Vay. VVhy how comes it (lays he) that you don't 
Catch That Wolfe * They told him that he was roo Nimble for 


'em. VVell (fays he) If My VVife had the Ordering of him 
{he'd Spoil his Footmanſhip. 


The MORAL. 
Marriage they ſay Breeds Cares aud Cuckolds. 


RETCLEATON. 


FLESH and Bloud is bur Flethand Bloud ; and the Indulging of Inor- 
dinate Appetites is the Ruine of Body, Soul, and Eſtate. This Fellow 
ſhould have Conſulred rhe Circumſtances of his Conſtitution, before he 
made That Deſperate Leap ; for when a Man is Plung'd into an Irrevocable 
State of Miſery, he has but a Cold bus'neſs on't ro Comfort himſelf with 
aJeſt. And 'twas but a Meaſuring Caſt at Laſt neither, whether he meant 


his Wife ſhould have to do with the Wolfe, in One Senſe, or the Wolfe with 
his Wife in Another. 


FAB. 
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Far CCCXLUL 
A Lad Robbing an Ozthard. 


N Old Fellow took a Boy Robbing his Urchard. Sirrah;, 
(ſays he) come down the Tree, and don't Steal my 
Apples. The Lad never Minded hin, but werit on wich his 
Work. Well (lays the Maſter of the Grounds) they (ay there 
are Charms in Herbs, as well as in Words, and fo he threw 2 
Handful of Grals at him, which was ſo Ridiculous, that the 
Young Thief took the Old Man to be Mop'd. Bur in Cons 
cluſion, if Neither Words, nor Herbs will do, ſays he, Flt 
try what may be done with Stones ; for they fay there's Vertue 
in Them too ; And that VVay he did his V Vork, 


The MORAL. 


Thoſe that will not be Reclaim'd by Inflruttion, muſt be broaght to a Seaſe of 
their Duty by Feeling, | 


REFLEXION. 


A Wiſe Man, in All Controverſies, will try what may be done by Fair 
Means before he comes to Foul : And where the One fails, the Other will 
Certainly do the Work. The Fear of Hell does a great deal toward the 
Keeping of us in our way to Heaven ; and if it were not for the Pc- 
nalry, che Laws neither of God, nor of Man, would be Obey'd. There 
would have been a Charm in Wood as welt 'as ia Stones, if the Little 
Thief had but been ſoundly Drubb'd with a Good Honeſt Cudgel : For 
where Conſcience and Argument will do no Good, Puniſhment muſt : 
But as it isthe Sureſt, ſo the Good Man here made ir the Laſt Remedy; 


Fas CCCKXLII. 


A Nightingale and a Yawh. 


S a Nightingde was Singing in a Buſh, down comes 4 
Raſcally Kite of a Sparrow- Hawk, and Whips her off che 
Bough : The Poor Wretch Pleaded for her {elf, -char alas ! her 
Lictle Carcaſs was not worth the While, and that there were 
Bigger Birds enough to be found. Well, ſays the Hawk, but 
am I ſo Mad d'ye think, asto Part with a Little Bird thac I have, 
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for a Great One that I have Net? Why then, ſays ſhe, Il 
give ye a Delicate Song for my Life : No, no, lays the Hawk, 
| want for my Belly, not for my Ears. 


TE! MORAL. 


A Rirll in the Il.mi is Worth Two in the Buſt. 
REFLEXH1O N. 


THIS Fable carrics Three Morals. 1//. That we arc not to Part with 
a Certainry for ati Uncertainty. 24/y, That Men of Appetite are nor 
Mov'd by any Conſideration of Vertue. 34/y, Thar Things of Uſe and 
Neceſlity, are to 'be preferrd before Matters meerly of Delight and 
Plealurc. | 

The Niehtingale in the Foot of the Fawk, 1s the Cate of many an In- 
nocent Creature in the Hands of Juſtice, when the very Equity of the 
Law Bends under the Weight of an Over-ruling Rigour. The Belly has 
no Ears, and fo there's no Charming of it. Arguments againſt Power, 
are but Wind, when Reaſon draws One way, and Appetite Another. 
There's no Moving of any Creature contrary to the Natureof it. Zang 
'em All up (ſays a Plealant Droll, upon Yemrers Rifing) they are not Worth 
the Begging. "Tis a piece of Statc-Policy ſometimes, to let the Poor and 
the Fricendleſs go to Pot; Nay, and to reckon the Execution of them a- 
mong the Triumphs of Juſtice roo. There 1s This further in't beſides; 
that the Urtermoſt Severity upon Thoſe that have not wherc-withal to 
Bid for their Lives, railes the Price of the Market upon Thoſe that Have; 
and Enhances the Value of the Deliverance, or, in Plain Fxz/ifh, of the 
Pardon. The Poor Nizhtingale had Nothing to give that the Z{awk car'd 
for, and ſo ſhe Dy'd, in truth, becauſe ſhe was not worth nhe Begging. 


Far CCCXLIV. 


A Lyon and a Yog. 


Lyon that found it Extreme Irkſome to Live Alone, gave 

the Beaſts of the Foreſt ro Underſtand, that he was Re- 
folv'd to make Choice of Some or Other of his Subjects for a 
Friend, and Companion. There was a Mighty Bufle, who ſhould 
be the Favourite, and to the V Vonder of All the reft, the Lyon 
Pitch'd upona Hog ; for, (ſays the Lyon, he'is True and Faith- 
tul ro his Friend, '-and will ſtand by him in All Times, and 
Hazzards. 
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The MORAL. 


A True Friend can ne're fail of being a Loyal Subjeft : And That's the Man 
that a Brave Prince will make Chorce of for a Particular Favourite. 


REFLEXION. 


SOLITUDE is againſt Nature, but Ill Company is Worſe then 
None. So that Life is not Life without the Bleſſing of a Friendly and an 
Edifying Converſation. The Difficulty only reſts in che Choice; wherein 
the Lyon here has taken his Right Meaſures : Thar is to (ay, he has made 
a Truc Judgment of the Matrer : For he only Delerves the Character of 
a Friend, that's Proof againſt All 7ryals and 7emptations, cither of Profir, 
or of Loſs. 


F a8. CCCXLYV. 


A Gnat and a Bee. 


Gnat that was Half Starv'd with Cold and Hunger, 

went out one Froſty Morning to a Bee-Hive, to beg a 
Charity ; and offer'd to Teach Muſick in the Bees Family, for 
her Dyet and Lodging, The Bee very Civilly deſtc'd ro be 
Excus'd ; for, ſays ſhe, | bring up all my Children ro my Own 
Trade, that they may be able to get their Living Anorher Day 
by their Induſtry. | 


The MORAL. 


Lazy Beggars that Can Work, and Will mot, have ſcarce a Right to a Com- 
mon Charity : And This Miſery befalls them for want of an Induſt rious 
Education. | 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS a Neceſlary piece of Providence, in the Inſtitution of our Chil- 
dren, to Train them up to ſomewhat in their Youth, that may Honeſtly 
Maintain them in their Age. If the Bee had taken the Neceſlities of the 
Gnat into her Conſideration, as ſhe did the Profeſſion, ſhe would have 
thought her ſelf bound in Tenderneſs and Good Nature, according to 
the Moral of the Fable, to have Contributed to her Relief : But the Streſs 
is rather to be laid upon a Preference of an Education of Induſtry, to 
That of Pleature, and to ſhew, that we are in the Firſt Place to Conſult 
the Neceſlitics of Life, rather then Matters of Ornament and Delight. 


F A B. 


SE 


EIT ES en EI 
——_—  — AY — ———  — 


Abſlemiuss FABLES © 


— © —— — — —— — oo IAAARS —O OO OOO OI. OO ——— 


Tas QOCCXLYL. 


A Lyon, Aſs and Pare. 


Pon the Breaking out of a War betwixt che Birds and 
'O! the Beaſts, the Lyon Summon'd All his Subjefts from 
Sixteen to Sixty, to appear in Arms, at ſuch a Certain Time, 
and Place, upea pain of his High Dilpleaſure ; and there were 
a World of Aſſes and Haves at the Rendezvoux among the reſt, 
Several of the Commanders were for turning 'em off, and Dif- 
charging 'em, as Creatures utterly Unft for Service. Do not 
Miſtake your ſeli (lays the Lyon.) The Aſſes will do very well 
tor Trumpeters, and the Hares will make Excellent Letter-Carriers, 


The MORAL. 


Col and Nat: OW Tt Nothins in Vain, There is Ng Member of a Poli- 
tical Body f9 Mean, and ſnconſideratle, but it may be Uſeful to the 
jt uliy 'f Ii fone Station or Other. 


ESE SSEALO NN. 


THERE Nothing ſo Great as not to ſtand in Need of many things, 
in Common Appearance, the moſt Contemprible: And there is Nothing 
avain ſo Defpicable ; bur that at ſome Time, or in ſome Caſe or other, it 
may be of Ulc and Service ro us. Tis True, That one Thing is 
Teſerible ro another, in lome Sort, or in forme Reſpet ; bur it is True 
withal, that every Dilſlinet Being has ſomewhat Peculiar to it (elf, romake 
Good 1n one Circumſtance what it Wants in Another. Ir is the Ignorance 
of the Nature of Things, that makes us Deſpile, even the Meaneſt of 
Creatures. All Things are Created Good intheir ſeveral Kinds, as All 
things teverally are Subſervient, in ſome Degree or other, to the Beauty, 
the Order, per the Well-being of the Whole. Thar which we find in the 
Courlt of Nature, holds likewiſe in Government, where the Loweſt has 
> Poll Allotted it as well as the. Higheſt. All Created Beings, in fine, 
are the Works of Providence and Nature; that never did any thing in 
\"ain. Aad the Moral of This Parable of the Lyon, the Aſs, and the 
[{are, runs through the Univerſe ; for there are Hfares, Lyons, and Aﬀes, 
ia Kingdoms, and Commonwealths, as well as in Fields and in Foreſts: 
\n.! the Drift ef This Figure |:olds goort in All the Parts of rhe Creation, 
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FaBR CCCXLVII. 


Pigeons Reconcile the Dawhks. 


Here Happen'd a Bloudy Civil War once among the 
Hawks, and what did the Poor, Peaceable, Innocent Pi- 
geons, but in Pure Pity, and Good Nature, fend their Deputies 
and Mediators to do the Beſt they could ro make 'em Friends 
again, fo long as This Feud Laſted ; they were ſo Intent upon 
Killing one another, that they Minded nothing elle ; but no 
ſooner was the Quarrel taken up amiong Themlclves, then they 
fell ro their Old ſport again of Deſtroying the Pigeons, This 
brought them to a Sight of their Error, and to Underſtartd the 
Danger of Uniting a Common Enemy to their Own Ruine. 


The MORAL. 


Good Men are never Safe bat when Wicked Men are at Or/ds. So that the 
Divifons of the One are the Security of the Other. 


REFLLEXATON 


'TIS a Hard Matter in This Cale to Reconcile Policy, and Good N4- 
ture; or to bring a Plain-dealing Innocence into a Conſiſtency with Ne- 
ceſſary Prudence ; For Singlencls of Mind paſles in the World for want of 
Brains, and where Knavery 1s in Credit, Honeſty is ſure to be a Drug: 
But Every Man muſt ſtand or fall ro his Own Conſcicnee, and fo Divide 
the Mater as neither ro Offend Chriſtian Chariry, nor Civil Diſcretion. 
The Blefling that is Pronounc'd upon the Peace-Makers does not Extend 
to Thoſe Caſes, where the Effet of the Peace ſhall be the Ruine of the 
Reconcilers. 'T1s Dangerous Parting a Fray, whether it. be Jeſt or Ear- 
neſt ; tor there are Sham Quarrels as well as Bloody Ones :; In the One, 
a Man runs the riſque of his Hat, or his Cloak ; In the Other, of his 
Life, We have hv'd to ice This Fable remarkably Moraliz'd among 
our ſelyes upon the like Occaſion ;- for {till as the Common-Enemy were 
at Variance, we had a fort of Peace-making | Pigeons that would needs 
be Reconciling them, though the Only Security they had under the Sun 
was Thcir Diviſions. | 
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Fas, CCCXLVIII. 
A Woman that brought Fire into the Pourſe. 


*HE Queſtion was put to an Honeſt Man Newly 
Marry'd, What might be the Meaning of his New 
Brides bringing a Torch out of her Fathers Houle into her Hu: 
bands, Why This, ſays he; I have Eas'd my Father-in-Law of 
a Firebrand to ſet my Own Houle in a Flame. 


The MORAL. 


A Contentionus Woman puts all into a Flame, wherever ſhe comes, 


EEFLEXLON, 


THIS Torch may be an Alluſion either to Strife, and Contention, or 
to the Profufron and Conſumption of the f{usbands Eſtate. Tis to be hop'd 
that there arc Shrews, and Waſteful Women enow in the World, to An- 
{wer This Moral Both Ways. 


Fas CCCXLIX. 
A Cozrupt Officer. 


Certain Governor of a Province that had a long time 
Pill'd, and Oppreſled the People under his Charge was 
call'd ro Account in the Concluſion for the Receiving of Bribes ; 
and ſentenc'd to Refund what he had Wrongfully Taken. He 
came as Unwillingly to rhe Point, as a Bear to the Stake, 
which gave Occaſion to ſomebodies laying, that it was with 
This Man and his Money, as it is with Women, and their 
Children. He was well enough pleas'd in the Getting of it; 
bur it went to the very Heart of him when he Parted with 
K, 


[ The MORAL. 


Great Officers are but like Spunges; they Suck till they are Full, and when 
they come once to be Squez'd, the very Hearts Blood of them comes away 
with their Money. 
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REFTALEALO N, 


LF Men could bur Separate the Profit, and the Pleaſure of their Sins, 
from the Sin it {eH, and keep the Former, when they Renounce the O- 
ther, what a Number of Pemrents ſhould we have in This Wicked World ! 
Bur the Doctrine of Satisfaftion and Reſtirution lies ſo Curſedly hard 
upon the Gizzards of our Publicans, that the Blood in their Veins 
1s not Half fo Dear to cm as the Treaſure they have in their Coffers. 
The Man and the Money arc in This Caſe as good as Incorporated, and 
Finiag him is hitte lets then Flaying him : Bur Juſtice however finds him 
Our : And This, in Few Words is the Sum of the Moral. Avarice is as 
hard to Part with any thing, as it was Eager ta Get it. When a Man 
is once in Potk(hon of an I! Gorten Eftare Pe Fa#o, he never 
Trouble his Head with the De Jure of the Queſtion; but looks u 
on the Propricty of what he has Gotten by Rapine, to be Transferr'd 
to him by Providence : The Money in thort had Chang'd the Maſter, 


and he'd rathcr part with an Eye our of his Hcad, then witha Penny aut 
of his Coffers. 
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F Ad CEL. 


An Old Man that was willing co put off DeatH. 


bad him come along with him. The Man Excusd 
himſelf, that T'other World was a Great Journy to take upon 
ſo ſhort a Warning, and begg'd a Little time only to make his 
Will before he Dy'd, Why (lays Death) You have had 
Warning enough One would think, to have made Ready before 
This. Intruth, ſays the Old Man, This is the Firſt Time that 
ever I ſaw ye in my whole Life. That's Falle, ſays Death ; for 
you have had Daily Examples of Mortality before Your 
Eyes, in People of All Sorts, Ages, and Degrees; And is not 
the Frequent Spectacle of Other Peoples Deaths, a Mements 
ſufficient ro make You think of Your Own? Your Dim and 
Hollow Eyes methinks, the Loſs of your Hearing, and the 
Faltering of the reſt of your Senſes, ſhould Mind ye, wichour 
more ado, that Death has laid hold of ye already: And is 
This a time of day d'ye think to ſtand Shuffling it oft fill > Yout 
Peremptory Hour, I tell ye, is now come, and there's No 
Thought of a Reprieve inthe Cale of Fate. 


Te The 


Here goes a Story that Death call'd upon an Old Man, and 


Inp> 
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MORAL. 


The 


Want of Warning is No Excuſe in the Caſe of Death : For Every Moment 
of our Lives, either Is, or Ought to be a Time of Preparation for t. 


REFLEXION. 


'TIS the Great Bus'neſs of Life to fit our ſelves for our End ; and no 
Man can Live Well that has not Death always in his Eye. 

"Tis a Strange Mixture of Madneſs and Folly in One Solecilm, for Peo- 
ple to Say or Imagine that ever any Man was Taken out of This World 
without time to Prepare himſelf for Death : But the Delay of Fitting our 
ſelves is our Own Fault, and we turn the very Sin into an Excuſe: Every 
Breath we draw is not only a Step towards Death, but a Part of it, It 
was Born with us, It goes along with us: It is the Only Conſtant Com- 
panion that we have in This World, and yet we never think of it any more 
then if we knew Nothing on't. The Text is True to the very Letter, that 
we Die Daily, and yer we Feel it not. Every thing under the Sun reads a 
LeCture of Mortality to us. Our Neighbours, our F riends, our Relations, 
that fall Every where round about us, Admoniſh us of our Laſt Hour ; and 
yer here's an Old Man onthe Wrong-ſide of Fourlcore perhaps, Complain- 
ing that he is furpriz'd. 


Ps 


Than UDOCLI. 


A Wiſer and his Bags. 


Covetous Rich Churle finding himſelf at the Point of Death, 

A caus'd his Coffers to be brought up, and his Bags laid be- 

' tore him... You and 1, ſays he, muſt Part, and I would willingly 

Bequeath ye to Thoſe that will take moſt Delight in ye. Why 

taen lay the Bags, you muſt devide us berwixt your Heirs, and 

the Devils, Your Heirs will have Drink and Whores for your 

Money, and the Devils will be as well pleas'd on the Other 
nand, that they are to have your Soul for'c. 


The MORAL. 


[he Money of a Miſer is the Laſt Tricnd he taker bis leave of i: 
This Werld. 
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REFLEASTYD 


'TIS a Great deal of Pains that ſome People rake to give Others 
Satisfaftion, and to Torment Themſelves. Bur This Verifies the Old 
Proverb, Fappy is the Son, whoſe Father goes to the Devil ; for Ill Gotten 
Goods and Eitates are commonly Squander'd away w ich as Little Con- 
ſcience as they were Rak'd rogether. There goes a Canker along witli 
them, when over and above the Iniquity of the Extortion and Oppreſlion, 
the Bloud of (© many Widows and Orphans cries to Heaven for Ven- 
geance. Now a Le(s Generous Chuff' then This in the Fable, would have 
Hugg'd his Bags to the Laſt, and have Envy'd Thar" Satisfact;on to his 
Heirs, which he Himfelf could Enjoy no longer. Bur ir was his Care to 
Tranſmit to his Poſterity a Curie with his Money, and to Bequearh rhem 
the Sin in the Inordinate Love of Riches, rogether with his Trealvre, 
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F as CCCLIL 


: Induſtry and Sloth; 


(Y*; was asking a Lazy Young Fellow what made him lye 
in Bed fo long 2 Why (ſays he,) I am hearing of Cauſes 
every Morning ; that is to fay,I have Two Laſles at my Bed-lide 
ſo ſoon as ever I wake; Their Names are Induſtry and Shah ; 
One bids me get up ; other bids me lye ſtill; and fo they give 
me Twenty Reaſons why 1 ſhould Riſe, and why I ſhould 
not; 'Tis the part in the mean time of a Juſt Judge to hear 
what can be faid on Both ſides ; and before the Cauſe is over, 


tis time to go to dinner. 


The MoRal 


We ſpend owr Days in Deliberating what to do, and we end them without 
coming to any Reſolution. 


REFLEXION. 


T 1415s Fable does naturally enough ſet forth an Expoſtulation betwixt 
Reaſon and Appetite, and the Danger of running out our Lives in Dila- 
tory Deliberations, when we ſhould rathex be Up and Doing. In all 


theſe Caſes, 'tis odds that the Paradox carries it againſt the true Reaſons 


of the Thing 3 for we are as Partial to our Corruptions, as if our Under- 
ſtanding were of Councel for our Frailties, and manage Diſputes of this 
kind, as if we had a Mind to be overcome. The Stzggerd's Caſe in this 
Fable is the Caſe of Mankind in all the Duties of a Virtuous and a Wal 
Govern'd Lite, where Judgment and Conſcience calls us one Way, and 
our Luſts hurry us another, We ſpend All our Days upon Frivolous Pre- 
liminaries, without ever coming to a Reſolution upon the Main Points 
of our Buſineſs. We wil, and we will not, and theft we will ot again, 
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The FABLES of Poggius. 


we will, At this rate we run our Lives out in Adjournments trom 
Time to Time, out of a Fantaſtical Levity that holds us off and on, be. 
twixt Hawk and Buzzard, as we ſay; to keep us from bringing the Matter 
in queſtion to a Final Iflue. And yet we know well enough what we ought 
to do, and what not, if we would but take the Light of Reaſonable Na. 
ture for our Guide, and hearken to the'Councellor that every Man cax- 
ries in his own Breaſt. But Men in the General, are either too Lazy to 
Search out the Truth, or too Partial, in favour of a Senſual Apperite,- to 
take notice of it when they have found it. They had rather be Taſting 
the Eaſe and the Pleaſures of Life, than Reforming the Errors and the 
Vices of it. Does not the Voluptuary underſtand in all the Liberties 
of a Looſe and a Lewd Converſation , that he runs the riſque both of 
Body and Soul oni the one Hand, and Oppoſes all the Bleſlings that At- 
tend the Duries of Virtue and Sobriety on the other 2 Does not the Am- 
bitious, the Envious, and the Revengeful Man know very well, that the 
Fhirſt of Blood, and the Afﬀettation of Dominion by Violence and Op- 
preſtion, is a moſt Diabolical Outrage upon the Laws of God and Na- 
ture, and upon the common Well-being of Mankind ? But theſe People 
are Hearing Cauſes too , with our Slug-a bed-1n the Apologe ; that is to 
ſay, Deliberating betwixt Paſſion and Conſcience, till in the End , they 
are called away, whether to Dinner or to Death, it makes no Matter, 
for the Moral is till the ſame. 


— 


F a ns CCCLIIE 
A Cock and a For. 


Fox ſpyd a Cock at Rooſt with his Hens about him. 
Why how now my Friend, favs Reynard, What make 
you upon a Tree there ? Your Buſineſs lyes upon the Terra Fir- 
ma, and a Cock in the Ltr 15 out of his Element Methinks. Burt 
you don't hear the News perhaps, and it 1s certainly crue: 
there's a genera] Peace concluded among all Living Creatures, 
and not One of them to preſume upon pain of Life and Lunb, 
Directly or IndireEtly , to Hurt another. The Bleſledeſt Tr 
dings in the World fays the Cock; and at the fame time he 
ſtretches out his Neck, as if he were looking at ſomewhat # 
Great way oft. What are you Peering at ? fays the Fox. No- 
thing ſays tother, but a Couple of Great Dogs yonder that are 
coming this Way, Open-Mouth , as hard as they can drive. 
Why then ſays Reynard, 1 fancy I'd cen beſt be Jogging. No, 
No, ſays the Cock, the General Peace will Secure you : Ay 
quoth the Fox fo it will ; but if theſe Roguy Currs ſhould not 
have heard of the Proclamation, my Coat may come to be 

Pink'd yet for all that. And fo away he Scamper'd. fl 
ic 
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The MoraLl. 


In all the Liberties of Sharping and Tricking One upon Another , there muſt 
ſtill a Regard be had to the Puntillos of Honour and Juſtice, 


REFLEXION. 


THr1s is totell us, that in ſome Caſes one Nail muſt be Driven out 
with another ; and rhe Deceiving of the Deceiver doubles the Pleaſure. 
Tis a Hard Matter to make a Falſe Van and a Falſe Tale contift with 
themſelves, and when they come to Interfere, the Reaſon and the Ar- 
gument of the Caſe returns upon the Head of the Impoſtor : So that it 
requires Great Care and Skill for a Man that has a Dark and a Double 
Deſign upon Another, to keep Clear of Claſhing with his own Realonings. 
Wherefore Parafites and Lyers had need of Good Memories. A Gene- 
ral Peace would have Secured the Fox as well as the Cock: But if the 
Fox would not ſtand the Dogs, the Cock had no Reaſon to Venture him- 
ſelf with the Fox. All People that are Perfidious, either in their Con- 
verſation, or in their Kind, are Naturally to be Suſpected in Reports that 
favour their Own Tatereſt 5 and when they can make nothing elle owt, 
they find it the Beſt of rheir Play to put it off with: a Jeſt, 

"Tis a common Thing for Captious People, and Double-Deaters, to be 
taken in their Own Snares 3 as for the Purpoſe in the Matter of Power, 
Policy, the Fundamentals, and the Maxims of Government, &+c. How 
many are there that Limit Sovereignty in One Caſe to ſtrain it in An- 
other, and ſo Handle the ſame Queſtion Pro and Cor, at the ſame Time? 
Government is to be Bounded whenit may ſerve One Turn, and Abſolute 
when it may ſerve Another. Inſomuch that for want of Preſence of 
Thought, Men affirm what they Deny, and Deny what they Aftirm, and 
run Counter to Themſelves. If Sovereign Power cannot Diſpenſe, 'tis 
Ty'd up they cry; and if it may be Tyd up, tis no longer Sovereign 
Power 3 for that which Tyes it ap, is Above it. Art this Rate, One Do- 
&rin Interteres with Another, and the very Foundations of Reaſon and 
Government ſink at laſt into a Paradox. When the Fox brings. Ty- 
dings of a Peace, and Preaches upon the Subjet to the Poultry, Beware 
the Geeſe. Your Foxes Acts of Amneſty are no Other than the Old 
Stale Poliiicks I know not how many Years ago. They Pardon 
all in Generals, in the Beginnings thoſe that ought to be Hanged, mm 
the Middle; and not one Honeſt Man in the Concluſion. $o that 'tis 
Ten to One the G2ck was Excepted in the Proclamation 3 and that though 
the Dogs were not allowed ſo much as to lick their Lips at a Fox up- 
on their Uttermolt Peril, Reynard had gotten a Proviſo & Himſelf yet 
to carry on his O11 Trade among the Lambs and the Poultry ſtill. This is the 
Method of all Popular Shams, when the Multitude are to be led by the 
Noſes into a Fool's Paradiſe. The State-Foxes tell 'em what Golden- 
Days are now a coming, When Every Man ſhall fit under his ow Vine, 

aud Eat the Fruit of his own Fig-Tree : How Trade and Religion ſhall 
Flouriſh and the People in ſhort keep Holy-day all the Year long. Theſe 
are Fine Words, but the Foxes Bufineſs upon the Upſhot, is only the 
Cramming his own Gut, without any reſpe& to the Pablick. 


U u 2 Fas 


The FABLES of Poggius. 


F a s CCCLIV. 
A Tayloz and his Wife. 


Here happen'd a Grievous Quarrel once betwixt a Taylor 

and his Wife. The Woman in Contempt of his Trade, 

called her Husband Prick/ouſe ; he gave her a Box othe Far 
fort, which ſerv'd only to make her more Outragious. When 
this would do no good, he ſet her up to the Chin in a Horſe. 
Pond ; but fo long as her Tongue was at Liberty , there was 
not a Word to be got from her but the fame Nick-Name in 
Deriſion over and over again. Well (fays he tohumſelf,) theres 
no way I perceive to Quiet this Woman but by ſtopping of 
her Mouth, and ſo he had her Duck'd next bout over Head and 
Ears. When ſhe was under Water, and could call him Prick 
louſe no longer with her Lips, ſhe held up her Hands over her 
Head, and did it with her Thumbs by the Knicking of her 
Nails ; and when he ſaw that once; he was cen'glad to gue 
her over. 


The Moral 


The laſt Tivo Things that dye in an Impetuous Woman, are her Tongue 
and ber Stomach, when ſhe cannot have her Will. 


RELEXION. 


'T rs the Fortune of many an Honeſt Harmleſs Man, to have this Fable 
Moralliz'd to him ander his own Roof; tut the Better any thing is in 
it's PerfeQtion, the Worſe is the Corruption of it; as there is nothing 
more Fetid than a Rotten Egg. "Tis the lame thing betwixt a Temperate 
and an Impetuons Woman. Tempeſts and Sca-Breaches are nothing to 
her. There's no Place for Reaſoning with her, neither is there any 
thought of Curing her Will, by Applying to her Body. But now for the 
Honour, and (in ſome fort) the Comfort of that Fair Sex, they do not 
ſutier alone under the Scandal of this Figure ; for Men have their Vio- 
lent Paſtons and Tranſports as well as Women, and Paſſions much more 
Dangerous too than the other. The Taylor's Wife was only a Good Hearty 
Shrew, under the Impotency of an Unruly Waſpiſh Humour ; She wouls 
have her Will, ay marry would ſhe , and that was all the Harm in't. But 
'tis another manner of Buſineſs when Men come once to be Tranſported 
out of the Government of Themſelves, and beyond the Utfe of their 
Reaſon. Their Violences are Mortal and Outrageous, even to the Ruin 
of Kingdoms, Common-Wealths, Families, Perfons, &c. and like a Tor- 
rent, they bear down all before them, Friends, Relations, the common 
Principles of Religion and Nature, or whatever elſe ſtands in their 


Way. Nay, they make it a point of Honour to be Firm to their Wicked- 
nels, 


be 
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neſs, and with the O!d Covenant in their Mouths to Live and Dye Impe- 
witent. They'll do all the Miſchief in fine that they can, and when they 
-an do no more, they]! be Troubled at it, and call Prick-louſe with their 
Thumbs (al, when they can do't no longer with their Tongues. 


F as. CCCLY: 
,, A Woman Drown'd. 


N Unfortunate Woman happen'd to be Drownd, and her 
Poor Husband was mightily in Pain to find out the 
Body ; ſo away he goes along: che Bank up the Courſe of the 
River, asking all he mer till, if chey could tell him any*Ty- 
dings of the Body of tis Dear Wife, that was overturn'd in a 
Boat at ſuch a Place Below. Why, it you'd find your Wife, 
raey cry'd, You muſt look for her down the Stream. No, Nog 
lays the Man, my Wives Will carried her againſt Wind and 
Tide all che Days of her Life ; and now ſhe's Dead, which 
way foever the Current rufs, ſhel be ſure to be againſt ir. 


The Moral. 
The Spirit of ContradiTion in a Croſs Grain'd Woman is Incurable. 


REFLEXION. 


T +#1s falls hard upon the deſperate Obſtinacy of ſome Women 3 
and the Freak of the Conceit does not yet derogate'from the uſefulneſs 
of the Fable. The Analogy is Pleaſant and Pertinent enough , betwixt 
a Living C-oflneſs of Humour , and Oppoſition to the ordinary Courſe 
and Reaſon ot Things, and the Fancy of -a Dead Body ſwimming a- 
painſt the Strezm. And the Licenſe of Couching the Matter under that 
Figure, and of Wording it after that Manner , carries no Offence with 
It, ether to Congruity, or Good Manners. Beſide, that the very Turn 
and Point of the Illuſtration fet's a Mark upon't to be Remember'd by : 
So that the Moral ſticks by us, and takes a Deeper Root, when we can 
call it tro Vind afterward by ſuch or ſuch a Token. 

There are ſome People that Value themſelves upon being a kind of 
Antip» 1es to all Mankind, and in making other Mens Rules their Excep- 
tions: Yppolition and Contradittion is their Stady and Delight. Now 
there's much Pride and Vanity in ſetting up for the Ring-leader of a 
Perver' ”radctice, as in the Aﬀettation of being the Firſt Broacher of 


an He Opinion. Hence it comes that Halt the Wit of the World 
is F'y '0n Paradox ; and that which we call Good Humour, is in 
Truth | + of Slight of Hand in Diſcourſe, or a Faculty of making 
Truths 1 .- Appearances, or Appearances hke Truth» Now this 


Gitt of Ho: Focr/-ng , and of Diſguiling Matters, 1s {0 Surpriting and 
Agreeable 
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Agrecable on the one hand, that 1t muſt of Neceſſity be a very ſtrong 
Temptation to the Quitting of the Beaten Road on the other. Man- 
kind was all caſt in the ſame Mould, made liable to the lame AtteQtions, 
Enlightened with the ſame Principles, and we have all of us the (ame 
Rule to Walk by 3 the ſame Duties incumbent upon us in this World, 
and the ſame Pretenſions to our Part in the next ; inſomuch that who- 
ever affe&s a Fantaſtical Singularity of Crofinels to all his Fellows, he 
puts himſelf in ſome degree out of the Pale of a common Providence 
and Proteftion : Beſide, that the Evil is as incurable in the Man to 
whom it is become Habitual , as it was with the Womar here in the 


Fable. 


F a» CCCLVI. 
A WBilhop and a Curate. 


Certain Country Curate had a Dog that he had a Mighty 

Kindneſs for ; the Poor Cur Sickens and Dyes, and 
is Maſter in Honour of his Memory gave him Chriſtian Bu- 
rial. This came to the Biſhop's Ear, who preſently ſent for the 
Curate, Rattled him to ſome Tune, with Menaces to the High- 
eſt Degree for bringing ſuch a Scandal upon the Function, 
My Lord, (ſays the Curate,) If your Lordſhip had but known 
the Underſtanding of this Dog, both Living and Dying; (and 
eſpecially how Charitable an End he made, You would not 
have Grudged him a Place in the Church-Yard among the reſt 
of his Fellow-Pariſhoners, How ſo, ſays the Biſhop ? Why my 
Lord, fays the Curate, when he found he was Drawing Home, 
he ſent for a Notarzus, and made his Teſtament. There's my 
Poor Lord Biſhop m Want, ſays he, and it is my Will to leave him 
a Hundred Crowns for a Legacy. He chargd me to ſee it per- 
form'd, and I have it here in a Purſe for your Lordſhip ready 
Counted, The Biſhop upon the Receipt of the Mony, gave 
the Prieſt Abſolution, and found it a very Good Will, and z 
very Canonical Burl. 


The MoraLt 
Mony Corrupts both Church and State. 


REFLEXION. 


THERE may be Ill Men in Holy Orders, and the Lewdneſs of the 
Perſon does not at all derogate from the Sacredneſs of the Fundtion. 
Avarice on the one hand, is an Encouragement as well as a Protection 

to 
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to Licentiouſneſs on the other, when People know beforc-hand, that 
Mony will Compound all Differences. Nay , and Mony is a Proteſtant 
Reconciler too as well as a Popiſh, when Paſhon and Corruption come 
once to be Authorized under the Venerable Cover of a Sacred Character ; 
only the Biſhop Abſolves Himſelf in the one” Caſe, as he does the Curate 
in the other. So that Mory upon the Main, ſerves for the Touchſtone 
of Common Honefty, Faith , Law and Religion : The Devil holds the 
Scale, and Profit or Loſs is made the Standard of Goſpel or Hereſy. It 
Pleads all Cauſes, Defends all Titles, and turns Chriſtianity it ſelf into 
a Moot Point. It ſets Texts together by the Ears, as well as Divines, 
and makes the Voice of God to' be of more Authority in the Mouths 
of the Multitude, than in the Oracles of Holy Writ. "Tis the Idol that 
Men of all Ranks and Profeflions Bow to 3 Stateſ-men , Sword-men, 
Lawyers, Eccleſiaſticks, &c. there's hardly any thing in Nature that has 
the Heart to withſtand it 3 bating here and there ſome ſingular Excep- 
tion perhaps from a General Rule. What are Courts more than Com- 
mon Markets, where Men are Bought and Sold in the one, as Beaſts 
are in the other ? The Captain Fights for his Pay 3 the Lawyer Pleads 
for his Fee, no Matter for the Conſcience of the Cauſe; the one's a 
Soldier of Fortune he tells ye, the other is a Lawyer of Fortune 3 and 
for the Buſineſs of Right or Wrong , 'tis not one Scruple of the Que- 
ſtion. 'Tis Mony in fine, that like the Devil , makes Men Sail with all 
Winds, and ſets all Wheels a going. Nay the very Altar it ſelf ſcapes 
not the Almighty Power of ſo Irreſiſtible a Temptation 3 for we are 
taught in this Fable, that an Epiſcopal Habit is not one jot better 
Proof againſt Corruption, than a Colonels Buff-Coat. Tis not a Sandti- 
monious Pretence, under a Pomp of Form and Title, withont the Grace 
of an Inward Afﬀection and Integrity that will ſerve the Turn : The Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Do&rin of our Bleſſed Lord and 
his Apoſtles, are to Day, and to Morrow and the fame for ever ; not to 
be Moulded and Accommodated to every turn of State, but to be held 
and kept Inviolate as a ſtanding Rule to all Ages. There are no ſuch 
Worſhippers of the Devil, as the Buyers and Sellers of Souls; there's 
nething they'll ſtick at, but Shuffle, Cant, Jaggle, Swear back and for- 
ward hke ſo many Spiritual Knights of che Poſt ; ferve all Times, and 
all God's, even though Paganiſm it ſelf ſhould turn up Tramp 3 for this 
ſort of Proſtitutes ſteer all their Aﬀions by the Compaſs of Viderit U- 
tilitas, and for the Dogs Legacy Abſolve the Devil himſelf, and with this 
Beaſtly Avaricious Biſhop, Pronounce the Blackeſt Soul in Hell to be as 
White as Snow. 


Faw. CCCLVIL 
A Husband, Wife, and Ghoſtly Father. 


Man of Quality had gotten a Peeviſh Contentious Wo- 
man to his Wife, that was obſerved to go every Day to 
Confeſſon, and her Buſineſs was not ſo- much to —_ her 


Conſcience 
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Conſcience of her own Sins, as to tell Tales of her Husband, 
Fhe Holy Father would be ever and anon Chiding and Admo- 
niſhing the Cavalier, telling him 5 that if he would but come 
ro Confeſſwn, he doubted nor but tro make Him and his Wife 
Friends again. The Gentleman faid, Jes, he would 5 and he 
went accordingly. The Good Man then bad the Penitent be 
ſure to Examune himſelf thoroughly ; and leave nothing out : 
Alas, Father, ſays he, for that Matter there will be no need 
ont ; for you have had all my Sins 1in-Confeſhon from my Wife 
already, and a Thouſand times more perhaps than ever I Com- 
mitred. 


The Morat. 


Calunny is half the Buſineſs of a Bigot : Bitterneſs paſſes ſor Zeal, and on 
very Devotions are in Effet but Libe's againſt our Superiors, 


REFLEXION. 


THrtxrt's no fach Cloak as Religion for a!l manner of Wickednef, 
and the Man is a ftark Fool that cannot Impoſe upon his Neighbour, 
when he has once got the Maſtery of his own Conſcience : There's no 
Evidence of our Thooghts , but our Works; and it an Hypoctrite can 
but Conceal himſelf from the Eyes of his Companions, he never troubles 
his Head to Confider how Open he lycs to the Searcher of his Heart, 
What was the Penitent's Confeſhon here, but a Cover for ber Calumny? 
And her Husband's way after that of giving the Holy Father to Under- 
frand the Truth of the Matter, was a Furn Pleaſant enough. 

'Tis a Ficld of a Huge Latitude that the Devil has to Dance, and to 
Play his Gambols in, when he ſets himſelf to Preach upon the Text of 
Religion and Conſcience. In the Troubles of King Charles the Firſt , 
what with Hamiliations and Thankſgivings, Seditious Lectures, and Pul. 
pit-InveCives, the People had hardly any other Buſineſs at Church than 
to tell God Almighty Tales of their Sovereign : So that this Unhappy 
Prince might have Anfwered his Confeſſarizs upon the ſhrift of an Aurt- 
cular Confeſſun, as our Husband Anſwered his here in the Fable, That 
OtLers had done it for him, and told more then All beforehand. This was 
the Method of their Proceedings toward him through the whole Courſe 
of his Diſtreſſes, from the Firſt Odious Remonſtance, to the Laſt Exe- 
crable Stroke upon the Scaffold. They began with Blaſting him in his 
Reputation 3 they took up Arms againſt him, Hunted and Purſued him 3 
Seized his Revenues and his Pcrſon, Depos'd him from his Royal Dig- 
nity, Ufurp'd the Government to Themſelves, and under the Colour of 
a Formality of , Law, pat hic vpon a Judicial Tryal, and took away Þis 
Life. And not One Step did they ct all this while in the whole Tract 
of this Iniquity, without Seeking the Lord firſt, and going up to Enquire of 
the Lord, according to the Cam of thoſe Days. Which was no other 
than to make God the Author of Sin, and ro [mpute the Rlackelt PraQtices 
ef Hell to the Inſpiration; of the Holy Ghoft. 


F ab 
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F as... CCCLVIIL ls 6.4. ala 
An Did Man and' an, Aſs. | / | 


N Od Mar and a Little Boy were, driving an.4(s before 
them to the Next Market to Sell, Why have you no 
more Wit, (ſays one to the Man upon the Way,) than You and 
your Son to 1 rudge it afoot, and let the Afs go Light ? So the 
Man ſet the Boy upon the 'Afs, and Fogred it Himſelf. Why 
Sirrah, ſays Another after this, to the Boy, Ye Lazy Rogue 
you, muſt you Ride, and let your Antient Father. go afoor ? 
The Man upon this, rook down his Boy, and got up Himſelf. 
D'ye ſee (ſays a Third) how the Lazy Old Knave Rides Himſelf, 
and the Poor Little Child has much ado to Creep after him ! 
The Father, upon this, took up his S-z Behind him. The next 
they met, ask'd the Old Man whether his Aſs were his Own or 
no ? He ſaid Yes. Troth, there's little ſign on't fays rother, 
by your Loading him thus: Well fays the Fellow to. Himlelf, 
and what am Ito do now ? for I am Laughid at, if either che 
Aſs be Empty , or if One of-us Rides, or Buth ; and fo inf 
the Concluſion he Bound the Aſſes Legs rogerher with a Cord, 
and they try'd to carry him to Market with a Pole upon their 
Shoulders berwixt them. This was Sport to every Body that 
faw ir, inſomuch that the Old Fellow im great Wrath threw 
down the 4ſs into a River, and ſo went his way Home again. 
The Good Man, in fine, was willing to Pleaſe Every body, bur 


had the Ill Fortune to Pleaſe No + and _ode | his Aſs i into 
the Bargain. 


The Moral 


He that reſolves not to go to Bed till all the, W. orld is Pleas'd, ſhall be 
troubled with the Head Ach. © 


A 


REFERXION! ns 
2 l f . y 4h l ' ; 

So many Men, ſo many Minda.s and this Diverſity. wy th muſt 
neceſlarily be attended -with F olly, Vanity , and. Exrqr.:.For Truth; is 
one andthe ſame for Ever, atid we Sentente of" Reaſon ſiznds as Firm 
as the Foundations of the Farth. 'So'that no Mart can be either Happy or 
Secure that governy himſelf by the Humout and Opinion of the Common 
People. . 'Tis a Thing utterly, impoſlible ta” Pleaſe All ,/and none huts: 
Mad Man will endeavour to Pleas thoſe that:are Divided among onek 
(elves, and can never Pleaſe one” another. A Wiſe, and an Honeſt Man b 
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by Rule, and*Conſults the Conſcience of his Ations, without any Re. 
gard to Popular Applauſe. Did ever any Mortal yet in his Righe Wits, 
Adviſe with the Mobile about the Government of his Lite and Manners > 
(Or which is all one, with the Common and Profeſled Enemies of Reg- 
ſon and Virtue,) Did ever any Creature make a Friend or Confident of 
them 2 Why ſhould we be follicitous then to be thought well of by 
thoſe that no Pradent Good Man ever thought well of 2 They are all 
Paffion and Fancy, without either Judgment or Moderation : They nei- 
ther underſtand what they do, nor why 3 but att with a kind of Lye. 
tus, that knows neither Conſideration nor Condutt. So that it is 1n truth, 
a Scandal, and an [ll Sign to Pleaſe them ; but a worſe yet, for a Man 
to Value himſelf upon the Reputation of a Popular Favour. What are 
their AﬀedGtions but Violent Tranſports that are carried on by Ignorance 
and Rage ? What are their Thoughts of Things, but variety of Incor- 
rigible Error >? And what are they themſelves in their own Nature, but 
a Herd rather than a Society > Their Humour is very Happily fet forth in 
this Fable 3 and ſo is the Vanity of the Old Man's endeavouring to keep 
Fair with them 3 for they are (till unſatiched with the Preſent State of 
Things, and conſequemly never to be Pleaſed. Now it a Man had no- 
thing elſe to do but to Fool away his Days in the Purſuit of Phantomes 
and Shadows, and then at laſt lye down in the Duſt like a Brute, with- 
out any Fear or Danger of an after-Reckoning, the Care were taken; 
but for a Reaſonable Soul to Poſt-pone the moſt Neceſlary Offices and 
Duties of Life, and to Hazzard the very loſs even of Heaven it felf, in 
favour of a Depraved Appetite? What has he to Anſwer for, that ſhall 
be found Guilty of fo Impious a Madneſs? The very Dog's not worth 
the Hanging, that runs out at Check, and lets every Cackling Crow or 
Daw Divert him from bis Game and Buſineſs. To Conclude 3 a due Con- 
fideration of the Vanities of the World, will Naturally bring us to the 
Contempt of it 3 and that Contempe of the World will as certainly bring 
us Hometo our Selves. T his was the Caſe of the Poor Man here, whea he 
had Try'd this, and that, and t'other Experiment , he threw all his Care 
_ Follies together with his Aſs into the River : And then be was at 
eſt. 


F ae. CCCLEX. 
A Man Dreamt he found Gold. 


Man fancied in his Sep once, that he was carried by the 

Devil into a Field to Dig for Gold, where he found 2 
Great Treaſure”; ſo the Devil adviſed him not to take ic away 
with tim at;ptefenc, 'bar rather to leave ſome particular Mark 
upon the Place ; that be might find it another .cime, — Wha: 
Mark ? fays the Dreamer. E'en down with your Breeches quoth 
the Devil, and lay your Tail there ; my Lite for'yours, do but 
keep your own Councel, and no Body will look for Gold in 


that 


 # 35 A. ** x _@A_ 4... ane... 


wy 


The FABLES of Poggius. 


337 


chat Place. The Fellow did as he was bid, and when he Wak'd, 
he found that his Dream was out. 


The Morarl, 


He that Conſents to deal with the Devil for Mony in his Sleep, 'tis to be 
frar'd he would do it Waking too, if it lay fair for his Hand. 


REFLEXION. 


IT is a School-Lueſtion how far a Man is Anſwerable in many Cafes 
for lis Dreams : Now here was Deliberation, Diſcourſe, and Conſent ; 
So that both the Underſtanding and the Will had their Parts in the Sto- 
ry: Where Avarice was at One End on't, 'twas no wonder that the De- 
vil ſhould be at the Other. But Men go to the Devil for Mony Waking 
as weil as Sleeping : Nay and Men of all Sorts and Qualities too, from 
the Prince to the Beggar. Churchmen, Stateſmen, Tradeſmen, Lawyers, 
and who not? And it all that go to Hell upon that Errand, ſhould beſhie 
the Sheets, there would be a World of Work for the Waſh-Women. 


F a» COCLX; 
A Country Fellow and a Hog. 


N a Certain Country , Where it was the Cuſtom for any 


Man that Killd a Hug, to Invite the Neighbourhood to - 


Supper with him ; a Curmudgeonly Fellow that had a Hog to Kill, 
adviſed with One of his Companions how he might fave the 
Charge of that Supper. Why (fays he) do but give it out 
to Morrow Morning, chat the Hog was Stollen the Night be- 
fore ; ſet a Good Face ont, and your Work 1s done. Away 
goes this Man Open-Mouth, next Morning, Bawling it abour, 
that his Hog was Stollen. Right, Right, fays his Camarade, 
Roar it out as 1 bad you, Ay, # ſays the Hog-Merchant, with 
Damned Oaths and Imprecaticns, My Hog is Stolln in Good 
Farneſt. Upon my Life, ſays Cother, thou doſt it Rarely. So the 
one Swore on; and the other Foo['d on, till in the Conclutton the 


Churle found he was Banter'd out of his Hog ; for the Hog was 
Stollen indeed. 


The Morat. 
Penny Wiſe, and Pound Fooliſh. 


X x 2 REFLEXION. 
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REFLEXION. 


'Tis a Point of Decency and Diſcretion for a Man to Comply with 
the Common Cuſtoms of the Place, where he Lives, over and above the 
Rules of Good Neighbourhood and Society. So that the Old Hunks 
here was well enough ſerv'd to be Trick'd out of a Whole Hog for the 
Saving of his Puddings : And it was fo much the Better too, that he 
was of the Plot to the Fooling of Himſelf, and had his own Jeſt turned 
upon him in Earneſt : For he was caught in his own Snare, and met with- 
al as we ſay, in his own Kind. And we may make this further Uſe on't, 
That an 111 Natur'd Thrift, is next Door to Squandring : He was Cheated, 
and he was Laugh'd at, and he Deſerv'd both 3 for he made himſelf 
a Party to the Picking of his own Pocket, and the very Sham that he 
deſigned upon his Neighbours was turned upon Himſelt. The Frolick 
was Pleaſant and Pertinent enough , but the Conſcience of the Cale is 
another Queſtion 3 though there's this to be ſaid for't , that it was but 
one Fraud paid with another, and that he Himſelf went halt way int 
by his own Conſent. *Twas with the Mar and the Hog, as with the 
Boy and the Wolf; he would be Crying a Wolf, a Wolf, when there was 
none, and then could not be Believed when there was. 


Kaz COCCLAL 
A Flozentine and a Hozſe-Courſer. 


A Florentine bought a Horſe for ſo many Crowns; upon con- 

dition to pay one Half down upon the Nail, and be a 
Debtor for the reſt. The Horſe-Courſer comes to the Florentme 
next Morning for the Remainder of the Mony. Soft, ſays 
the Florentine, 4 Bargain's a Bargain ; My Contract was to be 
=_ Debtor for the Reſt, and if I Pay it, Im no longer your 
Debtor. 


The MoraL 
Conceits and Witticiſms pay no Seores. 
REFLEXION. 


THis Fable is only a Silly Tale told for the Tale's ſake, without any 
further Myſtery or Meaning that I can perceive in't. If the Florentine 
had been Drubb'd, or laid by the Heels for the Fallacy, or but Laugh'd 
at for the Conceit, it would have ſerv'd for a Caution to People how 
they Trifle, and play the Tories betwixt Jeſt and Earneſt , in Matters 
of Common Honeſty, Good Faith and Buſineſs. Or it would have born 
a Moral , to Diſcountenance the Levity of Pumnning and Jingling 5 and 


the Childiſh Humour of Fooling with Mental Reſervations and uble 
| Meanings 
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Meanings. Bur as it is, I can find nothing more in't than a Frothy, 
Empty Story. It may ſerve however as a Buoy to keep People at a Di- 
ſtance, and give Notice of a Shelf or a Flat, For the Sillineſs of taking 
Delight 1n this Vulgar way of Sophiſm, is to me as arrant an Indication 
of an Innocent, as a Bib and a Bauble. So that the Do&rin of a Thing 
done here, teaches us what we are notto do; that is to ſay, we are nei- 
ther to Meditate Fraudulent Contracts, tior to take Childiſh Collufions 
in Converſation for Current Payment. 


l——_ 


F xa s. CCCLXI. 
A Chaiſtian and a Pagan. 


A Chr:ſttanand a Pagan, that had been Old Acquaintances and 
Fellow-Travellers, had ſeveral Diſcourſes upon the way 
together about Religion ; and coming into [taly, the Chriſtian 
adviſed the Infidel for his better SatisfaCtion, only to go to Maſs 
once, and then tell him what he thought ont. The Pagaz ac- 
cordingly went to Church, and being afterward ask'd his Opt- 
nion of the Ceremonies and Solemnity of the Office, his An- 
ſwer was, That he ſaw but one Thing there that he Diflik'd ; 
which was, that it look'd a little Ulncharitable for one Man to 
Eat and Drink by Himſelf, and all the reſt to look on. 


The M or 41, 


'Trs much with Opinions as it is with Taſts, we car no more Command our 
Judgments than our Palates. 


REFLEXION, 


T ne Poyſon of this Fable in the Liberty of Jeſting with Holy Mat- 
ters, would need an Antidote to go along with it, it 1t were not that it 
1s a Pagan's Conceit, and conſequently fuitable enough to the Character 
and Humour of an Infidel, to have the Offices of Chriſtianity in Deri- 
hon. If we take it by that Handle, it may ſerve for a Reproof to thoſe 
among our ſelves, ( as we have but too many of them, ) that take the 
ſame Freedom of Scoffing at Religion, and Religious Rites and Cere- 
momes. Thele People paſs in the World under the Name of Chriſtians, 
but in their Hearts and Manners they are little better than Pagans: 
The Frolick of a Merry Word goes further with them, than the Con- 
ſcience of their Proteſſion, and if they can but Elude the Diat of a 
Pinching Convittion by ſome Trivial Jeſt , the Conceit they think At- 
tones for the Wickedneſs. 


F A8. 
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F as, CCCLAIIL 
An Als taught Gzammar. 


Here was a Bold Undertaking Pedant, Wager'd his Neck 
apainſt a certain Sum of Mony, that in Ten Years time 
he would Teach an 4ſs to Write, Read, and Chop Logick, His 
Friends called him a Thouſand Mad-men for caſting away his 
Life upon ſo Abſolute an Impoſlibility. Pray Gentlemen 
(fays the Undertaker,) have but a little Patience ; for t:s odds, 
that before the Term's out , either the Prince Dyes, (that's a 
a Party to the ContraCt, ) or the Aſs Dyes, or the Adventurer 
Dres, and then the Dangers over. 


The MoRaL. 


Colluſron without Malice , is in many Caſes, not only Laudable but Neceſ- 
fary. 


REFLEXION. 


THarnet are ſome Caſes wherein a Man may Juſtify ſome ſort of Shut- 
fling and Evading, without any Offence to Honour or Good Faith 3 as 
in a caſe for the Purpoſe, where the gaining of Time , may be as much 
as a Man's Life or Eſtate is worth. Some Mer are but one Remove from 
ſome Aſſes, and the difficulty of Teaching the one, is next door to the 
impoſibility of Teaching the other. The very Propoſition is a 1Vhimyy 
Pleaſant enough, to ſhew the Vanity of attempting to make a Pliioſopher 
of a Blockhead : Neither is it of a Quality to be underſtood according 
to the Letter. So that in ſuch a caſe, if a Man can but fave himſclt by 
a Shift, or a Figure, 'tis all that can be deſired ; and the Conditions na- 
turally implied, fall within the fair Equity of the Queſtion. There are 
certain Bounds and Terms of Raillery that may very well ſtand with 
the Rules of Honeſty and Good Manners ; that is to ſay, Where the 
Liberty carries neither Malice, Saucinefs, nor Ill Nature along, with it: 
And the diſcreet manage of ſuch a fort of Freedom , betwixt Jeſt and 
Earneſt, Seaſons the Entertainment of an Agrecable Converſation. We 
ſhould ſay to our ſelves in all our Diſtreſles upon the apprehenſion of 
Temporal Difficulties to come, as this Pedant,in the Fable did to his Rela- 
tions and Companions; Let it be Bondage, Loſs of Friends, Beggery , 
Baniſhment, nay Death it ſelf, | This or that nay Intervene.) It is an Un- 
accountable weakneſs for a Man to put himiclt upon the Torture at pre- 
ſent, for fear ſomebody elſe ſhould Torment him Seven Years hence. Is 
it not enough for us to be Miſcrable when the time comes, unleſs we 
make our ſelves ſo Beforchand, and by Anticipation > When we have 
gone as far as Conſcience, Honour, Induſtry, and Human Prudence can car- 
ry us,toward the preventing,or the averting of the Danger that threatens 


us, we are to remit the reſt to Providence, and wait the good _ 
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of Heaven with Patience, Humility and Refignation. This Man was to 
dye at Seven Years cnd, unleſs he could bring to paſs a thing Impoſ. 
fible. Now ſooner or later, (and which of the Two is uncertain,) we 
are all of us to dye. Why are we not as Sollicitous now for the Certain- 
ty of the Thing, as for the Appointment of the Time, when a Thouſand 
Accidents may interpoſe to divert the one, and the other is wholly in- 
evitable ? 


Fas CCCLAILV. 
A Paieſt and Epiphany. 


O Morrow (ſays the Curate) is to be Celebrated the Feaſt 

& of Epiphany: I do not know whether the Saint be a 

Man or a Woman ; but the Day however is to be obſerved 
with Great Solemnity. 


The Moral. 


The Sillineſi of the Perſon does not at all Derogate from the Dignity of hit 
CharaFer and Commilſion, Pf 


REFLEXION. 


THis is a Dry Fable, and there's nothing to be gotten out of it but 
by Squeezing. It may paſs however with a little Force, for a Reproach 
upon the Ignorance of many People in their own Trade, provided al- 
ways that there be no Reflexion upon the Profeſſion it ſelf, which is 
but too much the Praftice of Looſe Men, and of Troubleſome Times ; as 
if the Commiſſion were to Blame for the Perſon's ſake that Abuſes it. 
There are Men of all forts, Good and Bad, in all Fun&ions and Socie- 
ties 3 and the Order, or the Office, is never the worſe for the Failings of 
an It, or a Weak Man that has the Execution of it. It was well turn'd 
by Mr. Se/dex upon an Alderman in the Long-Long Parliament, on the 
__ Epiſcopacy. Mr. Speaker, ſays the Alderman, there are ſo ma- 
ny ours agdinſt ſnch and ſuch of the Prelates, that we ſhall never be Quiet 
till we have no more Biſhops. Mr. Selden upon this , Informs the Houſe, . 
what Grievous Complaints there were for high Miſdemeanors againſt ſach 
and fuch Aldermen, and therefore, fays he, by a Parity of Reaſon, it is 
my Humble Motion that we may have no more Aldermen. Here was 
the Fault transferr'd to the Office, which is a Dan Error 3 fornot 
only Government, but Human Society it ſelf may be diffolved by the 
lame Argument, if the Frailties or Corruptions of Particular Men ſhall 
be Reveng'd upon the whole. 
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Fas: CCCLXV. 
A Tavern Reckoning paid wich a Song. 


A Hungry Traveller ſtept into an Eating Houſe for his Din- 
ner, and when he had filled his Belly, mine Hoſt broughr 
him his Reckoning. Well, ſays the Traveller, I muſt cen pay 
you with a Song now 3 for 1 have not one Peny of Mony, 
Tother rold him in ſhort, that his, Buſineſs was Mony, not Mu- 
ſick, But what if I ſhould give you a Song yet that ſhall con- 
tent you ? (lays the Man again, ) will you not rake that for Sariſ- 
faction ? Yes ſays the Victualler, if I like it. So he fell ro 
Singing I know not how many Songs, one ofrer another ; bur 
the Maſter told him in one Word , that Songs would _ no 
Scores where he had to do. Well { ſays the Songſter,) let me 
try but once more now, and I ſhall g0 near to tit ye. So he 
rook out his Purſe as if- he would Open it, and at the ſame 
time ſung him a Song with this Bob «ro'r, Out with your Purſe, 
and Pay your Hoſt. How dye like this now ? fays the Travel- 
Jer! Oh very well ſays mine Hoſt. Why I thought I ſhould 
fir you at laſt with a Song that would Pleaſe you, quorh the 
other, and ſo he went away, 


The MoRAL. 
There are ſome ways of Fooling that do the Buſineſs of Skill and Addreſs. 


REFLEXION. 


THe Conceited Sharper here in the Fable, ſets forth the. Humour and 
Character of the Spunging Buftoogs that a Man meets every Day in his 
Porridge Dilh': That 1s to ſay, in Courts and at Great Mens Tables, as 
well as elſewhere. Theſe ſame Jack-Pudding Smell.Feaſts are certainly 
the moſt Deſpicable Creatures under the Sun, unleſs perhaps their Pa- 
trons that Protelt and Encourage them may be the more Contempuble 
Wretches of the Two. They make Fooling. their Buſine(s and their 
Livelihood, and live Jike Izeland Shocks , by ſhewing Tricks for Bread. 
They.rarn Converſation into a dirett Farce : Their Wit is eather Scitrn+ 
lous ox Frothy, which they manage at ſuch a Rate as if Human Reaio® 
were a Faculty only to make Sport with all, 


T# aw $ ww 


The FABLES of Poggius 


337_ 


Þ a» CCCLXVI. 
A Fryer, a Laique and a Wolf. 


Certain Mend:cant (one of thoſe that beg in the Name 

of St. Anthony,) contracted with a Country Fellow for 
ſuch a quantity of Corn to Enſure his Sheep, and his Husban- 
dry for chat Year. The Man depended ſo abſolutely upon this 
Security , that he cen left his Sheep to look to themſelves ; 
and the Wolf picked up I know not how many of them. 
This paſt on, till the Holy Brother came for his next Years 
ce Yes, ſays the Clown, Youre a Trulſty Spark in- 
deed, to take Charge of my Sheep, and then let the Wolf Eat 
them all ; your Promiſes are not worth a Fart, and Ile have 
no more to do with you. Ah! that fame Villanous Wolf, fays 
the Religious ! Indeed you muſt have a care of him, for he's 
een ſo wicked a Beaſt, that he ſhall not only Decerve St. A4n- 


thony, but St. Anthony's Maſter himfelf cov, if he had it in his 
Power. 


The Mor ar. 


All Promiſes are cither broken or kept. 


REFLEXION. 


Henes rReproof to all Religious Cheats and Impoſtors that Pro- 
miſe more than they are able to Perform, and Preach thoſe Dodrins 
to their Diſciples, which they do not Believe themſelves. When Church- 
men- come once to be Mercenary, and to Proſtitute the Truth for Mony, 
no wonder, after their Example, it the Laity Govern their Conſciences 
too by the fame Meaſure. It makes Religion look liker a Trade; or a 
Contrivance of State, than a Divine Inſpiration : Nay, it ſtaggers People 
m the very Foundations of their Faith, to ſee Miniſters at Variance with 
themſelves, and the Pulpits changing with the Times, and paradoxing 
upon the Goſpel. Holy Men Teach in their Lives as well as with their 
Lips , and it draws an Irreverence upon the FunGtion , where the one 
bears a Contradidtion to the other. There muſt be no Preaching of Salva- 
tion one Day, and Damnation another, upon one and the ſame Text. 
There are Quacks in Divinity, as well as in Phyſick, and Pretenders to 
the Abſolving of all Sins, as well as to Remedies for all Diſeaſes. But 
the Curate went beyond his Province, when he ſtretch'd his Patent for 
the Cure of Souls, to a kind of Tautelary Guardianſhip over Goods and 
Chattels. When ſuch an Impoſtor has once forfeized the Credit of his 
Dodrin, 'tis a ſhrewd Temptation to his Diſciples to queſtion the very 
*»whority of his Commiſſion, and to take the Stories he tells *em of the 
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next World, to be no better than a Trick of Spiriting Men away into a 
Fool's Paradiſe : But when he comes once to be Detected, he has either 


the Wolf or the Devil to bring him oft again. 


F an CCCLXVIL 
A Pyieſt and a Sick Man. 


A Prieſt that was willing to give a Sick Mana Word of Comfort 
in his Extream Mifery, told him, That whom the Lord loves 
he Chaſtens. Tis no wonder he has ſo few Faithful Servants 
then, ſays the Poor Man ; and I'm afraid hell cen have Fewer 
if he goes this way to work. 


The Mora Lt 


Ignorance is ſome ſort of Excuſe , for a Man that Speaks or does an Il} 
thing, with a good Intention, or without Onderſtanding that be does or 


ſays Amiſs. 
REFLEXION. 


A Man ſhould no more commit ſuch a Freak as this is, to the Pub- 
lick, without ſomewhat of a Caution or Controul upon't, than he wonld 
throw Rats-bane up and down a Houſe where Children and Fools might 
come at it : For there are Liquoriſh and Inconſiderate Readers, as well 
as Children, and the one in as mach danger of Miſtaking Evil for Good, 
as the other of taking a Doſe of Mercury, for a Sweetmeat. As for 
Example, here's a Lewd, Atheiſtical Fancy expos'd at Random, which 
ſome People will be forward enough to take, as it ſtands Uncorretted, 
for a very fine thing ſaid, and by that means give fome ſort of Reputa- 
tion to a Liberty that is not upon any terms to be endured. Now we 
are in Charity to preſume, that the Author never intended this Extra- 
vagant Inſtance for a Prefident, and therefore the Imperfettion of the 
Fable, muſt be help d out by ſome Pertinent Application of it in an In- 
ſtructive Moral. 

The Do&rin that ariſes from this Text, will fall under the Topick of 
the Government of the Tongue, and reach, in the Latirude, to all the Trant- 
ports and Exceſles of that Unruly Member : as Blaſphemy, Calumny, 
Scurrility, Prophanenefs, Falſe, Vam, and Evil-Speaking and the like 3 
which are all naturally enough reducible to the ſame Head, as they do 
effectually proceed from the ſame Root. He that has gotten a Habit of 
letting bis Tongue run before his Wit , will rather loſe his Honour or 
his Friend, than his Jeft 5 nay, and venture his Salvation over and above 
too, into the bargain. As in the Caſe here before us, where we have a 
Libertine Fooling even in his Laſt Agonies, with a Witriciſa betwixt bis 


Teeth, without any regard to the Circumſtances of Sobriety m Con- 
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{cience. But this is a Wickedneſs only for Profligates and Madmen, to 
make Sport with, and Men of better Senſe to Tremble at; for there 
muſt - no Quibling and Trifling with the Mazeſty and Judgments of the 
Almighty. 


F as, CCCLXVIIL 
A Phyſician chat Curd Mad-Men. 


Here was a Phyſician in Mz:/an that took upon him to 
Cure Mad-men ; and his way was this : They were 
Tyd Naked to a Stake, and then ſet up right in a Naſty 
Puddle, Deeper or Shallower, according to the degree of the 
Diſtemper ; and there to continue, till berwixt Cold and Hun- 
ger they might be brought to their Wits again. There was 
one among the reſt, that after Fifteen Days Soking, began to 
ſhew ſome ſigns of Amendment ; and fo got leave of the 
Keeper for the Liberty of the Court, and the Houſe, upon 
condition not to fer Foot over the Threſhold of the Street- 
Doors. He paſt his Promiſe , and was as good as his 
Word. 
As he was ſtanding one Day at the Outer-Gate, there came 
a Falkner Riding by, with his Kites and his Curs, and all his 
Hawking Trade about him. Heatk ye Sir, fays the Mad-Man, 
a word with you: And fo he fell to asking him Twenty Idle 
Queſtions, What was this, and what was that , and tother ? 
And what was all this good for ? and the like. The Gentle- 
man gave him an Anſwer to every thing in Form. As for 
Example, This that 1 Ride upon, (ſays he) is a Horſe, that I keep 
for my Sport ; this Bird upon my Fiſt is a Hawk that Catches me 
Quails and Partridges ; and thoſe Dogs are Spaniels to ſpring m 
Game. Thats well, fays the Fool, and what may all he Birds 
be worth now, that you catch in a Twelve Month? Why it 
may be ſome Ten or Fifteen Pound perhaps, fays tother. Ay bur 
(lays the Mad Fellow again,) what may all your Hawks, Dogs, 
and Horſes coſt you in a Year 2 Some Fifteen times as much per- 
chance, ſays the Falkner. Get you out of the way then imme- 
duately ( cries the Fool, ) before our Doctor gets {1ght of you 3 
tor if he ſowc'd me up to the Middle in the Pond, you'll be 
in as ſure as a Gun up to the Ears if he can bur ſer Eye on ye. 
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The Moral. 


Every Man living is Mad in ſome reſped or other, and the DoGors them- 
ſelves as Mad as the Patients. 


REFLEXION. 


T 1411s Story gives us to underſtand in the Application of it, that 
there are more Mad-men out of Bedlam than int 3 and that according to 
Horace, We are all Mad, every Mother's Child of us, more or lets; and 
theretore *ts but Neighbourly Juſtice for One Mad-man to bear with 
another. 'Twas well enough ſaid of a Fellow in a Mad-Houtle that was 
asked in the Interval of his Diſtemper, how he came to be there ? Why, 
ſays he, The Mad Folks abroad are too many for us, and ſo they have Maſter'd 
all the Sober People, and Coop d 'em np here. There's an Alienation of Mind 
i the Moral, as well as in the Phyfical Acceptation oft the Expreſſion ; 
and hc's as Mad a Man that abuſes his Reaſon, as he that has loſt the Ex- 
erciſe of it: Beſide, that there's as great a Diverlity of Freak and Extra- 
vagancy in the one Senſe as in the other ; and they have their Paroxiſmrs 
and their. Intermiſſions both alike. Every Man Living in fine, has hi 
weak fide, and 'tis but ſtriking the right Vein to ſet the Humour a 
Working. 

The General Doftrin of this Parable, we find ſumm'd up in a very 
few Words here; that is to ſay, he that eagerly purſues any thing, and 
gives more for't than it is worth, is no better than a Mad-Man. Now 
the way to makea true eſtimate, both of the Price and of the Purchaſe, 
is only to ſet the one againſt the other, and ſo to Ballance the Account, 
One Mans Head runs Riot upon Hawks, Hounds, Dice, Drabs, Drinking, 
Revelling, and for Brevity ſake, we may een take in the whole Roll of 
Good Natur'd Sins and Pleaſures, (if 1 may call them fo,) that may ſerve 
to Gratify a Senfual Appetite. Let but a Man conſider now the Time, 
Mony, Care, Labour, and Vexation that this Wild-Gooſe-Chaſle has coſt 
him, and then ſay to himſelf on the other hand, what have gotten to 
anſwer all this Expence, but the Looſe, Giddy Frolick of a tew Mad 
Hours, attended with Claps, Gouts, Palfies, Infamy, Beggery, Nauſcous 
Qualms, Surfeiting Satieties , Anxiety of Thought and Conlcience, and 
all attended with the Anguiſh of a Late and an Unprotitable Repen- 
rance 1n the Concluſion ? And it is the fame thing too with the Diabo- 
lical Tranſports of Ambition, Pride, Envy, Revenge, and the like 3 0- 
ver and above the Irreparable Loſs of a Thouſand Bleſſed Opportumnies, 
to the extream Hazard of Eternity it ſell. When 'tis come to this once, 
there's no way but the DoGor's Diſcipline ; that is to ſay, Mortiftcation 
and Affliction to bring us to our (elves again. 
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F a s CCCLXIX. 
A Country Fellow Climbing a Tree. 


Why this 'tis , (fays a Paſlenger,) when People will 
oing things Hand over Head, without either Fear or Wit : 
Now could I have taught you a way toclimba Thouſand Trees, 
and never hurt your felf with a Fall. - Alas, fays 'tother, the 
Advice comes too late fer this Bout, but let's have it however z 
for a body may be the better for't another time. Why then 
(fays the Traveller, ) You muſt take care for the future, whenever 
you Climb another Tree, that you Come no faſter down than you went up, 


| , Country Fellow got an Unlucky Tumble from a Tree : 
d 


The MokRaAL 
Do nothing Raſhly. 


REFLEXION. 


'T 15 Good Counſel rather to take Time and Leiſure in matters that 
will bear it, then to venture Neck and All with overmuch Haſt. 

All Raſh and Aſpiring Humours, fall under the Reproof of this Moral 5 
for there are Climbers in State, as well as in Woods and Orchards; and 
Favourites run as great a Riſque in Mounting to Honours, Charges and 
Preferments.as the Fellow did herein Climbing an Apple-Tree. Their Riſe is 
commonly Gentle and Step by Step 3 but when they are once up, they 
are in danger of falling down again by their own Weight : Wherefore 
Slow and Syre in theſe Caſes, is good Counſel. 'Tis a Roguy kind of a 
Saying, that He that will be Rich before Night, may be Hang'd before Noon. 
High Places are Slippery, and it turns the very Brain of a Man to look 
down from 'em. He that firſt call'd Experience the Miſtreſs of Fools , 
might at the ſame time have told us upon the Oppoſition, that Natare 3s 
the Miſtreſs of Wiſe Men: Only the one looks forward from the Cauſes 
into the Effects, and the other traces the Truth , and the Reaſon of 
Things backward , from the Effetts up to their Cauſes. That is to- 
lay, the one Teaches us Wit, by ſhewing us where we play'd the Fool, 
and the other Teaches us Wit, by keeping us before-hand from Playing 
the Fool at all. To apply this Moral to the Fable now, the ſtreſs of it 
reſts upon the matter of Foreſight, and After-Wit, and the Dodtrin tells 
us, that he that wants the one, muſt make his Beſt of the other : This 
was the very Caſe of the Man in the Orchard here, before and after his 
Fall. Now Nature does nothing by Starts and Leaps, or in a Hurry, as 
we fay 3 but all her Motions are Gradual, Regular, and without Note, 


_ may ſerve us for a Leſſon, and a Preſident, not to do any thing 
albly. 


Fas 
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F a s CCCLXX. 
One char had Loſt his Many and Cloaths at Play, 


Fellow that had loſt his Moy and Chaths at Play , ſtood 

ſnivling at a Tavern Door, to think what would become 
of him. One of his Acquaintance came to him, and asked 
him what he Cry'd for? For Nothing, ſays he. How come you 
to Cry then, ſays tother, if you have nothing to Trouble you ? 
Why for that very Reaſon , fays he, becauſe I have Nothay, 
Now the one took it that he had no Reaſon to Cry, and the 
other meant that he Cry'd becauſe he had nothing left him. 


The Morat. 


Cantions are as Inſirufive as Precepts 5 the one ſhews us what we are not to 
do, and the other what we are. 


REFLEXION. 


T 41s Quirk 1s little better than the Childrens Play of Riddle me, 
Riddle me 3 though the Conceit I know is Celebrated among the Apo- 
| theems of the Ancients. The Mony and the Cloaths were Loſt on pur- 
| poſe to make way for —_ 3 as the Gentleman dropt his Book into 
the River, off of Maudlin Bridge in Cambridge : What's that, ſays one of 
his Acquaintance that was paſling by 2 Alas, ſays rother, *tis Juſt In; 
now the Book was Juſtin. We may obſerve from hence, what Pains 
ſome Men take to make themſelves Ridiculous, and that Study may im- 
prove a Coxcomb as well as a Philoſopher. We may learn further, that 
Men do not know when they are well, or when they have enough ; but 
ſhift and ſquander till they would half Hang themſelves art laſt, to be 
where they were again. It may be another Note too, the Unreaſona- 
bleneſs of Jeſting in Caſes of Diſtreſs: So that the Figure at laſt is 
Foot all over. Upon the whole, the Fellow Plays, and loſes his very 
Back-ſide, and then Cries : And what is all this morenow, then the laying 
of a Train for bringing in by Head and Shoulders the miſerable Conceir 
of Nothing upon Nothing. 
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F as CCCLXXL 
A WBlinkard Buying of TAheat. 


Pon a time when there was an Extreme Scarcity of Corn 

in Florence, a Poor Wretch with One Eye, was ſent to 

the Market with a Great Sack, to Buy ſuch a Proviſion ot 
Wheat: 
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Wheat : He goes ro his Corn-Merchant, and asks him the Price 
of ſo many Meaſures. Why, ſays he, one of theſe Meaſures 1s 
as much as one of your Eyes is worth ; (meaning, that Wheat 
was very Dear.) Why then cries an Unlucky Wag, that ſtood 
by there, A leſs Bag methinks might have ſervd your Turn, 
for One of thoſe Meaſures 15 as much as you are able to Pay 
for. 


The Morart. 
A Jeering Buffoon is the common Enemy of Mankind. 


REFLEXION. 


[ T is a high Point of Ill Nature, and Ill Manners, to make Sport with 
any Mans Imperfecions that he cannut help 3 and it holds as well too in 
the caſe of our Misfortunes, it we have not brought them upon our 
ſelves by our own Fault. *I1is enough, where any thing of this falls out 
one way or t other, that Providence and Nature will have it fo : But 
Intemperate Wits will ſpare neither Friend nor Foe; and make them- 
ſelves the common Enemies of Mankind. Men that are given to this 
Licencious Humour of Scoffting at Perſonal Blemiſhes and Defte&s, ſbould 
do well methinks to look into themſelves a little, and begin their A- 
nimadverſions at Home; for which is the Greater Scandal, the want of 
Charity, Modeſty, Humanity 3 or the want of an Eye? 'Tis the Reaſo- 
nable Soul that makes the Man, not the Body; and a Deformity in the 
Notler Part is Ten Thouſand Times more liable to Reproach, than an 
Imperfetion in the other. We are not anſwerable for our Perſons, but 
for our Minners we are. The Scorner ſhould do well alſo to conſider 
upon the Sight of a Cripple, or a Monſter, that it was only the Diſtin- 
guiſhing Mercy of Heaven that kept him from being one too; and not 
render himſelt by his Ingratitude the more Abominable Monſter of the 
Two. The PÞoy in fine, did very lll, and if he had but been ſoundly 
Whipt for't, it would have Pertected the Morality of the Fable. 


F a s CCCLXXIF 
A Country-man with his Alles, 


Countrey-man that had been at Market with his Corn, and 
was Driving his Aſſes Home again, Mounted one of the 

Beſt of them to Eaſe himſelf : When he was up, he fell co 
Counting, and ſo kept Telling them over and over, all the 
way he went, but ſtill wanted one of his Number. Upon 
this, away he goes to the Market Town , whence he came, (a 
ITRALteT 
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met, if any Body had ſeen his 4ſs. He could learn no Tydings 
of him, and ſo Home he went, Late ar Night, as arrant a 
Fool, as he ſet out. The Loſs went to the Heart of him, 
but upon Alighting, and his Wives giving him the Hint, he 
found his Beaſt again, and that the 4ſs he rode upon was for- 
got in the Reckoning. 


The MORAL, 
The Rutcher look'd for his Knife when he had it in his Mouth. 


REFLEXION. 


'T1s many a Man's Caſe, to fancy that he wants what in Truth he 
has 3 and then to Tire himſelf out with Hunting after it Abroad , when 
he carries it about him all this while, and may have it tetter Cheap at 
Home. The Bare Suppoſal of one Petty Loſs, makes us unthankful for all 
that's leſt. We are naturally apt to think our Sclves Milerable , and the 
very thinking ſo makes us ſo. This Conceit puts us upon the Ramble 
up and down for Relief, (and all in vain too,) 'till very Wearinels brings 
us at laſt to our ſelves again, where we find the Aſs we ſought for, and 
the Cure of all our Misfortunes in our own Breaſts. A Man may be fo 
intent upon one thing, as to heed nothing elſe, as he that ſpent half a day 
to look for his Odd Stocking, when he had them both upon a Leg, 
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F a 8 CCCLXXIIL 
A Man chat Carried his Plough to Eaſe his Oren. 


Peaſant that had Plow'd himſelf and his Oxen quite a 

Weary, Mounted an 4ſs, with the Plough before him, 
and ſent the Oxen to Dinner : The Poor Aſs, he found, was 
ready to Sink under the Load, and fo he took up the Plough, 
and layd it upon his own Shoulders. Now , fays he to the 
Aſs, Thou mayſt carry Me well enough , when I carry the 
Plough. 


The MORAL. 
Some Brute Animals, have more underſtanding then ſome Men. 


REFLEXION 


The FABLES of Poggius. 
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REFLEXION, 


A 


Max and Wife are in many Caſes the Plough-mar here, a & his 4 5 
they think to Eaſe one another, not conſidering that what either of them 
bears, is a common Burden to both. * There was a Fuddling Couple that 
fold Ale, and their Humour was to Drink Drunk Hand to _= upon 
their own Liquor : They laid down their Club ſtill for what they had, 
and this they called Forcing a Trade. Now ſo long as the Tipple was 
paid for, all went merrily on they thought , without ever fo much as 
Dreaming that 'twas at their own Coſt. Tis much thereabouts betwixt 
Rulers and Subjects: The Prince may carry the Plough perhaps, but the 
weight of both Plow and Prince lies upon the Peoples Shoulders. 


{  W-2.-{ Miſcellany. 
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Miſcellany Fables. 
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»'F a  CCCLXXIV. 
A For and a Cat. 


Here was a Queſtion ſtarted berwixt a Fox and a Cat, 
which of the Two could make the beſt Shift in the 
World, if they were put to a Pinch. For my own part, (fays 
Rejnard, ) when the worſt comes to the worſt, 1 have a whole 
Budget of Tricks to come oft with at laſt. Ar that very 1n- 
ſtanr, up comes a Pack of Dogs full-Cry roward them. The 
Cat preſently takes a Tree, and ſees the Poor Foxtornto Preces 
upon the very Spot. Well, (fays Puſs to her felf,) One Sure 
Irick I find 1s better than a Hundred Slippery ones. 


The MORAL. 


Nature has provided better for us, then we could have done for our ſelves, 


REFLEXION. 


One Double Prattice may be diſappointed by another ; bnt the 
Gitts of Nature are beyond all the Shams and Shuffles in the World. 
There's as much difference betwixt Craft and Wiſdom, as there is betwixt 
Philoſophy and Slight of Hand. Shifting and Shuffiling may ſerve for a 
Time, but Truth and Simplicity will moſt certainly carry it at the long run. 
When a Man of Trick comes oncetobe Detected, he's Loſt,even to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes : Not but that one Invention may in ſome Caſes be Ho- 
neſtly Countermin'd with another. But thisisto be ſaid upon the whole mat- 
ter, That Nature provides better for us, then we can do for our ſelves 3 
and inſtructs every Creature more or leſs, how to ſhift for it ſelf in caſes 
of Ordinary Danger, Some bring themſelves off by their Wings , 0- 
thers by their Heels, Craft or Strength. Some have their Cells or Hiding 
Places 3 and upon the Upſhot, they do more by Vertue of a Common 
Inſtint toward their own Preſervation, then if they had the whole Col- 
ledge of the Virtnoſ for their Adviſers It was Nature in fine , that 
—__ off the Cat, when the Foxes whole Budget of Inventions fail'd 

im. 
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F ar. CCCLXXV. 
The Dancing Apes. /:. 


Certain Fgyptrian King Endowd a Dancing-School for the 

Inſtitution of pes, of Quality 3 and. when they came to 
be -PerfeCt in their Leſlons, they. were Dreſfs'd up atter the beſt 
matiner, and ſo brought forth for a-Spectacle upon the Stage. 
As they were in the Middle of their Gamboles , ſomebody 
threw a Handful of Apples among then , that ſet them pre- 
ſenrly together by the Ears upon the Scramble, without any 
regard in the World to the Buſineſs in Hand, or to the Dignity 
of their Education. 


The MoR A;ls 
'o Force of Nature is infinitely beyond that of Diſcipline and Imitation. 


REFLEXION. 


M tw have their weak Sides as well as Apes, and it 1s not in the Power 
of Study and Diſcipline to extinguiſh Natural” Inclinations 3 no not ſo 
much as to Conceal them for any long time, but they be breaking oat 
now and then by Starts and Surprizes , and diſcover themſelves. The 
Apes were taught their Apes Tricks by a Pancing Maſter 5 but it was 
Nature that taught them to Eat Apples, and the natural Inſtitution was 
much the ftronger of the T wo. | 


—_—— 


| — ————— 


Fas CCCLXXVI. 


An Aſs and Two Travellers. 


| Couple of Travellers that took up an 4ſs in a Forreſt, 
fell downright tro Loggerheads , which of the Two 
ſhould be his Maſter : So the ſs was to ſtand by, to fee thoſe 
Two Boobies try their Title to him by 'a Rubber at Cufts. 
The Aſs very fairly look'd on, 'till they had Box'd themſelves a 
Weary, and then left chem both in the Lurch. 


The MORAL. 


Tis a common thing, both in Love, Law and Arms, for Plaintiff and De- 
—_ to lye Battering one another for a Prize that gives them both 
the ſlip, 


'4 REFLEXION: 


FABLES of ſeveral Authors. 


REFLEXION. 


M a x y People have fair Opportunities put into their Hands, and want 
Wit to make Uſe of them: Here was a filly -Controverly , as fillily 
Manag'd, and Two Quarrelſom Fools out-witted by an Aſs. Why did 
they not keep him when they had him fure ?. Or why did they not Com. 
pound the matter, and Divide, when the one had no more- right to him 
than the other ? But this of the Travellers and the Aſs is a common Caſe, 
and a Frivolous Contentious Law-Suit 'is the Moral of- it z\'when Plaintiff 
and Defendant are Worrying' one another about the Title, till they have 
ſpent the Eſtate. So the Travellers fought here for an Aſs, and the 4; 
ran away with the Stakes. 


7 


San CCCLXXVIL 
Mercury and Fiſhermen, 


Ome Fiſhermen that had caught more Fiſh then they knew 

what to do withal, Invited Mercury to take part with them; 

but finding that the Invitation was not fo much matter of Re- 

ſpect, as to get rid of the Glut they had taken, he very fairly 
lefr them to Eat by themſelves, ' 


The MORAL. 


In all the Good Offices of Human Society, 'tis the Will and the AfeSion 
that Creates the Obligation. 


REFLEXION. 


'T 15 the ordinary PraQtice of the World , for Men to be kind to 0- 
ther People for their own Sakes ; orat traſt to be frank of Civilities that coſt 
them nothing : Wherefore we are to Diſtinguiſh betwixt Kindneſſes that 
areonly matter of Counrſe,and Friendly Offices that are done out of Choice 
and Good Will. Where's the Obligation, the Friendſhip,or theReſpet of any 
Man's making me -a Preſent of what he neither cares for himſelf, nor 
knows what to do withal ? And of that which I am to be never the bet- 
ter for neither > The Fellow here had taken more F;ſ then he could 
ſpend while they were Sweet, and fo rather then they ſhould lye by to 
ſtink him out of the Houſe, he Invited Mercury to the Eating of them 5 
that is to ſay, to the Helping him off with 'ema, 


—_— 
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F a re. CCCLXXVIII, 
An Eagle and a Beetle. 


Hare that was hard put tot by an Eagle, took Sanctuary 

ina Ditch with a Beetle. The Beetle Interceded for the 
Hare ; The Eag/e Flapt oft the former, and Devoured the 0- 
ther. The Beetle took this for an Afﬀront to Hoſpitality , as 
well as to her. Selt, and ſo Meditated a Revenge, watch'd the 
Eagle up to her Net; follow'd her, and took her Time when 
the Bagle was Abroad, and ſo made a ſhift to- Roll out the 
Eggs, and Deſtroy the Brood. The Eag/e upon this Difſap- 
pointment , Timberd a great deal higher next Bout ; the 
Beetle watch d her ſtill, and ſhew'd her the ſame Trick once 
again. Whereupon the Eagle made her 4ppeal to Jupiter, who 
gave her leave to Jay her next Courſe of Eggs in his own Lap. 
But the Beetle found out a way to make Jupiter; riſe up from 
his Throne ; fo that upon. the Looſning of his Mantle , the 
Eggs fell from him at Unawares, and the Eag/e was a Thurd 
time Defeated. Fae ſtomach'd the Indignity , but upon 
Hearing the Cauſe, he found the Eag/e to be the Aggreſlor, and 
lo Acquitted the Beetle. 


The M ORAL. 


Tis not for a Generous Prince to Countenance Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, even 
in his moſt Darling Favourites. 


REFLEXION. 


T iz Rights and Priviledges of Hoſpitality are ſo Sacred , that Ju- 
piter himſelt would not Countenance the Violation of them, even in his 
own Minion, the Eqg/e. Nor is there any thing ſo deſpicable, (as we 


ſee in the caſe of the Beetle,) but Acceſs is open for the Cries of Di- 


ſtreſſed Innocence, to Divine Juſtice. Let no Man preſume becauſe he 
is Great and Powerful, nor Deſpair becauſe he is Low and Poor; for 
the one may Riſe and the other may Fall, and the meaneſt Enemy may 
find a way to a Revenge. Tyranny may. proſpet for a while, 'tis true, 
and under the Countenance of a Divine Permiſſion too, as the Eagle got 
leave here to Depoſite her Eggs (or her Cauſe) in Heaven : But Jupiter's 
Lap it felf, we ſee, is no Final SanQuary for an Oppreſlor. Though 
nothing is more common in the World then to miſtake Providences and 
Judgments , and to call the Wickedeſt and the worſt of Men and of 
Things by Good Names. 


Fas. 
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F a ns. | COCLXXIX. 
An Owl and Little Birds. 


Here goes a Story of an Ow! that was adviſed by the 

Little Birds to Build rather among the Boughs and 

Leaves as they did, then in Walls and Hollow Trees ; and {6 

they ſhew'd her a Young Tender Plant for her Purpoſe. No, 

No, fays the Owl, thoſe Twigs in time will come to be Lim 

and then youre all Loſt if you do but touch 'em. The Birds 

gave little Heed tot, and ſo went on Playing and Churping a- 

mong the Leaves ſtill, and paſſing their Time there in Flocks 

as formerly ; till in the concluſion the Sprizs were all Daubd 

with Lime, and the Poor Wretches clamm'd and taken, Their 

Repentance came now too Late ; but in Memory of this No- 

table Inſtance of the Owls Foreſight, the Birds never ſee an 

Owl to this very Day, but they Flock about her and Follow her, 

as if it were for a New Leſſon. But our Modern Owls have 

| only the Eyes, the Beak and the Plume of the Owls of Athens, 
without the Wiſdom. 


The Moratl 


Good Counſel is loſt upon thoſe that have not the Grace to Hearken tot ; or 
do not Underſtand it , or will not Embrace and Follow it in the proper 
Seaſon. 


REFLEXION. 


Wholeſom Advice is worth nothing, unleſs it be (in Truth,) Given as 
well as taken in Seaſon. This Fable ſhews the Danger and the Miſchief 
of either Rejecting, not Heeding, or not Entertaining it 3 and likewiſe 
at the ſame time, ſets forth how hard a thing it is to faſten Profitable Ad- 
vice upon Men that Indulge themſelves in Eaſe and Pleaſure. They look 
upon it as ſo much time loſt, to employ the Preſent upon the thought of 
the Futurez and fo by one Delay after another, they ſpin out their whole 
Lives, till there's no more Future left before 'em. This Dilatory Humour 
proceeds partly from a Sloathful Lazineſs of Temper 3 as I knew a Man 
that would not be got out of his Bed when the Houſe was afire over 
his Head. Action 1s Death to ſome fort of People, and they'd as live 
Hang as Work. It ariſes in a great meaſure too from an Habitual Heed- 
leſs query ry when Men are fo intent upon the Preſent, that they 
mind nothing elle 3 and Counſel 'is bat caſt away upon them. mngch + 
Pleaſure, and Men of Pleaſure are too Merry to be Wiſe 3 and the cate 
of this Fable is but the common caſe of the World. Wholſom Advice 


comes in at one Ear, and goes out at 'tother, Men, in ſhort, of - 
an 
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and Appetne, have no Foreftght T and ſo Pajapone Prudenge- as a Vertue 
of another Seaſon. | 


— * — 


- AB; CCCLXXX. 
A Gourd and a_ Pine. 


Here was a Gourd Planted clofe*by a Large Well-ſpread 
Pme-: The Scaſon.. was Kindly, and the -Gowrd ſhot. it 
ſelf up in a ſhort.cime, climbing by che Bows, and twiniae a- 
bout, 'em , till it topp'd and coverd. the Tree it ſelf; The 
Leayess were.. Large, and the Flowers and the Fruit fair ; inſo- 
much, that the Gourd had the a__ to value it ſelf aboye 
the Fine, upon. the compariſon. Why fays the Gourd, you have 
been more Years a Growing to this Stature then'I have, beg; 
Days. Well, fays the Pine again , bur after ſo many Winters 
and Summers as I have endured, after ſo many Blaſting Colds, 
and_i\Parching Heats, you ſce;me the, very ſame thing 4till. char 
I was ſo. long ago. + But whe you! gone c0.ahe: thee once, 
the Firſt Blight or Froſt ſhall moſt infallibly bring down that 
Stomach of yours, and ftrip -ye of all your Glory. 
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Tit Gourd here is an Emblem, of Vain Pride and Ingratiade 3 and 
the .Pixe bids Princes and Great:Men have a care what Favourites they 
prefers 20g what; Friend{hips hey Entertain 3. and this for their own 
akys,, pS.,w ll. for the ſake, ot: the Publick. _ He's a; Fogl that takes 
bunk tp he ter , Richer ; Fairer or Better then he, js 3 or that 
reckons any thing is own, which is either bdt Bortow'd! or may be ta- 
ken away next Moment. He that lives barely upon Borrowing, is effeQu- 
ally but a Beggar When his Debts are paid. This Gour4 in-thorr; 15-2 
Proud Upſtart 3 his Growth is quick, but his Continuance ſhort : He va- 
Jues himſelf upon the Feather Anltiis Cap3,and-jin a word, upon thoſe 
F may that a Man of Honour and Subſtance would bluſh at. And no- 
thing elſe will ſerve him n er,” byt |to vypſncellencies with thoſe that 
took him out of the Dir _ , and to elevate himſelf (when a'lls done) 
to the Babopogr of his Sup Ang whar's the J{lge at laſt,ot g&q- 
cquraging theſs Minions, bur | <> iroins of a Scandal npon WY 
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Juſtibe,"'by &'mloſt'Permciovs Example, that%Cends inte 'very Rarvity as 
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FABLES of ſeveral Authors. 


muſt Pine and Wither , that entertain ſuch Hangers-on. This Gowrd in 
fine, is the true Emblem of a Court-Leech ; he Faſtens and Sucks, with. 
out either Mercy or Meaſure, and when he has drawn his Maſter Dry, 
he very fairly drops off, Changes his Party, and (ſo leaves hun. 


Sas CCOCCLAXXATL 
A Raven and Wolves. 


Raven that had waited upon a Herd of Wolves a whole 

Days Ramble, came to 'em at Night for a ſhare of che 

Prey they had got. The Wolves anſwer'd him, that if he had 

gone along with *em for Pure Love, and not for his Gut, he 

ſhould have had his Part : But (faid they) a Dead Wolf if it 

had fo fall'n out, would have fervd a Ravens turn as well as a 
Dead Sheep. 


The MORAL. 


Meft People Worſhip for 'the Loaves, from the very Phoagh-Tayl to the Cro- 
ſrer and Scepter 5, and | the World bows to that that's nppermoſt. | 


s | 
13 


REFLEXION. ISO \ L32911 


'T1s the Intention that qualifies the Action ; neither is it for any Man 
to pretend Merit, or to challenge a Reward for attending his own Bult- 
.neb. - The Raven Dogg'd the Wolves for his Supper : Now if theſe Walves 
themſelves had been. Hounded by a Herd of Tygers, that ſhould have Wor- 
ry'd Them, one ſort of Carrion would have been as good to the Raven, 
as another. This is the Caſe, as well betwixt Man and Man, as of 
Wolves and Ravens, that fack the Blood of thoſe they Follow and De- 
pend upon, under a Pretext of Service and Kindneſs. How many Ex- 
amples have we ſeen of this, among thoſe that follow Courts, and the 
Leaders of thoſe Followers? If the Maſter gets the Better on't, they 
come in for their Snack 3 and if he happens to fall in the Chace, his 
Temporiſing Friends are the Foremoſt to break in upon the Quarry. 
Whether the Wolves Took, or were Taken, was all a cafe to the Keves. 
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Fas. CCCLXXXIL -*: | 
Arton and a Dolphin. : il 711 in 


ha 1 His Famous Ariz” 'was a Great Favourite" of Periander 
- -. the King of Corinth,; he Travelled from thence; into Sr- 

cily and Italy, where he gather'd a great Maſs of:-Treaſure, bes 

gain 
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gain'd over and above the Good-Will and Eiteem of all People 
wherever he came. -'From thence he put himſelf Abord a 
Corinthian Veſlel, to go back again, where he got an inkling a- 
mong the Ships Crew of a Conſpiracy to take away his Lite. 
He Hiſcoursd the Mariners about it, and came in the end to 
this compoirion ; that if he would caſt himfelf preſencly into 
the Sea, and let rhe Confpirators have his Mony, there ſhould 
be no turther Violence offerd to his Perſon. Upon this A- 
greement he obtained Liberty to give them only one Song be- 
fore he Leap'd Overbord ; which he did, and then Plungd 
into the Sea. The Seamen had no thought of his ever com- 
ing up again; but by a Wonderful Providence , a Dolphin 
rook him upon his Back, and carried him off ſafe ro an 
Ifland, from whence he went immediately ro Corinth, and pre- 
ſented himſelf before Periander, juſt in the condition the Dol- 
phin lefe him, and fo told the Story. The King orderd him 
ro be taken into Cuſtody as an Impoſtor 3 but at the ſame time 
cauſed Enquiry to be made after the Ship, and the Seamen thar 
he ſpake of, and to know 1f they had heard any ching of one 
Arion where they had been? They ſaid Yes, and that he was a 
Man of Great Reputation in Italy, and of a Vaſt Eſtate. Up- 
on theſe Words, £rion was Produced before them , with the 
very Harp and Cloaths he had when he Leapt inco the Sea. 
The Men were ſo confounded at the Spectacle, that they had 
not the Face to deny the Truth of the Story. 


The Moratl. 


Mony is the Oniverſal Idol. Profit Governs the World, aud Quid Dabi- 
tis & Tradam may be the Motto : But Providence yet in the Concluſion 
makes all things work for the Beſs. 


REFLEXION. 


SOME Men are worſe than ſome Brutes, and little other than Beaſts 
in the ſhape of Reaſonable Creatures. This Fable ſhews us, that Men of 
Blood will ſtick at no Profitable Villany, but they are Blind, Deaf, and 
Inexorable where Mony's in the caſe. The Charms of Reaſon, Art and 


| Innocence are Loſt upon 'em, and the Sea it ſelf we ſee, had more Pity 


for Arion then the Men. The Dolphin repreſents the Inſtrument of an 
Overruling Providence that interpoſes Miraculouſly to our Deliverance, 
when ordinary Means fail us. The Wonderful Diſcovery in the Conclu. 
lion, ſerves to ſhew us that Myarder will out. h 
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F as CCCLXXMII. 
A Spider and the Gout. 


A Spider that had been at Work a Spinning, went Abroad 
once for a little Country Air to Refreſh her ſelf, and fell 
inro Company with the Gout , that (by the way) had much 
ado to keep Pace with her. When they came at Night to 
rake up their Lodging , very Inquiſitive they were into the 
Character and Condition of their Hoſt : But the Spider with- 
out any more Ceremony , went into the Houſe of a Rich 
Burgher, and fell preſently to her Net-work of Drawing Cob. 
webs up and down from one {1de,of the Room to the other ; 
bur there were ſo many Brooms, and Devilliſh Houſe-wenches 
{till ar hand, that whatever ſhe fet up this Moment, was ſwept 
away the next : So that this miſerable Inſet# was the only Crea- 
ture within thoſe Walls that felt either Want or Trouble, But 
the Gout al] this while, was fain to Kennel in the very Rendez- 
vous of common Beggers, where ſhe was as uneaſy, as Hard 
Lodging, Courſe Bread, and Puddle-Water could make her. 
Atter a tedious and a reſtleſs Night ont, they met again next 
Morning by Sun-Rile , and gave* one another the Hiſtory of 
their Adventure. The Spzdertells tells firſt how Barbarouſly ſhe 
had been usd; how curſedly Nice and Cleanly the Maſter of 
the Houſe was; how umpertinently Diligent his Servants were,e*c. 
And then the Goxt Requited the Spider with the Story of her 
Mortifications too. They were in ſhort, ſo unſatisfied with 
cheir Treatment, that they reſolved to take quite contrary Mea- 
ſures the next Night. The Spider to get into a Cottage, and 
the Gout to look out for a Palace. They did what they Pro- 
pos'd, and never were Creatures better pleasd with their En- 
tertainment. The Gout had her Rich Furniture, Down-Beds, 
Beccafica's, Pheaſants, Partridges, Generous Wines ; the belt in 
fine, of every thing that was to be had for Mony, and all with 
Pure Heart, and Good will as we ſay. The Spider was as much 
at Eaſe on the other hand; for ſhe was got into a Houſe where - 
ſhe might draw her Lines, Work, Spin, Mend what was A- 
miſs, Perfect what ſhe had Begun, and no Brooms, Snares or 
Plots to Interrupt or diſturb her. The Two Travellers after 
this met once again, and upon conferring Notes; they were both 


fo well ſatisfied, that the Goxt crook up a Reſolution for of 
: after 
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afrer to keep Company with the Rich, the Noble, and the 
Voluptuous; and the Spider with the Poor and Needy. What 
Wiſe Man I ſay, upon theſe Terms; would not rather take up 
his Lodging witch che Spider in the Fable here, then with the 
Gout ? 


The MoRaAL, 


An Induſtrions Poverty in a Cell, with Quiet Thoughts, and Sound Sleeps, 
is infinitely to be Prefer'd before a Lazy Life of Pomp and Pleaſure : For 
Courts are but Nurſeries of Diſeaſes and Cares. 


REFLEXION. 


Onz may be very Uneaſie with a Plentiful Fortune, and as Happy iri 
a Mean Condition ; for *tis the Mind that makes us either the one or the 
other. A Luxurions Court is the Nurſery of Diſeaſes 5 it Breeds 'em, 
it Encourages, Nouriſhes and Entertains them. A Plain, an Honeſt, and 
a Temperate Induſtry, contents it felt with a little 3 and who would not 
rather Sleep Quietly upon a Hammock, without either Cares in his Head, 
or Crudiries in his Stomach, then lye Carking upon a Bed of State, with 
the Qualms and Twinges that accompany Surfeits and Exceſs? 


The End of the Fables in the Common School-Book. 


A 


SUPPLEMENT 


FABLES. 


OUT OF 


Phedrus ; Avienus , Camerarims, Neveletus, Apththomus, Gabrias , 
Babrias , Abſtemus , Alctatus , Boccalm , Baudoi, De la Fon- 
taine, Xſope en Belle Humeur, Meſhter, &c. 


F as. CCCLXXXIV. 
A Lamb, a Wolf and a Goat. 


A Wolf overheard a Lamb Bleating among the Goats. D'ye 
hear Little One, (fays the Wolf,) if it be your Dam you 
want, ſhe's yonder ip the Field. Ay (ſays the Lamb,) but I am 
not looking for her that was my Mother for her Own ſake , bur 
for her that Nurſes me up, and Suckles me out of Pure Cha- 
rity, and Good Nature, Can any thing be Dearer to you, ſays 
the Wolf, then ſhe that brought you forth ? Very Right, fays 
the Lamb; and without knowing or caring what ſhe did : And 
pray, what did ſhe bring me forth for too ; but to Eaſe her ſelf 
of a Burden, and to deliver me out of her own Belly, into the 
Hands of the Butcher? I am more Beholden to her that took 
Piry of me when I was in the VVorld already, then to her 
that brought me into'r, I know not how. "Tis Charity , not 
Nature, or Neceſſity that does the Office of a Tender Mother. 


The Moral 


There's a difference betwixt Reverence and —_— the one goes to the 
Charater, and the other to the Perſon, and ſo diſtinguiſhes Duty from 


Inclination. 
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Inclination. Our Mothers brought us into the World ; a Stranger takes 
us up, and Preſerves us in't. So that here's both a Friend and a Parent 
in the caſe, and the Obligation of the one, muſt not deſtroy the Reſpe# 
I owe to the other 5 nor the Reſpe# the Obligation : And none but ant 
Enemy will ad viſe ws to quit either. 


REFLEXION. 


Mex are not fo ſenſible of Laws and Duty, as they are of Kindneſ? 
and Good Nature ; beſide, that the Wolf's Pretence ot Care tor the Poor 
Lam5, was a Charity that began at Home. 

There is an AfﬀedGion of Nature, and that which we call a Filial Duty ; 
and there is an AfeFior that is grounded upon the Moral Conſiderations 
of Benevolence and Fricndſhip. In the one, we lye under an Obligation 
of Reverence and Reſpect to a Parent, be the Father or Mother what 
they will; in the other, we pay a Regard to Civil Acknowledgments and 
Virtue. Nature, and the Principles of Nature muſt be kept Sacred 3 bur 
Men cannot Love to what degree, or whom , or what they pleaſe : So 
that in many Caſes, we pay a Veneration upon One Score, and an Aﬀediort 
upon Another ; and this Fable does very well diſtinguiſh the Gratitude 
from the ReſpeZ. The Wolves Preaching to the Lamb, is no Ill Emblem 
of a Scandalows Minifter, that Diſcredits a very Good Sermon with an 11! 
Life, and gives the Lye to his Dodrin, in his PrafFice. The Wolf took 
the ſame Care of the Lamb, that the Keepers of our Liberties in former 
days did of the Innocent People of Erg/and. They pretended to put 
w_ out of Harms way from others, that they might Devour us them- 
elves. 


F as. CCCLXXXV. 
Jupiter's Altar Robb'd. 


Thief Kindled his Torch at Jupiters Altar , and then 
Robb'\d the Temple by the Light on't. As he was 
Packing away with his Sacrilegious Burden, a Voice, either 
of Heaven, or of Conſcience, Purſud him. The Time will 
come (ſays that Voice) when this Impious Villany of Yours 
ſhall coſt ye Dear ; not for the Value of what you have 
Stoll'n, but for the Contempe of Heaven and Religion , that 
ws ought to have a Veneration for. Jupiter has taken care 
owever to prevent theſe Inſolent Afﬀfronts for the Time to 
come, by an Expreſs Prohibition of any Communication for 


the future, betwixt the Fire upon his Altars, and that of Com- 
mon Uſe. 


The 
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The Moral 


Nothine more Familiar then to cover Sacrilege, Murder, Treaſon, &c. with 
a Text. And we are alſo to learm from hence, that we have no greater 
Enemies many times, then thoſe we have Nurs'd an1 Bred up +, and that 
Divine Vengeance comes ſure at Laſt, though it may be long firſt. 


REFLEXION. ; 


- 

T n= Kindling of a Torch at the Altar, and then Robbing the Church 
by the Light on't, is an Old Invention contriv'd betwixt the World, the 
Fleſh and the Devil ; and will never be out of Date, ſo long as we hold 
any latclligence with the Common Enermes of Mankind. There's nothin 
cuts Religion, like Religion it ſelf : Texts are put up againſt Texts, wn 
one Scripture made to fight againſt another ; inſomuch, that the Rule of 
Faith is Perverted into a Doctrin of Hereſy and Schiſm 3; and the Goſpel 
of Peace is made a Voucher for Sedition and Retellion. There”s nothing 
commoner then to cite Holy Writ for the Overturning of Religion, and 
to Over-rule one Divine Authority with another ; nay, and when all is 
dene, to Juſtifie the Sacrilege of Seizing and Employing the Revenues of 
the Church to Prophane Uſes. And whence comes this Contulion and 
Self-Contradidtion all this while ? but that the Manage of Holy Matters 
falls many times into the Hands of Men of more Polite Curioſity and 
Skill, then Evangelical Zeal and Aﬀed&tion. The School-men have fpun 
the Thread too fine, and made Chriſtianity look liker a Courſe of Philg- 
ſophy, then a Syſtem of Faith , and Supernatural Revelation : So that the 
Spirit of it Evaporates into Niceties and Exerciſes of the Brain ; and the 
Contention is not for Truth, but Victory. The whole Bufineſs in fine, 
is ſour'd into Altercation and Cavil 3 but all muſt be Remitted to the 
Jadgment of the Great Day, when every Man ſhall receive according to 
his Works : And Wo be then to the Church-Robbers that ſhall be found 
among them that ſerve at the Altar. But tis no New Thing for Men that 
cal! themſelves Profeſſors and Diſciples, to Sell and to Betray their Lord 
and Maſter 5 For Men that wear the Livery of the Church, and Eat the 
Bread on't, to offer Sacrilegious Violence to their Holy Mother. And 
this is the caſe of Jupiter's Altar Robbd by the Light of his own Torch : 
When the Houſe of God is Rifl'd and Diſhonour'd by his own Do- 
meſticks 3 that is to ſay, when the Sacrilege is Countenanc'd by the Au- 
thority of a Holy Character, and the Violence ſupported by a Text. 


Fas CCCLXXAVL 
The Crows and the Pigeons. 


Here happen'd a Suit in Law betwixt the Two Fami- 
lies of the Crows and the Pigeons ; but for Quietnels 


ſake, they agrecd upon an Order of Reference , and the Kt 
was 
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was to be Arbitrator. The Cauſe was Heard, and Judgment 
given for the Crows. 


The MoraL. 


Ask my Brother if I'm a Thief. One Criminal upon the Bench, will be 
ſure to bring off another at the Barr. 


REFLEXION. 


INNOCENCY is almoſt ſure to be worſted , wherever it may be A- 
bus'd with Security and Advantage. Guilty or not Guilty, is not ſo much 
the Point in the Caſe here of the Crows and the Pigeons ; for the matter 
in queſtion, is the Perſon or Party, not the FaF. The One's in the Plot, 
let him be never ſo Innocent ; and the other is as white as the Driven 
Snow, let him be never fo Criminal. There are Cabals, lgnoranmns's, Falſe 
Witneſſes, among Men, as well as among Birds, with all the Pompous 
Formalities of Countenancing Fraud and Corruption, with the Sacred 
Name of Juſtice. Set a Kite upon the Berch; and 'tis Forty to one hell 
bring off a Crow at the Barr. Briefly , there is nothing more 1 the 
Iniquity of this Fiftion, then what we ſee every day made good 1n 
common Buſine(s and Practice. *Tis but dreſſing ap a Bird * Prey in his 
Cap and Frurrs, to make a Judge of him; and fo for a Knight of the 
Poſt, 'tis but dubbing him with the Title of a King's Evidence, and the 


Work is done: For in theſe Caſes, Judge, Jury and Witzeſſes are all of 
a Piece. 


F as CCCLXNXXNVII. 
A Gardner and his Landlozd 


A Man that had made himſelf a very Fine Garden, was fo 
Peſterd with a Hare, among his Roots, his Plants, and 

his Flowers, that away goes he immediately to his Landlord, 
(a great Huntſman it ſeems, and tells him a Lamentable Story 
of the Havock that this poor Hare had made in his Grounds. The 
Gentleman takes Pity of his Tenant, and early the next Morn- 
ing goes over to him with all his People and his Dogs abour 
him; They call in the Firſt Place for Breakfaſt, Eat up his 
Victuals, Drink him Dry, and Kiſs his Pretty Daughter into 
the Bargain. So ſoon as they have done all the Milchief they 
can within Doors, out they march into the Gardens to Beat for 
the Hare: and there down with the Hedges ; the Garden-Stuff 
goes all ro Wreck, and not ſo much as a Leaf ſcapes 'em to» 
ward the Picking of a Sallad. Well, (ſays the Gard ner) this 
is 
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is the way of the World , when the Poor ſuc for Relief to 
the Great. My Noble Friend here has done me more Damage 
in the Civility and Reſpect of theſe Two Hours, than the ur- 
rermoſt Spite of the Hare could have done me 1n twice as many 
Ages. 


—. 


The MoRatl. 


Appeals are Dangerous from the Weaker to the Stronger, where the Remedy 
proves many times worſe then the Diſeaſe. 


REFLEXION. 


He that finds himſelf Uneafie , and propoſes to mend his Conditicn 
in what caſe or in what manner ſoever, ſhould do well to fit down and 
Compute within himſelf ; What do I ſuffer by this Grievance ? Can I Re- 
move it or no £ What will it Coſt me? Shall I get or Loſe by the Change > Will 
it be worth my while, or not? Now this is all matter of Courſe in our or- 
dinary Dealings upon the Truck , and in common Bargains; and yet 
where the Peace and Liberty of the Mind , or the Character of a Wiſe 
or a Good Man Iyes at Stake, we take up Reſolutions Hand over Head, 
without Calculating upon the Profit or Loſs of the Thing in Queſtion ; 
as in the Inſtance of the Poor Gard'ner here. He might have Treated a 
Brace of Hares ſure, much Cheaper than a Trowup of Horſemen , with ſo 
many Packs of Dogs, and ſuch a Gang of R»fftans at the Heels of 'em, 
Had not he better have born Wa#”s Nibling of his Plants and Roots now, 
than the Huntſman's Fooling with his Daughter, and the Eating him out 
of Houſe and Home ? The Breaking down of his Fencesz the Laying of 
his Garden Waſt, and taking his Childrens Meat out of their Mouths, 
over and above ? But all this Befel him for want of Deliberating before- 
hand, and ſetting one thing againſt another. Now if the Alluſion of this 
Fable be ſo Inſtruftive to us, and fo neceſlary to be well attended and 
apply'd, even in the common Afﬀairs and Dealings of this World , what 
ſhall that Man fay for himſelf, that's Guilty of the ſame Temerity and 
Imprudence over and over, in the caſe of Temporal and Eternal | Is it 
that we do not Believe the Doctrin of a Future State, or that we do not 
think on't 3 or (which is worſt of all,) that we do not Mind it? for we 
Live as if we were more ſenſible of the Hares, then of the Devils. 


F as. CCCLXXXVIII 
Jupiter's Two Wallets. 


Hen Jupiter made Man, he gave him Two Satchels ; one 

for his Neighbours Faults, 'tother for his Own. Theſe 

Bags he threw over his Shoulders , and the Former he cat- 
ried Before him , the Other Behind. So chat this Faſhion 


came 
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came up a great while ago it ſeems, and it has continued in the 
World ever {ince. 


The MorRaLl 


Every Man Living is Partial in his own Caſe ;, but it is the Humour of 
Mankind to have our Neighbours Faults always in our Eye, and to caſt 
onr own over our Shoulders, out of Sight. 


REFLEXION. 


TnarT which Jupiter does in the Fable, Nature does in the Life. We 
are here admonith'd of a Double Fault 3 want of Charity and Juſtice to- 
ward others, and want of a Chriſtian Scrutiny and Examination into our 
Selves : $o that here's the Sin of DetraQtion in making other People Worſe 
then they are, and the Sin of Pride and Hypocrily, in Boaſting our ſelves 


.to be Better. It were well if we could Place our Tranſzreſſzons out of 


the Ken, as well of our Conſciences as of our. Eyes : But theſe are only A- 
muſements to put off the Evil Day a little longer, that will certainly o- 
vertake us at laſt, The Mythologiſt does well enough however, in Atlign- 
ing that to J«piter, waich we our ſelves are but too prone to do, upon a 
Propenſion of Nature ;, that is to ſay, of Nature Corrupted for there is 
both a Sin and a Frailty in't, to be over Cenſorious of our Neighbours, 
and as Partial to our fclves. 

Ont of Sight, Out of Mind, they fay z and at this rate one Fault is made 
uſe of to Excuſe another. We do not Repert, becauſe we do not Think 
on't ; and fo the Negl«( is made an Excuſe for the Impenitence. We 
live like Spendthrifts, that know themſelves to be deſperately in Debt, 
and dare not look into their Accounts to ſee how the Reck'ning ſtands. 
Nay tis the caſe of too many of us, that we keep no Books neither 
or at the Beſt, do not know where to find them. Self-Love is ſtill at- 
tended with a Contempt of others, and a Common Miſtake of Matters 
at Home as well as Abroad ; for we keep Regiſters of our Neighbours 
Faults and none of their Good Deeds, and no Memorials all this while 
of what we do Amiſs our Selves. But [1 am not as this Publican) is the 
very Top of our Righteouſneſs. 

Thus goes the World, and a Lew'd Praftice it is, for one Man to va- 
luae himſelf upon the Wickedneſs of another: But the Worſt of all is 
yet behind ; that is to ſay, to think our ſelves ſafe, ſo long as we keep 
our Iniquities from the Knowledge of Men, and ont of our own View 
and Memory, without any Awe of that —_ that never Sleeps, and of 
that All-ſeeing Eye and Wiſdom that Obſerves all our Miſ-doings, and 
has them perpetually in his Sight. 
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F a s CCCLXXADYE. 
A King and a Rich Subject. 


A Certain Prince that had a very Wealthy, Over-grown Sub- 
L A ject, found it convenient to make a Traitor of him, provi- 
ded ir could bur Handſomly be brought about : So the Man was 
raken into Cuſtody , and the Kings Evidence produced againſt 
him for Coſults at this Place, and at that, againſt the Life of 
the King, and the Peace of the Government; and for Receiving, 
Comforting, and Abetting the Enemies of the Crown. The 
Man had the Character of a very Loyal Perſon, and People 
were almoſt at their Wits end, to hear of ſo Horrid an Accu- 
ſation againſt him. But the Witneſſes Swore Home, and one 
of them Extream Poſitive, that if his Houſe at that very in- 
{tanc were but narrowly Searchd for Men and Arms, they would 
| find ſuch a Proviſion, that the Modern Diſcoveries at Tichbourn 
and Fl:ixham , were Nothing tot. The Pretended Criminal 
A began now to Moralize upon the Story, and ſo away goes he to 
his Majeſty ; caſts himſelf at his Feet, and promiſes that it he 
might but have as Ample a Pardon, as other Witneſles to Conſults 
have had before him, he would ſhew him the very Bottom of 
the Plot, I cannot deny, ſays he , but I have a great many of 
the Enemies of your Royal Crown and Dignity at this time 
Conceal'd in my Houſe; and if your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed 
to appoint any Perſpn to make Seizure of them, they ſhall be 
immediately Deliyered up. So the Prince Order'd a Squadron 
of his Guards, and a Truſty Officer in the Head of em, to 
go along wxh him. The Gentleman led chem very Frankly 
to his Coffers, and ſhew'd them his Treaſure. Thele are the 
Traytors, fays he, that you are to take care of, and pray be 
pleafd to ſee that they may be kept in ſafe Cuſtody tull they ſhall be 
Delrogred by Due Courſe of Law. 
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The MonRat. : ; 


We may gather from hence, that Riches are many times but a Snare to 15 
ant that Mony makes many a Man a Traytor : But if a Body will Com- 
pound at laſt with his Eſtate to ſave his Life , when he has uothing lef# 
him, he may be at Reſt. For a Certificate of Poverty is as good as & 

- ProteGion. 


REFLEXION 
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- again, what Death did Your Fathe 


v 
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REFLEXION. 


Tnz Story of Ahab and Naboth comes diredly to the Point of this 
Fable 3 that is to fay, as to the King and Subjet, with the Iniquity of 
the Subornation and Practice: Only the one was a Poor Subje, and 
the other a Rich, which does nor one jot alter the Morality of the 
Caſe. The Old Saying, that [_ Mory does all things, | is not much wide of 
the Truth ; for it gives. and it takes away 3 it makes Honeſt Men and 
Knaves ; Fools and Philoſophers 3 and fo forward Mxtatis Matandis, to 
the End of the Chapter. There's not any Corruption in Nature, but 
Mony is at one end on't z The whole World is under the Dominion of 
it 3 tor all things under the Sun are Bought and Sold. Bur as it gives 
Men Repacation, fo it brings People into Snares and Dangers too 3 It 
expoſes them to Faftions, Robbers, Cheats , Knights of the Poſt, and 
the like: It fills their Heads and their Hearts with Cares and Diſquiets. 
And what at laſt are all the Baggs and Poſleffions that Rich Men take 
ſo much Pride and Pleaſure in, but Spunges Depoſited in their own Hands, 
'rill there ſhall be occaſion to Squeeze them for the Publick Ute ! 


C— 


F as. CCCXC. 
A Merchant and a Staman: 


| Merchant at Sea, was asking the Ships-Maſter, what Death 
"N his Father Dyd? He told him chat his Father , his 
Grandfather, and his Great Grandfather were all Drown'd. Well, 
fays the Merchant, and are not you your ſelf afraid of bein 
Drown too? No, not I, fays the Skpper. But Pray, fays tother 
r, Grandfather, and Great 
Grandfather Dye? Why they Dyd all in their Beds, fays the 
Merchant. Very good, ſays the Skypper, and why ſhould I be 


any more afraid of going to Sea, then you are of going to Bed ? 


The MORAL. 


He that troubles his Head with drawing Conſequences from meer Contin- 
gencies, ſhall never be at reſt : And this is further to mind us, that in 
an Honeſt Courſe of Life, we are not to fear Death. 


REFLEXION. 


"Tis much in our own Power how to Live, but not at all when or 
how to Dye : So that our part is only to Submit to Fate, and to 
bid Death Welcom at what Time, and-in what Place or Manner ſoever 
It ſhall pleaſe God to ſend it The Reaſon and the Dodtin of this Fable 
Bbb 2 bs 
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is Clear, Strong and Edifying : We are cither not to Fear Death at all, 
or to Fear it every moment of our Lives; nay, and in all the Form 
that ever it appear'd in, which will put us to ſuch a ſtand, that we ſhall 
not dare even to Live for fear of Dying. We muſt neither Eat, nor 
Drink, nor Breathe, nor Sleep, if we come once to Boggle at Preſidents, 
and at the doing of thoſe things over again, that ever any Man dy'd 
of betore. There 1s not one oe of Lite in fine, but may be our Laſt, 
Beſide, that we Live, not only in the daily Danger of Death, bur in a 
continual Certainty of it : So that the Queſtion is not how, or of what 
this or that Man Dy'd, but the Inevitable Fate and Mortality of Man- 
kind. One Man dies in his Bed, another at Sea, a Third in the Field; 
this Man of one Accident, or Diſtemper, that of another : And what is 
there more in all this now, then ſo many ſeveral ways to the ſame Jour- 
neys End ? There is no ſuch Preſervative againſt the Fear of Death, as 
the Conſcience of a Good Life ; and if we would have it Eafte, we muſt 
make the Thought of it Famihar to us. 


Plan CUCCACL 
Mice, Cat and a Bell. 


| Here was a Devilliſh Sly Cat it ſeems, in a certain Houſe, 


and the Mice were ſo Plagu'd with her at every turn, 
that they call'd a Court to Adviſe upon ſome way to prevent be- 
ing ſurprizd.. If youll be Rul'd by me, (ſays a Member of 
the Board,) there's nothing like Hanging a Bel! about the Cats 
Neck, to give Warning betore-hand , when Puſs is a coming. 
They all lookt upont as the beſt Contrivance that the Cale 
would bear. Well (ſays another) and now we are agreed upon 
the Bell, fay who ſhall put it about the Cats Neck. There was 
no body in fine that would Undertake it, and fo the Expedienc 
tell co the Ground. 


The Moral 
The Boldeſt Talkers are not always the Greateſt Doers. 


REFLEXION. 


Taris 1s the courſe of the World, to the very Life, we can never 
want Adviſers and Councellors in Matters of the Greateſt Hazzard : But 
let the Reaſon be never fo clear, we are (till at a Loſs for an Inſtrument 
to put Dangerous Projetts in Execution. 

Defperate Cafes require Deſperate Remedies ; but let the Hazzard of 
this or that Part of a Body be what it will, it is matter of Duty, Ju- 


[tice and Policy to conſult the Good of the whole. It was the lntereſt - 
the 
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the Mice to have a Bell! put about the Cats Neck, and they all agreed 
upon't to be a very good Expedient : But when it came to the Iſſue, the 
Counſel fell to the Ground for want of one to put it in Execution. This 
is no more then what we ſee frequently in diffculties of State z but the 
true Reaſon of failing in that Caſe, proceeds rather from ſome Failings in 
the Adminiſtration , then trom any want of neceflary Inſtruments. As 
for the purpoſe, where Reward and Puniſhment are Inverted, and where 
Men of Faith and Zeal for the Honour and Service of the Common- 
wealth are only made Sacrifices to the Paſſions and Intereſts of the Cor- 
rupt and Fearful. Where Matters are thus Manag'd, I fay, every Man is 
not of a Conſtitution to Leap a Gulf for the Saving of his Country : Ef- 
pecially, when over and above the certainty of Ruin, Men are no leſs 
ſure of having their very Names and Memories abandon'd to Infamy and 
Contempt for their Pains : But on the other Hand, where Chriſtian as 
well as Political Juſtice has its Courſe, every part of the Community 
ſuffers by Conſent with the whole : And ſach a Government in the utter- 
molt of Extremities, ſhall never fail of Devotes; 
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F a s CCCXCII: 
Uſurers and Curriers. 


Parcel of Curriers fell into Company with a Gang of U- 

ſurers, and paſt this Complement upon 'em ; what a Blef- 
ſing they accounted it co meet with ſo many Worthy Men of 
their own Trade. One of the Uſurers was a Head Man of the 
City, it ſeems, and took it 'a_little in Dudgeon to be Rank'd 
Cheek by Joul with a Scab of a Currter ; and fo ask'd one of 'em 
what he meanr, by ſaying they were all of a Trade? Nay, I 
muſt confeſs, ſays the Fell-monger, there is ſome Difference yes 
betwixt your Trade and ours ; for we deal .but in Flaying of 
Dead Horſes, and Jſſes, and the People of your Trade Flay L:- 


Ping Men. 


The MorRaAL 


A Reproof has more Effet when it comes by a ſide Wind, then if it were 
Levell'd diredly at the very Vice or Perſon. 


REFLEXION. 


'T1s a very great Miſtake in the World, to give Reputation to many 
Unconſcionable and notorious Practices, that ought rather to be Puniſbed. 
One would try all ways of ſetting People Right in their Wits and Man- 
ners: Authority and Friendſhip works upon ſome 53 Dry and Sober Rea- 
lon works upon others : But theſe Means are only effetual, where there's 
Pl:.ce for Modeſty and Conſcience. Some are reclaim'd by Puniſhment 
ſome 
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fome by Example, and ſome again are ſer Right by Good Nature, or up- 
on Second Thoughts : But there are a fort of Men that will not be Rea- 
ſon'd into their Senſes, and may yet be Laugh'd or Droll'd into them. A 
Jeſt works more many times then a Text. Every Man, in fine, has a Yield- 
1g Side, if a Body could but hit upon't: The Figure of a Carrier ap- 
plied to an Uſarer , ſinks deeper with him , then all the Woes in Holy 
Scripture, upon the Topick of Grinding the Faces of the Poor. Mea muſt 
Angle for Converts as they do for Fiſhes. There's no: good to be done, 
without fitting the Bait to the liking of the Fiſh, and to the Courſe of the 
Seaſon : As the Carrier here ſtruck the Uſurer upon the Right Vein. 


F a Bs. CCCXCIIL 
Two Travellers of Differing Humours. 


Here were Two Men together upon a Journy , of very 
Diftering Humours ; one of them went Slugging on, 
with a Thouſand Cares and Troubles in his Head, Exclaiming 
over and over, Lord, what ſhall I do to Live! 'Tother Jogg'd Met- 
rily away, and left his Matters to Providence and Good For- 
tune. Well. Brother ( fays the Sorrowful Wight, ) How cas 
g0u be ſo Frolick now 2 As I am a Sinner, my Hearts Cen ready to 
break for fear 1 ſhould want Bread. Come, come, ſays-tother, 
Fall Back, Fall Edge, the Reſolution's taken, and my Minds ar 
Reſt. What Reſolution,ſays his Companion ? why a Reſolution, 
ſays he, to make the beſt Shift 1 can, and commit my ſelf to 
Heaven for the Reſt. Ay, but for all that, ſays tother again, 
I have known as Reſolute People as your ſelf, that their Con- 
fidence has Deceivd them in che Concluſion ; and fo the Poor 
Man fell into another Fir of Doubting, and Muling , 'cill he 
ſtarted out of it all on a fudden: Good Lord, fays he, what if 1 
ſhould fall Blind ! and fo he walk'd a good way before his Com- 
panion with his Eyes ſhut, to try how *twould be, if thar 
Misfortune ſhould befall him. In this Interim his Fellow-Tra- 
veller that follow'd him, found a Purſe of Mony upon the way, 
which made good his DoCtrin of leaving things to Providence ; 
whereas the other miſs'd that Encounter, as a Puniſhment of 
his Diſtruſt ; for the Parſe had been His, if he had not put 
himſelt out of condition of Seeing it. 


Fhe MORAL. 


He that commits himſelf to Providence, is ſure bf a Friend in time of need; 
while an Anxious Diſiruſt of the Divine Goodneſs, makes a Man = 
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and more Unworthy of it 3; and Miſerable beforehand , for fear of being 
ſo afterward. 


REFLEXION. 


Taz Two oppoſite Humours of a Chearful Truſt in Providence, and 
a Suſpicious Diftdence of it, with the ordinary Effe&ts and Conſequences 
of the one and the other, are very well ſet forth here for our Inſtruction 
and Comfort. The Divine Goodneſs never fails thoſe that Depend up- 
on it, provided that according to the Advice of Hercules to the Carter, 
they put their own Shoulders to the Work. | 

The moſt Wretched fort of People under the Sun, are your Dreamers 
upon Events 3 your Foreboders, Suppoſers, and Putters of Caſes : They are 
ſtill Calcularing within Themſelves, What it this, or that Calamity, Judg- 
ment or Diſaſter ſhould befall them 3 and fo they form it in their own 
Imagination, for fear it ſhould come another way. It is moſt certain, 
that what we Fear, we Feel; beſide that Fancy breeds Miſery as Natu- 
rally as it does the Small Pox. Set a Whimſical Head agog ofice upon 
Sprights and Goblins, and he'll be ready to Squirt bis Wits at his own 
Shadow. Vle ſuppoſe my ſelf Blind,) fays one of the Travellers,) and 
try what will come on't : And what is this more then the Experiment ma- 
ny and many a Man makes in the World 2 Well, I ſhut my Eyes, | Stumble, 
I Loſe my Way, Break a Leg or an Arm perhaps 3 ſtep over a Bag of Mo- 
ny, for him to find that comes after me with his Eyes open: In one Word, 
I flip my Fortune in a Fantaſtical Freak, to no manner of Purpoſe but 
for my own Ruin. There is no ſurer Remedy for this Superſtitious and 
Deſponding Weakneſs, then firſt to Govern our ſelves by the beſt Im- 
provement of that Reaſon which Providence has given us for a4 Guide 3 
and then when we have done our own Parts, to commit all Chearfully 
for the reſt, to the good Pleaſare of Heaven, with Truſt and Reſignation. 
Why ſhould not I as well Comfort my: felt with the Hope of what may 
be, as Torment my ſelf with the Feat on't ? He that Diſtruſts God's Pro- 
vidence, does effc(tually put himſelf out of his Protection. 


Ss 


F as. CCCXCIV. 
An Agreement between the TUoIves and the Dogs. 


—_ Wolves found themſelves in a great Straight once how 
to deal with the Dogs ; they could do well enough with 
em one by one they ſaw, but were {till worſted and overborn 
by Numbers. They took the Matter into Debate , and came 
at laſt to this concluſion, That unleſs they could make a Party 
among them , and by a Parcel of Fair Words and Pretences, 
engage them in a Confederacy againſt their Maſters and Them- 
ſelves , there was no good to be done in the matter, Upon 
this, they ſent out their Spies among the Dogs, with Inſtructions 
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to goto thoſe among them that were neareſt their own Make, 
Size and Colour, and to reaſon the matter with them, after 
this or the like manner. (Why ſhould not we that are all of ; 
Colour, and in a manner all of a Kind , be all of a Party too, and 
all of an Intereſt 2 Towll ſay perhaps, that your Maſters, and your 
Fellows may take it Ill, and pick a Quarrel with ye. Well, and 
what will they be able to make ont then, againſt You and Us to- 
gether 2 If it comes to that once, "twill be but One Puſh for all, and 
the Work ts done. This Diſcourſe wrought as well as Heart could 
wiſh ; for a great many of the Wolf-Colour d-Dogs cry'd out, Well 
Mowd upon't, and ſo went over to the other {ide : And what 
came on't at laſt , but that after the Dogs had Deſerted , the 
Wolves Worryd one Part of their Enemies by the help of the 
Currs that went over to them; and they were then ſtrong enough 
to deſtroy the Revolters themſelves. 


The M ok a L. 
A Houſe divided againſt itſelf, cannot ſtand. 


REFLEXION. 


T 11s Fiftion may be matched with a Thouſand common Caſes, where 

Parties are divided with FaGtions from Abroad, into Feuds and Animo- 

fities among themſelves. *Tis an eafie matter to form and to invent Spe- 

cious Colours and Arguments to all manner of Purpoſes, and to Paradox 

the Multitude into what Opinion any Man pleaſes, that is but a Maſter 

of Art, and Addreſs, and in any fort of Credit with the Mobile ; for 'tis 

not the Reaſon of the thing in Queſtion, but Paſſion and Prejudice that 

\ Governs 1n the Cafe. What will not Ignorance and Credulity ſwallow, 
if they can be but once prevail d upon to Believe, that it is the common 

Intereſt of all the Dogs, for one part of them to enter into an Alliance 

with the Wolves againſt the other; and to draw Inferences from the 

Complexion of the Miniſters, to the Reaſon of the Government 3 as the 

Wolf-Colowr of the Dog is made an Argument for a Refemblance in the 

Nature of them : But the very Propoſition points out the ready way to 

Deſtrudtion : and the dividing of the Guards, leads manifeſtly, Firſt to 

the Worrying of one another z and Secondly to the utter Ruin of the 

whole : Only the Dogs of the Conſpiracy are to be Laſt Eater. The Wolves 

Propofal was Prafticable and Natural enough, and a Perfe& Emblem of 

the Confafions and Politicks abroad 'in the World. The Wolves fit in 

Counſel, and ſo does the Cabal; and the Subje& matter of Both their 

Debates is Diviſen. The one ſends out their Spies and their Agents, to 

Tamper and Seduce the Dogs from their Faith and Duty : The other have 
their Inſtruments at work too, in their Clubs and Pulpits, and to ſtagger 
the People in their Allegiance. The Dogs are to be Dehanch'd 3 that 1s to 
fay,the Guards are to be Corrupted : The Wolf-Golowr'd Curs to be dealt with 
in the Firſt Place 3 that is to ſay, thoſe Courtiers, Officers, Soldiers, = 
OLNRETS 
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others that have ſomewhat of Agreement in Principle and Perſuaſion with 
the Common Enemy. Nay, and the very ſame Argument is put in their 
Mouths too, We are all of a Golowr : And what's the Iflue of all this at laſt, 
but the ſame Fate to the People where theſe Liberties are taken, that at- 
tended the Dogs and the Sheep here in the Fable ? 


FE a» COCRCEF. 
A TWolf curn'd Shepherd. 


Here was a Crafty Wolf that Dreſs'd himſelf up like a Shep- 
herd, with his. Crook, and all his Trade about him, to 
the very Pipe and Poſture. This Maſquerade ſucceeded fo well 
with him, that in the Dead of the Night once, when the Men 
and their Dogs were all faſt Aſleep , he would be offering at 
the Shepherd's Voice and Call too: But there was ſomewhat of a 
Howle 1n the Tone, that the Country preſently took an Alarm at; 
and fo they fell in upon him in his Diſguiſe ; when he was fo 
Shackled and Hamper, that he could neither Fight nor Fly. 


The MoRaAL 


'Tis the higheſt Pitch of a Publick, Calamity, when the People are Worry'd 
and Seduc'd by thoſe that ſhould Prote and Inſtru# them. No Impoſtor 
is ſo Exquiſite, as not to lye open ſome way or other to a Diſcovery. 


REFLEXION. 


'TH1s is in ſome fort the Reverſe of Boccalini's Advice from the Weſt- 
Indies ;, that the Spaniards Dogs there that were ſent to -Preſerve their 
Flocks from Wolves, were grown Wolves themſelves. Now here's a Wolf 
tarn'd Shepherd, with the ſame Deſign, only better Dreſsd up : Forthere 
is no Treachery ſo Plaulible , as that which is cover'd with the Robe of 
a Guide or Governor. Nothing llke a Mercenary Bar-Gown to make a 
Sedition Warrantable 3 nothing like an Aſſembly of Pye-BaPd Divines, to 
make it a Point of Conſcience 3 and nothing again like a Popular Ordi- 
nance, to make it both Law and Goſpel. There are hardly any more 
Dangerous Inſtruments of Miſchief, then Corrupt Officers and Miniſters, 
that Abuſe their Authority , commit Publick Violence in their Maſters 
Name, and do Wrong under a colour of Right and Juſtice. But this 
does not come up yet to the Force and Point of the Fiftion 3 for 'tis 
one thing to abuſe a Lawful Authority, to the Degree of Tyranny and 
Opprelſion 3 and it is another thing to exerciſe a worſe Tyranny and Op- 
preſton, without any Authority at all. The Wolf turd Shepherd, is on- 
ly an Oſarper in the Shape of a Proteor 3 a Perſecuter under the Cloak 
of a Governor z a Creature that's Cruel and Falſe by Nature, in Oppoſi- 
t0n to all the Methods of Piety and good Manners: So that here's all 

Ccc ſamm'd 
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jumm'd up in a few Words, to make the caſe Miſerable and Shamety]. 
The Morality in fine, of this Fable, may be fairly enough apply'd to the 
Errors on Both Hands: That is to fay, of thoſe that put a Lawful Arths. 
yity upon the Stretch, to the Abuſe of that Power, under the Colour of 
Prerogative 3 and of thoſe that take upon them to Exerciſe the Offices of 
Power, without any Right tot at all. But the Sheep however are well 
Guarded in the mean time, that have a Wolt for their Keeper. 


at 
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F an. CCCXCVL 
An Aſs and a Lion. 


N Old Time, when a Generous Beaſt made more Conſcience 
of his Word then many a Modern Chrittian has done of an 
Oath ; a Lion ſhook Hands with an 4ſs, and ſo they agreed 
upont to Jog on up and down in the Woods, Lovingly and 
Peaceably together. As they were upon this Adventure, they 
diſcoverd a Herd of Wolves ; the Aſs immediately fers up. a Ht- 
deous Bray; and fetches a Run at them Open Mouth, as if he 


\, would have Eaten 'em. The Wolves only Snear'd at him for 


his Pains, but Scamper'd away however as hard as they could 
drive. By and by comes the Aſs back again, Pufhng and Blow- 
ing from the Chaſe. Well, fays the Lim, and what was that 
Horrid Scream for, I prithee ? Why ſays 'rother,) 1 frighten'd 
em all away, you fee. And did they run away from you, fays 
the Lion, or from me, d'ye think ? 


The MORAL 


Noiſe and Bluſter is ſo ſar from doing Buſineſs, that inſtead of Awing and 
Frighting . People, it ſerves only to make them Sport , when the Vanity 
of it comes to be Diſcover d. 


REFLEXION. 


THERE are Braying Men in the World, as well as Braying Aſſes 3 for 
what's Lou1 and Senſcleſs Talking, Huffing, Damming and BlaF 
pheming, any other then a more faſhionable way of Braying ? Only the 
one 1s that to the Ear, which the other is to the Mind, and a Man may 
berter endure the Shocking of his Senſe, then the Afﬀronting of his Rea- 
ſon. The Lion, 'tis true, might have kept better Company ; but ſo long 
as it was only for his Diverfion, it gives us to Underſtand how far Great 
Men may be allow'd to make themſelves Merry with B»ffoors. The Wolves 
running away from the Aſs, while the Lion was looking on, tells us in the 
Allegory, that Favourite Aſſes have the Privilege of Favorite Dogs 3 they 


may Snap and Snarl where they pleaſe, Gratis : Bur 'tis for their _" 
ake 
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ſake at laſt, that they come off with a whole Skin. And whar' the Iſſue 
now of all this Noile in the Concluſion , but the making of the Noiſe- 
Maker ſtill the more Ridiculous ? 


Fas CCCXCVIL 
An Ape and a Mountebank. 


Here was a Mowntebank Trickd up as Fine as a Lord; a 
certain pe, that had a Mind to ſet up for a Beau, ſpies 
him out, and nothing would ferve him, but he muſt have a 
Suit and Dreſs after the ſame Pattern ; he prefsd the Quack 
fo hard for'r, that at laſt he told him plainly, Upon condition, 
fays he, that you ſhall wear a Silver Chain about your Neck, 
Ill give ye the very Fellow on't; for youll be running away 
with your Livery elſe. Jack agrees tot, and is preſently rigg'd 
out in his Gold and Silver Lace, with a Feather in's Cap, and 
as Figures go now a-days, a very pretty Figure he made in the 
World, I can aſſure ye ; though upon Second Thoughts, when 
the heat of the Vanity was over, hs grew Sick of his Bargain ; 
for he found that he had fold hs Liberty for a Fools Coat. 


The MORAL 


"Tis with ws in our Lives, as with the Indians in their Trade, that truck 
Gold and Pearl, for Beads and Glaſſes. We part with the Bleſſmgs of 
Both Worlds for Pleaſures , Conrt- Favours, and Commiſſions z and at 
laſt, when we have ſold our ſelves to our Luſts , we grow Sick of onr 


Bargain. 
REFLEXION. 


A. Vain Fool can hardly be more Miſerable then the Granting of his 
own Prayers and Wiſhes would make him. How many Spectacles does 
every Day afford us, of Apes and Mowntebanks in Gay-Coats, that paſs in 
the World for Philoſophers, and Mex of Honoxr ; and it is no wonder for 
one Fool to value himſelt upon the fame Vanity , for. which he eſteems 
another. He that Judges of Men and of things by Senſe, Governs him- 
ſe}lt by Senſe too ; and he that well conſiders the Practices and Opinions 
of the Age he lives in, will find, that Folly and Paffion have more Dilſci- 
ples then Wiſdom and Vertue. The Feather in a Fools Cap, is a Fools 
Inclmation 3 nay, it is his Ambicion tooz for he that meaſures the Cha- 
rater of another Man by his Outſide, ſeldom looks further then) the 
Buſ'neſs of Dreſs and Appearance in himſelf Beſide, that Ill Examples 
work more upon us then Good , and that we are Forwarder to imitate 
the one, then to Emulate the other. This' now is the Higheſt Pitch of 
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Infelicity, when we do not only ſquare our Lives in General, according 
to Vicious Preſidents, but ſet our Hearts in particular (with the Fanta- 
ſtical Ape here,) upon this or that Extravagance. No other Sort of Fool 
would pleaſe him, then the very Counter-part of this Quack. His Miſtake 
was double; Firſt, he plac'd an Opinion of Happineſs where there was 
no Ground at all to expeCt it. Secondly, he parted with his Liberty in 
Exchange tor't 5 which is the ſame thing with Trucking the Greateſt Bleſ- 
ſing of Human Nature for the Handy-Work of a Taylor. 
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Fas CCCXCVIIL 
2Goys and Frogs. 
Company of Waggiſh Boys were Watching of Frogs at 


the tide of a Pond, and {till as any of em put up their 
, theyd be Pelting them down again with Stones. Chil- 
dren, (ſays one of the Frogs,) you never Conſider, that theugh 
this may be Play to you, "tis Death to us. 


The MORAL. 


Hard-heartedneſs and Cruelty is not only an Inhuman Vice, but worſe then 
Brutal : For ſuch Men take Delight in Blood, which Beaſts ſpill only in 
Self-Defence, or in caſe of Neceſſuty to ſatisfy Hunger. 


REFLEXION. 


'T 1s a Dangerons and an Ill Natur'd Liberty, the Wonting or the Suf- 
fering of Children to play with Birds and Flies. The Cudgelling of 
Shroving-Cocks is a Barbarous Cuftom 5 and fo is the common Licenſe that 
Roguy Boys take in the Streets, of Tearing and Tormenting of Puppies 
and Kitlings. The very Sport is Cruelty ; tor *tis no longer a Laughing 
Matter, when the Life of a Creature comes to be concern'd. This is a 
Freedom not to be endur'd, ſo much as in the Spectacle , but much leſs 
to be Approv d or Praftic'd, eſpecially by thoſe that are Born and Train'd 
up to any confiderable Figure in a Government : For Hard-heartednels 
in Boys, will be Brutality and Tyranny in Men. Softneſs and Tender- 
neſs of Nature, are the Seeds of a Generous Humanity : Provided al- 
ways that Children be taught to diſtinguiſh betwixt a Benignity and a 
Facility of Diſpoſition, and that they may not confound Gracious with 
Effeminate. By this means there may be a Foundation laid of worthy 
Thoughts, which will ripen in due time into Gforions Actions and Ha- 
bits, ro qualify Men for the Honour and Service of their Country. This 
Foundation, 1 ſay, of a Pious and a Virtaous Compaſlion, will Diſpoſe 
Men afterward, inſtead of adding Aﬀidtion to Affliction, and of Grinding 
the Faces of the Weak and Innocent, to Miniſter Protection to thoſe that 
are Oppreſled. 
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Þ a «n  COLALESE 
A Conncil of Beaſts. 


He Beaſts (a great while ago,) were ſo haraſsd out with 
Perperual Feuds and FaEtions, that they call'd a General 
Council, 1n the nature of a Commuttee of Grievances, to Advice up- 
on ſome way for the Adjuſtiag of Differences, in order to a 
Publick Peace. After a great many Notable things faid upon 
the Debate, Pro and Con, the Hares at laſt , (according to the 
Printed Vines of thoſe Days,) Deliver'd their Senſe to this Effect : 
There can never be any Quiet in this World, ſo long as one 
Beaſt ſhall be Allow'd Nails, Teeth, or Horns, more then A- 
nother ; but the Weaker will be {till a Prey to the Stronger : 
Wherefore we humbly propoſe an Unrverſal Parity , and that 
we may be all upon the ſame Level, both for Dignity and 
Power ; for we may then, and not till then, promiſe our 
ſelves a Bleſſed Stare of Agreement, when no one Creature ſhall 
be able to Hurt another. 


- 


The M ORAL. 


The Mobile are ſtill for Levelling 3 that is to ſay, for Advancing them- 
ſelves : For 'tis as Broad as 'tis long , whether they Riſe to others, or 
bring others down to them. Bejide, that the Dotrin of Levelling ſtrikes 
at the very Order of Providence. 


REFLEXION. 


'T1s a Fooliſh thing for People to talk Boldly, without a Power to 
Execute 3 for upon the Upſhor, they ſerve only for ſport to their Supe- 
riors. The World is like to be well Govern'd, where thoſe that have 
neither Reſolution nor Courage, ſhall take upon them to give Laws to'r : 
When Fools ſhall correct the Works of the Heavenly Wiſdom, and 
paſs Reviews upon the Order of the Univerſe. It might be every jot as 
Cheap, New-made as Mended 3 and the whole Creation taken to Pieces 
and Rebuilt, as any part of the Work of Providence Improv'd. It God 
Pronoune'd npon every thing that he made, that it was Good, who ſhall 
preſume to think he can make it Better ? 

The Queftion is the Procuring of an Univerſal Peace; and the Hares are 
of Opinion that the Diſarming of Lions, Tigers, &c. and the bringing of 
Matters to a Level, would do the Work. Let it be now er'd, 
that there is an Ambition in the very Afﬀe&ation of that Equality z for 
tis as Broad as 'tis long, whether the other ſhall be brought down, or 
they themfelvesAdvan'd. *Tis Sottiſh, 1 ſay, to offer at things that can- 
not be brought about 3 it is Wicked to meddle towards the Alkenng or 
Unſerhng 
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Unſetling of Things Sacred ; and it is a Madneſs for the Weaker to talk 
of Binding the Hands of the Stronger. The Simple are not to dire& the 
Wiſe, nor the Inferiors to impoſe upon thoſe that are Above them. 'Tis 
Nonſenſe to ſuppoſe a Level in the ſeveral Parts of the Univerſe, when 
the very Frame of it is only an Orderly Pite, or Scale of one thing a- 
bove another. X 

Now there are Hares in Councils and in Commiſſions of State, as well 
as in Fields, and in Fables, where the Multitude are for Levelling too, 
and for Paring the Claws, and Drawing the Teeth of Governors, as well 
as of Beaſts, The True Engliſh of leaving no Power to do Hurt, is the 
leaving no Powerto do Good neither; and to make ſhort Work on't, the 
leaving #0 Power at all. 'Tis a Juggle of the Levellers, (ſays Mr. Selden,) 
They would have no body Above them, they ſay, but they do not tell ye they'd 
have no body Onder then. 


F as. CCCC. 
A Cock and a For-Caſe. 


"JP Here was a Fox-Caſe ſet up near a Hen-Rooft, to hold forth 
the DoCctrin of Terror and Example. A Cock ſpy'd it, 
and ſcour'd away fromt, as fait as his Legs and his Wings 
could carry him , and the Birds hooted at him for't. Hark 
ye my Maſters, (ſays he,) there are Live-Foxes as well as Dead 
Ones, by che Token one of 'em had me by the Back bur tother 
day, and a Thouſand Pound to a Nut-ſhell I had never got off 
again. And pray tell me now, if any of you had but been in my 
condition , whether the very Print of a Foxes Foot would not 
have ſtarted ye ; and much more the Image of him in his Sk. 


The Moral. 
The Burnt Child Dread: the Fire. 


REFLEXION. 


W x find this to be true upon daily Experience, that narrow Eſcapes 
out of great Dangers, make People take Alarmms at leſs ; eſpecially of 
the ſame Kind. One had better be Laugh'd at for taking a Fox.Caſe for 
a Fox, then be Deſtroy'd by taking a Live-Fox only tor a Caſe. The 
very Fancy has ſomewhat of Reaſon in't, for *tis but a Meaſuring Call, 
upon fach a Suppofition as this, whether it proves the one or the other. 
A Lark, we ſee will Dare at a Painted Hobby. 1 fing'd the Tocsof an 
Ape through a Burning Glaſs my ſelf once, and he would never be brought 
to Endure the fght of a Purning-Glaſfs after. I knew another Ape that 


was Shot behind his Maſter in the Long Rebellion here, and would n= 
after 
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after that, Endure the ſight of a Piſtol. Now there's no more in all this, 
then what's Nataral, Reaſonable and Familiar. 


F ay: CCCCI. 
A Cobler turn'd Doctor. 


| Bungling Cobler that was ready to Starve at his own Trade, 


Force of Sour Looks, and Hard Words, Conjures himſelf into 
ſome ſort of Reputation with the Common People. His Maſter- 
piece was a Compoſition that he Bi/d about, under the Name 
of a Soverezgn Antidote. This Phytician came in time to fall 


Sick himſelt, and the Governor of the Place gave him a Viſit. 


He calls for a Cup, and a Doſe of his Antidote , puts a little 
Fair Water int, under a Pretence of ſo much Foifon ; ſtirs 
it together, and gives it his Patient. This (fays he) 1s only to 
try the Force of your Medicine; and if you outlive ir, Ile give 
ye a confiderable' Sum of Mony for your Receic. The poor 
Quack had more care of his Life then of his Credit, and ſo for 
fear of being Poyſond, told the whole Truth of the Matter, 
and how he came to be a Phyſician. The Governour upon this 
Diſcovery, call'd the People together, and bad them conſider 
the Folly and Madneſs of their Confidence, that would venture 
the Patching up of their Carcaſes, upon the Skill of an Igno- 
rant Fellow, that no body that knew him would truſt fo much 
as with the Mending of a pair of Old Shoes. 


The Morit. 


There's Quacking i all Trades : Bold Ignorance paſſes upon the Multitude 
for Science, and it is with Men as 'tis with Brutes, ſome are to Eat, and 
others to be Eaten. Confident Knaves, live upon Credulons Fools. 


REFLEXION. 


| No Fable can bePleafant, Profitable or [nſtruftive in Emblem, that 
1s not drawn to the very Life of Nature z and we have a Horror for the 
Monſtrous Productions of the Brain, as well as for thoſe of the Body. 
Wheretore the Teſt of an Edifying Parable, is a Congruity of the Moral 
to the Lines of PraCtice, and to the Image of Truth. The Reſemblance 
rult be Touching, and a Man muſt have a Feeling of it to be Mov'd with 
it, *Tis never right, *till I can ſay to my ſelf, How many Inſtances have [ 
ſeen in the World of this Cobler turn'd Doffor > How many Underlayers, 
that 


changes his Quarter, and ſets up for a Do&or; and by the - 


CA 
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mY 


that when they could not live upon their Trade, have raisd themſelves 
from Cobbling to Fluxing , and taken upon them to caſt the Water of a 
Body Politick, as well as of a Body Natural ? This minds me of a Cob. 
bling Colonel of Famous Memory, ( and he was a Stateſ-man too of the 
Long Parliament Edition,) to a Lady of Quality in Ireland. She had been 
ſo terribly Plunder'd, that the Poor Woman went almoſt Barefoot : And 
as ſhe was Warming her Feet once in the Chimny Corner, the Colonel 
took notice that her Shoes wanted Capping 3 Lord, Madam, (ſays he,) Why 
dye wear no Better Shoes > Why truly Sir, ſays ſhe, all the Coblers are turn'd 
Colonels, and I can get no body to Mend 'em. Now to do Right to the 
Apologue ;, there are ſeveral Remarkable Inmendo's in't : Here's Firſt a 
Coxcomb that Commences DoFor. Secondly, A kind of an Individunm Va. 
gum, drelsd up in the Charatter of a Man of Quality. Thirdly, From 
being ready to Starve, Himſelf, he makes a very good Living out of the 
Privilege of Poyſoning and Deſtroying other People. Fourthly, It gives 
us to Underſtand the Force of Impudence on the one hand, and of lg- 
norance on the other; for what was it but the Brazen Face of the Quack, 
afliſted by the Sillineſs of the Mobile, that Advanc'd this Upſtart from the 
Stall to the Stage ? It is not to be Imagin'd the Power of Tumour and 
Pretence, Bold Looks, Hard Words, and a Supercilious Brow, upon the 
Paſhons of the Multitude. To ſay the Truth on't, we are imposd upon 
by Botchers, and Men of Forehead, without Common Senſe, in all Trades 
and Profeſſions , even to the Venturing of Soul, Body, Lite and Eſtate 
upon their Skill, Honeſty and Credit. Can any Man look about him in 
the World now, and caſt his Eye and Thought upon Every-days Inſtances 
of ſome of theſe wonderful Improvements and Converſions , without 
Saying to Himſelf, The Mythologiſt Pointed at all theſe Men in this Fable? 
For it holds as well from Foppery to Policy ; from Baſeneſs to Honour, and 
from Beeger ro Super ſluity , as from Patching ro Purgine, and from the 
Stall to the Orinal. Bur a Tryal of Skill at laſt puts him paſt his Latin; 
and when it comes to that once, he'll have more Wit then to Venture 
his Lite upon his Aztidote. 


— —_ — _ - —— 


F ag CCCCII. 
A Cobler and a Financier. 


Here was a Droll of a Cobler that led a Life as Merry as 

the Day was Long, and Singing and Joking was his De- 
light. Bur it was not altogether fo well with a Neighbour of 
his, though a Great Officer in the Treaſury ; for there was no 
Singing, nor hardly any Sleeping under his Roof; Or if he 
lappend to Doze a little now and then in a Morning , tWas 
Forty to One the Jolly Cobler Wak'd him. How often would 
he be Wiſhing to Himſelf that Sleep were to be bought in che 
Market as well as Meat and Drink ! While his Head was 
working upon this Thought, the Toy took him in the Crown 
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to ſend for the Songſter. Come Neighbour , ſays he, thou 
livit like a Prince here, How much a Year canſt chou ger by 
thy Trade ? Nay, Faith Maſter , fays the Cobler, I keep no 
Count-Books ; but if I can get Bread from Hand to Mouth, 
and make Even at the Years End ; I never trouble my ſelf for 
ro Morrow. Well, ſays the Officer , but if you know what 
you can Earn by the Day, you may eaſily cal up what that 
comes to a Year : Ay, fays he, but that's more or lels as it falls 
out ; for we have ſuch a World of Holy-Days, Feſtrvals, and 
New Sants, that tis a Woundy Hindrance to a Poor Man that 
Lives by his Labour. This Dry, Blunt Way , took with the 
Othcer, and ſo he went on watch him : Come my Friend, ſays 
he, You came into my Houſe a Cobler, what will you fay now, 
if I ſend you out on't an Emperor? and ſo he put a Purſe of 
a Hundred Crowns into his Hand. Go your ways, fays he, 
there's an Eſtate for ye, and be a Good Husband of it. Away 
goes the Cobler with his Gold, and in Conceit as Rich as if the 
Mines of Perz had been empty'd into his Lap. Up he Locks 
it immediately, and all the Comforts of his Life _ with 
his Crowns in the fame Cheſt. From the time that he was 
Maſter of this Treaſure, there was no more Singing or Sleep- 
ing at our Houſe ; not a Cart ſtirr'd in the Garret, but an Out- 
cry of Thieves ; and his Cottage was fo haunted with Cares, 
Jealoufies, and Wild Alarums, that his very Life was become a 
Burden to him. So that after a ſhort time, away trudges he 
to the Officer again ; *Ah Sir ſays he, if you have any Charity 
for a Miſerable Creature, do but let me have my Songs and my 
Sleep again, and do you take back your Hundred Crowns, with 
a Hundred Thouſand Thanks into the Bargain. 


The MORAL 


The Poor Man that has but = Hand to Mouth, paſſes his Time Merrily, 
and without any Fear or Danger of Thieves, Publick or Private >, but the 
Houſe that has Mony In't, is as good as Haunted. 


REFLEXION. 


T 11s Fable makes Riches to be a great Enemy to our Repoſe, and 
tells us that the Cares of Mony lye heavier npon a Good Man, then 
the Inconveniences of an Honeſt Poverty. He that fets the Anxiety, Fears 
and Dangers that accompany Riches, againſt the Chearful and the Eaſie 
Security of a Private Fortune and Condition, may very well be Thankful 
for the One, without Repining at the other. He that lets his Heart up- 
on any thing in this World , makes himſelf a Slave to his Hopes and 
Ddd Fears, 


—— 
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Fears, and is as ſure of being Diſappointed, as he is of the Uncertainty 
of Human Afﬀairs. Let it be Love, Preferment, Court- Favours, Pupu- 
larity, or what elſe it will, ſome Rival or other he mult expect to meet 
with in all his Pretenſions. The Proud Man's Inclination is Glory, High 
Place in the World, and the Applauſe of the People. The Envious 
Man's Heart is ſet upon doing Shrew'd Turns, Defamatory Calumnies and 
Revenge. in few Words, Violent Aﬀedctions never fail of being Un- 
caſic and Importune : But of all Extravagant Paſhions, the Love of Mo- 
ny is the moſt Dangerous, in regard of the greateſt Variety of Difficul- 
ties that attend it. There may be ſome few Pretenders to a Beautiful 
Lady ; ſome tew Candidates for the tavour of a Popular Choice. But 
thele are Competitions that Intermit, and go off and on as it happens, 
upon this or that Occaſion. But Mony is an Univerſal Miſtreſs ; Men 
ar2 always Watching, Spying, and Deſigning upon't 3 and all the En- 
pines of Worldly Wiſdom are perpetually at Work about it : So that 
whoſoever is Potle(s'd of, and Sollicitous for that Intereſt , ſhall never 
Cloſe his Fyes, fo long as Craft, Violence, or Conſpiracy, ſhall be able to 
keep them Waking. 


F a ps CCCCIIL 
The Eagle, Cat and Sow. 


Here was an Eagle, a Cat and a Sow that bred in a Wood 
rogether. The Eagle Timberd upon the top of a High 

Oak; the Cat Kitten'd in the Hollow Trunck of it, and the Sow 
lay Pigging at the Bottom. The Cat's Heart was fet upon Mil- 
chief, and fo ſhe went with her Tale to the Eag/e. Your Ma- 
jeſty had beſt look to your ſelf, fays Puſs ; tor there is moſt 
certainly a Plot upon ye, and perchance 11pon Poor me too ; for 
yonders a Sow lies Grubbing Every Day at the Root of this 
Tree; Sheell bring it down at laſt, and then your Little Ones 
and mine are all at Mercy. So ſoon as ever ſhe had Hammer'd 
a Jealouſie into the head of the Eag/e , away to the Sow ſhe 
goes, and Figs her in the Crown with another Story ; Little 
do you think what a Danger your Litter is in; there's an Eag/e 
Watching conſtantly upon this Tree to make a Prey of your 
Pizs, and fo ſoon as ever you are but out of the way, ſhe will 
certainly Execute her Deſign. The Cat upon this, goes pre- 
fently ro her Kattens again, keeping her ſelf upon her Guard all 
Day, as it ſhe were afraid; and ſteals our (till ar Night co 
Provide for her Family. In one Word, the Eagle durit not 
{tur for fear of the Sow ; and the Sow durſt not budge for fear 
of the Eagle : So that they kept themſelves upon their Goa 
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cill they were both Starv'd, and left the Care of their Children 
ro Puſs and her Krttens. 


The Morart. 
There can be no Peace in any State or Family, where Whiſperers and Tale- 


bearers are Encouraged. 


REFLEXION. 


Buſie- Bodies and Intermedlers, are a Dangerous fort of People to have 
to do withal ; tor there's no Miſchiet that may not be wrought by the 
Craft and Manage of a Double Tengue, with a Fooliſh Credulity to work 
upon. There's hardly a Greater Pelt ro Government, Converſation, the 
Peace of Societics, Relations and Families, then Offcious Tale-bearers, 
and Bufie-Intermedlers. Theſe Pick-thanks -are enough to ſet Mankind 
together by the Ears 3 they live upon Calumny and Slander, and cover 
themſelves too under the Seal of Secrely and Friendſhip : Theſe are the 
People that ſet their Neighbonrs Houſes afire to Roaſt their own Eggs. The 
Sin of Traducng is Diabolical, 2ccording to the very Letter 3 and if the 
Office be Artificially Manag'd, *tis enough to put the whole World into 
a Flame, and no body the Wiſer which way it came. The Miſchief may 
be Promoted, by Miſrepreſenting, Miſunderſtanding, or Miſinterpreting 
our Neighbours Thoughts, Words and Deeds; and no Wound fo Mortal 
as that where the Poiſon works nnder a.Pretence of Kindneſs. Nay, 
there are ways of Commendation and Inſinuations, of Aﬀettion and E- 
ſteem, that Kill a Man as ſure as a Gun. This Practice is the Bane of all 
Truſt and Confidence 3 and it is as frequent in the Intrigues of Courts and 
States, as in the moſt Ordinary Accidents of Life. *Tis enough to break 
the Neck of all Honeſt Purpoſes, to Kill all Generous and Pablick-Spirited 
Motions, and to ſtifle all Honourable Inclinations in the very Concep- 
tion. But next to the Practice of theſe Lewd Offces, Deliver all Ho- 
neſt Men from lying at the Mercy of thoſe that Encourage and Entertaia 


them. 


F as. CCCCIV. 
The Frogs and the 2Bulls. 


"TJ Here happend a Deſperate Duel betwixt a Couple of Bulls, 


upon a Point of Honour ; for the Quarrel was about a 


Miſtriſs. There was a Frog at the ſame time upon the Bank of 
a Lake, looking on to ſee the Combat. Ah, ſays the Frog, what 


will become of Us now ? Why prithee, ſays one of his Com- 
panions, what are the Bulls to the Frogs, or the Lakes to the 
Meadows ? Very much I can aſſure ye, fays the Frog again, for 
D dd 2 
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he thats Worſted, will be fure to take SanEtuary in the Fens, 
and then are we to be trod to Pieces. 


The Moral 


Delirant Reges, Pleuntar Achivi. When Princes fall out, the Comma- 
nalty Suffers, and the Little go to Wreck for the Luarrels of the Great, 


REFLEXION. 


L x T Il Conſequences be never ſo Remote, 'tis good however, with the 
Froes here in the Fable, to have the Reaſon of Things at Hand. The 
Deſign of many Actions looks one way, and the Event works another ; 
as a Young Gameſter's Couzen'd with a Þricole at Texxis. But Miſchiefs, 
whether meant or not, are to be Provided againſt and Prevented, with 
as much Care and Induſtry as if they had been defigned from the Begin- 
ning ; and the Application of Foreſight in the one Caſe, muſt ſupply the 
want of Forelight in the other. 'Tis the Fool that lives ex 7empore,and from 
Hand to Month, as we lay, without carrying his Thoughts into the Future, 
But a Wile Man looks forward, thorough the proper and natural Courſe 
and Connexion of Cauſes and Effiedts ; and in fo doing, he Fortites Rim- 
felf againſt the Worſt that can Befall him. The Frogs Caſe, in ſome Re- 
fpet, 1s that of a Civil War ; where the People mult expect to be Cruſh'd 
and Squeez'd in the Conſequence , toward the Charge and Burden on't, 
The Lords make Merry, but 'tis the Commons muſt pay the Piper. 
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Fan OXXLV. 
The Frogs and-the Sun. 


N the Innocent Age of the World, when there were no 

Children in Nature, but thoſe that were begot in Lawful 
Wealock, it was in every Bodies Mouth, that the Sun was a- 
bout to Marry. The Frogs in General were ready to Leap out 
ot the Skins for Joy at it ; ill one Crafty Old Slut in che 
Company, advisd em to Confider a little Better on't , before 
they appointed a Day of Thankſgiving for the Bleſſhing. For 
(lays the) if we are almoſt Scorch'd to Death already , with 
One Sun, what will become of us when that Swn ſhall have 
Children, and the Heat Encreafe upon us with the Famuly! 


The MonRal. 


We take many things at Firſi Bluſh, for Bleſſings, that upon Second Thought: 
we find would be moſt Perniciows to #5. 


REFLEXION 
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REFLEXION. 


I T requires Great Care and Circumſpe&ion, that we Weigh and Bal- 
lance things before we pronounce them to be either Good or Evil : For 
Men are Thankful many times for dire& Malediftions, and Mortify,them- 
ſelves upon the Miſtake of Imaginary Blefſings. *Twas a Wiſe Froe that 
Advis'd her Fellows to think well on't, before they rung the Bells for 
the Sun's Wedding. This Fancy looks toward the Caſe of a Republicart 
Humour that has got a-head in a Momnarchial State, Now. Empire is not to 
be ſhar'd in Conſort 3 and when Sovereignty Marries, *tis no longer Single 
but Popular ; and (till the Greater the Number of Governors, the Hea- 
vier is the Height of the Government. Now though the Order of Supe- 
riority and Snbj=<&tion be of Abſolute Neceflity for the good of Mankind, 
this does nut yer hinder it in many reſpeCtts, from being Grievous to thoſe 
that live under it 3 every common Man would be Free, and thinks him- 
ſelf Wrong'd it he be not ſo. Now this is for want of Underſtanding the 
Truc and Natural Reaſon of the Matter 5 which is, that when One Go- 
vernment comes to be Diſſolv'd, the Firſt thing to be done 1s to fall to 
Cutting of Throats toward the ſetting up of Another. 


———_ — 
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F aB. CCCCVI. 
The For Condemn'd. 


Here was a Fox (as the Story has it) of a very Lewd Life 
and Converſation, that happen'd at laſt co be Catchd in 
his Roguery , and calld to Account for the Innocent Blood 
he had ſpilt of Lambs, Pullets and Geele without Number, 
and without any Senſe either of Shame or of Conſcience. While 
he was in the hands of Juſtice, and on his way to the Gibber, 
a Freak took him in the Head to go oft with a Conceit. You 
Gentlemen, the King's Officers , fays he , I have no Mind in 
the World to go to the Gallows by the Common: Road ; but 
if you'll carry mie through the Little Wood there on the Right 
Hand, I ſhould -take it very kindly. The People fancyd a 
Trick in't at Firſt, and that there might be ſome Thopght of 
a Reſcue, or an Eſcape in the Caſe ; till Renard Aſſurd chem 
upon his Honour, that he had no ſuch Deſign: Only he was 
a great Lover of Muſick, and he had rather have one Chirping 
Madrigal in the Woods, then Forty from Turks aud Popes upon 
the Ladder. 


1 he 
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The Morat. 


Many People are ſo Harden'd in an Habitual Defiance of Heaven and 
ell, that they'l ſport with then at the vey Gallows and value thens- 
ſelves upon Living and Dying all of a piece. 


REFLEXION. 


T11s Fable hits the Humour of a great many looſe People in the 
World, that are ſo Wicked as to value themlielves upon their II] Man- 
ners, and the contempt of all Goodneſs ; nay, to the degree even of ta- 
king a Pride in their Iniquity, and atfetting a Reputation by it, in pro- 
portion to the Meaſure of the Extravagance. Some Men are fo Harden'd 
in Lewdneſs, that they make it a Point of Honour to be True to't, and 
togo to the Devil with a Frolick betwixt their Tzeth. They have got- 
ten a Habit of Laughing Honeſty and Good Manners out of Countenance, 
and a Reprobated Hardneſs of Heart, does them the Othce ot Philoſo- 
phy towards a Contempt of Death. Oar common Executions yield but 
too many Inſtances of this Kind ; and it helps mightily to keep up the Hu- 
mour, that inſtead of Owning and Protcitiag an Abhorrence tor theſe Af 
fronts upon God and Nature, the Impicty 1s celebrated for a Jeſt. Arid 
whence comes it now, that Men ſhould be fo Inſenhible, either of a Pre- 
ſent Calamity, or of a Future Judgment, but from the Cuſtom of a Scof- 
fing Atheiſtical Life z where Licentiouſneſs has fo long pals'd for Sharp- 
neſs of Wit, and Greatneſs of Mind, that the Conſcience is grown Cal- 
lous ; and after this , it is but a Natural Congruity for Men to Dye as 
they have Liv'd. Nowa Liberty in this Latitude 1s not more Execrable, thea 
the Example is Pernicious ; eſpecially where it is attended with the Plea- 
fare of a Frothy and a Surprizing Wit to Recommend the Wickedneſ. 


C—— ——_— —— 


F as. CCCCVII.. 
A Man ar a Fiſh-Dinner. 


Certain Prince took a Learn'd Man to Dinner with him: 

It was a Faſting-Day it ſeems, and a great deal of Large 
Grown Fiſh there was ar the Table; only at the Lower End, 
where the Philoſopher ſat, there were none but Little Ones. 
He took out ſeveral of them One by One , and firſt put his 
Mouth to the Fiſhes Ear, and then the Fiſhes Mouth to tus 
own Far, and ſo laid 'em in whole again, without ſo much as 
Taſting one Bit of 'em. Come Sir, ſays the Maſter of the 
Feaſt, You have ſome Pleaſanc Thought or other in your Head 
now , Pray let the Company take part with ye. Why Sir, 
lays he, My Father had the IIl-Fortune about Two Years ago 
tO 
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ro be Caſt away upon this Coaſt ;. and I was asking theſe Little 
Fiſhes if they could tell me what became of his Body : They 
ſaid No, they could not, for 'twas before their Time : But it 
I Examin'd the Great Ones, 'tis poſhble they might be able to 
fay ſomewhat tot. The Prince was ſo well plead with the 
Fancy , that he Order'd his Meſs to be Changd , and from 
that Time forward, no body Welcomer to the Table then 
this Man. | 


The Moral. 


It is a Maſter-piece in Converſation, to intermix Wit and Liberty ſo Diſ- 
creetly, that there may be nothing in't that's Bitter, Courſe, or out of 
Seaſon. 


REFLEXION. 


THis is to tell us, that Good Humour goes further many times in the 
Reputation of the World, then Profound Learning; though Undoubted- 
ly both together are Beſt. There is a certain Knack in the Art of Con- 
verſation, that gives a good Grace to many things, by the Manner and 
Addref: of Handling 'em, which in the ordinary way of bringing Mat- 
ters about, would give great Offence to the Common Rules, evewof 
Civility and Diſcretion. The Skill on'c lyes in the Nicety of Diſtinguiſh- 
ing, Firſt, What Liberty is neceſlary in ſach and ſuch a Caſe. And Se- 
condly, How to Temper and Accommodate that Freedom to a Confiſtence 
with Good Manners : And this muſt be done too without Formality and 
Aﬀectation ; for a Studied and a Labour'd Forecaſt toward the Setting 
ot ſuch a Humour Abroach, is Putid and Nauſeous to the Higheſt De- 
gree; and better Fifty ſuch Conceits were Loſt , then that any thing of 
Contrivance or Premeditation ſhould appear in't. There are a fort of 
People, that when they have once hit upon a Thoughe that Tickles 
them, will be ſtill bringing it ia by Head and Shoulders, over and 0- 
ver 1n ſeveral Companies, and upon ſeveral Occafions 3 but cis below 
the Dignity of a Man of Weight, to value himſelf upon ſuch a 
Levityz for it makes him look as if Trifling were his Maſter-picce. 
Now theſe Turns of Fancy and Entertainment , ſhould paſs off as they 
came on, Careleſly and Eaſily, without laying any ſtreſs upon them; for 
they are then only Happy and Agreeable, when they are Play'd off at 
Volly, and pro Re Nata, and only made uſe of, in fine, as a Sawce to the 
Converſation. The Philoſopher im this Inſtance , was not without ſome 
Ditticulty how to gain his Point : There were better Fiſh at the Table, 
and the Queſtion was how to come at them, without being either Rade 
or Importune 3 and yet if he were not clear enough to be Underſtood, 
he was 1n danger ſtill to loſe his Longing. $0 that he found out fach a 
way of Asking,. as to Provoke a Queſtion without Speaking a Word 
to'rz and he did it in fach a Faſhion of Reſpect too, that it might not 
look like Begging on the one Hand, or Reproaching on the other. And 
he was much 1n the Right once again too, when the Riddle was already 
ſet afoot, rather to wait till the Explanation ſhould be Deſur'd , then to 
Prompt the Maſter of the Feaſt to Call for't. 

F a. 
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F as CCCCVIIL 
Two Laden-Aſles. 


S Two Aſſes were Fording a River, the one Lader, my 

Salt , the other with Sponge - The Salt-Aſs tell down 
under his Burden, but quickly got up again, and went-on the 
Merrier for't. The Sponge-4ſs found it apreed ſo well with his 
Companion, that down lyes he too, upon the ſame Experiment ; 
but the Water that Difſolv'd the Salt, made the Fponge Forty 
times Heavier then it was before ; and that which Eas'd the 
One, Drown'd the Other. 


The Moral. 


The Deceiver may be Deceived : Many People take falſe Meaſures for their 


own Reliej, without conſidering that what's Crood in ( Iue Caſe, may be 
Bad in Another. 


REFLEXNION,. 


A Wiſe Man lives by Reaſon, not -Fxample ; or if he does, ws 
odds, he goes ont of his Way. We have a Common Saying that holds 
m a Thouſand Ordinary Cafes, where the ſame thing Ruins one, that Saves 
another. It is the part alſo of an Honeſt Man to deal Above-Board, and 
without I ricks. The A/s with the Sponee tail'd in both ;; for Firſt he 
would be rrymg Conclufions , without Examining cither the Nature ot 
the thing 1n Queſtion, or what the Matter would bear. Secondly, He 
was falſe to his Maſter too, in Abuſing a Traſt tor the Ealing ot his own 
Carcaſs ; and then it coſt him his Life Over and Above, which was both 
his Miſhap and his Puniſhment. 


F as. CCCCTX. 
A Black-Bird atraid ot a Kyte. 


Poor Simple Black-Bird was Frighted almoſt to Death 
with a Huge Flopping Kyre that ſhe ſaw over her Head, 
Screaming and Scouring about for her Prey. Come Siſter, 
ſays a Thruſh to her, Pluck up a Good Heart ; for all this Flut- 
tering and Scricking is bur Fooling ; and you ſhall fee this L# 
zy Buzzard at laſt, cen take up with ſome Pitiful Frog 0! 


Mouſe to her Supper, and be Glad on't roo. No, no , 7 
Haw f 
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EL 


Hawks are the Dangerous Birds Child, that Bite, as they fay, 
without Barking, and do Execution 1n Silence. 


The MORAL. 
The more Noiſe and Flutter, the leſs Danger. 


REFLEXION. 


Tarr rs no great Danger in Men of Huff and Bluſter : Noiſe and 
Pretence without Execution, is only ch ado about Nothing z and yet this 
way of Trifling, is the very Buſneſs and Prattice of many that paſs in 
the World for Great Men, though they are much Miſtaken that think 
them ſo. But there are Reverend Appearers in all manner ot Glorious 
Profefſions and Adventures, as in Arms, Letters, Religion Law, Policy, 
ec. There are Quacks, in ſhort, of all forts, as Bullies, Pedants, Hypo- 
crites, Empyricks , Law-Jobbers, Politicaſters, and the like 4 and there 
are Men as well as Black- Birds that are Silly cnough not to Diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt a Hawk and a Buzzard. 


——_— —ﬀ - 


F a Bs CCCCX, 
A For and Wolf. 


N Unlucky Fox dropt into a Well, and cryd out for __ 
A Wolf overheard him, and looks down to fee what t 
Matter was. Ah, ( fays Reynard,) Pray lend me your Hand 


Friend, or I'm loſt elſe. Poor Creature! fays the Wolf ,. Why 
comes this about ? Prithee how long haſt thou been here ? Thou canſs 


not but be mighty Cold ſure. Come, come, this is no T une for 
Fooling, ſays the Fox ; ſer me upon Terra Firma firſt, and then 
[1] cell ye the Hiſtory, 


The MORAL. 


When a Man is in Miſery, there muſt be no Trifling in the Caſe. Tis 4 
Barbarous Humour to fanp Bantering out of Seaſon. Tis no Time or 
Place for Raillery, when a Life's at Stake. 


REFLEXION. 


Here are Three Calamities in One: Firſt, The Foxes falling ito a 
Pit, and not being able to get out again. Secondly, The Miſery of be- 
inz put to beg Relief of an Enemy, for want of a Friend. Thirdly, The 
Afront of the Refuſal, as it was accompanied with Raillery and Scorn. 
Twere well it we had not too many of theſe Brutal Mockeries in our 

Eee Daily 
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Daily Converſations 5 for we have Banterers in Religion, in Point of Ho. 
nour, and upon all the Diſtzeſles of Human Late. He that bas no Pity 
or Compaſſion for the Miſerable, is not in Truth of a Reaſonable Make; 
for Tendernefs of Nature is but a kind of Lay-Charity 3 and a Body can 
be no more a Good Man without the One, then a Good Chriſtian with. 
out the Other. Let a Man be never ſo Wicked, 'tis a Baſe and an Un- 
manly thing to Inſult upon him m his Calamity, His Puniſhment may be 
Juſt 3 and when he ſuffers Juſtice, 'tis all that a Good and a Generous Man 
can wiſh tor in the Caſe. 

The Scomms of Great Men, or Buffoons of Quality, are every jot as 
Walvith in Converſation, as they are here in rhe Fable 5; though 'tis look'd 
ypan , 1 know, as 8 Mark of Breeding, and the Indication of « Mao that 
has Notable $kill in the World, to turn the Earneſt ot all Things and Du- 
ties, Sacred and Civil, mto a Jeſt, and to put the Common Principles 
of Faich, Truth, Juſtice and Reſpe&, out of Countenance. Now 1 all 
theſe Caſes, the Preſident is as Dangerous, as the Prattice is Odious, where 
the Quality of the Droll ſerves to Authoriſe the Indignity : But from a 
Fax, - = made up of Trick and Treachery, there's no berter to be Ex- 
psHed- 
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San COCOCOCNT. 
Two Travellers find an Dyſter, 


S Iwo Men were Walking by the Sea-Side, at a Low- 
water, they ſaw an Oyſter, and they both Pointed ar it 
rogether : The One Stoops to take it up; the other gives him 
a Puſh, and cells him, tis not yet Decided whether it ſhall be 
Yours or Mine. In the lzterrz , while they were Difputing 
their Title co'r, comes a Paſſenger that way , and to him they 
referrd the Matter by Conſent , which of the Two had the 
Betrer Right ro the Oyſter, The Arburrator very Gravely takes 
out his Knife, and Opens it ; the Plaintiff and Defendant at 
. the ſame time Gaping at the Man, to ſee what would come 
ont. He Looſens the Fiſh, Gulps it down, and fo ſoon as 
ever the Morſel was gone the way of all Fleſh, wipes his Mouth, 
and. Pronounces Joanne. My Maſters, (lays he, with the 
Voice of Authority,) The Court has Ordey'd each of ye a Shell, 
without Coſts ; -and ſo pray go Home again, and Live Peaceably among 
your Netghbours. 


The Moral 
Referrees and Arbitrators ſeldom forget Them ſelves. 


REFLEXION 
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REFLEXION. 


T+rz Scope of this Fable, is to divert People from Contentious, Ex- 
penſive and Vain Law Suits. Agree, Agree, (ſays the Old Saw,) the Law is 
Coſtly : The whole BuPneſs of the World is about Men & Tunnt z either 
by Right, in Good Earneſt, or by Wrong, under the colour of Right : 
And while the Clients are Contending about the Title, the Council runs 
away with the Eſtate. This Litigionus Humour , where Men are as well 
Stubborn and Wilful, as Caprious and Quarrelſome, burns like the Fire 
of Hell ; for *tis never to be Quench'd : Beſide, that whoever is given to 
Wrangling, can never want Matter or Occafion for't. And this is not on- 
ly the Caſe in Matters of Propriety, and in Legal Claims before a Bench 
of Juſtice , but it works in a Thouſand Inſtances of Vain Ditputations, 
Competitions, and other Tryals of Maſtery and Skill, where there's little 
more then Pride, Stomach, Will and Vanity, to uphold the Conteſt. Nay, 
and he that has the better on't at laſt, is only the more Fortunate Fool 
of the Two. Let but any Man ſet before him the Vexatious Delays, 
Quirks and Expences of moſt of our Barretry Sxits at Law, and 'tis odds he 
finds at the Foot of the Account, the Play not worth the Candle. 


F as. CCCCXIL 
A Raging Lion- 


Here was a Lon ran Stark Mad, and the very Fright ont 

put all the Beaſts of the Forreſt out of their Wits for 

Company. Why what a Condition are we in, they cry'd, to 

fall under the Power of a Mad Lion; when a Lion at the very 
Sobereſt, is little better then Frantick ? 


The MorAL. 
Rage upon Rage is a Double Madneſs. by 


REFLEXION. 


Governors had need be very well Principled, and good Natur'd, to 
keep their Paſſions in Order and Obedience : But when an Abſolute 
Power ſball come to be put upon the Stretch by an Outragious Humour, 
theres no Living under it. By a Raging Lion, is meant an Unruly and a 
Cruel Governor, which is a ſad Calamity, but not without ſomewhat of 
Dignity yet in the Misfortune ; for 'tis a Lion ſtill, how Mad foever. Now 
if it had been a Raging Ape, the Fancy had been Ridiculous and Scanda- 
lous to the Laſt Degreez and therefore the Moral is Reſtraind to the 
Crue and Genuine Character of Sovereignty, without Deſcending to the 


Counterfeit. 
Eee 2 The 
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The Moraliſts that make this Raging of a Liox to be a Surcharge of 
One Madneſs upon another, muſt not be Underſtood Simply, as if they 
took Government for a Burden and an Opprefſion 3 but it refers to the 
Infelicity of that State where an Impotent Will puts an Unbounded 
Power upon the Tenter, Bur let the Oppreſlion be never fo Sanguinary, 
there's no Appeal left from the Tyranny ; for if a General Infurretion 
had been thought Lawful, th: Fable would not have made the Caſe 
Deſperate : So that this is only to Infinuate the Sacredneſs of Power, let 
the Adminiſtration of it be what it will : And the Reaſon of it is fo plain, 
that it is impoſible for Human Frailty to be better Secur'd then it is by 
the Determinations of Providence in this Particular. An Unlimited 
Power 'is true is a {ſtrong Temptation, and where 'tis Screw'd up to the 
Higheſt Pitch, 'tis a great Unhappineſs ; but it is not for Men that have 
their Fortunes and their Stations in this World Afhign'd them, to take up- 
on themſelves to be their own Carvers, and to Grumble at the Orders 
and Reſolutions of their Maſters and Rulers. 'Tis a Great Unhappineſs 
to lye at the Mercy of a Raging Lion ; but it is a Chriſtian Nuty never- 
theleſs to ſuffer Paticntly under the Juſtice of ſuch a Judgment. 


F as CCCCXIII. 
The Kingdom of Apes. 


Wo Men took a Voyage togerher inco the Kingdom of 

Apes ; the one a Trimmer , the other a Plain Dealer. 

They were taken into Cuſtody, and carried to the Prince of the 
Country, as he far in State, and a Mighty Court about him. 
Wet, fays the King to the Trammer, Look me in the Face now, 
and ſay, whar do you take me to be ? A Great Emperor, Un- 
doubtedly , ſays the Trimmer. Well, fays his Majeſty once a- 
gain, and what dye take all theſe People about me for ? Why 
Sir, fays he, I take them for your Majeſties Nobility and Grear 
Officers. The Prince was wonderfully pleas'd with the Civi- 
lity and Reſpeft of the Man, and Orderd him a Buſhel of 
Pippins, as a ſingular Mark of his Royal Favour, His Ma- 
jefty ater this, put the fame Queſtions to the Plain Dealer, who 
fell to computing with Himfelf , that if his Companion had 
gotten a Rowe for a Damnd Lye, certainly he ſhould have 
twice as much for a Plain Honeſt Truth ; and fo he told che 
King Bluntly, that he took him for a very Extraordinary Apes 
and all thoſe People about him for his Truſty and W ell-beloved 
Counſellors and Coxens : But the Poor Man Paid dearly for his 
Simplicity ; for upon a Signal from the Emperor, the — 

an 
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Band of Apes fell Tooth and Nail upon him , and tore him 
one Limb from another. 


The Moral 


Where the Rules and Meaſures of Policy are Perverted, there muſt needs 
Enſue a Failure of Tuſtice, and a Corruption of Manners : And in 4 
Kingdom of Apes, Buffoons may well put in for Commilſion-Officers. 


REFLEXION. 


T 41s (lays Camerarins,) is to reprove the Praftices of perverſe Courts, 
and Extravagant Princes. 

It is the proper Buſneſs of Mythology to Point out, and Repreſent 
the Images of Good and Evil, and under thoſe Shadows to Teach us 
what we ought to do, and what not, either Severally and Apart, or as 
Members of a Society 3 that is to ſay, Simply, as Men in a State of Right 
Nature, or as Parents, or Children, Maſters, or Servants, Husbands or 
Wives, Rulers or Subjects, Friends, Countrymen, Relations, and the 
like. Now as there are Good and Bad of all forts; fo their Virtues and 
their Vices, their good Behaviour and their Miſdemeanors are to be ſet 
forth, Circumſtanc'd and Diſtinguiſh'd in ſuch fort, as by Rewards or 
Puniſhments, to Encourage the One, and to Diſcountenance the Other, in 
_—_— to the Dignity of the Adtion, or the Degree of the. Offence z 

y Conferring Marks and Characters of Honour , Offices of Trult, or 
Beneficial Commiſſions on the one hand , and by inflicting Sentences of 
Shame, Infamy, Pains Corporal, or Pecuniary on the other. Without 
this Diſtribution, one main end of Emblem is loſt ; neither is it the true 
Figure of Life. For Wicked Men, Falſe Brethren, Unnataral Parents, 
Diſobedient Children, Barbarous Husbands, Undutitul Wives, Tyrannical, 
Weak or Fantaſtical Governors ; Rebellious Subjects, Cruel Maſters, Faith- 
leſs Servants , Perfidious Kindred and Acquaintance : All theſe Lewd 
Characters are as Abſolutely neceſſary to the Perfefting of the Deſign, 
as the moſt Laudable Excellencies in Nature. 

In this Fable of the Kingdom of Apes, the Author according to Came- 
rarius, intended the Picture of an Extravagant Government, where he 
gives Flattery and Corruption the Advantages that in Policy and Juſtice 
belong to Services of Honour and of Truth : And at the ſame time De- 
livers up a Man of Honeſty, Juſtice and Plain Dealing to be torn to 
Pieces. This Kingdom of Apes has been Moralliz'd a Thouſand and a 
Thonſand times over in the Praftice of the World, and fuch as the Foun- 
tain is, ſuch will be the Stream. Let Government it ſelf be never fo 
Sacred, Governors are ſtill but Men ; and how neceflary and Beneficial 
loever the Order is at all Hands Confeſs'd to be, the Officers yet, and 
the Adminiſtrators are but Fleſh and Blood, and liable to the Paſſtons 
and Frailties of other Mortals. 

There are in fine, many Diſtempers, Errors, and Extravagances, that 
ſhew themſelves in the Exerciſe of Political Powers ; as an inexorable 
Rigour for the Purpoſe, or as Laſche a Demiſſion of Sovereign Authori- 
ty. There are Cafes of Senſuality, Pleaſure , and Appetite, where Go- 
vernours have only the Name of Rulers, while ſome over-grown Subject 
perhaps Ulurps upon the Prerogative in effet, and does the worlt things 
imaginable 
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1maginable in the Name of the Publick. Burt this rarely happens, fave 
where the Maſter wants Reſolution to check the Licenſe and Preſumption 
of a Daring Servant. 

There is alſo a certain Manage that leaves all at Six and Seven, and 
thinks ro ſupport Greatneſs without either Rule , Weight or Meaſure ; 
and that's a dangerous Point, when Prudence and Fidelity ſhall turn to 
Loſs, and Wickednefs be ſupported by the Reputation of Favour and 
Applauſe. The Miſery of theſe talſe Meaſures is excellently well Pointed 
out to us in this Fable z and conſequently the Bleſſings of a ſteddy Ad. 
miniſtration, where the Ends of Government are Conſcientioully obſery'd, 
and the Divine Priviledges of Power maintain'd ; and where Truth and 
Juſtice are impartially Aſſerted and Adminiſter'd, and as reſolutely De- 
tended. 


F as. CCCCXIV. 
An Aſs made a Judge of Mulick. 


Here was a Queſtion ſtarted betwixt a Cuckew and a 

Nightingale, which of the Two had the Better Voice, 

and the better way of Singing. It came art laſt to a Tryal of 

Skill, and an 4ſs was to be the Judge ; who upon Hearing both 
Sides, gave it clearly for the Cuckow. 


The MORAL. 


Tis a Hard Caſe for Philoſophers to be Try'd by Fools , and the Multitude 
to fit Judges upor the Niceties of Honour and Government. 


REFLEXION. 


T+rz Old Adage of Aſfonus ad Lyram, anſwers this Figure to the very 
Letter. The Fable extends to all Incompetent Judges, Umpires, or Ar- 
bitrators, in what Caſe or Matter, or under what Incapacity or Dilabi- 
lity foever. It Points at the Folly and Scandal of the Choice too , as 
well as the Iniquity of the Sentence 3 for the Honour of the Governor, 
and the Well-being of the Government, depend in a great Meaſure upon 
the Fitneſs of the Officer, let his Commiſſion be Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, Mt- 
litary, or what elſe it will. Here's an Aſs made a Judge of Muaſickz a 
Faculty that he neither Loves nor Underſtands ; for there's no Song to 
One Aſs, like the Braying of Another. Let any Man fancy to Himſelf, how 
it would look to put a Law- Caſe to a Jack-Pudding ; a Queſtion of State 
to a Corn-Cutter 3 a Point of Conſcience to a ICnight of the Poſt. In (hort, 
Ict every Man be Conſulted and Credited in his own Way and Trade. 
Neither can it be Expected that a Fool ſhould judge according to Wil 
dom, Truth, Reaſon and Juſtice. There may be very proper Exceptions 


to0 upon the Matter, as well of Morals, as of Abilities. One would 
not 
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noe Truſt a Covetous Man in Mony Matters, where there's any thing to 
be Gotten, either by Fraud or Corruption; nor a Vain Man, where 
there's a Temptation to Popularity. Falſe Men are not to be taken into 
Confidence ; nor Fearful Men into a Poſt that requires Reſolution 5 nor 
Cruel, laſolent Men, into a Station where Power may be Abus'd to Op- 
preſſion. All theſe Abſurdities fall within the Dint of this Fable ; for 
want of Honeſty makes a Judge as Incompetent , as want of Under- 
ſtanding, 


F a» CCCCXV. 
An Ape Judge berwixr a Fox and a Wolf. 


Wolf charges a Fox with a piece of Pilfery. The Fox 

Denies it. The Ape tryes the Cauſe, and upon a fair Hear- 
ing, Pronounces them both to be Guilty. You (ſays the Judge 
to the Wolf,) have the Face to Challenge that which you never 
Lolt ; and you ( fays he to the Fox,) have the Confidence to 
Deny that which you have certainly Stoll'n. 


The Moral 


When both Plaintiff and Defendant happen to be a Couple of Crafty Knaves, 
there's Equity againſt them Both. 


REFLEXION. 


'TH1s Fable tells us what Credit is to be given to Witneſles of a Falſe 
and Lewd Converfation, and that a known Liar is of no Authority in a 
Judgment of Law, even when he ſpeaks Truth. Where a Brace of Sharp- 
ers will be going to Law, none ſo fit as an Apeto try the Cauſe 53 and 
it was a Sentence worthy of ſach a Judge, to pronounce them both Guil- 
ry 5 which in Equity they were, with a reſpe& to their Character and 

eputation 3 though in Law they could not be ſo, upon the Fa&t 
in Queſtion. If the Ape in this Fable had too little regard to the Letter 
of the Law , we have ſeen ſome Caſes where more ſtreſs has been laid 
upon the rigour and ſtriftneſs of it, then Conſcientiouſly did belong to't: 
For when one Man of an Exemplary Improbity , Charges another of 
the fame Stamp, in a Court of a Juſtice, he lies under the Diſadvantage 
of a ſtrong Suſpicion, even before he is Heard; and People are Prepar'd 
to Believe the Worſt of him by Anticipation , and before his Caſe is 
Known. So that the Bare Prejudice is ſufficient to turn the Scale, where 
it was Gold-weight before 3 unleſs we Ballance the Improbity of the 
one, with the Improbity of the other, as the Ape did here in the Fable. 

We are to underſtand upon the whole matter, that it is more Adviſable 
to give too Little Credit in a Court of Judicature to Men of Profli- 
gate Lives, then too Much : For *tis a Scandal to Publick Juſtice, ro make 
uſe of ſuch Inſtruments for the Supporters of a State. 

| Fas 


| 
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Fas. CCCCXVI. 
An Ape and a Lion in his Kingdom. 


E are told of a Lion, that (after the Laudable Example 
of other Princes,) paſsd an ACt of Grace upon his 
Acceſhon to the Crown, wherein he was pleas d to Declare 
hunſelf wonderfully in favour of the Ltbertzes and Properties of 
his Subjetts, He did not hold in this Mind long ; and yer he 
could not think it convenient neither, to make any Attempts 
upon the Beaſts by open Force ; ſo that he choſe rather to take 
them One by One in Private ro him, and to tift them all 
upon this General Queſtion 5 Put your Noſe juſt to my Mouth, 
lays he, when I Gape, and then tell me truly, is my Breath Sweet or 
#o ? Home told him that it was not Sweer, others that it was; 
and fo he pick'd a Quarrel with them Both: The one Sort 
went to Pot for their Hypocriſte ; and the other for their In- 
folence. It came to the Ape at laſt, to deliver his Opinion 
upon the Matter ; the Ape Smelc and Snuffled, and conlider'd 
on't : Why certainly Sir, ſays he, You have ſome Rich Per- 
fume in Your Mouth, for I never ſngelt any thing ſo fragrant 
lince | was Born. The Roguy Ape in fine, Wheedled him fo 
Artificially, that the Lion had not the Face to Chop him up 
immediately upon the Spot, and yet he was Reſolv'd he ſhould 
not Scape neither : So the Lzon Counterfeiced Sick, and there 
was notable Puzzling among the DoCtors I warrant ye, about 
his Pulſe and his Water : But they told him however upon 
due conſideration, that they found no Mortal Symptoms about 
him, only a kind of Heavy Indiſpoſition, that Lis be ealily 
ReCtifhed by a Careful Diet ; and fo they Defir'd him by all 
means to bethink himſelf what Fleſh he lov'd beſt, and cen 
make a Hearty Meal on't. Why then ( ſays the Low) I have 
a ſtrange Fancy for a Mouthful of Good Sound 4pes-Fleſb, if 
you find it proper for me : Nothing like it, they cry'd ; and 
ſo the Poor Flattering pe was preſently Taken up, Dreſs'd and 
Eaten by way of Preſcription. 


The Monal 


There's no Hope for an Honeſt Man, where Fluttery is Encourag'd and Re- 
warded, and Plain- Dealing Punilh'd. 


REFLEXION. 
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REFLEXION. 


Tn 1s Fable gives to Underſtand, that where Men of Power happen 
to be Unjuſt and Cruel, all the Prudence and Innocency in the World 
will not ſave a Man : He that would Thrive in ſuch a Court, maſt Go- 
vern himſelf berwixt Sincerity and Adulation. The Art of Pleafing is 
not every Man's Talent, neither will the ſame way of Manage work up- 
on all Humours alike. The Art of Pleafing, is in Truth but the Art 
of Living 3.and the Skill of Cutting to a Thrid, betwixt Flattery and 
Ill Manners; but fo as to Accommodate the Method and the Application, 
to the Gernins of the Man, or of the People, and to the Quality of the 
Buſneſs in Hand : Not but that there are ſome Caſes and Natures that 
a Man cannot ſo much as Tonch, without Burning his Fingers, and where 
Truth, Flattery, and Trimming are all Mortal. 

We may learn trom hence alſo, that Jaſtice is ſo Awfully Sacred, 
that the moſt Faithleſs of Men have a fecret Veneration for it ; for their 
Uttermoſt Cruelties are cover'd with the ſemblance of it 3; and in the ve- 
ry Exerciſe of the Vice , they Aﬀett the Reputation of the Vertue. Tis 
neither Prudent nor ſafe, in fine, to Provoke great Men, or indeed to 
have any thing to do with them, it they be not Men of Honour, as well 
as of Power ; for though their Hands feem to be Bound, they can yet 
Untye themſelves. by Virtue of a Certain Prerogative they have to Play 
Faſt or Looſe at Pleaſure. 


—_—_— 


F as. CCCCXVIL 
Two Laden Aſles. 


Heres an Old Story of Two Aſſes Travelling upon the 
Road, the One Laden with Oats, the other with Mony: 
The Mony-Merchant I Warrant ye, was fo Proud of his Truſt, 
and of his Bel/, that he went 'Juking and Tofling of his 
Head, and Tabring with his Feer all the way, as if no Ground 
would hold him. The other Plodding on with his Noſe in 
the Breech of his Leader, as Gravely as One Foot could follow 
another. While they were Jogging 'on thus. upon the Way, 
out comes a Pand of Hiyghway-Men from the next Wood, and 
falls upon the {ſs that carried the Treaſure. They Beat, Wound 
and Rifle him, and ſo leave him , without ſo much as taking 
the leaſt Notice of his Fellow. Well, (fays the King's 4ſs,} 
and for all this Miſchief I may cen thank my Mony. Right, 
lays the other ; and it has been my Happineſs that I was not 
thought worth the Robbing. 


Fft The 
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I AB LE S of ' ſeveral Authors. 
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The Moratl, 


Poverty is both Safe and Eafre ; and Riches a Great Snare to People in ma. 
ny Caſes : As it fard worſe here with the State-Aſs then with the My. 


leriers. 


REFLEXION., 


T nz Poor Peaceable Man has nothing to Fear, but does his Buſn 
and takes his Reſt, without the Trouble either of Thieves or of Alarums. 
'Tis the Booty, not the Man, (fave only for the Booty's Sake,) that is 
in Danger. There's either ny or Monys-worth, in all the Controver- 
fies of Life; for we live in a Mercenary World , and 'tis the Price, in 
ſome ſort or other, of all things that are in it 3 but as it certainly 
draws Envy and Hazzard after it, ſothere are great Advantages go a- 
long with it, and great Bleflings that attend the right uſe of it. And 6 
tor Poverty too; a narrow Fortune is undoubtedly a Cramp to a great 
Mind, and lays a Man under a Thouſand Incapacities of ſerving either 
his Country or his Friend ; but it has the Comforts yet of being free 
from the Cares and Perils that accompany great Maſſes of Treaſure and 
Plentiful Eſtates. Befide, that the Virtue of a Generous and a Charitable 
Tenderneſs of Nature, is never the leſs Acceptable to him that takes the 
Will for the Deed, for want of Ability to put thoſe good Inclinations 
in Execution. This Fable in ſhort , makes good the old Saying, 


No Man Sings a Merrier Note 
Then he that cannot change a Groat. 


F as. CCCCXVIIL 
A Boar Challenges an Als. 


Here paſsd ſome Hard Words berwixt a Boar and an ſc, 

and a Challenge follow'd upont. The Boar depended 

upon his Tusks , and compured within himſelf, that Head to 
Head the '"rother could never be able ro Encounter him. So 
he Advanc'd upon his Adverſary : And the {ſs, ſo ſoon as ever 
he had him within Diſtance, turnd Tayl upon him, and gave 
him ſuch a Laſh over the Chops with his Iron Hoof, that he 
made him ſtagger again. The Boar after a little Pauſe; Re- 
cover'd himſelf, Well, (ſays he) I was not aware of ſuch an 
Attack from that End. 
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:- i: The MORAL. 


No great Emterprize ſhould be Undertaken without conſidering beforehand 
the Good or the 11! that may come of it. | 


REFLEXION 
T #15 Fable -ſhews the great. Overſight-of Engaging.io Quarrels, with- 
ont Conſidering from what Quarter the Dahger may co Where Ad- 


verſaries are unequally Match'd , it will behove the Weaker to (apply 
the want of Force-and Conrage\\ by Invention and Addreſs. Prefump- 
tion can never Juſtify cither[/Temexity . or Careleſinelsz for every Crea- 
ture has its Weak Side ,. and lies open to_ be Impos'd upon by Craft or 
Surprize, There's an Infamy. in the very. Challenge of '{6 Bale and Ti- 
merous a Creatare; but then td be Worſted by an Arimal thats the” 
Scorn of all the-Reſt , is Shameful —_ tothe Higheſt Dev 
Rree. OP al } (127TE PI al 


c 4 L 
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F as. CCCCIIX. 
A Cuckow and Litfle Birds. | 


Cuckow was asking ſeveral Little' Birds, what made them 

ſo Shy of coming into her Company. They told her, 

that ſhe was ſo like a Hawk, they did. not care to have any 
thing to do with her. | ' ag . | 


The Monat 


A Wiſe Man Searches into the Natare of Things , and dats net Geoms 
himſelf by outward Semblances and —_— Wm 31c430iG 


;13'} 


4$t1 


, 


REFLEXION. 


THnzarz ſhould a Regard be had in all our AdQions/ and Counſels, 
to the Nicety of the matter in Queſtion. This is to tell us, that the ve- 
ry Appearances of Evil are to be Avoided, and all the Semblances of 
Danger to be well Examin'd and Confider'd. Why ſhould not a Bird as 
well truſt a Hawk that's like a Cackow, as traſt a Cxckow that's like a 
Hawk> Two Likes may be Miſtaken, and a Man cannot be too wary 
where the Error is Mortal. There may be a Diſguiſe 'tis true, in the 
one caſe, and a miſapprehenſion in the otherz' but i is fafer yer to ſtand 
upon our Guard againſt an Enemy in the likeneſs of a Friend , then 
to Embrace any Man for a Friend in the likeneſs of an Enemy. TCe's 
no Snare like Credulity, when the Bait-that's laid for'us/is' cov ith 
the pretence of a Good Office. Neither are there any lmpoſtares 


ſo Perni- 
cious, as thoſe that arc put upon us by Fair Reſemblances. He that 1s 
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FABLES: 


not certain, (in ſuch an Inſtance as this,) 1s in danger; and 'tis il! Ventur- 
ing (Neck and all eſpecially, where 4'Body is not very ſure, whether it 
be a Hawk or a Cuckow. . | - Fog nr 
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ofi"ſeverdl Authdrs. 
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Fx; CCCEXX. 


Vinttzty Dogs, and/ Raw-Hive: 


wy Company of Hhampey Cars Diſcover a Raw-Hide in the 


Bottom of a River, and lay their Heads 'rogerher how 
ry Tone at, it : They Canvaſsd' the*thatter oh way and 'tocher, 
and brought. x ,co this, Iſſue in the! Concluffony that che only 
way to get -#t;, was ' to,Drink che ay. core 90 they fell to 
Lapping and Guzzling, till in one Word, they Burſt them- 


ſelves, and never the nearer, 


-The Mor Al ., 
He that ſets his Heart. upon Things Impoſſible , ſhall be ſure to Loſe bis 
Longing. 4 Alle £ C0. i > 
3 REPLEXION: | ic 7 ) 


Fooliſh Counſel is not only Valn and Unprofitable it General, but in 
matly patticular Cafes moſt DEſtrivtiver and Deadly. This Fable Jays ©- 
pen the Folly, the Vanity, and the Danger of Prefiing too tagerly 
for any thing that's out of our Reach. We ſpend our Strength, _ our 
Credit in clearing the way tot,, and it fligs betore us like a Shadow, 
which we may well Purſue, but can never Overtake. It is much the 
Hewwur bf. Glaymiſts,, and+ a Thouſand” other forts. of Projectors, that 
propoſe to themſelves things ugterly {mpradticable, aado conſume their 
Lives in Hopeleſs and Fruitleſs Undertakings. This falls out for want of 
Computing upon the Proportion betwixt the Means, and the End ; and 
for want of Examining and Conſidering what's Practicable, and what 
ndtg::a5d for; want, again of /Megjuring our Force and Capacity with our 
Defigrs. U 1193 03. :; | 
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naw 0s F av.» CGOOCXXI 
+07 © © An ACs'1d « Shadow. 
Ne Hir'd.an Aſs inthe. Dog-Days to carry certain Bails of 
' Goods to: fuch a Town ; *T'was Extream Hor, ſo that 
he lay 'down upon the Way to Refreſh himfelf under the Shade 


of 


/ 
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of the Aſs. The Muletter bad him Riſe, and go on according 
to his Bargain. *'Tother aid that' the Aſs was His for the time 
he had Hird ;him. -Right, ſays the other, You have Hird 
the 4s, but-not the Shadow. 


The Moral 
Work for the Limyers. 


'REFLEXION. 


'T 1s Fable Plays upon the Contentious Humour - of People that go 
to Law for Trifles. De Aſini Umbra, is effeftully but this Fancy in an 
Adage. There needs no more to the ſetting of the whole World in a 
Flame, then a Quarrelſom Plaintiff and Defendent, and a Brace of Chica- 
newrs to Blow the Coals. Wrangling is Inſtrufted as an Art or a Science 
on the one fide, and made uſe of as an Exerciſe on the other. . Some 
People can no more Live without Law, then without Air, and they reckon 
it better Husbandry to ſpend a Thouſand Pound upon Counſel, toDefend 
a Trivial or an Unwarrantable Cauſe ,, then to part with one ſingle Six 
Pence for the Payment of an Honeſt Debt. This Fable in ſhort, is Mo- 
ralliz'd in Weſtminſter. Hal, Forty times over every Term. "7 


Fas CCCCXXIL 
A Country-Fellow and a River. 


Blockbeaded-Boy that was ſegt to Market with Butter-and 
A Cheeſe by the Good Old Woman his Mother, made a 
op at a Quick Rever in the way, and laid himſelf down. upon 
che Bank there , till ir ſhould run out. About Midnight, 
Home he goes to his Mother, with all his Market-Trade back 
again, Why how now Son, fays She, what have we here” to 
do ! Why Mother , fays this Booby, yonder's a Scurvy Rrver 
that has = running all this Day , and I ſtaid till juſt now 
for the Running of it out, and there "tis Running (till. The 
Lord help thee Son, fays the Good Woman, for thy Head 
an mine will be laid many a Fair Day before this Rrver runs 
ry. 


The Moral. 


We are not to Expe# that Nature will Change her Courſe, to Gratify the 
Sickly Freak of every Fantaſtical Humoner. | 


REFLEXION. 


FABLES of ſeveral Authors. 


REFLEXION. 


Tx1s is to ſhew . us the Miſchief and the Danger of Procraſtination. 
The Sloathful and [rrefolute flip their Opportnnities in the very Expetta- 
tion of them. Some People are fo unreaſonably Lazy, as to expect that 
Nature ſhould rather go out of her Courſe and Way for their Sakes, then 
they put themſelves to the trouble of Moving One Step out of their own 
way for the ſake of BufPneſs and Nature. They'll rather wait the Run- 
ning of a River Dry, then take the Pains to look about for a Bridge or 
a Ford. They never conſider that Nature is a Perpetual Motion, and 
that the Work of the Univerſe Circulates, without any Interval or Re- 
poſe. Why ſhould not the Sun fleep in the Firmament , or ſtand till 
to Hers our Aﬀeairs, as well as the Rivers ſtop their Courſes to give us 
Paſlage ? 

Na y, the Madneſs of this Folly is yet more Impious then any thing elſe 
in't z tor what Man in his Right Wits can pretend to Wiſh, to Hope, or to 
wait for ſuch Events, for the Gratifying of a Sickly Fancy, as would be 
enough to put People quite beſide their Senſes, it they ſhould come to 
paſs ? So Ridiculous are Intemperate Curioſities, and Impotent Aﬀections, 
that nothing lefs then Portents, and the Confounding of Nature in her 
Courſe and Cauſes, can Content us. How can any thing ſacceed well 
to People that are to be pleaſed with Nothing, unleſs the very Ball of the 
Univerſe may be Unravel'd, and the Laws of Providence Revers'd ? 


—————. 
— 


F a s CCCCXXIIL 
A Bladder with Beans in'. 


N the Days of Adam, when (as the Story fays,) the World 
had here and there a Shrew in, it fell co the Lot of a cer- 
tain Philoſopher to have one of thoſe Smart Laſles to his Wite: 
The Evil Spirit was often up with her ; and never had any 
Quack or Operator ſo many Receipts for the Tooth-Ach, or 
a Quartan ' Ague, as he had Spells offer'd him for che Laying 
of it again : But when he found that neither Saying Much, 
Little, or nothing ; neither Choler, nor Patience ; neicher Go- 
ing nor Staying would do any Good upon her, he Betook 
himſelf to a Bladder of Beans, and the ſhaking of that Bladder 
when the Fit was upon her, without One Syllable ſpeaking, 


was at any time a Preſent Cure. 


The MoraLl. 


There's no way like Raiſing of One Devil to Caſt out Another : For there 
' muſt be no Anſwering of Noiſe, Folly, and Reviling, in the ſame Kind. 


REFLEXION 


FABLES of ſeveral Authors. 


REFLEXION. 


T = x Husband here in the Fable found no Charm to lay the Devil in 
a Petticoat , but the Ratling of a Bladder with Bears in't 3 and I my 
ſelf have known a Cat-Pipe us'd in the like Caſe with very good Succeſs. 
There's no Contending with an Impetuous Woman, by Authority or Rea- 
ſon. The Banging of it out in a Diſpute at length, would be a Loſs both 
of Time and of Honour, and to no manner of purpoſe neither 3 for what 
ſhould a Man do, Reaſoning upon a Point where Reaſon does not (o 
much as enter into the Queſtion ? So that it is the Beſt of a Brave Man's 
Game to make a Drawn Battle on't , where theres no Poſſibility of a 
Victory. He in fine, that contemns a Shrew to the Degree ot not De(- 
cending to Word it with her, does worſe then Beat her. But we live 
in an Age, when Women, we hope, are better Inſtrufted, then to fly in 
the face of Religion it ſelf, Law, and Nature : And theſe Deſperate En- 
counters can never fall out betwixt a Man and his Wife , but where the 
Woman is loſt to all ſenſe of Shame, Prudence, Modeſty and Common 


Reſpett. 


————_— — 
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Fax CCCCXXIV. 
A For and a Divining Cock. 


Fox that had ſpy'd out a Cock at Rooſt upon a Tree; and 

out of his Reach, fell all of a ſudden into an Extravaganc 
Fir of Kindneſs for him ; and to Enlarge upon the Wonderful 
Eſteem he had for the Faculties and good Graces of the Bird, 
but more particularly for his Skill in Drvination, and the Fore- 
knowledge of Things to come. Oh (ſays he) thar I were bur 
Worthy the Friendſhip of fo great a Prophet ! This Flattery 
brought the Cock down from the Tree into the very Mouth of 
the Fox, and ſo away he Trudges with him into the Woods; 
—_— as he went, upon the ſtrange Force that Fair 
Words. have upon vain Fools : For this Sot of a Cock (ſays he) 
to take himſelf for a Dryer, and yet not foreſee at the ſame time, 


that if he fell into my Clutches, I ſhould certainly make a Sup- 
per of him. 


The Moral. 


A Fool that will Swallow Flattery , ſhall never want a Knave to give it 


him. 


REFLEXION. 


FABLES of ſeveral Authors. 


De es os noe RT. 


REFLEXION. 


T « = Power of Flattery , where it is once Entertain'd , is well nigh 
Irreſiſtible ; tor it carries the Countenance of Friendſhip and Refpet ; 
and Foohſh Natures are eaſily wrought upon, and Perverted, under that 
Semblance. When Pride, Vanity, and Weakneſs of Jadgment meet in 
the ſame Perſon, there's no Reſiſting the Temptations of a fair Tongue, 
- and conſequently no avoiding the Secret and Malicious Deſigns of a 
Falſe Heart. Here's a Credulons Gock already prepar'd for the Enter- 
tainment of the Grofleſt of Flatteries: Nothing ſo Ridiculous, nothing 
ſo Impoſſible, but it goes down whole with, him, for Truth and 
Earneſt : 'Nay, and the Folly is ſo Unaccountable , and the Madneſs 6 
Notorious, that in this Hamour the moſt Spitetul Enemies we have in the 
World paſs upon us for Friends. The Cock takes the Council of a Fox, 
and like the Squirrel to the Rattle-Snake, puts himfelt into the Mouth of 
his Mortal Adverſary. How many ſuch Diviners do we meet with in 
our Daily Cqnverſation, that lay their Lives, Fortunes and Reputation 
at the Mercy of Paralites? How many Sots that Commence Philoſophers 
upon the Credit of theſe Fawning Slaves! There's no Fool to the great 
Fool that's Fool'd by a little Fool 3 nor any thing fo Scandalous as to be 
the Fool Ot a Fool. 


Tan] COCCAXV. 
The Moon Begs a 12ew Gown. 


He Moon was in a heavy Twitter once, that her Cloaths 

never Fitted her : Wherefore, Pray Mother ,* ſays ſhe, 
let the Taylor take Meaſure of me for a New-Gown. Alas 
Child, fays the Mother , how is it poſhble ro make any one 
Garment to Fit a Body that appears every Day in a ſeveral 
Shape ? | 


The Moral 


"Tis the Humogyr of many People, to be perpetually Longing for ſomething 
or other that's not to be had. : 


REFLEXION. 


T 11s ſhews us the Vanity of Impratticable Propoſitions , and that 
there is no Meaſure to be taken of an Unſteady Mind. There's no 
Quieting of Unſettled Aﬀections 3 no ſatisfying of Unbounded Detires + 
no poſlibility in ſhort, of either Fixing or Pleafing them, Let a Man 
but ſay What he would have, When, and how Much, or how Litite, 
and the Moons Taylor may take Meaſure of him ; but to be Longing 
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for this thing to Day , and for that thing to Morrow 3 to change Li- 
kings for Loathings, and to ſtand Wiſhing and Hankering at a Ven- 
ture, how is it poſlible for any Man to be at Reſt in this Fluctuant Wan- 
dering Humour and Opinion ? There's no fitting of a Gown to a Body 
that's of One Size when you take Meaſure of it, and of another when 
you come to put it on. Tis the very ſame Caſe with a Heart that is 
not True to it ſelf. And upon the whole Matter , Men of this Levity 
are Condemn'd to the Miſery of Living and Dying Uneaſy. 


A— 


Fas CCCCXXVI. 
A Poung Fellow about to Marry. 


Arrying and Hanging, they fay, go by Deſtiny, and the Blade 

had this Thoughe in A Head chaps, chat Deſird the 

Prayers of the Congregation , when b was upon the very 

Point of Matrimony. His Friends gave him no Anſwer it 

ſeems, which put him upon Reaſoning the Matter with them. 

Why Gentlemen, (fays he) if there had been but a Smck-up in 

the Caſe, you'd have cryd the Lord Bleſs ye Sir ; and there's 
more Danger in Marrying I hope, then there is in Sneezzug, 


The Moral. 


The Parſon was much in the Right ſure , that like the Hang-man , 
ark'd all People Forgiveneſs that he was to Marry 5 before be did Execu- 


tion upon them. 


REFLEXION. 


Many a Man runs a greater Riſque in a Wife, then the World is a- 
ware of, The Whimſical Freak of this Young Bantering Spark, would 
have made no 11! Ingredient into a Wiſe and a Sober Man's Litany; and 
though it looks like a Jeſt, there is ſomewhat in't yet that may be worth 
a thinking Man's Earneſt. But there will need no more then the | 

ence of thoſe that have Try'd the Circumſtances of this Bleſſed State, 
to Recommend the Morality of the Allufion, to the Thought of others, 
that are not yet Enter'd into the Matrimonial Nooſe. 


_— 
—_ 9 - 
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KF an GCCCAXVIL 
A Cloman truſted with a Secret. 


Here was a Good Woman (in the Days when Good Wo- 

men were in Faſhion) that valud her felf Wonderful- 
ly upon the Faculty of Retention , or (for the fake of Good 
Manners) upon the Admirable Gift ſhe had in the Keeping of 
a Secret. The Toy took her Husband in the Head once, to 
make Tryal of her Vertue that way ; and ſo he told her One 
Morning upon Waking, in the greateſt Contidence Imaginable, 
one of the Strangeſt Things perhaps that ever was heard of, 
which had that Night Befalln him : But my Dear, -ſays he, if 
you ſhould Speak ont again, I'm utterly Ruin'd ; and Women 
are generally fo Leaky, that in the whole Courſe of my Life, 
I have hardly met with any one of the Sex that could not hold 
her Breath longer then ſhe ſhould keep a Secret. Ah, my 
Life (fays ſhe.) but your Woman I aſſure ye, is none of that 
Number ? What ? Betray my Husbands Secrets, 1d Dye a 
Thouſand Deaths firſt. No my Heart, if ever I do, may——-- 
Her Husband at that word , ſtopd her Mouth, for fear of 
ſome Bloody Imprecation , and fo told her. Come Wife, ſays 
he, They that will Swear will Lye, and fo [11 rather tell you up- 
on Honour. Look ye here what has befall'n me; I have laid 
an Fgg to Night ; and fo he took the Egg from his Backfide, 
and bad her. Feel ont ; but if this ſhould ever come to Light 
now, People would fay that I was Hen-Trod, and the Dil- 
grace of ir would make me a Scandal to Mankind. This Se- 
cret lay Burning in the Breaſt of the Poor Woman, and kept 
her Waking , till ſhe had Day-lighe enough to Rile by ; and 
then ſoftly out of the Bed ſhe ſteals, for fear of Waking her 
Husband, and fo away Poſt-haſt to a Goſſipping Neighbour of 
her Acquaintance ; Hurries her out of her Bed ; Charms and 
Swears her to Privacy ; and then out comes the Secret, T hat 
her Husband had laid Two Eggs that very Night. This 
Confident had another Confident ; andthere 'twas Three Eggs. 
The next made ic Four ; and fo it went on (Encreafing {till;) 
trom one Goſlip to another, *ill by Six a Clock in the After- 
noon they had made it Forty Eges. 


T he 
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The MORAL 


Three may Keep Counſel, when Two are away. 
REFLEXION. 


There's no ſuch way of Publiſhing or Proclaiming any thing, as by 
Enjoyning a Woman under the Seal of Confeſſion to keep it Secret. They 
that are Curious to know Forbidden Secrets, are as Frank of Telling them 
again, and of Fnlarging them : So that whoever ſhews me a very Inqui- 
ſitive Body, I'll ſhew him a Blab, and one that (hall make a Privacy as 
Publick as a Proclamation. But if your Wite will have it fo, and calls 
for a Categorical Anſwer, [W:ll ye tell me, or will ye not ?] If you tell the 
Secret, 'tis odds but in Twelve Hours it ſhall be Town-Talk , and be 
made Thirteen times mere then *tis. If you Refuſe to tell it, there's 
no enduring the Exclamations, for want of Truſt and Confidence, and 
the Unaccountable Jealouſies that Follow upon't. For there are a fort 
of People that never conſider the many ſeparate Privacies of Truſt and 
Honour, that a Husband cannot honeſtly Communicate to a Wife, nor 
a Wife to a Husband : That is to ſay, where there's a Third Party or Mat- 
ter concern'd, apart from any thing in the Queſtion that is Conjugal be- 
twixt them. 

He that can doubt of the Reaſon and the Neceſfity of this Guard and 
Caution, muſt be much a Stranger to the Hiſtory of the Great Rebellion 
under Charles the Firſt of Bleſſed Memory ; when fo many State-Intrigues 
paſs'd through the Hands oft Women, who are without Diſpute the beſt 
of Spies, and the moſt proper Inſtruments for Diſcovery and Intelligence: 
Eſpecially if they be Women of Addreſs, Wit, and Beauty ; for the very 
Sex has certain Privileges upon the Point of a Cavalier-Gallantry and 
Good Breeding, to cover them from the ſtritneſſes of Search and Exa- 
mination that other Agents are commonly Subjected to. 

Now to Reconcile a ſeeming ContradiQon here, in making Women 
at the ſame time to be both Fit and Unfit to be Truſted 3; this Fable 
does not ſtrike ſo much at the Futility of Women in General, as at the 
Incontinent Levity of a Prying Inquiſitive Humour 3 and it falls-in over 
and above, by way of a Short and Pertinent Digrefſion, to ſhew that 
State-Matters are Morally Excepted out of the Articles of Marriage. 
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F a » CCCCXXVIII. 
A Coman and Thruthes. 


N the Days of Yore, when Men and their Wives agreed 
like Dog and Cat in a Houſe together , the Good Man 
had been a Shooting it ſeems , and brought his Dame Home 
a Dozen of Black-Birds with him. Come, Sweet Heart, ſays he, 
Pruhee let's have theſe Black-Birds to Supper. Blackbirds ? fays 
Ggg 2 the, 
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ſhe, the Lord Bleſs us, why certainly the Man's a Change- 
ling. Come, come, ou ſhall have your Thruſhes for Supper 
then. Well, lays he, but I tell you agam , HI have theſe Black- 
birds to Supper. That's well , Quoth the Woman ; and I rell 
you Again aud Again, that YOU ſhall have theſe Thruſhes for 
Supper. Prithee my Dear, ſays the Man, If I ſay they are Black- 
birds , let 'em be Blackbirds : 11/ *— he you to think they may be 
Thr uſhes, but don't Coutradit me, Prithee my Dear , ſays ſhe, 
if I have a Fool to my Husband, 1s my Husband's Wife bound 
to be a Fool for Company ? Huſſ; ', "dox' Provoke me, ſays the Man, 
but let the wo__ be Dreſs d, and do as Ibid ye; Obey your Hus- 
band pad leſt. Litelixins, ſays ſhe, I know no more Reaſon 
I have to Obey my Husband, then my Husband has to Obey 
me ; and Sirrah in the Teeth of ye, ſince yare Hullving of 
me ; no other Woman would have the Patience tov be Abusd 
thus. From thele Family-Words they fell to Blows, and there 
was the Wig in one Corner, and the Head-Gear in another, upon 
the Queſtion whether they were Blackbirds or Thruſhes. "When 
the Bickering was over , they went very comfortably to Bed 
together, and ſo rubb'd on in a kind of Catterwalling Life, *ill 
Juſt that Day Twelve Month: And then came the Hiſtory of the 
Blackbirds ll the Thruſhes upon the Carpet again. Ah ye 
Beaſt you, ſays the Woman, how did you Beat your Poor 
Wite Surah , this day T welve Month about thoſe Damned 
Thruſhes. Blackbirds Je Jade, ſays the One ; Thruſhes ye Rogue, 
ſays rother : And ſo in One word, they Play'd the ſame Farce 
over again ; infomuch , that for the time they Liv d together, 
the Woman had an Saniverſary Beating, as duly as the Day of 
the Month came about every Year after. 


The MORAL. 


— Calum hcet & Mare Terris 
Confundas, Homo ſum.------ What muſt be muſt be. 


REFLEXION. 


'T 15 a Folly next to Madneſs for Women to be Trying Maſteries with 
their Husbands to fay nothing of the Scandal they bring upon them- 
ſelves and their Families, by ſuch a Forfeiture of Honour , Diſcretion, 
Modeſty and Good Manners Nay, and 'tis well too, if from ſome Men, 
and upon ſome Provocations, they ſcape the Diſcipline of a good Drub- 
bing into the Bargain, 


Thcre 
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There are Divers Important DoCtrins Couch'd under this Fable ; Firſt, 
the Infuperable Obſtinacy of a Violent Woman. Secondly, TI he Scandal 
of the Example, as well as the Folly of the Competiticn. Thirdly, The 
Natural Iſſue of the Controverſy, where the Weakeſt muſt expect to go 
tO the Wall. The World, Heaven be Thanked, does not want inſtan- 
ces to illuſtrate this Figure. So that there will be leſs need of Amplity- 
ing upon it. We are not here upon the Philoſophy of the Freak, but 
upon the Shametul Lewdnefs of the Prattice. Sirrah, (fays a Woman to 
a Friend of mine, that took her oft from Beating her Husband,) Pm 2 
Wor'ſfterſhire Woman, and 1 won't be Abus'd TJuvenals Homo ſum, fays all 
in Two Words. When the Devil of this Pathon is Raisd. there's no A- 
biding the Storm, and there's no Laying on't. One ſuch Womans Tongue 
(fays the Port) is beyond all the Pans and Kettles in the Country, to bring 
the Moon oi of an Eclipſe. Keep up the Dialogze, and (h= Kills you; ler 
it fall, ard you Kill ber. This was the very Caſe of a Certain Divine 
that Chid a Woman for ſtriking and Reviling her Husband. She left her 
Husband immediately, and fell upon the Jacket of the Parſon , who 
ſtood Gaping at her a full Hour and a Half together, without one word 
ot Reply. The Paſſion put her at laſt into Fits, and the firſt Word ſhe 
ſaid upon coming to her ſelf again, was no more then this , Ab Sir, fays 
ſhe, Ever while you live Anſwer a Woman. 

To come now to the Doftrin that's wrapt up in the Example. *Tis Scan- 
dalous with a Reſpe& to the Ordinances both of God and Man 3 tis a high 
Offence to Common Decency, in regard of the Sex, the Duty, and the 
Relation: \nd then rismoſt abominably Indiſcreet, becauſe if the Man be not 
a Coxcomb, the Woman is ſure to be Worſted ; and if he be one, 'cis 
as good as a Noverint Univerſs, that there's a Fool and a Shrew well met. 
The Word Toak-Fellow, goes a great way with a Thruſþ-Woman. And fo 
does the Text, that ſays, They ſhall be both One Fleſh. From whence ſhe 
inters an Equality at leaſt, if not a Right of Dominion 3 for the Rib 
ought to have ſome Preference above the Clay. 

This is not to be taken for a General Charatter of Women, but for a 
Reproof only of ſome Eager-Spirited Gypſies of the Sex 3 and for the Ho- 
nour alſo of thoſe Angelical Perte&ions, which render them both the Joy 
and the Bleffing of Mankind, when they live Suitably in all Points to the . 
Intent of their Creation. 


F ag. CCCOCXAIX. 
Two Soldiers go Halves. 


He Humour took Two Country Fellows in the Head 

to turn Soldiers, and ſo away they went to try the 
Chance of War, upon an Agreement to go Halves in the Ad- 
venture. The One fell Sick upon the way ; T'other went for- 
ward to the Army, where he got himſelf both Mony and 
Credit, At his Return a while atter, he found his Friend up- 
on the Mending hand, and told him how and how, which he 


Was 
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was Extreamly Glad to hear, becauſe of the Snip that he him- 
ſelf Expected upon the Dividend. As they were Talking of 
this and thar by the by ; he took his time to put 1n a hint a- 
bout Sharing the Booty according to their Agreement. That's 
all the Reaſon in the World ſays rother ; bur then there are 
other things to be Divided roo, which I ha'nt cold you of, and 
when we come to Reckon, we had een as good make one A ork 
ont, and count all rogether. "This, fays Cother to himſelf, 

mult be ſomething of Plate, Jewels or Precious Plunder ; and 
ſv he came Bluncly to the Quettion, what it was chat his Came- 
rade had gotten beſides ? Why look ye, ſays the Soldier, (ſhew- 
ing him his Naked Body} Here are Bruifes, Wounds, dick 
and Scars, that are to be Divided as well as the Mony. Nay, 

ſays the other, you may cen keep all yave got to your own uſe 
then ; for 1'll have no Dividing upon thoſe Terms. 


The MoRat. 
Partners muſt go Half- Profit, Halj-Loſs, "tis no Bargain elſe. 


REFLEXION. 


T1s Wiſdom not to give more for a Thing then 'tis Worth; and in 
Common Equity, Partners ſhould take the Good and the Bad one with 
another, or let both alone. People ſhould not enter Hard over Head in- 
to Partnerſhips or Adventures, either in War or in Buſneſs 3 they ſhould 
conſider that the Blows and the Scars are to be Divided, as well as the 
Piſtoles and the Ducats, and the Loſs as well as the Profit. The Two 
Parties are as good as Man and Wife, where the Bargain 1s for Better 
for Worſe. Nay, there's Brawling as well as Killing in the very State of 
Matrimony it ſelf; and when People come to be Us'd to Both at Once, 
let them ſet one againſt the other, and then put the Gain in their Eyes. 
It Life be a Journey, Men muſt expe& Foul way as well as Fair, and 
content themſelves to Travel in All Weathers, and through All Difhcul- 
ties 3 which is no more then the ſame Mixture that we meet with in All our 
Undertakings : Wherefore let no Man Brag of his Bargain , till he has 
caſt up his Account, and ſet the Scars againſt the Booty. 


——————— 
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F'a » CCCCXXX. 
A Lion and a Man. 
Mong other good Counſels that an Old Experienc'd L101 


gave to his VYhelp, this was One ; that he ſhould ne- 
Yer Contend with a Man ; for lays he, if ever you do gy 


FABLES of ſeveral Authors. 


be Worſted. The Little, Lion gave his Father the Hearing, and 
kept the Advice in his Thought , bur it never went near his 
Heart. When he came to be grown up afterward, and in the 
Flower of his Screngcth and V igour , About and About he 
Ranges to look for a Man to Grapple with : In his Ramble he 
chances to Spy a Toak of Oxen ; io up to 'em he goes preſently ; 
Heark ye Friends, fays he, are you MEN? They told him 
No ; but their Maſter was a Man. Upon leaving the Oxen, 
he went to a Horſe, that he ſaw Brid/ed, and Td to a Tree, 
and askd him the fame Queſtion 3 No, fays the Horſe, 1 am no 
Man my Self, but he that Bridled and Saddled me, and ty'd me up 
here, He's a Man. He goes after this, to one that was Cleav- 
ing of Blocks. Dye hear, fays the Lion, You ſeem to be a 
Man. And a Man | am, ſays the Fellow. That's well, quoth 
the Lion, and dare you Fight with Me ? Yes, fays the Man, 
I dare Fight with ye : VVhy 1 can Tear all theſe Blocks to 
Pieces ye fee. Put your Feet now into this Gap, where you 
ſee an Iron Thing there, and try what you can do. The Lion 
preſently put his Claws into the Gaping of the Wood, and 
with One Luſty Pluck, made it give way, and out drops the 
Wedge, the Wood unmediately Cloſing upon't ; and there 
was the Lion caught by the Toes. The Woodman preſently 
upon this, Raiſes the Country, and the Lion finding what a 
Streight he was in, gave one Hearty Twitch, and got his Feet 
out of the Trap, but left his Claws Behind him. So away 
he goes back to his Father, all Lame and Bloody , with this 
Confeſſion in his Mouth ; Alas, my Dear Father, ſays he, This 
had never been, if I had follow'd your Advice. 


The Moral 


Diſobedience to Parents is againſt the Laws of Nature and of Nations 3 
Common Juſtice, Prudence and Good Manners; and the Vengeance of 
Heaven, Sooner or Later, Treads upon the Heels owt. 


REFLEXION. 


People are not to Reaſon upon Obedience to Parents, and Submiſhon 
to Governors, provided there be nothing in the Command, or in the Im- 
poſition that is ſimply Evil. Reafon in Man, does abundantly ſapply 
the Defet of other Faculties wherein we are Inferior to Beaſtsz an 
what we cannot compaſs by Force, we bring about by Stratagem. 
The Intent of this Fable, is to ſet forth the Excellency of Man above 
all Creatures upon the Earth 3 and to ſhew that he is Lord and Ruler 0- 
ver all the reſt their Teeth, Claws, Stings, and other means of Offence, 


notwithſtanding. The Young Lion himſelf is Charg'd by his Sire not to 
Contend 
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Contend with him 3; ſo that conſequently no Creature of leſs Force is up- 
on any Terms to Encounter him. Not but that there are ſome ſpecial 
Inſtances to the contrary, in Exception to the General Rule. The Mo. 
raliſt makes the Event to confirm the Reaſon, and to ſupport the Autho- 
rity of the Lions Council. It may paſs likewiſe in ſome ſort, for a Pu- 
niſhment of Diſobedience to a Parent z but there's the Voice of Provi- 
dence and Wiſdom in't, as well as the Voice of a Father 3 which is in- 
timated in ſhewing us, that the Yoak of Oxen, and the Horſe that ſtood 
Bridled and Sadled, had a Mar: ſtill to their Maſter. 
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F a  CCCCXXXL 
A Hare and a Sparrow. 


A Sparrow happen'd to take a Buſh juſt as an Fagle made 
009 


a Stoop at a Hare , and when ſhe had got her 1n the 
t, Poor Wat cryd out for Help. VVell, (lays the Spar- 
row ) and why dont ye Run for't now ? I thought your Foot- 
manſhip would have Sav'd ye. In this very Moment comes 
a Hawk, and whips away the Sparrow ; which gave the Dying 
Hare this Conſolation in her laſt Diſtreſs, that ſhe ſaw her In- 
folent Enemy overtaken with a juſt Vengeance, and that the 
Hard-Hearted Creature that had no Pity for Another , could ob- 
tain none for her ſelf neither , when ſhe ſtood moſt in need 
on't, 


The Moral. 


Tis with Men, and Governments, as it is with Birds and Beaſts. The 
Weaker are a Prey to the Stronger, and ſo one under another, through 
the whole Scale of the Creation. We ought therefore to have a Fellow- 
ſeeling of one anothers AftiFions ; for no ll\ody knows whoſe Turn may 

e next. 


REFLEXION. 


HERE's a Juſt Judgment upon Il|-Nature, wherefore let no Man make 
Sport with the Miſerable, that is in danger to be Miſerable Himſelf, as 
Every Man may bez and in Truth every Man deferves ſo to be, that has 
no Tenderneſs tor his Neighbour. It is a High Degree of Inhumanity 
not to have a Fellow.feeting of the Misfortune of my Brother 3 but 
to take Pleaſure in my Neighbours Miſery, and to make Merry with it, 
1s not only a Brutal, but a Diabolical Barbarity and Folly. 

, 
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F as. CCCCXXXII. 
A For and a Cock, 


Hungry Fox that had got a Cock in his Eye, and could 

not tell how to come at him ; caft himſelf at his 
Length _ the Ground, and there he lay winking and pink- 
ing as if he had Sore Eyes. Ah, (fays he to the Cock) I have 
gotten a Thorn here, with Creeping through a Hedge Cother 
Day 3 twould be the greateſt Charity in the VVorld, if you 
would bur help me out with it. V Vhy truly, fays the Cock, Iam 
no Oculzſt, and if I ſhould go to Help One Eye, and put Out 
T other with my Spur, we ſhould have but an Untoward Buſ- 
neſs ont ; but if you are not in very great Haſt, I can fly 
Home in a Trice, and bring ye One that ſhall certainly (tre 
ye. The Fox finding 'twas all but Banter : Well, : ſays he) tw 
no Great Matter then ; for the miore Phyſicians, the more Danger, 


they ſay. 
The MORAL 


Shuffling and Fencing , is in many Caſes both Allowable and Neceſſary : 
ſpecially where Craft is to be Encounter d with Craft. 


REFLEXION. 


THztRe's no Traſting to a Known _ and an Enemy Both in One, 
and therefore the Cock, was too Crafty for the Fox here,\ arid kept hinj- 
ſelf upon his Guard. There is this Miſchief in Falſe. Dealing , that. ic 
forces People to be Hard Natur'd and Suſpicious in their own Defence's 
for Credulity is Mortal. Not but that many Men are I[mpos'd npon to 
their Ruin by a Miſtaken Charity and Compeſſion. It is'a-Nice Point hows 
ever, for a Man to take upon him to Afhgn the Many and Various Ca- 
ſes that occur upon this Topick, and fo as to allot ther their Juſt. and 
Proper Limits, with ſuch a wy to Good Nature and Diſcretion, as nei- 
ther to be Wanting to Orr Selves, nor to Others: But yet the Poſſzble 
Danger of Relieving a Miſerable Perſon, for fear be ſhould ' be a Counter- 
feit, will not Excuſe a Man from doing Afts of Hamanity, notwithitand- 
ing that Pretence. But there is a e Hazzard in't, for 'we may Miſ- 
carry either by too Little Caution, One way, or by too Much Preſumption 
the other. Now the Smelling out of a Trick, and the Defeating of it, 
does not come fo Home, as Repaying of it in kind 5 for the Contempt 10 
the manner of doing it, gives a kind of Sting to the Diſappoiniveent. 
But the Fox however has the Grace of other Baxtering ey ; That 
is to ſay, he is never to be put out of Countenence 3 and when be finds 
himſelt Pinch'd, he ſhifts it off with a Drod. 


H hh : F a 8- 
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Fas. CCCCXXXIIL 
Joy and Sozrow are near A-kin. 


Here paſsd a great many Bitter VVords once upon a 

time betwixt 3y and Sorrow ; infomuch that they Mov'd 

the Court upon it by Conſent, and made a Chancery Cauſe 
on't. , Upon a Fair and a Full Hearing , _—_ found ſome 
colour of Equity on Both Sides, and would fain have made 'em 
Friends again. You ſhould conſider , ſays he, how near yare 
a-kn, and what a Scandal, 'tis to have theſe Heats and Squabbles 
among Relations ; But all this went in at One Ear, and out at 
Toother : So that when he ſaw there was no Good to be done, 
he paſsd this Sentence upon them , that {1nce they would not 
go Hand in Hand Amucably of Themſelves , they ſhould be 
Linkd together in a Chain ; and Each of them in his Turn 
ſhould be perpetually Treading upon the Heel of the Other ; 


and not a Pin Matter then which went Foremoſs. 


The Moral. 


No Man is to Preſume in Pro , or to Deſpair in Adverſity 5 for Good 
and Ill Ro > one mates as fv and Night. 


REFLEXION. 


IT is the lot of Mankind to be Happy and Miſerable by Turns. The 
Wiſdom of Natwre will have it fo ; and it is exceedingly for our Advan- 
tage that fo it ſhould be. There's nothing Pure under the Heavens, and 
the Rule holds in the Chances of Life, as well as in the Elements : Be- 
fide, that ſuch an Abſtracted Simplicity, (if any ſuch thing there were,) 
would be neither Nouriſhing to us, nor Profitable. By the Mediation 
of this Mixture, we have the Comfort of Hope to ſupport us in our Di- 
ſtreſſes, and the Apprehenſions of a Change , to keep a Check upon us in 
the very Huff of our Greatneſs «nd Glory: So that by this Viciſlitude of 
Good and Evil, we are kept ſteady in our Philoſophy , and in our Reli- 

ion. The One Minds us of God's Omnipotence and Juſtice ; the Other of 
his Goodneſs and” Mercy: The One tells us, that there's No Truſting to 
our own Strength; the Other Preaches Faith and Refrenation in the Prof 
of an Over-ruling Providence that takes Care of us. What is it but Sick- 
neſs that gives us a Taſte of Health? Bondage the Relliſh of Liberty? 
And what but the Experience of Wart that Enhances the Value of Plen- 
iy ? That which we call Exſe is only an Indolency or a Freedom from Pain; 
and there's no ſuch thing as Felicity or Miſery , but by the Compariſon. 
'Tis very true that Hopes and Fears are the Snares of Life in ſome Reſpetts 3 
but then they are the Relief of it in others. Now for fear of the worſt 
however on either hand, every Man has it in his own Power by the 
Force 
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Force of Natural Reaſon, to Maſter the Temptation of falling either into 
Preſumption or Deſpair. 


kan COLCAAXIV. 
The ©wl and the Dun. 


Here was a Pinking Owl once upon a very Bright and 
| a Glorious Morning, that fate Sputtering at the Swn; 
and ask'd him what he meant to ſtand Staring her in the Eyes 
at that Rate, Well, fays the Sun, but if your Eyes will not 
bear the Light, what's your Quarrel to my Beams that Shed it 2 
Do you think it a Reaſonable Thing that the whole VYorld 
ſhould be Depriv'd of the Greateſt Bleſſing in Nature, to Gra- 
tify the Folly, the Arrogance and the Infirmity of One Sot? 


The MorarL, 


There is nothing ſo Excallext , or ſo Faultleſs, but Exvy and Detration 
will find ſomenrhat to ſay againſt it. 


REFLEXION. 


IT is no more in the Power of Calumny and Envy to Blaſt the Dig- 
nity of a Wiſe and of an Honeſt Man, then it was in the Power of the 
Blear-Ey'd Owl here, to caſt a Scandal upon the Glory and Greatneſs of 
the Sur. The Principles of Good and Evil are as Firm, as the Founda- 
tions of the Earth, and never had any Man Living the Face yet to make 
an Open Profeflion of Wickedneſs in its own Name. Not but that Men 
of Vicious Lives and Converſations, have found out ways of Impoſing 
their Corruptions and Infirmities upon the World for Virtues, under falſe 
Semblances and Colours. But there's no Man all this while, that ſets up 
for a Knave or a Coxcomb in Dire&t Terms. Now the Myſtery of the 
Cheat lies in, the Artificial Diſguiſing of One thing for Another, and in 
making Evil paſs for Good, and Good for Evil : As every Virtue has its 
Bordering Vice, and every Vice its Bordering Virtue. So that the Pre- 
tence 1s Fair ſtill, let the Praftice be never ſo Foul, and Men will be try- 
ing to bring down the Rule to the Error, where they cannot Reconcile 
the Error to the Rule. When People have once Inverted the Meaſures 
of Moral Equity, and Natural Reaſon, and brought the Queſtion of Right 
or Wrong, fo fo as in them lies, to a Falſe Standard, there follows in 
courſe, an Envious Malevolence upon the Oppoſition. As for Example 
A Fool Naturally Hates a Philoſopher : A Debauchee does as Naturally 
Hate a Man of good Government , and Moderation. A Man of Con- 
ſcience and Religion is as much an Eye-Sore to a Profligate Atheiſt : 
And a Mercenary Knight of the Poſt has juſt as much Kindneſs for a Man 
of Probity and Virtue. To Conclude the Moral , There are of theſe 
Hhh 2 Owls 
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Man of Honour and Integrity Shines on, like the Sun in the Firmament, 
Unconcern'd, and continues his Courſe, 
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San! COOCCAAXV. 


Jupiter and a Farmer. 


vpiter had a Farm a long time upon his hand, for want of a 
J Tenant to come up to his Price, till a Bold Fellow at laſt 
was content to Take it, upon Condition that he Himſelf mighe 
have che Ordering of the Air and the Seaſons, as he thought fic. 
So Jupiter Covenanted with him, chat it ſhould be Hor or 
Cold, Wet or Dry, Calm or Windy, as the Tenant ſhould 
Direct. In concluſion, this Man had efteCtually a Climate of 
his own, that his very next Neighbours felt nothing of : And 
it was well they did not ; for when they had a Plentiful Har- 
veſt and Vintage, the Farmer himſelf had hardly any Corn or 
Graſs upon his Ground. He took other Meaſures the Year fol- 
lowing, which (as it fell out) provd the more Unkindly of 
the Two. He held on however, till he was upon the very 
Point of Breaking ; and when it came to that once, he was 
en glad to Petition Jupiter to Releaſe him of his Bargain ; for 
he was now Convinc'd, that Providence knows Better what is 


good for us, then we know what is good for our Selves. 


The MORAL. 


We ſhould do well to make it One Petition in our Litany , that in many 
Caſes Heaven would be ſo Gracious to #4, as not to heer our Prayers ; 
for we are otherwiſe in Danger to be Ondone by our own Wiſhes. 


REFLEXION. 


WHAT work would Malevolents and Malecontents make in the World, 
f they might but have che Governing of itz and if Heaven were not 
more Mercitul to us, then to grant us our own Wiſhes > Wherefore there 
muſt be no Preſcribing of Rules to the Divine Wiſdom. What a Con- 
fuſion would it bring upon Mankind, it all thoſe People that are Unſatis- 
fed with the Motions, Revolutions and Influences of the Ccaleſtial Orbs 3 
the Courſe of the Seaſons, and the Providential Diſtribution of Heats 
and Colds, Rain, Froſts and Sun-ſbine, might be Allow'd to take the Go- 
vern:ment into their own Hands? There needs nothing more to Con- 
vince us of the Vanity, the Malice and the Folly of theſe Intermed- 


lcrs with the Works and Orders of an Over-ruling Power 3 and yet 
we 
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we muſt be making Articles and Conditions forſooth, in Matters where 
we have neither Authority nor Skill : And where, in ſpite of our Hearts, 
we muſt Submit, as in Duty and Reverence we are Obliged to Reſign, 
and to Obey. 


Fas CCCCXXXVI. 


A COolf turns Religious. 


Wolf that was paſt Labour, had the Wit in his Old Age, 
yet to make the beſt of a bad Game : He borrows a Ha- 


A. ſo about he goes Begging a Charity from Door to Door 
under the Diſguiſe of a Pilgrim : And for ought we know, this 
may be one of the Pilgrims that were to have Landed at Met- 
os Haven , in the Year 167], One of his Relations that 
ad the Fortune to Meet him in this Holy Garb and Pre- 
tence, took him up Roundly , for {tooping ſo much below 
the Dignity of his Family and Profeſſion. Why what would 
you have me do? ſays the Pilgrim Wolf. My Teeth and my Heels 
are gone, ſo that 1 can neither Run, nor Worry, and 1 muſt either 
Cant, and turn Religious, or Starve. 


The MoratL 


When People can live no longer by Downright Rapine and Villany , for 
want of Strength, Means or Ability to go on at the Old Rate, 'tis a 
common thing for 'em to Drive on the Old Trade ſtill under a Semblance 
of Religion and Virtue: So that Impotency goes a great way toward the 
Converſion of an Old Sinner. 


* 


REFLEXION. 


A Proſelyte-Wolf is a very Saint yet to a Proſelyte-Chriſtian, that makes 
his Belly his God, and Renounces his Faith for Bread. Now over and 
above the Lively Image of the Practice of the World in this Wonderful 
Converſion, 'tis Pleaſant enough to confider how Gravely the New-Con- 
vert is taken up by one of his Fellow Wolves , tor bringing ſuch a Diſ- 
grace upon his Charg&er and Function, as to ſubmit to the Picking up 
of a Livelyhood in that Strolling way of Canting and Begging 3 which in 
the Mora], gives us to Underſtand, that the Hypocrite is the Fouler and 
the Baſer Beaſt of the Two. The Dod@rin of this Fable, if the Matter 
were well Examin'd, would more or lefs ren thorough the whole Race 
of Mankind ; for Repentance and a New Life, is naturally the Diſcourſe 
and Retreat of Old Sinners, when they find they can Live by Barefac'd 


Wickedneſs no longer : What a Hideous Roll would it make, if the 
Names 
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Names of all the People that are Pointed at under this Emblem of the 
Pilgrim-Wolf were written in their Foreheads ! 


Fas CCCCXXXVII. 
The Alles Skin. 


Miſerable 4ſs that was ready to {ink under Blows and 
Burdens, call'd upon Death to Deliver him from that 
Intolerable Oppreſhon. Death was within Hearing it ſeems, 
and took him at his VVord ; but told him withal for his 
Comfort , that whereas other Creatures end their Misfortunes 
and their Lives together, You mult not expect that it will be 
ſo with you ; for (fays Death,) theyl make Drums of your 
Skin, when your Carcaſs ſhall be Carrion , and never leave 
Drubbing of ye fo long as one Piece will hold to another. 


The Moral, 


Some People are Miſerable d the Relief even of Death it ſelf : That 
is to Jay, there are Men that lead Refileſs Lives in this World, under 
« Dreadful Apprehenſion at the ſame time, of being more Wretched in the 
w#ext. 


REFLEXION. 


T n1s Moral does not Iye fo ſquare, as to bear any great weight 
upon't. 'Tis true, that our Fame and Memory ſhall outlive our Bodies 3 
and that in that Senſe a Man may be faid to be Miſerable after his 
Death ; even in a Pagan yay of Underſtanding it, as well as with a Re- 
gard to the Immortality of the Soul in a Chriſtian Applicatiog. lt holds 
forth to us the Pertinacy of Ill Fortune, in Purſuing ſome People into 
their very Graves : But they that are born to a Fatality of Endleſs Mis- 
fortunes, muſt ſubmit to go thorough with them. 


« — —_ 
— neon — 


F a» CCCCXXXNVIII 


A Fool and a Hot Jron. 


Smith threw "down a Horſe-Shoe in his Shop that was 

but juſt come out of the Fire : A Fool rogk it up ; it 

burnt his Fingers, and he caſt it down again. Why ye Block- 
head you fays the Workman , could not you have try'd whe- 


ther 
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ther 'twas Hor or no before you Meddled with it ? How try ? 
fays the Fool. Why a Hot Iroz would have Hiſg'd if you had 
but Spit upon't. The Fool carry'd this Philoſophy away with 

im, and took an Occaſion afterward to Sprt in his Porridge, to 
try if theyd Hiſs. They did not Heſs it ſeems,” and ſo he 
Guttled 'em up, and Scalt his Chops. Well, ſays orie that was 
by, and could not you have ſtayd 'till they were Cold? V Vhy 
I thought they had been Cold, fays the Fool. You might have 
known they were Hot fays tother by their Smoaking. ' The 
Fool carried this in his Mind too ; and going a while after to 
a Spring-Head to quench his Thirſt, he fancy'd that the Foun 
tain Smoak'd too ; and there he ſtaid till he was almoſt Choakd, 
for fear of Burning his Chops once again. | 


The M oRAL. 


This very Innocent may ſerve to Teach Wiſe Men Cantion, that they Exa- 
mine Matters before they poſe « Judgment upon them ; for otherwiſe 
we live at a kind of Hap Hazzard, and without any Inſight into Cauſes 
and Effet. . 


REFLEXION. 


'T1s a Great Folly not to Diſtinguiſh betwixt things Extreamly Dif- 
fering in their Qualities and Nature 3 'tis no wonder to find one Simpli- 
city of this Kind follow'd with more 3 for Weak Men will be ——— 
ing the laſt Rule to the next Caſe, for want of Reaſoning and C - 
ing upon the whole. "Tis an Odd Thing now, that a Moxntebank ſhould 
get Reputation by the ſame Error that makes an Idiot yet more Ridicu- 
lous 3 that is to ſay, by Preſeribing the ſame Remedy to all Diſcaſcs. 
There was juſt ſuch another Innocent as this, in my Fathers Family : He 
did the Courſe Work in the Kitchin, and was bid at his firſt 
take off the Range, and let down the Cynders before he went to 
The Poor Silly Wretch laid Hands of the Irons, when they were next 
to Red Hot yet, and they ſtuck to his Fingers, A Vengeance on ye, ſays he, 
Yare as Warm as Wool 3 and ſo ſhook *em off again. Now this Innocent, I 
dare Anſwer for him , had never read Camerariae , fo that he did not 
Burn his Fingers by that Copy, | 


Fas 
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F a = CCCCXXXTX. 
A Cock and Doſes. 


Cock was got into a Stable, and there was he Neſtling 

in the Straw among the Horſes ; and (till as the Fir took 
em, theyd be Stamping and Flinging , and laying about 'em 
with their Heels,, So the Cock very gravely Admoniſhd them) 
Pray my Good Friends, let us have a Care, fays he, that we 
dont Tread upon One Another. 


The MORAL. 


Onequal Converſations are Dangerous and Inconvenient to the Weaker Side 
in many Reſpe#s, whether it be in Regard of Quality , Fortune , or the 
like 5 where the weight of the One, ſinks the Other : And no matter 
whether we Embark out of Vanity or Folly , for "tis Hazzardows both 


W495. 
REFLEXION. 


So = many a Vain Fool in the World , as this Cock does in the 
Like Cafe, and Expoſes himſelf to Scorn, as well as DeſtruQtion. 'Tis a 
neceſlary Point of Wiſdom for People to ſort themſelves with fit Com- 
pany, and to make.a Right Judgment ot their Converſation. I do not 
mean. in, the matter of Morals only , where Vicious and Ill Habits are 
Contagious 3 but there ſhould a Regard be had to the very Size, Qua- 
lity and Degree of the Men that we Frequent: For where the Diſpro- 
portion 1s very great, a Man may be Ruin'd without Malice, and Cruſh'd 
to, Pieces by the Weight even.of One that has a Kindneſs for him. Now 
where, we Mizjudge the Matter, a Miſcarriage draws Pity after it, but 
when- we are Franſported' by Pride and Vanity into ſo/Dangerous an At- 
feMtion, our, Ruin lies at our own Door. 


Fas CCCCXL. 
A Gard'ner and a Pole. 


Gardner took a Mole in his Grounds, and the Queſtion 

was, whether he ſhould put her to Death or no. The 
Mole Pleaded that ſhe was one of his Family, and Digg'd his 
Garden for Nothing : Nay , ſhe Infifted upon't, what Pity 
twas to Deſtroy a Creature that had ſo ſmooth a Skin, 
and Twenty other Little Pretences. Come , come , fays the 
2rd Nets 
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Gard'ner, I am not to be Fool'd with a Parcel of Fait V Votds: 
You have Nothing for Digging tis True ; but pray who fer 
you at VVork? Is it for my Service dye think, to have 
my Plants and my Herbs torn up by the Roots? And what's 
your buſneſs at laſt, but by doing all you can for the filling of 
your own Belly, to leave me nothing to Ear ? 


Fas CCCCXLEL 
A Van and a WWeazle. 


Here was a Weazle taken in a Trapp, and whether ſhe 

ſhould Dye or not, was the Point : The Maſter of the 
Houſe Chargd her with heavy Miſdemeanors, and the Poor 
Vermine ſtood much upon her Innocence and Merit. Why 
lays ſhe, I keep your Houſe clear of Mice. Well, fays the 
Man, but you do't for your Own ſake, not for Mine. What 
work would they make in the Pantry and the Larder , (fays 
ſhe) if it were not for me? And in the mean time (ſays the 
Maſter of the Houſe) You your Self devour the fame things 
that they would have Eaten, Mice and All : But you would 
fain ſham it upon me, that you do me a Service, when in 
Truth you do mean Injury ; and therefore you deſerve a double 
Death ; Firſt, For the Faulc ic ſelf, and chen for the Juſtifi- 


cation of 1t. 


The Moral of the Two Fables above. 


'Tis according to the Courſe of thoſe Kind Offices in the World, ih we 
call Friendſbip, to do one another Good for our Own Sakes. 


REFLEXION. 


T+rrnr's nothing Commoner in this World then the Cafe of the Mole 
here and the Weazle : That is to fay, the Caſe of People that Value 
themſelves mightily upon Merit 3 when in the mean time they do only 
their own Buſneſs. What Virtue is it for me to do another Man good 
by Chance; or where's the Obligation of doing it for my own Profit ? 
'Tis the Will of a Man that qualifies the Action. A Body may do me 
Good, and yet Deſerve to be Puniſh'd fort. He may fave my Life for 
the purpoſe, with an Intention to take it away. There is however ſome 
Regard to be had to the very Inſtrument that Providence makes uſe 
of tor our Advantage. But this is out of a Reſpe& to the Providence, 


not to the Man: And we are not yet come up to the Force of the 
I11 Fable 


—_—— OO > OO CS —_————_ 
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Fable nenher ; for many People have the Confidence to Plead Merit, 
when Eifcitually they do us Miſchiet. 


— 


Sas TXCCALIL 
A (Woman, Cat and Mice. 


Good Woman that was willing to keep her Checſes from 

the Mice, thought to Mend the Matter by getting her 
a Cat. Now Puſs Anſwerd the Womans Intent and ExpeCta- 
tion, in keeping the Mice from Nibbling the Cheeſes ; but ſhe 
her ſelf at the fame time devourd the Mice, Cheeſe and all, 


The Moral. 


This has been our Caſe within the Memory of Man : There were a matter of Half 
a Dozen [I ittle Roguy Political Mice lay Nibbling at our Liberties and Pro- 
perties, and all Peoples Months Open'd for the Providing of ſome 500 Cats 
to Deſtroy them. The End on't was this, they Kill d the Vermine;, but 
then they Gobbled wp Priviledges and All : And was not the World 
well Amended ? | 


£ REFLEXION. 


T = x Preſent State of Things is beſt, unleſs we may be very well Al 
ſur'd that the Danger of the Remedy is not Greater then that of the 
Diſeaſe : Nay it fo falls out many times, that a Thing may be Good for 
the Diſtemper, and yet Mortal to the Patient : Wherefore Men ſhould 
never Trouble their Heads about Innovations for (light Matters, without 
a ſtri& Calculation, upon the Profit or Loſs of the Exchange. The Fan- 
cy of the Cat and Mice, Points very naturally at the Cafe of Monarchy 
and gpiſcopacy in the Days of King Charles the Firſt. There were Grie- 
vances of all forts Complain'd of , and Popular Diſputes Raisd about 
Prerogative and Arbitrary Power, in the pretended Favour of Liberty 
and Property. Every thing was amiſs they cry'd , and nothing would 
ſerve the Turn but a General Reformation 3 and what was the Ifue at 
laſt, but the Cat that ſhould have Killd the Mice, Eat up, as che Fable 
lays, Mice, Cheeſe and All. 
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F as CCCCXLIIL 
A Man in Tears for the Loſs of his (ike. 


Ever had any Man ſuch a Loſs in a Woman certainly 

as I have had ! cries a VViddower in the Fluſh of his 
Extravagancies for a Dead Wife : Never ſo dear a Creature ! 
Never ſo Miſerable a Wretch ! And fo he runs Raving on, 


w, 


how he ſhould Abhor the Sex it ſelf now ſhe is gone. As he 
was in the Tranſport of his Lamentations, and about half 
chorough the Farce, he (ſtarted all on a ſudden, and call'd out 
ro the Woman about the Body , ( who it ſeems, had gotten 
the beſt Piece of Linnen in the Houſe for a Winding Sheet 3) 
Pray, ſays he, will you take another Cloth for the Preſent, and 
let this be laid by for my next Wife, if it ſhould be the Lords 
will to have me Bury another. This ſet the Company a Laughing, 


for all their Sorrow, to ſee the Good Man fo ſoon brought to his 
Wits again. 


The MORAL. 


Funeral Tears are but Matter of Form +, and it is 4 Diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of Hypocriſy , to take upon us to be Kind as well as to be Righteous, 
beyond Meaſure. But Time and Nature will bolt out the Truth of Things, 


thorough all Diſgniſes. . 


REFLEXION. 


IT is Morally Impoſiible for an Hypocrite to keep himſelf long apon 
his Guard ; for the Force is Unnatural, and the leaſt Slip or Surprize, 
either of Word, Look, or Aﬀion , Diſcovers the Cheat. *Twas well e- 
nough put to a Fellow under the ſame Circumſtances, by a Friend of his, 
when he ſaw nothing elſe would Comfort him : Come , ſays he, after all 
this Roaring and Tearing, what Boot at laſt betwixt my Warm Wife, and 
thy Cold one 2 Which may ſerve for a Notable Morg] of Conſolation 
in ſome Caſes ; Witneſs the Gentleman that try*'d both Fortunes in one 
and the ſame Woman. His Wife was given over, and himſelf waiting 
in the next Room, with the Rage and Impatience of a Mad-man, for 
fear of I!] News ; when at laſt, in comes one of the Naurſes to him” 
with the Diſmal Tydings, that »ry Poor Lady was Dead, and had beer now 
Stone Cold for at leaſt a Duarter of an Hour. My Dear Wite Dead? fays 
he. Nay we'll never part ſure; and fo wit a Thouſand Frantick Ex- 
clamations, he ſtrips immediately, and to Bed to her he goes, takes her 
into his Arms, and there Treats her with all the Tender Pafitonate 
Things that a Well-afted Love and Deſpararion could pur into his Mouth : 
Winding up all in fine, with this Reſolution, that he would never forſake 
her, but they muſt Live and Dye together. Let rhis Inſtance ſerve for 
I11 2 a 
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a Caution to People how they Play with Edge Tools ; for this Fooling 
brought the Woman to Like agigo, and turn'd the Jeſt into Earneſt, 
Nay, the Man Himſelf took it a Warning too ; for from that time 
to the Hour of her Death, which was near Seven Year after, he never 
came betwixt a parr of Sheers with her. Bur to conclade all in a Word ; 
happy is the Man, (conſidering the Hazzards of Conjugal Dilagreements, 
Lingracious Ghiſtren, None at all, or the Lols of them, and Twenty 0- 
ther commoitCireumſtances,) that im a Marry'd State, has the good For- 
tune to make a Saving Game on't. 


' 
” 


— — — ———  _ —— — ——____  _— 


— ——  — -__—— 


F as CCCCALIV. 
A Eich- Ban that would be no Richer. 


Here was a Huge Rich Man, that could neither Eat nor 
Sleep for fear Qf Loſing his Mony : The whole En- 
tertainment of his Life pas 'Vition and Phantome ; Thieves ,, 
Earthquakes, Inundations 5 nothing in fhort came amuls to tum, 
that was Poſſible, Dangerous, and Terrible. In this Tormeur 
of a Reſtleſs Imagination, he call'd a Begger to him, told.wum 
his Caſe ; and now ſays he I muſt ſend you preſently of ar? Er- 
rand to Fortune. Go your.ways to her immediately, (you'll find 
her in Zapan,) and delire her from me, that for the future ſhe'll 
never Trouble her ſelf further upon any Accompt of mine ; for 
I am abſolutely reſolv'd never to touch Penny of her Mony more. 
; Be gone this very Moment, and I'll give you a Hundred Crowns 
for your Pains. Why ul Sir , Bo the Poor Fellow, tis 
a great way ; bur yet (after a little Humming and Hawing 
upart,) he agreed to undertake the Jobb. Do fo then, ſays the 
Rich Chuft, and you' ſhall have your Nmety Crowns down 
upon the Nait. The poor Creature ſtuck a white upon the 0- 
ther Ten that he promisd ;- bur at laſt came to his Price, and 
for 'Nrmety he was to go, Well then, ſays the Miſerable Churl, 
A Bargam's a Bargain, and Fourſcore Crowns you ſhall certainly 
have. Art this Rate he went Chaftering on, till by Bating Ten 
and Ten till upon every New Demand, the Man was een fain 
ro Content himſelf with Ten Crowns at aft for the whole 
Journey. And fo away he goes t& Fortune ;- finds her. out, 
and delivers his Erxand : And fays he, ſince chat Rich Man 
will have no mare, pray be ſo good as to give Me that am ready 
to Starve , what you would otherwiſe have given to a Man 
that does not want it. No, fays Fortune, as for his Part, 1 am 


Reſolv'd 
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Refolv'd to Plague him with thrice as much more as he has al- 
ready, in ſpite of his very Teeth 3 and then for your part, 
I'll cen keep ye in a Starving Condition as I found ye, to 
the laſt Minute of your Life, and make good the Old Say- 
ing to yez That he that s Born under a T bree-penny Planet, ſhall 
never be worth a Groat. *Tis true, yave gotten Ten Crowns -”. 
in Hand, and you ſhould never have had that neither, if I had 

not been Faſt Afleep when they were Deliver'd ye. 


The Morart. 


Not One Man of a Thouſand knows his own Mind. Sow: Men fhall be 
Kich in ſpite of their Tecth. And then on the Other Hand , All the 
Carking and Caring in the World, ſhall not keep a Man aboue Water. 


REFLEXION. 


The Covetous Man is never well (as we fay) &ther Full or Faſting : A- 
varice has a great deal in't of the Dog- Appetite. It is Greedy, Ravenous — 
and Iafatiable ; Raving Mad after what it has not, and Sick of what 
it has; for it Digeſts nothing, and the very Succeſs of che Wickednels, 
1s the Plague on't. Nay, and the Two Extremes of Wart and Abun- 
dance are ſo near a-kin too , that the Miſery of both theſe Oppolite = 
States, takes its Riſe in a great Meafure from the ſame Root. Only Men 
are Sollicitous in the One Caſe how to Gert, that which they are as Sol- 
licitous in che other Caſe how to Keep z and the Pain of the Difappaint- 
ment, whether in Miſſing or in Lofing, is much the ſame. For whats the 
Difference betwixt having Nothing at all Originally, and after fach or 
ſuch an Acquiſition, having Nothing at all Left? 'Tis but Nothing againſt 
Nothing both ways: And the Caſe has much jn it of what we. find in 
an Extream Drought, or a Nauſcous Surfeit. Men are ready to Choak 
for want of Drink, and when they have Overcharg'd themfelves with 
more then Nature will bear, they are ready to Dye.on that Hand roo, 
'rill they have it up again. Now to carry on the Allufion, here's a Co- 
vetous Man Deltberating betwixt the Qualms of 3 Wambling Stomach, 
and an Unſertled Mind. Here is he Detying Forfane and all her Works 5. 
he'll have no more to do with her, he ſays, and fo he Talks and does on 
at the rate of Almoſt Half a Chriſtian, But he does not yet know his own 
Mind it ſeems, for while he is Renouncing the World and the Devil on F4 
the One Hand, he ſtrikes a League with them on the other, and in the 
ſame Breath Praftiſcs what he pretends to Diſclaim, and Couzens the La- 
bourer of his Hire. We are not therefore co value our Selves upon the 
Merit of Ejaculatory Repentances, that take us by Fits and Starts, 
look liker Confeſſions upon the Torture , then Ads of Piety and Con- 
{cience. 'Tis not for a Deſultory Thought, to attone for a Lewd Courſe 
of Lite ; nor for any thing but the Super-mducing of a Virtuons Habit 
upon a Vicious One, to qualify an EffeQual Converfion, We are to 
Diſtinguiſh betwixt this Miſer's being Weary of the Anxious Condition 
he was in, and his Repenting the Iniquity of his Oppreffion and Extor- 
tion : Bart Fortune will have him Richer and Richer fill, in ſpite - 

's 


T. D. 


— 
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bis Heart : That is to fay , for his Greater Condemnation and Puniſh- 
ment. And the laſt Touch is to ſhew us, in the Churliſhneſs of Fortwne, 
what a Poor Honeſt Man has to Truſt to in this World. 


F as CCCCALYV. 
An Eagle ſects up for a Beauty. 


T was once put to the Queſtion among the Birds, which 
of the whole Tribe or fort of 'em was the Greateſt Beauty. 
The Eagle gave her Voice for her ſelf, and Carryd it. Yes, 
ſays a Peacock in a ſoft V oice by the by, You are a great Beau- 
ty indeed ; bur it lyes in your Beak, and in your Talons, that 
make 1t Death to Diſpute it. 


The MORAL. 


The Veneration that is pay'd to Great and Powerful Men, js but from the 
Teeth outward, mot from the Heart ; and more ont of Fear then Love. 


REFLEXION. 


T 11s Beauty in the Fable, Extends in the Moral to all the Advantages 
in Human Nature that One Man can pretend to have over Another: Let 
it he matter of Honour, Title, Juſtice, Good Faith, Conſcience, &c. for 
the Longer Sword can do no Wrong ; and rather then fail, the Laws of God 
and Man ſhall take up. Arms againſt themſelves in defence of the moſt 
Extravagant of Conqueſts. Religion is a kind of a Two Edged-Sword 
in the Hands of a Man of Might , that Cuts both ways alike ; and it is 
either Right or Wrong, or Wrong or Right, as Occaſion ſerves. Take 
it by One Light, 'tis an Angel; by Another, 'tis a Devil: And fo *tis 
Pro & Con at the ſame time. The whole World and the Buſneſs of it is 
Manag'd by Flattery and Paradox ; the one ſets up Falſe Gods, and 
the other Maintains them. Power in ſhort, is Beauty, Wit, Courage, 
and all Good Things in One, where Slaves and Parafites are Judges. 


—— — ———— — 


F as. CCCCXLVI. 
An Jmage Expos'd to Sale. 


A Certain Carver, that had a Mercury lay a great while upon 
| his Hands, bethought himſelf ar laſt of Billing ic about 
in Coffee-Houſes, that at ſuch a place there was a God to be 
Sold, a Merry Penno'orth , and ſuch a Deity as would make 

any 
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any Man Rich that Bought him. Well (fays One) And why 
d'ye Sell him then ? For he will make you Rich, if you Keep 
him, as well as he will make me Rich if 1 Buy him. You fay very 
Righr ſays tother ; but 'tis Ready Mony that I want, and the 
Purchaſer will have only an Eſtate in Reverlton. 


The Morar. 


Ready Mony goes as far in Religion as in Trade : People are willing to 
Keep what they Have, and to get what they Can, without Launching out 
into Lives, and Oncertainties. They are well enough Content to deal in 


the Sale of Reverſions, but they do not much care for Buying then. 


REFLEXION. 


THz Old Saying, A Bird in the Hand is worth Two inthe Buſh, holds 
with moſt People in Religious Matters, as well as in Civil. A Sum of 
Mony down upon the Nail, goes further with them, then Heaven it ſelf 
in the Reverſion. Where we are in the Dark, we are but too apt to be 
Doubtful, and to reckon upon it in the common Acceptation of Fleſh 
and Blood, as the Parting with a Certainty for an Uncertainty. Now 
the Moral of this Fable maſt be Underſtood to Tax the Vanity and Er- 
ror of the Common Practice and Opinion of the World in this Matter. 
The Fiction methinks has ſomewhat int of the Frezch Libertines Conceit 
to a Severe Religious upon the Pojat of Mortification : Father (ſays he) 
What's the Meaning of all theſe Auſterities of Saad Lining iter Shirts, 
Watching, Faſtings, and I know not what 7 Brother (ſays the Holy 
Man ) 'tis all for Paradiſe. Well ( ſays the Licentious Droll again) 
but what if there ſhould be no Paradiſe at laſt, are not you finely 
brought to Bed then? The Mockery of this Fable is ſomewhat a-kin to 
the Freak of this Story, and by no means to be Allow'd of but in Re- 
prehenſion of ſo Irreverend a Freedom: 


F a» CCCCXLVII. 
Demetrius and Menander. 


Hen Demetrius Phalareus (a Tyrant and an Ulurper, ) 

rook Poſleſſhon of Athens, how was he Beſet and Pur- 

ſud with the Huz.z4a's and Lcclamations of the People! Nay, 
and the Leading Men of the City too, with Joy in their Looks, 
and Gall in their Hearts, ſtriving who ſhould be Foremoſt in 
the Solemnity, to cry Verve Demetrius, and Kiſs the Hand that 
Enflav'd them. After them follow the Men of Faſe, Luxu- 
ry and Pleaſure, for fear of being thoughe Wanting in point of 
AﬀeCtion 
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Aﬀection and Reſpe&t. Menander the Famous Comical Poet 
was one of the Number, but in ſo Looſe a Garb and Drels, 
and with ſo Unmanly a kind of March and Motion , that De- 
metrius had his Eye upon him preſently, and call'd Aloud to know 
how ſuch an Effeminate Sort durſt preſume to Appear in his 
Preſence. Somebody gave the Tyrant immediately a Whilper, 
and told him, Sir fays he, This is the Poet Menander that you 
your ſelf have been pleasd to own ſo Great an Admiration and 
Eſteem for. Demetrius recolleCts himſelf, and changes his Hu- 
mour in the very inſtant; calls Menander to him, and Treats 
him with all the Inſtances imaginable of a fingular Liking and 
Reſpect. 


The Monal. 


This Fable ſets forth the Slaviſh Flumour and Praitice of the World, upon 
all Violent Changes , let them be never ſo Impiows and Onjuſt : And 
it ſhews us again, that no Tyrants Heart can be ſo Harden'd, but it may 
be Soften'd, and wrought wpor by the Force of Wit and Good Letters. 


REFLEXION. 


T1s no Wonder, where there's Power on the One Side, to find Flat- 
tery and Slavery on the Other : Nor is there any Inference to be drawn 
from the Outward Pomp of Popular Addreſſes and Applauſe, to an In- 
ward Congruity of Afﬀettions in the Heart : For Bleſhings and c—_ 
come out of the ſame Mouth. Theſe Noiſy Acclamations are rather made 
of Mode and Ceremony, then of Zeal and good Will ; and the Huzzs's 
of the Rabble are the to a Bear that they are to a Prince, and lig- 
nify no more to the One, then they do to the Other. The Tyrants 
Reproof here of Mexzander for his Meex and Garb, and his RecolleGion 
then, upon being better Inform'd, are Firſt, to the Honour of his Cha- 
rater, in being ſo Generous as upon ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, to own his 
Miſtake : And Secondly, indradlive to us, that we are not to Judge of 
the Man by his Outſide. 


Fan CCCCXLVIIL 
_ A Conſultation about Securing a Town. 


Here was a Council of Mechanicks call'd to Adviſe about 

the Fortifying of a City ; A Bricklayer was for Walling 

it with Stone 3 a Carpenter was of Opinion , that Timber would 
be worth Forty ont : And after , up ſtars a Currier, 


Gentlemen, 


—_———  —_— 
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Gentlemen, ſays he, when yave faid all that can be ſaid, there's 
nothing in the World like Leather. 


The Monat. 


Charity begins at Home, they ſay, and "tis every Man's Buſneſs in the Firſt 
Place to look to his own Mothers Child. 


REFLEXION. 


HetreE was a Debate ſet afoot, but the Board came to no Reſolution 
we ſee; and it could not be expefted they ſhould, where the Adviſers 
were Every Man Interefled for himſelf, and conſequently both Parties 
and Judges. This is the Fate and the lfſne of all Mix'd Councils, where 
the Members that are Intruſted with the Prote&ion, the Care, and the 
Treaſure of the Publick, lye under the Temptation of Voting Honourable 
Charges to themſelves, and putting Mony in their own Pockets. Theſe 
Men in ſome Caſes are call'd Penſioners, in others Patriots ; and in ſome 
again Committee Men, accordirig to the Humour of the Age they Live 
in. Now where a Sharper 1s allow'd both to Shuffle and Cut, the 
Devil's in him if he does not deal himſelf a Good Game. The Diſpo- 
ſers of other Peoples Fortunes ſeldom forget themſelves 3 and all this 
is no more then the Common Liberty that every Cook has of Licking 


his own Fingers. 


F a s. CCCCXLLIX. 


A Þevge Deſtroy'd for Bearing no Fruit. 


Fooliſh Heir that was now come to the Poſleſhon of a 
Wiſe Man's Eſtate, causd all the Buſhes and Hedges a- 
ur his Vineyard to be Grubb up, becauſe they brought him 
no Grapes. The Throwing down of this Hedge, laid his 
Ground open to Man and Beaſt, and all his Plants were preſent- 
ly Deſtroyd. My Simple Young Maſter came,now to be Con- 
vine'd of his Folly, in taking away the Guard that Preſerv'd his 
Vines, and in expecting Grapes from Brambles. 


The Moral, 


There needs as much Care and Induſtry to the Preſerving of things , as 
there does to the Acquiring of them , and the Centinel is as neceſſary to 
the common Safety, as he that Fights the Battle. 


Kkk REFLEXION, 
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REFLEXION. 


THr1s Parable of the Hedge and the Vineyard may be aptly enough ex- 
pounded of the Laws that fecure a Civil Community. So long as the 
Encloſure is kept np, and maintaind , the Peace and the Order of the 
Publick is Provided for ; but if it be ſuffer'd by negle&, either to fall 
to Decay, or to be over-born by Violence, and all laid in common, the 
Beaſts of the Forreſt break into't, and of a Vineyard it becomes a Wil- 
derneſs. This Fable marks out to us alſo the double Folly of thoſe that 
Firſt Diſappoint the Intent, Uſe and Benefit of Things, for want of Un- 
derſtanding the Reaſon of them. And Secondly , ground all this upon 
as groſs a Miſtake of *em : For what's his Quarrel to the Hedge, but that 
his Thorns and his Brambles did not bring forth Raiſes rather then Haws 
and Blackberries ? 


_ —_ —_—— 


F as. CCCCL. 
A Bull and a Gnat. 


A Goat that had Planted himſelf upon the Horn of a Bull, 
very Civilly begg'd the Bull's Pardon for his Importunuty ; 
but rather then Incommode ye, fays he, I!l Remove. Oh 
never Trouble your Head for that, fays the Bull ; for 'tis all 
One to me whether you go or ſtay. 1 never felt ye when you 
far down, and I ſhall take as Little Notice of ye when 


you Riſe. 


The Moral 
The Vanity of this Fly, ſtrikes at « Humour that we meet with every Day 
in the World, in a d Trifling, Nonſenſical People, that will be ſtill 


making Themſelves more Gonſederable then they are. 


REFLEXION. 


There are a Thouſand Frivolous and Impertinent Pretenfions of Civility 
that are ſtruck at in this Fable 3 and they well deſerve to be Corrected; 
for it is certainly one of the moſt Nauſeous , Mawmiſh Mortifications un- 
der the Sun, for a Man of Senſe and Buſ'neſs to have to do with a Pun- 
Qual, Finical Fop, thats too too Mannerly, and does every thing for- 
ſooth by Rule and Compaſs : Eſpecially where his Quality, Relation, or 
Authority Entitles him to a Reſpet. 
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F an CAALLAZL 
Rats that Eat Copper. 


A Merchant that had gotten a Friend of his.to lay up a con- 
{iderable Quantity of Copper for him, comes afterward to 
have Occaſion for't, and ſo delires he may have his Copper a- 
gain. Alas, fays his Friend, my Houſe is fo Peſterd with 
Rats, that they have gotten to your Copper , and Eat it all up. 
The Firſt Rats of chat Diet, ſays the Merchant, that ever I heard 
of, O Good Sir, fays the Man, tis a common thing with *em 
here in this Ifland. So away goes the Merchant, and the next 
Morning comes his Friend to him , Wringing his Hands, and 
Exclaiming, Oh what ſhould ke do! The K:4nappers had {tolln 
away his only Child. Bleſs me, fays the Maſter, this minds me 
of a Raven I ſaw Yeſterday Steeple-high, juſt over your Houſe 
with a Child in's Foot : My Life fort, that was your Child. 
No, no, ſays t'other, a Raven Fly away with a Child ! chats 
Impoſhble. Pardon me , ſays the Merchant, 'tis a common 
thing where Rats Eat Copper , for Ravens to Fly away with Chul- 
dren. The Man found himſelf Beaten at his own Play, and fo 
Compounded with the Merchant to give him SatisfaCtion for 
his Copper, upon condition that he might have his Ch:/ again 
for he had ſmelc ic out by this time that the Merchant himlelf 
was the Kidnapper. 


The MORAL. 


'Tis a Dextrous Turn of Addreſs, to Baffile One Banter with Another 3 
_ the Nearer the Reſemblance of the Humour, the Hit is ſo much the 
etter. 


A REFLEXION. 


Ox 8 Nail muſt be driven out with Another. Bartering is only an 
old way of Fooling, under a new Name 3 but the Licenſe of the Age has 
perhaps given it more Credit in the World, in this Nation and Conjunure 
then ever it had. It is a turn of Wit next to Slight of Hand ; and the 
Play of Jeſt or Earneſt is as arrant a Jgglers Trick, as little Hocws's Faſt 
or e. It is a ſtroak of Wit Pleaſant and Agreeable enough, if it be 
kept within the Bounds of Sobriety, Candor and Reſpe& : But when it 
comes to Laſh out once at a venture, into matters Holy as well as Pro- 
phanez when it comes once I fay to be Intemperate, 1I|-Natur'd, Scopti- 
cal, Scandalous and Bitter, 'tis a way of Converſation for a Merry- An- 
drew or a Buffoon , rather then for a Man of Honour, or of Common 
Kkk 2 Senſe. 
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Senſe. It is not one jot better then Boys Play, when they cry, I made 
'em Believe ſo; and that's the very Point at laſt that they drive at. The 
Rats have Eat your Copper , fays the Truſtee here to the Merchant. What 
was there more in this, then to try whether the Merchant was a Fool or 
not, and ſo to Couzen him if he had found him one ? Nay, and to make 
him a Fool upon Record too by his own Confeſſion, both in one. Now 
if he had but put a Dammee to the Truth ont, according to the Modiſh 
Humour of the Times, ſome Soft-headed, Conſcientious Fop might have 
Swallow'd it perhaps; but the Merchant very Dextrouſly turn'd the 
Conceit upon him, and fav'd his Copper and his Credit both at once. 


F as CCCCLIL 
A (oman Revivd with Beating. 


Here was an Untoward Perverſe Piece of Womans Fleſh 

chat fell now and then under the Diſcipline of a little 
Family CorreEtion ; and ſhe had got a trick of throwing her 
ſelf down upon her Back, holding her Breath, and there lying 
at her Length for Stone-Dead. Her Husband it ſeems had been 
wonted to theſe Gamboles, and fo in a Grave Serious way, as 
ſhe lay in a Fit once, calls for a Knife. Come, ſays he, when 
the Beaſt is Dead , we muſt een make the beſt of his Skin, 
and fo he fell ro work, and began to Alay her at the Heel. The 
Woman did not like that way of Fooling, but ſtarted up, and 
came to her ſelf immediately, 


The MoRAL. 


This in the Fable, is One of thoſe Gaſes wherein People that are to be Be- 
lieved in Nothing elſe, ought to be taken at their Words. My Hearts 
too Big to bear this, (ſays a Bluſtering Fellow, By the Lord, 11} 
Deſtroy my ſelf. Sir, ſays the Gentleman, here's a Dagger at your Ser- 


vice 5 and ſo the Humour went off. 


REFLEXION. 


HERE's Fooling againſt Fooling, and one Counterfeit Anſwer'd with 
another. The Woman would needs perſuade the Good Man that ſhe 
was Dead ; and the Husband in Requital, gives her to underſtand, that 
ſhe muſt be Flay'd then 5 which was the only way the Poor Man had of 
making the beſt of a Bad Game. "Twas a Sham both ways, and fo they 
Compounded the Quarrel upon't z and the Good Woman never Dy d 
after this, till ſhe came to Dye for Good and all. There are ſome 
Peeviſh Caſes that will bear no other way of Conviction. 
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Þ an CELLO 
Two Friends and Fortune. 


I nee goes a Story of Two Familiar Friends that were of- 
ten together, and had a grear many Words upon the Sub- 
ject of that which we call Fortune. They were both well e- 
nough to paſs, but of very Difftering Humours ; the one a Man 
of Project and Buſsle in the World , the other altogether for 
Eaſe and Quiet. The one had a Roving, Rambling Head ; the 
other was a Man of Privacy and Reſerve. The one in Fine, was 
for making his Court to Fortune ; the other for Lymg by, "till 
Fortune ſhould make her Court to Him. ( According to the 
Freak of the reſt of the Sex.) Come,” come, fays the Ranger, 
we ſhall never make any thing ont at this rare of Living 3 
here's neither Honour nor Moy to be got by ſtaying where we 
are, and for my own part, I'm een for a Pilgrimage tothe Temple 
of Fortzne, Ay, but where's that ? ſays tother. Why fays the 
Rambler, we muſt &en beat it out the beſt we can. Praye, 
ſays his Companion, Adviſe well with your Pillow before 
you Embark in this Adventure. You are going you know not 
whither , to find out you know not what, or whom: A Phan- 
tome, that ſlips out of your Arms in the very Graſping at it ; a 
common Proſtituce ro Fools and Footmen. You mult be a 
Knave to be a Favourice, and abandon all the Subſtantial Com- 
forts of Humane Nature for a [ilt, and a Shadow. In one word, 
if you'll nceds be wandring, Praye, when we meet next, re- 
member what I told ye : And in he mean time , Ill een lye 
down in Peace, and keep my Self juſt as I am, and where 
I am; and if ever you live to come back again, do but look 
for me where you lett me, and there, if I'm Alive, you ſhall be 
ſure to Find me. 

Upon theſe Terms they parted, and away Poſts the Cava- 
lier in Queſt of his new Miſtres His Firſt Jaunt is to Court, 
where he Enquires for Madam Fortunes Lodgings : Burt ſhe ſhift- 
ed ſo often, they told him, that there was no certainty of Find- 
ing her. He never faild to make One at the Princes Levee and 
Couche, where he heard over and over, how ſhe had been art 
this Place and art that Place , but never could ger fight of her. 
They cold him indeed, that at ſuch or ſuch a Time, he might 
be ſure of her at this M:ntons, or at that Buffoons _— 

ut 
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but ſhe was (till fo Buſy, and ſo Private, that there was no 
coming to the Speech of her. In tine, when he had Hunted 
and waited like a Dog, Early and Late, I know not how long, 
one told him for a certain, that ſhe had newly taken Wing, 
and was gone a Progreſs to a Temple ſhe had in Terra Auſtralis 
Incoguta. Upon this, he takes his leave of the Court, and a- 
way immediately to Sea, where he meets with Pyrates, Rocks 
and Shelves, and in ſhort, ſo many Dreadful Encounters ; 
as made him caſt many a heavy Look and Thought upon 
the Quiet Cottage and Companion that he had Jett behind him: 
Bur he goes preſſing forward (till for all this, till in the con- 
clufion, he was Fobbd again with another Story : T hat For- 
rune 'risrrue, had been there ; but ſhe was call'd away by an 
Expreſs, not above Two Minutes before, to the Nor ward. T hee 
Phantaitical Amuſements and Miſcarriages , brought him by 
Iitle and Jirtle ro his Wits again, and to a contempt of all 
the vain Promiſes and Pretences of Avarice and Ambition. With 
thefe Thoughts about him , he makes all the haſt he can back 
again, to his poor Bleſſed Home ; where he tinds his old Friend 
and Acquaintance, without any Cares in his Head, Faſt Afleep ; 
and that very Fortune that had led him this W:/d-Gooſe Chaſe 0- 
ver the whole World, waiting like a Spanicl at the Door, and 
Begging to be let In. 


The MorarL. 


It is with Fortune as it is with other Fantaſtical —_ 5 ſhe makes 
ſport with thoſe that are ready to Dye for her , and throws her ſelf at 
the Feet of others that Deſpiſe her. 


REFLEXION. 


'T 1s Great Vertue and Happineſs for a Man to ſet his Heart wholly 
upon that Lot and Station which Providence has Aſhigned him, and to 
Content himſelt with what he has, without Wand'ring after Imaginary 
Satisfattions in what he has not. Fancy and Curioſity have no Bounds. 
Their Motto may be [SOMEW HAT ELSE.) And how ſhould it be 
otherwile with People that are never Pleas'd with the Preſent 2 They 
want they know not what, and they look for't they know not where. 
We have had ſo many Occaſions already to handle this Moral, that it 
would be Time loſt to fay any more upon't in this Place. 
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F a ns CCCCLIV. 
A Boy that would not Learn his Book. 


Here was a Stomachful Boy put to School, and the whole 
World could not bring him to Pronounce the Firſt Let- 

ter of his Alphabet. Open your Mouth fays the Maſter, and 
cry [4.] The Boy Gapes, without ſo much as offering at the 
Vowel. When the Maſter could do no good upon him, his 
School-Fellows took him to Task among Themſelves. Why 
tis not ſo hard a Thing methinks, fays one of 'em to cry [4:] 
No, fays the Boy, 'tis not fo hard neither; but if I ſhould 


cry [4] once, they'd make me cry [BJ too, and 11! never do that, 
I'm Reſolvd. 


The MORAL. 


There's no Contending with Obſtinacy and Ill Nature 5 eſpecially were there's 
4 Perverſeneſs of AﬀeGion that goes along with it. : 


REFLEXION. 


Thr Spaniards will have it, that Apes can ſpeak if they would, but 

they are afraid they ſhall be put to Work then. The Boys Reaſon here, 
md the Apes are much at one 3 and 'tis the caſe of Counterfeit Cripples 
too, that pretend they cannot do this or that , when in truth, they are 
"Lazy, and have no mind to be put to't. The ſame Humour Governs in 
a World of Caſes, where a Pretext of Diſability is made uſe of, either 
out of Crofineſs or Sloth. This Reſtift Stubbornneſs is never to be Ex- 
cusd, under any Pretence whatſoever 3 but where the thing to be done 
is that which we are Bound in Honour and in Duty to do, there's no En- 
during of it. As in Caſes of Law, Conſcience, Church-Ceremonies, Civil or 
Natural Obedienceto Princes, Parents, Husbands, Maſters, &c. If I ſhould 
do This, you'd make me do That, they cry 3 which is only a ſhort Reſo- 
lation that puts all the Functions and Offices of Order and Authority to 
a ſtand. He that ſays I cannot do this or that, where the Thing is Lawful- 
ly Impos'd and Requir'd, and not Simply Evil, might e'n as well have 
aid I will not do't; for the Exception is not to the Thing Commanded , 
but to -the Commanding Power. If I yield in one Point, ſays the Boy, 
they] expect 1 ſhould yield in more. Grant Oxe Prerogative, and grant 
All, ſays the Republican. But then ſays the Sovereign on the Other Hand 3 
Part with the Prerogative, and part with All : So that the Conteſt is not 
matter of Scruple, but who ſhall be Oppermoſt. In One Word, Stubborr 
Boys, and Stubborn SubjeFs, where they will not Comply upon Fair Means, 
muſt be whipd into their Dwttes. 


F 4s: 
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Fan COUOCCLY. 
Hercules and Pluto. 


Hen Hercules was taken up to Heaven for his Glorious 

Actions, he made his Reverence in Courſe to all the 

Gods, 'till he came to Pluto, upon whom he turn'd his Back 

with Indignation and Contempt. Jupiter ask'd him what he meant 

by that Diſ-reſpe&t 2 Why, ſays Hercules , that Son of Fortune 

Corrupts the whole World with Mony, Encourages all manner 
of Whickednefs, and is a common Enemy to all G&d Men. 


The MORAL. 


This is only to ſhew the Oppoſition betwixt a Narrow, Sordid, Avaritious 
Humour, and the Publick, Spirited Generoſity of a Man of Honour, In- 
duſtry, and Virtne. 


REFLEXION. 


Moxy hasits Uſe 'tis true z but generally ſpeaking, the Benefit does 
not Counterviil the Cares that go along with it, and the Hazzards of the 
Temptation to Abuſe it. It is the Patron, and the Price of all Wicked- 
neſs : It Blinds all Eyes, and ſtops all Ears, from the Prince to the very 
Begger. It Corrupts Faith and Juſtice ; and in one Word, 'tis the very 
Pick-Lock , that opens the way into all Cabinets and Councils... It De- 
bauches Children againſt their Parents ; it makes Subjects Rebel againſt 
their Governors ; it turns Lawyers and Divines into Advocates for Sa- 
crilege and Sedition ; and it Tranſports the very Profeſlors of the Goſ- 
pel into a Spirit of Contradiction and Defiance, to the Practices and Pre- 
cepts of our Lord and Maſter. It is no wonder now that Hercules ſhould 
ſo Contemptuouſly turn his Back upon Plato, or the God of Mony ; when 
the One's Buſneſs is to Propagate and Encourage thoſe Monſters, which 
the other came into the World to Quell and to Subdue. 


F ae, CCCCLVI. 


A Lion, Boar and Clultures. 


"7 ne happend a Deſperate Quarrel betwixt a Lzon and a 
Boar ; they Fought upon't, and the Vultures came Hover- 
ing over the Combatants ro make a Prey of him that ſhould 
be lef upon the Spot : Bur it fo fell out, chat ghere was 


to 
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no Death in the Calc , and the Vultures were not a little 
Troubled at the Diſappointment. 


The MORAL. 
When Fools Fall Ont, it ſhall go Hard but Knaves will be the Better for't. 


REFLEXION, 


THERE are ſeveral forts of Men in the World that live upon the Sins 
and the Misfortunes of other People. This Fable may be Moralliz'd in 
almoſt all the Controverſies of Humane Life whether Publick or Private. 
Plaintiff and Defendant finds Bufneſs for the Lawyers : Queſtions of Re- 
ligion tor the Divines : Diſputes about Priviledges and Liberties, Cat out 
Work for the Soldiers. A Generdl Peate, in fine, would be a General 
Diſappointment ; for the wrangling of ſome, is the Livelihood of others z 
and wherever there are like to be Carcaſſes, there will never fail to be 


Vultures. 


Fas CCCCLVIL 
A Ban that would never Hear Jl News. 


Ne came to a Country Grazier, and ask'd him if he ſhould 

rell him a piece of News.---1s't Good or Bad? (fays he.) 

Nay, ſays other, "tis not very Good. Pray, fays the Grazier 

keep it to your ſelf then 3 and fo he went his way. The Gra- 

zier was telling the next day, that the Wolves had Kill'd one 

of his Bullocks : That's like enough ſays the fanie Man ; for 

I ſaw him Wand'ring from the Herd, and I was afraid ont. I 

would you had told me” this in time, fays the Grazier. Why 

I came I know not how far Yeſterday a-purpoſe to tell you the 
Story, and you would not hear on. 


The Moral 


The Mar js too Delicate to be Happy, that makes it in his Bargain not to 
hear any thing that may give him a Preſent Trouble. 


- REFLEXION. 


TH1s way of Conſulting a Bodies Eafe, makes a Man Acceſſory to 
his own Ruin. There's an Attempt defign'd for the purpoſe, upon the 
Perſon of a Man ; and he ſhuts his Ears againſt any Intelligence, or No- 
tice of it, till the Dagger is at his Heart. He that will not hear the o—_ 
L11 © 
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of things Betimes, muſt expe afterward to feel the Effet of the Bad 
News that he would not Hear. Firſt, he loſes the Means of Preventing 
Miſchiets, by not ſuffering himſelf to be Inform'd whereabouts the Dan- 
ger hes. Secondly, He lives 1n a continual Dread of all Accidents that 
may befall him in general, though of Nothing in particular, and leaves 
himſelt no Place for the Exerciſe of Prudence and Precaution. This fort 
of People Jog on in the World, (for I cannot call it Living) without 
any Thought for to Morrow. Talk to them of Poverty, Perſccutions, 
Torments, Slavery, Sickneſs, nay of Death it fclf at a Diſtance, they" 
put it oft to the laſt Moment, and venture the Surpriſal, when it comes 
indeed, rather then abide but ſo much as the Hearing on't Beforchand. 


F as. CCCCLVIII. 
A Miſer and Rotten-Applcs. 


Here was a Stingy Narrow-hearted Fellow , that had a 
Great deal of Choice Fruit in his Ground, but had not 

the Heart to touch any of it *rill it began to be Rotten. This 
Man's Son would every foot and anon be taking ſome of his 
Companions into the Orchard with him. Look ye fays he, 
thats an Excellent Apple, and heres a Delicate fort of Plums, 
Gather and Eat what you will of theſe, provided you don't 


Meddle with any of the Rotten Ones : For my Father (you 
muſt know) keeps them for his own Eating. 


The MORAL. 


This is to ſet forth the Wicked and the Scandalous Wretchedneſs of Ava- 
rice, that rather then make uſe of the Bounties of Providence in their 
Seaſons, ſuffers them to lye by and Periſh, 


REFLEXION 


H o w Miſerable are thoſe Cormudgeons that ſpend their Lives in 
Carking and Pinching themſelves for things they have not the Heart to 
make uſe of! And in this Humourof Griping (which they call Saving) 
fall foul upon the very extream of Profuſion another way. They either 
Loſe or Spoil every thing þy Keeping it, *till 'ris fit only to be thrown a- 
way ; and that's their way of Spending it. Their Mony lies as cloſe in 
their Coffers, as ever it did in the Mine whence it was drawn. Theyl 
rather venture the whole Stock, then be at one Peny Charge for the Sa- 
ving of the reſt. They pervert the very Intent, as well as they deſtroy 
the Bounties of Providence : Nay, they Envy the common Enjoyment 
of thoſe Bleſiings that were intended tor the Relief, Comfort and Satis- 
dion of Mankind. 


F A 8. 


W_- 
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F a s CCCCLIX. 
The Devil Refuyd to Marry. 


Certain Devil had the hap to live for ſome time in a State 
of Wedlock, with a Spiteful , Vexatious Gipſy, that 
in truth was too hard for him. She Dy'd at laſt of che Pip, 
and the Breath was no ſooner out of her Body, bur he fell to 
bleſſing the Stars for his Deliverance ; and ſo bound himſelf by 
a Deſperate Vow, that he would never Marcy again. Ir fell 
out ſome time after, that a Poor Man was Pofleſsd with this 
very Devil, and that when an Exorciſt had Tryd all the ways of 
Charm, Prayer and Menace, to Remove him, and found him 
Proof againſt all manner of Exorctſms, he Bawl'd ic our, once 
for all , Ether come forth, or Marry. The Devil ummediately 
cry'd out for Mercy, 1 go Father, fays he ; dny, Hell but that of 
a Second Wife. 


The M oRAL. 
' Take this Droll by the Right Handle, and it gives to underſtand, that ſome 
Women may as well Fright the Devil out of a May , as others Conjure 


him up into one. 


REFLEXION. 
THis Fable is only a High-Flown Hyperbole upon the Miſcries of Mar- 


riage, under the Judgment of a Wayward, a Jealous, and a Brawling 


Wife: And the Moral of it is Directed to all the Poor Husbands, that - 


are Condemn'd to that Purgatory. 


Fas SEEELYX. 
A Country-man aad Jupiter. 


Poor Plain Fellow was fo Dazled and Tranſported with 

the Pomp, the Splendor, the Plenty, Stare and Luxury 

that Great Men live in, that it was the Firſt Petition of his 
Daily Litany to Fuputer, to make him a Lord. Fupiter found he 
could not be Quiet for him, and bad Mercury carry him Two 
Curious Baskets, with Honour and Many in them. They were 
both cover'd, the one with Purple, the other with Gold, and 
L1I 2 Mercury 
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Mercury was Orderd to let the Man Open and Examine them 
as ſtrictly as he pleasd , but to bid him have a care not to 
meddle with them Raſhly, for fear of the worſt. The Coun- 
try-man was ſo Charmd wrh the Preſent at Firſt Sight, that he 
took it away with him by Content , without Asking any Que- 
ftions. But when he came afterward to conſider at leiſure the 
Cares, Anxieties, Fears, Doubts, and all manner of Troubles 
and Diſeaſes that were Inſeparably to go along with his Bags 
and Dignities ; he found himſelf much more Uneaſy now then 
he was before ; and that he had Sacrificd the Peace of his ve- 
ry Soul, to the Vanity of his Eye and Appetite. 


The Moral. 


Tis not for « Wiſe Man to ſet his Heart upon Gay and Glittering Appear- 
ances. The Devil himſelf Baits all his Hooks with Pomp, Luſts and 
Pleaſures 5 and the very Glory of the Outſide , makes the Contents the 
more Suſpicious fort. 


REFLEXION. 


A Man may bear the want of Honours and Riches, before he has 'em, 
mach better then the Loſs of them wher he his obtaind them. And 
they are in ſhort, the Plagues of an Inconſicc:ate Lite, He that wiſhes 
them for the Common Good, and applies them when he has them, to that 
Generous End, makes a Right Uſe of the Divine Providence and Bounty: 
but he that ſeeks them for his own ſake, and Converts them wholly to 
his own Profit, Defrauds the Publick. As if a Man ſhould apply an Eſtate 
that was made over to him in Truſt, to the wrong Ules. 


Fas CCCCLXI. 


A Bee that went over to the Dtones. 


O what End (ſays a Bee) ſhould I Toyl and Moy] my 

ſelf out of my Life for a Poor Subſiſtence, when the 
Drones that do nothing at all, Live in as much Pleaty every jot 
as I do? Upon this Thought, the Bee Reſolvd after their Ex- 
ample co work no longer. The Maſter it ſeems calld her to 
Account fort ; the Bee took Pett upon't, and without any more 
to do, went over tothe Drones Party, where ſhe paſs d the Sum- 
mer ea[1ly enough, and to her Satisfaftion. But upon the Win- 
ters coming on, when the Drones were all Diſpers'd a” ay 
evera 
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ſeveral Holes, the Bee would fain have gone Home again ; 
but the Cells of the Combs were all Closd, ſo that there was 
no Entrance, and the Poor Bee Stary'd to Death betwixrt Cold 


and Hunger. 
The MoraL 


It is all the reaſon in the World, that every Man in what Station ſoever, 
ſhould: Work in ſore ſort or other for his Living. Nature her ſelf is al- 
my at Work ;, and a Prince has no more Prerogative to be Idle, then a 

gear. 


REFLEXION. 


Aﬀtion is a Reaſonable Duty, how variouſly ſoever it may be Exerci- 
ſed, whether in the FunRions of Power, or in the Offices of Subjection. 
A Reaſonable Soul can no more ſtand ſtill, then the Sun can ſtop its courſe, 
This Fable branches out into ſeveral Morals : Firſt, It ſerves for a Re- 
proof of Sloth. Secondly, In the Bees being Corrupted by the Practice 
of the Drones, it ſhews us the Danger and the Force of Ill Example z ef- 
pecially where there's Eaſe and Senſuality to ſtrengthen the Temptation, 
which muſt needs be wonderfully Powerful, where the very Emblem of 
Induſtry on the one hand, comes to be wrought upon by the Emblem of 
Lazineſs on the other. Thirdly, It leads us to a Conſideration of the 
End of an UnaGtive and an Unprofitable Life. The Bees Summer-Friends 
Forſake her 3 thoſe of her own Family ſhut the Doors againſt her 3 and 
ſo yo Abandon'd to the Wide World , as an Obje& of Derteſtation 
and Scorn. 


F as. CCCCLAIL 
A Crow and a Raven. 


He Ancients tell us, that the Crow was once Menervas 

Favourite, and the Raven Apollo's ; but the One of them 

was found to be ſo full of Tongue, ſo Over-officious and In- 

quilitive; and the Other ſo Deſperately given ro Croking and 

Foreboding upon Evil things to come, that they fell both into 
Diſgrace for't. 


The MoRaL 


_ Taltkers, Medlers , and Buſy-Bodies , are the very Peſt of Human 
octety. 


REFLEXION. 


- 
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REFLEXION. 


THrrx rt is no Peace to be expected, either in a Government, or in a 
Family, where Tale-bearers, and the Spreaders of Il and of Falſe News, 
are Encouragd. Now the Curioſity of Heark'ning after Privacies that 
do not concern ns, and of Prying mto Forbidden Secrets, does not ariſe 
ſo much from a Deſire of knowing the Truth of Things imply for our 
own Satisfaction, as from an Itch ot Screwing our ſelves into other Peo- 
ples Matters, that we may be Prating of them again. And then the 
Tale is very ſeldom or never without Calumny and Detraction at the 
End or. 


Fas CCCCLXIIL 
The Bitches Bed-maker. 


Ou muſt needs make this Bitches Bed immediately, fays 

the Maſter of the Houſe to his Maid, for ſhe's juſt rea- 
dy to lye down. It was not done it ſeems, and the Man was 
very Angry with the Wench for not doing as ſhe was bid. A- 
las, fays the Poor Girl, I'de have made her Bed with all my 
Heart, if I could but have told which way ſhe'd lye with her 
Head, and which with her Backſide. 


The MoRaAL. 
There's no Pleaſing thoſe that cannot Pleaſe themſelves. 


REFLEXION. 


A Steady Mind will admit Steady Methods and Councils ; but there's 
no Meaſure to be taken of a Changeable Humour. Tell me where | may 
find ye, and I ſhall know where to fit ye: But otherwiſe, 'tis with us in 
the Levity of our Manners, and of our Humours , as it was with Clark, 
the Famous Poſture-Maſter, and his Taylor. When the Workman took 
Meaſure of him, he was Crump-Shoulder'd , and the Right Side Higher 
then the Left 3 when he brought home his Suit, the Left was Higher then 
the Right 3 The Fellow was Mad at himſelf, and made him another 
Suit 3 and that would not do neither, for his Body was then as Streight 
as an Arrow. 


- —_- Wo — — 
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F as. CCCCLAXIV. 
A Truſty Dog and his MBaſter. 


He Maſter of a Family that had, as he thought, a very 

good Condition'd Dog 3; coming home from his Buſneſs 
once, found a Cradle Overturn'd ; the Dog's Mouth all Bloody, 
and his only Child miſling. He draws his Sword immediately 
and Kills the Dog, upon a Prefumption that he had Worryed 
the Child ; without any regard tohis Tryd Fidelity, and with- 
out Allowing himſelf One Moment of Time for a Second 
Thought. Upon a further Enquiry, he fund the Truth of 
the Matter to be this: The Child being left alone in the Cra- 
dle, there was a Serpent Winding it felf up the Side ont, 
to Deſtroy the Child. The Dog leaps upon the Serpent, and 
Tears it to Pieces ; but in the Scuffle, the Cradle happend to 
be Overturn'd : Upon the taking up of the Cradle, the Maſter 
tound the Chi/d Alive under it, and the Serpent Dead, which, 
upon Reflexion, Convincd him of the Miſerable Temerity of 
his Miſtake. 


The Moral. 


The Repemtence of a whole Life, is not ſufficient to Atone for the Miſcar- 
riage of One Raſh Aion. 


REFLEXION. 


Anger without Conſideration , is little better then a downright Mad- 
neſs 3 it makes us take Benefits for Injuriesz it Confounds Truth and 
Falſhood 3 and we have but too many Inſtances of Outrages committed 
on the Perſons of the beſt of our Friends, upon a Falſe Perſwaſion of 
their being our Mortal Enemies. Charity bids us Hope and Believe the 
Beſt of Things. Prudence bids us Examine the Truth of Things : Reli- 
gion and Common Equity Preach to us upon the Text of Do as you would 
be done by. So that it 1s Uncharitable, Unreaſonable, Unchriſtian, and In- 
human, ro paſs a Peremptory Sentence of Condemnation upon a Try'd 
Friend, where there's any Room left for a more Favourable Judgment. 
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F A Bs CCCCLXV. 
A Fool and a Steve. 


N Innocent found a Sieve, and preſently fell ro Stopping 
. the Holes, which he calld Mending it. When he had 
been Puzzling a good while about it, he threwt away in a 
Rage ; I ſhall never make any thing ont, ſays he, for I don't 
know which I am to Stop, and which to leave Open. 


The Morartl, 


lt fare's with the Pragmatical ſort of State- Menders, mmch as it did with 
this Sieve-Mender : They do not like things as they are, neither do they 
Onderſtand how they ſhould be. But they are for Change however at a 
Venture and when they have once put Matters out of Order, there's no 
ſetting them to Rights again. 


REFLEXION. 


THrRe are none ſo Forward as Fools to mend Things that are Well 
already ; though they find upon Experiment that they Make and they 
Leave every thing Worſe then they found it. They are at firſt for Stop- 
ping of Holes, and when that won't do, they are for Making of "em a- 
gain. We have abundance of Fools in the Moral to anſwer this Fool in 
the Fable 3 that 1s to fay, People that take upon them to Corre& what 
they do not Underſtand 3 and that when they have Embroil'd the Pub- 
lick, leave the Main Chance to Fortune, to Shuffle the Cards Anew, and 
Play the Game over again. This is the Fate on't, when Pedants will be 
Medling with Politicks , and Botchers ſetting up for the Reformers of 
Providence. 


—_ —_—_— 
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Fas, CCCCLXVL 
A Fig-Tree and a Thon. 


Fig-Tree and a Thorn were valuing themſelves once up- 

on the Advantage that the One had over the other. 
Well, ſays the Thorn, what would you give for ſuch Flowers 
as Theſe? Very Good, fays the Fig-Tree, and what would you 
give for fuch Fruit as This ? Why, ſays the other, 'twould be 
againſt Nature for a Thorn to bring forth Figs. Well (lays 
tother again, and twould be againſt Nature too, for a Fry- 
Tree to bring forth Flowers : Belide that, I have Fruit you fee, 


that is much Better. 
The 


* 
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The 'MORAL 


Every Creature has a Share in the Commune 
is « Virtue 4s well as « Duty for: Every: 
with its Proportion in thoſe iT but hen we come viece td Boaſt 

bo gyger pre from- others, 'tis no "longs a Virtut but + 
ty 3 and eſpecially when we Miſtake the — 1, ind prefer 
the vanegs of Bey, bare theſe of De and , ; 


REPLEXTON. 


'Tis not Every Man that can diſtinguiſh Ciftiogniſh betwixe n the xcellencie of 
Beauty and of Virtury: And how in Teh bod rh ſh, when 
Dory: Man that has Eyes in his Head the One,” #h not One 
Man of Forty Underſtands the Other ? Nay, 'the very Otetitation of 'the 
Thors , is a Weakiies,, and 1 might have ſaid! = Vice w&@&J}"for tht Va: 
nity Unhallows Gy very Virwe, ſpecially where it "EE. oats with 
Detra@on. 


of Providence 4, avid it 
eirgft well ſatiifſed 


"4 n ” 
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"a2 : "-— —_ ' 7. mt. 


F an cccerayhh 
Ret A Colt and a $0, | 


Wolf had the- Fortune- to paſs by,-as the Thief-Eeaders 
were SS a Proper Goodly Fox to the Place of Exe- 
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cution. The ſock '& kindneſs for him, that he Re- 
ſolved to Employ Ai Intereſt, with. the Lion to fave his Life ; 
but by the way, ſays he, what's the Malefactors Crime ? So the 
Officers cald hum, that he. had. not only. Robb'd ſeversl -H 
Roots, but. had the Impudence to Steal £m Gogſe,, that 
Reſervd for his Majeſties own; Table, ye. la? ont 
Wolf ; why then the Caſe is Alter'd, wo Plea, ; pd fo 
him ro take his Fortune. © 1; 1, 
PEN "1 —_ 
bneere 1s the cay Te and Sandavd Good und Buil." JF I m 
b dag ws v- /s Frex.ae” is be Lg pe 
quently egainft 99 (vole get 'Con of: Copemox Pro-: 
Fice 5 and "tis Ciſtin ſting _— Grains of Allowance into ' Ot: to. 
Palliate the Fonleft Iniquity. 
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REFLEXION. 


TH 1s Fable hits the Humour of the World to a Hair, and it holds 
from him that fits upon the Throne, to the poor Devil that has ſcarce a 
Tatter to his Breech.+ Men are eaſy to Pardon Offences comminted a- 
gainſt other People 3 but when they come to be Touch'd once in their 
Own Copy-Hold , the Liows Fat-Gooſe Weighs down all the Cocks and 
Hens in the Country : And in that Caſe the Wolf leaves his Brother Fox 
at the Gallows. The Rogue has Stoll'n a Prerogative Gooſe, ſays he, and 
the King will never Pardon him. This is according to Practice, how 
contrary fſoever to the true Meaſures of Generolity, Honour and Juſtice. 
That's the verieft Villain in Natwre, cries one, for Fu tell ye bow be Ord 
Me. As Worthy « Man, ſays anotber, as -—=< or wattage Leather 5; 
for really T have been much Beholden to him. In (bort, there is ſuch an Af- 
hoiry betwixt our Prudentials and our Apperites, that they are hke Two 
Omniſon Strings, if you Touch the One, the Other Moves by Conſent. 
There was a Certain Filecer (an Officer of the Common Pleas,) that in 
Oliver's Days was mightily concern'd upon the Subjet of the Govern- 
ment, and Dilating in a kind of Rhetorical Cl:max upon the Tniquity of 
the Tumes: Well (ſays he,) here's the beſt Church upon the face of the 
Earth Deſtroy'd ; the Nobility and Gentry Trampled under Foot, and 

'd ; the Commonalty Enſlav'd 3 the Laws Overturn'd ; the Conſti- 
tution of Parliaments Didotv's $ a moſt Pious, Gracious King Murderd : 
And now to Conſunemate the Villany, fay they are putting down rhe 
Filacers, When it comes once to the Filacers, it Touches to the Quick. 


th. — ———_—— 
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F ans CCCCLXVIII. 
A Rich an and a Poo, 


S a Poor Fellow was Beating the Hoof upon the High- 

:-way, 'ahd Trudging on Merrily in a Butter Cold Morn- 
ing; with never a Rag to his Tay]: A Spark that was Warm 
—_ and Well Mounted, (but his Teeth Charrering in his 
Head yer,) call'd to this Tatter-de-Mallion, and ask'd him how 
he was able ro Endure this Terrible Weather ? Why ſays tother, 
how-does your Face endure it? My Face is usd tot, fays the 
Cavalier. -And fo is my Body fays the other ; fo chat I am all 
Face. And then (fays-the Poor Cur) there's another thing yet 
beſides ; I have all the Cloaths I have in the World upon my 
Pack, and that's enough to keep me Warm : Do but you pur 
on aJl yours too, and you ſhall be Warm as well as I. 


a .c , 
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The MORAL. 


By Cuſtom, PraTice and Patience, all Difficulties and Hardſhips, whether 
of Body or of Fortune, are made Eafie to w. Mankind is all of 4 
Make, and if we ſbrink in the Wetting, as we ſay, or in any Trial of 
Diſireſs or Perſecution, "tis our own Fault ; for we are Conſulting our 
Skins, and our Aﬀedtions, when we ſhould rather be attending to the Mo- 


tions of our Reaſon, which would give us better Conncil. 


REFLEXION. 


I 7 Men would but Inure themſelves to do thoſe things by Choice, 
which 'tis Forty to One they ſhall be ſome time or other forc'd to do 
by Neceſſity, it would exceedingly Advance the Peace and Comfort of 
Human Lite ; for all thoſe Miſeries are only Viſionary and Fancaſtical, fo 
far as we Govern our ſelves by Opinion rather then by Reaſon. Our 
Bodies are not Naturally more Tender then our Faces 3 bur by being leſs 
Expoyg'd to the Air, they become lets able to endure it. Exerciſe makes 
things Eaſte to us, that would be otherwiſe very Hard 3 as in Labour, 
Watchings, Heats and Colds : And then there is ſomething Analogous in 
the Exerciſe of the Mind, to that of the Body. 'Tis Folly and Infirmity 
that makes us Delicate and Froward. We are taught likewiſe in the 
Differing Tempers and Conditions of the Rich Man and the Poor here, 
that a Man may be Happy with a Little, and Miſerable in Abundance. 


pe 


F a» CCCCLAXIX. 
A Wolf and a Hog. 


IWolf that had livd many Years upon the Spoil, came at 

laſt to be Troubled in Conſcience for the Spilling of fo 
much Innocent Blood, and ſo rook up a Chriſtian Relolution 
to keep a long Lent fort ; and not to Ear One Bic of Fleſh for 
a whole Twelve-Month: But Faſting it ſeems did not agree 
wich his Conſtitution, for upon the {1ght of a Hog Wallowi 
in a Muddy Puddle, he ran preſently ro him, and askd him whar 
he was ? Why, fays the Hoe, I belong to-a Neighbour here in the 
Village , and the Ancient Romans call me Porcus. In Good 
Time, ſays the Wolf ; for I have read in Littletons Diftionary, 
that Porcus is a Fiſh, that being Taken, Grunteth like a Hog ; and 
ſo he made a Supper of che Hog, without breaking his Faſt, and 
wichour any Offence to his Vow of Mortification. 
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The MORat. 


In a long Praftice of Wickedneſs , now and then a Faint Vow or Promiſe 
of Amendment, goes for Nothing : And if 4 Body ſhould have a Mind 
to break, a Commandment under ſuch an Obligation, it will be hard if he 
rannot bring himſelf off at laſt with ſome Salvo or Diſtin@ion , and be 
his own Confeſſor. 


REFLEXION. 


MEN that are Habitually Wicked , may now and then by Fits and 
Starts feel certain Motions of Reflexion that look toward Repentance z 
but thoſe Diſpoſitions are commonly ſhort Liv'd, and the ſame Meat ſhall 
be Fiſh or Fleſh as it may beſt ſerve their Turn. We find this Fable Mo- 
raliz'd in our Daily Pradtice, not only among our Falſe Converts, upon 
the Matter of 'Truth, Steadineſs and Juſtice, but among Politicians, Law- 
gers and Divines, that (hall make the moſt Eſtabliſh d Principles of Law, 
Prudence and Religion, Felons of themſelves, and by the help of a little 
Sham and Paradox, Blow Hot and Cold, with the Mar and the Satyr, out of 
the ſame Mouth. This Wolf now was ſomewhat of the Mans Humour 
that was Charg'd by his Confeſarins, for Eating Fleſh in Lent : Father, ſays 
he, I have as Catholick a Faith as any Man in Chriſtendom ; but a moſt 
Confounded Heretical Stomach, So the Wolves Heart was Right all this 
while, and by turning Hog into Porcus, he kept his Faſt in Latin (till, 
though he broke it in Engliſh. 


Fan CCCCLXX. 


A Farmer and his Servant. 


A Country Farmer miſs'd an Ox out of his Grounds, and 
ſent his Man abroad one Day to look after him. The 
Simpleron went Hunting up and down, till at Jaſt he found 
him in a Wood ; but upon Three Birds coming croſs him, a- 
way goes he Scampering after them. He ſtay'd fo long upon 
the Errand , that his Maſter Wonderd what was become of 
him ; and ſo Abroad he goes to look for his Man ; and there 
was he in a Field hard by, running as hard as he could drive, 
and Staring up into the Air. Well, ſays the Maſter , what 
News ? Why Maſter, fays the Tony, 1 have found them. Ay, 
bur fays the Farmer again, where are they ? And what have 
ye found ? Why look ye there they are, ſays the Fellow ; 1 
have found Three Birds here, and I'm trying if I can Catch em. 


The 
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The MoRaAL 


We have this Fool Moraliz'd abundantly to us in Common Pratice. We 
leave the main End and Buſ'neſs of Life Unregarded , to run after 
Butter-flies. 


REFLEXION. 


A Man cannot look into himſelf without an Application of this Fable 
to his own Soul and Conſcience. He was much in the Right, that call'd 
Old Men, only Great Blockheaded Boys with Beards, that Entertain 
themſelves with Bigger Play-things. Theres an Ox loſt, and this Cox- 
comb runs a Gadding after W:/4- Fowl. Is it not our very Caſe now, that 
when our Souls, Good-Names, Bodies and Fortunes are at Stake, we muſt 
be running out at Check, after every Crow, Buzzard, or Jack-daw that 
comes 1n the way, and leavethe main Chance at laſt at Six and Seven? Nay, 
and here's this more in't too, that the Quarry would not be worth the 
taking up neither, if we could Catch it; beſide, that it flies away (till 
before us; and is never to be Overtaken, 


F as. CCCCLXXL 
A Saty2 and Fire. 


He Poets tell us , that Prometheus ſtole ſome of Jupiter's 

Fire, and brought it down to us from Heaven, and that 

was our Original of it. A Satyy was ſo Tranſported with 
the Glory and the Splendor of this Spirit , that down on his 
Knees he falls, and would needs Kiſs an race it. Have a care 
of your Beard, ſays Prometheus ; nay, and of your Chin too 
for twill both Singe and Burn ye. And why, tays the Satyr, 


would you bring down ſo Glorious a Tempration then to Plague 6-4 
the World withal 2 Why , ſays Prometheus , there were' no i 
Living without it ; only the Miſchief lies in the Abuſe. It ; 
Burns, 'tis true, but then confider the Heat and the Light chart F 
comes along with it, and you ſhall find it ſerves us toall man- | $ 
ner of Protitable, Delightful and Neceſlary Purpoſes, provided | 
only that we make a Right Ute ont. F 

The MORAL. / G 6 


There's not One Grain in the whole Compoſition of the Univerſe, either too 
Much, or too Little; Nothing to be Added, Nothing to be Spard 3 nor 
fo much as any One Particle of it that Mankind may not be either the 
Better or the Werſe for, according as "tis Apply'd. The moſt — 
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tidotes have Poiſon in them + the moſt neceſſary Means of Life may be 
Corrupted, or Perverted, and render'd the moſt Deſtructive to ws : As an In- 
feded Air, for the purpoſe, a Raging Sea, or a Gonſuming Fire : But let this 
Air tontinue as God made it ; the Waters be kept within their Bounds, 
and the Fire from breaking out into Conflagrations , and there's no Lz- 
ving without them under this Regulation. 


REFLEXION. 


| Tre Beſt things in the World may be Miſapply'd, and the greateſt 
Bleſſings Abus'd, may become the Occaſion to us of the moſt Jadicial 
MalediGtions. What's more neceſlary for the common Comfort and Be- 
nefit of Mankind, then Underſtanaing and Power; and nothing certainly 
is more Pernicious then thoſe Nluſtrions Qualifications Perverted. We 
are not to Quarrel with the Heavens for Peſtilential Influences, or Un- 
kindly Seaſons 3 nor with the Earth for Poyſonous Minerals and Exhala- 
tions 3 nor with the Water for Inundations, and Shipwrecks 3 nor with 
the Fire for Conflagrations. We muſt not take upon us to Diſpute or to 
Corret@ the Wiſdom of Providence, but fit down Contented and Thank- 
ful, and with this Reflexion upon the whole, that we are Indebted to the 
Divine Bounty for all the Good we Enjoy, and that for the Evil we 
Suffer, we may thank our Selves. 


F as» CCCCLXXIL 
A Generous Lion. 


AS a Lion was Beſtriding an Ox that he had newly Pluck'd 
down , a Robber Paſling by, Cry'd out to him, Half- 
Shares. You ſhould go your Snip fays the Lion, it you were 
not fo forward to be your own Carver. The Thict had but 
juſt curad his Back, when up comes an Innocent Traveller, 
that ſo ſoon as ever he ſaw the Lton, was going off again. The 
Lion bad him Fear Nothing , but take part of the Prey with 
him in Reward of his Modeſty : Whereupon the Lion went 
xmmediately mto the Woods to make way for the Traveller. 


The Moral. 


If Great Men in the World world but follow the Example of the Lion int 
this Fable, Sharpers ſhould not Ride in Triumph any longer, while Honeſt 
Men go ont at the Elbows. 


REFLEXION. 


TH1s is an Inſtance of a Great and a Laudable Example ; but People 
are forwarder to Commend ſuch Preſidents , then to Imitate them : for 
the 
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the Bold and Rich Thrive in the World, when the Poor and the Baſh- 
ful go a Begging : But Vintoe is never the leſs Venerable for being out 
ot Faſhion. 
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F as, CCCCLXXIIIL 
A "Brother and a Sitter. 


Here was a Brotber and a Siſter that happen'd to look ind 
Glafs both together : The Brother a very Lovely Youth, 
and the Siſter as hard favourdas a Girl could welt be. Look 
ye (ſays the, Boy,) and have not I a very Good Face now ? 
This-the Laſs rook for a Reproacty, as if hers were not ſo too. 
What does this Envious Tit, but away 'to her Father, with a 
Tale of her Brother , how Efteminately he Behav'd himſelf 
and that a Petricoat would become him better then a Sword. 
yo. Gan Man Kibd pag yn & ” ng 5% the Con- 
troverly. My Dear Chi ys lay. my. Command v 
on ye Both to look aften ina Glak; You Son, ta keepa Guard 
upon your Self, not ro Diſhonour the Advantages that Nature 
has given ye, with Ill Manners : And you Daughter, (ſays he) 
to Mind you of Supplying the Defe&ts of an External and a 
Tranſitory Beaucy , with the more ſubſtantial Ornaments of 
Piety and Vgreue. | 


The MORAL. 


There 3s not any Accident or Adventure in Nature, that does not yield Mat- 
ter. «nd Occafion for Good Conntel : And the Excellency of that neceſſary 
Office lies in the Addreſs of Managing it Pertinently, and without Re- 


proach. : 
REFLEXION. 


T+asz Vanity of the Youth here in the Fable, is doubly to Blame 3; Firſt, 
he valnes bimſelf upon a Trivial and an Uncertain Advantage.” Secondly, 
'Tis below the Dignity of the Sex, for a Man te Glory in, and to Uſarp 
upon the proper Ornaments and Privileges of a Woman. The Siſters 
Envy may be better Reprov'd then Reform'd 3, for to ſay that a Woman 
is not Handſom, is a Sin never to be Forgi c 
lemly well Diſcharge the Part of a Wiſe Man, (and of a Tender Parent 
both in One. And the Moral of bis Part Refolves finally into this, That 
Virtue attones for Bodily Defe&ts, and that Beauty is nothing worth, with- 
out a Mind Anſwerable to the Perſon. Woe 


F 4&8. 


The Father does excel. _ 
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F a n, "COCCCLXXIV. 
The Bees and the Drones. 


Here was a werſy berwixt the Bees and the Drones 
about ſome Honj=Combs rhat were found in a Hollow Oak. 

They both laid Claim,q@.em, and.a Waſp was to be Fudge, as 
one that well underſtood the Matter, Upon the Tryal of the 
Cauſe, they ſeem bbth co ſtand fair fort, as being of the ſame 
Sizeg, Make and Colour. Now, fays the Waſp, I am upon m 
Qath, and therefore let me ſee thera work'their Combs, and 
em- here before me in,the Court, andiI ſhall be then the better 
able co Underſtand the Merits: of the Cauſe. Fhe:Drones would 
not. Agree tots and fo the: V erdift.wenr forthe Bees. - | 


| (47 The-M ORAL X 
Pretences 04 way ;* the World with Mes that will take Fs Words 
and Map Lo for Caren Payment : But the ſhort and\'the cer- 
" #xit way of bringing the Cauſe th'« Parr Iſſue, i: to put the Pretenders ts 
the Ti of Doing what they ſeg. 'Þ: | 


"4 - -REFLEXION. | 

'n 2 asntO [inci 7 ed —_ 
ALL People that ſet up for a Reputation in the World upon the Cre- 
dit of other Mens Labours , fall under the Reproof of tiHfis Fable ; and 
the Judges in thoſe Caſes are not always ſo Tender, Circumſpe& and Con- 
ſcientious as the Wasp was in this 3 for they'let Falſe and Frivolons Pre- 
tenders run away many times, not only with the CharaGter, but with the 
Reward; both of 'Honeſter and Soberer Mens Virmes: There's no Proof 
= yon ads; and patting the Drove: to the Teſt of making Wax 


+ 7/) A'For/ and's Deagon. 
S a Fox, was Earthigig Hiaſelf be Diggd ſo Deep, till ac 
A laſt he came to a,Þragon's Den, where he foupd .a Pro- 
igious Maſs of Hidden Treafure. ' He made his Excuſe for his 
Intruſion, 'and beggd the Dragon leave bur to Ask him One 
Queſtion. Pray (ſays he) where's the Pleaſure or the Profit of 
Spending 
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Spending all your Days in a Hole chus, without either Light 
or Sleep ? Why tis my Fate, ſays the Dragon, and there's no more 
to be ſaid. Here's a Monſtrous Hord, ſays the Fox, and I can- 
not find that you either give Give or Uſe One Peny out of all 
this Store. 'Tis a Miſery, ſays the other, that I am-Doom'd to, 
and there's no Avoiding it. Why then ſays the Fox, He that's 
Born under Your Stars ts certainly the mott Wretched of Crea- 
cures. 


The MoR AL 
We are apt to do Amiſi, and to Perſevere in ſo Doing, and then lay the 


Blame upon our Stars, or our Fortune as we call it, which in truth, is nei- 
ther Better nor Worſe then making Heaven the Author of Evil. The ver 
ſooth of it is, that an [!l Habit has the Force of that which we call an 
Fate ;, and we Tye up our Selves, where Providence has left us at Li- 


berty 
REFLEXION. 


Your Covetous Churl is Undoubtedly the moſt Miſerable of Beggars 3 
the more he Has, the more he Warts 3 Beſide that he wants what he Hes 
too; for 'tis loſt to all Intents and Purpoſes, when neither he Himſelf, nor 
any Body elſe is the Better for't. He Pines and Watches himſelf to Death, 
for fear of lofing that which he only Fancies that he has 3 or which is the 
fame thing, that which he has not the Heart to Uſe. All this, ſays the Dra- 
gon, I ſuffer, becauſe 'm Doom'd to't, which tells us moſt Emphaticaly, 
that an Anxiety of Mind is a Juſt Jadgment _=_ a Man for Delivering 
himſelf ap to ſo Sordid an Appetite. We muſt not Underſtand the Dre- 
gon here to be Condemn'd to this Miſery by the Fatality of any Inevi- 
table Decree ; but in theſe Caſes, Cuſtom and Corruption, ſuperinduce 
upon us a kind of Neceflity of going on as we begun. 


 —— 


F as. CCCCLXXVI. 
The Shipwack of Simonides. 


\ Imonides Was a Learned Man, and an Excellent Poet , eſpe- 
cially in the way of Panegyrick, or Encomwm , to the Ho- 


nour of the Great Men of his Age infomuch that he made his - 


Fortune by't. After ſome time ſpent abroad, and a great deal 
of Mony got by his Excomia upon the Hero's of thoſe Times, he 


put Hunſelf and his Treaſure Aboard for his own ym 6-- 
pain, in an Old Rotten Veſſel. They fell into Foul Weather, 
and the Ship Miſcarryd. In the Hurry of the Shipwreck, whule 
the Paſlengers were at their Wits end how to Save that which 

Nnn | they 
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they took to be of the molt V alue, Szmonides was the only Man 
that appear d Llaconcernd, notwickitanding that his whole For- 
tune was at Stake in the Cargo.” One ASkd him , why he did 
not leok after his Goods. Why 1o I do, fays he , tor all the 
Goods that I pretend to, I have now About me. In this Ex- 
tremity, ſome made a ſhift ro Swim A-ſhore ; the greater Part 
ſunk under the weight of what they thoughe ro Preſerve ; and 
in the mean time came in a Crew of Free-Booters, that Rifled 
and Stript thoſe that Scapd. The Men that were Paddling for 
their Lives , made a Port, where by great Providence there 
livd a Famous Philoſopher chat was a Paſhonate Adnurer, and 
a Diligent Reader of Szmonides, and his V Vritings. This Phi- 
loſopher upon the Firſt Encounter, found out Smonides by his 
very Diſcourſe ; took him into his Houſe, Cloathd him, Fur- 
niſh'd him with Mony, Provided him Servants, and put him 
into a Condition 1n fine, to Live in Honour and Plenty. As 
Simonides was walking the Streets a while after, he ſaw ſe- 
veral of his Shipwreck'd Companions begging their Bread from 
Door to Door, with a Certificate of their Misfortune.- V Vell, 
fays Simontdes, and d'ye not find it True now as I told ye, that 
pon of Letters and of Integrity, carries all his Goods about 
im ? 


The MoraL, 


The Moral is no more then this , that Virtue ſhall never fail of a Reward 


in the Concluſton. 


REFLEXION. 


A Wiſe and a Good Man carries his Happineſs in his own Breaſt ; and 
that's a Happinels too, that the Uttermolt Malice of Wicked M-zn, and 
of Crols Fortune can never take away. Let all Men of Honour apply 
the Moral of this Hiſtory to their own Comfort an41 Support, and Aflure 
theiſ-lves, that Providence cither in the Blefſing of a good Conſcience, 
or i that of & Happy Deliverance, will gever Forlake thera. 
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F a * CCCCLXXVIIL. 
Two Hen and a balter. 


A Poor Rogue that had got the Devil into his Pocket, and not 
One Crols in the World to drive him-out again, tound up- 
on Mature Conſideration, that he had no Choice before him, 
bur eicher ro Hang or Starve ; for, fays he, I have neither Caſh; 
Credit, nor Friends, to keep Life and Soul together. He be- 
thought himſelf a while upon the Matter, and fo Reſolv'd ra+ 
ther of the Two to go to Heaven in a String. Upon this, 
he unmediately provides himſelf a Halter ; Pang. Noole, and 
picches upon the Place of Execution ; but as he was driving 4 
Hook inco an Old Wall to Faſten the Cord to, Down comes 
a Grear Stone that was Looſe, and a Pot of Mony along with 
it. The Fellow preſently throws away the Halter ; Takes the 
Gold by Content , wikeue either Weighing or Counting 
it, and fo away he Scours with the Purchace. He was no 
ſooner gone, but in comes the Man that had hid the Mony, to 
ive his Por a Vilit: He finds the Birds flown it ſeems, and 
arrying and Hanging, they ſay, go by Deſtiny. The laſt Comer, 
in fine, ſucceeds to the Rope of his Predeceſſor, and- very fair- 
ly Hangs himſelf, with this Comfort in the Conclufion, That 
Providence had Sav'd him the Charge of a Halter. 


The MORAL. 


Where there's Mony in the Caſe, 'tis Forty to One but ſome Body or other goes 
to the Devil fort. 


REFLEXION. 


Poverty and Avarice are near A-kin, and the Rich Infatiable Miſer 
that is (till Carking after More and More, is every jot -as Miſerable as he 
that has juſt Nothing at all. What's the Difference betwixt Gold in One 
Part of the Earth, and Gold in Another ? Betwixt the Minted Gold that 
the Sordid Churl Buries in a Pot, and the Ore that Nature has Prepar'd 
and Tintur'd in the Mine? They are Both equally loſt to the common 
Uſe of Mankind 3 Only the One lies a little deeper then the Other. We 
may finiſh this Moral with a Conſideration of the Folly of rhoſe People 
that Starve themſelves to Enrich Others, and make their Own Lives 
Wretched for the Advantage perhaps of Thieves or Strangers. The Hat- 
ter, in fine, ſerv'd both their Turns 3 as well His that had no Mony at 


firſt, as others that Lol! it. 
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F as CCCCL.XXVII. 
A RBountebank and a Bear. 


S a Quack was Expoling his Bills and his Med'cines upon a 
Stage, in the Quality both of a Doftor and a Jack-Pud- 
ding, Thouſands and Thouſands of People Gaping and Staring at 
him with as much Reverence and Attention, as if every Word 
that came out of his Mouth had dropt from the Lips of an O- 
racle : «It happen'd juſt in the Nick of this Interim, that an Ot- 
ficer of Paris-Garden was Leading one of his Majeltics Bears, 
that way , with a Ring thorough che Noſe of him. The 
Rabble immediately upon the Novelty of this Adventure, quit- 
ted the Mowntebank, and Gather'd in Mulcitudes about the Bear, 
Shoutmg and Hxz,2,aimg along with him, as if it had been a 
Proceſhion to a Pope-burning , or peradventure ſome more Pom- 
pous Spectacle. The Bear upon this Noiſe and Buſsle, (though 
none 'of the Quickeſt-Witted Animals, made a Speech to the 
Crowd after the beſt manner. Heark ye my Friends, fays he, 
Im Glad to fee you ſo Merry at my being led like a Sot by 
the Noſe thus ; but pray let's Laugh at one another by Turns, 
for you are every Jot as Ridiculous to Me, as I am to Jeu, the 
Mobile are led by the Ears juſt as the Bears are led by the Ne- 
ſes ; and that's all the Difference in the Cale berwixt us. 


The MoRaL 


The Mobile are altogether for Noiſe and Novelty, and One New Thing 
drives out another : Nay , we take Pleaſure in the very SpeFacle that 
EffeFually Abuſes us 5 as a Bear with a Ring in his Noſe, is no more 
ther an Emblem of every Man of ws, for we are led as much as He, 
Some by the Ear or Eye ; others by our Luſts and Aﬀetions : But in fine, 
every Soul of us ſome way or other. 


REFLEXION. 


N o Man ſhould make Sport with, or Condemn any thing in another, 
without firſt Conſidering whether he be not Guilty of the very ſame thing 
Himſelf. The Bear is led after One Manrer ; the Multitude are led after 
Another Manner; and in ſome fort or other we are all led; only the 
Bearward in this Fable leads but One Brute , and the Mountebank leads a 
Thouſand : And what's the whole Buſneſs at laſt, but Noiſe, Novelty and 
Example? And One Fool Staring and Hooting for Company after Another; 
We take more Care to do as Others do, then to do as we onght to do, or 
in truth to Underſtand the Sum and Snbſtance of our Duties The Peoples 


leaving 


FABLES of. ſeveral Anthors. 


453 


leaving the Mountebank, for the Bear, Imports: as great a Readineſs, even 
to leave Him too tor what comes yext, and ſhews us that there's no Truſt- 
ing to the Mobile. It may ſerve alſo ro Mind us, that the very-Courſe of 
our Lives is little better then a Series of Miſtakes, and a'Tranfition-from 
One Weakneſs to Another. - He that finds himſelf Uneaſy in One Un- 
. reaſonable Choice, has Recourſe naturally to Another, perchance as Un- 
reaſonable : And let him be never fo Sick of the Error, there's yet ſome 
Pleafare in the Variety 3 though it be but in the Hope of Mending the 
Matter. 
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F a »» CCCCLXXIX. 
A Skittiſh Hoſe. 


Here goes a Story of a Reſtiff, Skictiſh Jade , that had 
gotten ſuch a Trick of Riſing, Starting , and Flying 

out at his own Shadow, that he was not to be Endurd ; for 
the Diſcipline of che Spur and the Bit was wholly Loſt upon 
him. When his Rider found that there was no Reclaiming 
of him by the Ordinary Methods of Horlemanſhip , he took 
him to task upon the Philoſophy and Logick of the Bufneſs. 
'Tis only a Shadow, fays he, that you Boggle at: And what is 
that Shadow, but ſo much Air that the Light cannot come at ? 
It has neither Teeth nor Claws, you ſee, nor any thing elſe to 
Hurr ye: "Twill neither Break your Shins, nor Block up your Paſ- 
ſage ; and what are you afraid of then ? Well fays che Horle, 
(who it ſeems had more Wit then his Maſter, ) 'tis no new 
Thing in the VVorld, even for the greateſt Heroes ro ſhrink un- 
der the Impreſſion of Pamck Terrors. VVhat are all the Sprighes, 
Ghoſts and Goblins that you your Selves Tremble at, but Phan- 
tomes and Chimera's, that are bred and ſhap'd in your own Brain? 


The MoRal 


Nature and Reaſon have Fortify'd #s, if we will but make uſe of our Orrength, 
againſt all Difficulties that can Befall we in this World. But if we will ſtand 
Bogeling at Imaginary Ewvils, let us never Blame « Horſe, for ſtarting at 
4 Shadow, 


REFLEXION. 


-» 


'T1is a Common Thing for People to Blame what they Practice, and 
to be ſpending their Cenſures upon others, when they ſhould be Examin- 
ing Themſelves : Whereas in Juſtice, Charity and Prudence, we ſhould 
make no other Uſe of our Neighbours Faults, then we &o of a — 

2's 
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GleG wo Mend our Own Mangers by, and to ſet Matters right at Home. 
When we ſee a Horſe ſtart at a Shadow, what have we more to do then 
to Contemplate the Folly and Vanity of our own Surprizes and Miſtakes 
ma Inſtances of the ſame Quolity ! For what are all the Vexa- 
tious Tranſports of our and Fears, Extravagant Wiſhes, and Vain 
Defires, but the Images of Things every jot as Whamſical, as the Vilon of 
the Shadow here in the Fable? And we can never hope for Better, (6 
long as we Govern our Selves by Farcy, without Reeſov. To lay all in a 
Word, the whole Buſneſs comes to no more then this; Firſt, We torm 
ſome Nonſenſice! Idea to our felves, and then fall down to an 14o! of our 
Omwn Making. 


F as CCCCLXXX. 
No Lawg againlt Flattery. 


Lattery is Undoubtedly one of the moſt Unmanly, and Per- 
nicious V ices under the Sun, either Publick or Private ; 
and in One VVord, the very Peſt of all Common-wealths and 
Families, wherever t is Enterraind ; and yet, to the Scandal of 
Human Policy, even in the Beſt of Governments, the VVorld 
was I know not how many Thouſand Years Old, before ever 
any Proviſion was thought of for the Preventing or the Sup- 
_ of this Epidemical Corruptton. Apollo was the F irſt, rhac 
(out of his Own VViſdom and Goodneſs) Erected a Court of 
Juſtice for the Tryal of 'Paraſites ; appointing the Sharpeſt Sa- 
eyriſts of the Age for their Judges 3 and Arming the Com- 
miſſioners with full Power and Authority ro Hear and Deter- 
mine all Cauſes of that-quality : The Offender to ſtand Con- 
viet upon the Teſtimony of one {1ngle V Vitneſs ; and im- 
mediately upon Conviction, to be carried away into the 
Market-Place, and there Cham'd to a Stake, and Flayd Alive, It 
was Obſerv'd, that notwithſtanding the Severity of this Inexo- 
rable Law, Flattery was ftill as Bold , Buſie, and Barefac'd as 
Ever, from the very Palace to the Cottage; and yer in a matter 
of Six Months time, not One Complaint brought into the 
Court againſt it. Upon this Neglect, there were Spres and 
Enformers ſet at work in all Coffee-Houſes , and other Publick 
Places, to Watch the Campany, and give Intelligence to the 
Tribunal of what was faid or done there , that might be laid 
hold of. The very next day there was a Courtier taken up, and 
an Accufation Exhibited againſt him, for having given a Perſon 
of Eminent Qyalicy, the CharaGter of a Man of Honour, Brains, 
| Good 
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Good Government, and Virtue, when the whole World knew 
him to be no better then an Ignorant Mercenary Sor; that with- 
out any regard to Honeſty, Prudence, or Good Manners, A- 
bandon'd himſelf Entirely to his Luſts and Pleaſures. The 
Priſoner boch Confeſs'd and Juſtify'd che Fact ar the ſame time, 
appealing to the Perſon moſt concern'd, whether he had wrong'd 
him or not ; who not only Acquitted che Man, but Reflected 
moſt Deſperately upon the Scandalous Practice of the Court 
it ſelf, in making that to be Flattery, which upon the whole 
Matcer, was no other then Truth and Juſtice. The Commiſſion 
was hereupon Diſcharg'd, for they found ic utterly Impradti- 
cable to puniſh a Faulc that no Body would eicher Acknowledge 
or Complain of. 


Ie "I 


The MoRAL, 


"Tis nothing but Self-Love at Home, that Provokes and Invites Flattery frohs 
Abroad : And the Diſpoſition of One Man to Receive it, Encourages An- 
other to Give it. 


REFLEXION. 


T 11s Fiftion may ſerve to ſhew us, that what Influence ſoever Poli- 
tical Laws and Proviſions may have upon the External Regulation of our 
Practices and Manners 3 it is a thirig yer utterly Impoſſible for Human 
Wiſdom to form ſach an A& of State, as ſhall reach the Wickedneſs of the 
Heart : So that in deſpite of all che Rules and Cautions of Government, 
the moſt Dangerous and Mortal of Vices will ſtill come off, without fo 
much as a Pablick Cenfare. As who ſhall pretend to infli& any Puniſh- 
ment upon Flattery, Hypoeriſy, and other Sins of the Heart, when there 
lies no Proof againſt them 2 One may be a very Honeſt Man in the Eye 
of the Law, and yer a moſt Abominable Wretch in rhe Sight of God, and 
of his Own Conſcience. Burt it 1s (till worth the while however, to con- 
ſider how we may Diſcountenance and prevent thoſe Evils which the Law 
can take no Cognizance of. And to gain this Point, the Effe& mult be 
Obviated in the Cauſe. Flattery can never take Place upon any Man, 
(ſo as to Corrupt him) that did not Flatter Himſelf Firſt 3 for it is 4 
Vain Opinion of our Selves, that lays us Open to be Impogd upon by 
Others. 


Fan CCCCLAXAL 
Three Orcaming Travellers. 


Hree Men were Travelling through a V Vilderneſs : the 
ourney it ſeems was longer then they thought for , 
and their Proviſions fell ſhort ; but there was enough left for 
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any One of 'em yer, though too little for all ; and how to Dif- 
poſe of the Remainder , was the Queſtion. Come (fays One 
of the Ihree,) Lets cen Iye Down and Sleep, and he that has 
the Strangeſt Dream, ſhall have That that's Left. The Mo- 
tion was Agrecd to, and fo they diſpos'd themſelves to their 
Reſt. About Midnight, Two of them V Vakd, and told one 
another their Dreams. Lord, ſays one of: 'em , What a Fancy 
bave I bad ! I was taken up methought ito the Heavens, I know not 
how, and there ſet down juſt before Jupiter's Throne. And I fays 
Tether, was Hurryd away by a Whirlwind , methought to the very 
Pit of Hell, The Third all this while Slept Dog-Sleep, and 
heard every V Vord they faid. They fell then co Lugging 
and Pinching their Companion, to tell him the Story. Nay, 
pray be Quiet, ſays he, What are ye ? Why we are your Fellow 
Travellers, they Cryd. Are ye come back again then ? ſays he. 
They told him they had never ſtirrd from the Place where 
they were. Nay then , ſays tother, twas but a Dream, for 1 
Fancy'd that One of ye was Carryd away with a Whirlwind to Jupi- 
ter, and tother to Pluto : And then thought I to my Self, 1 ſhall 
never ſee theſe Poor People again ; ſo 1 en fell on , and Eat wp all 
the Viluals. 


The Morat 


There is a Fooling fort of Wit that has Nothing more in't then the Trick- 
ing up ;þ =o Inſipid Conceit to no manner of Purpoſe, but to Morti- 
fy Good Company, and Tire ont an Ingenious Converſation. The Jeſts 

of theſe "_ are only to be Order'd as we do Cucumbers 5 Waſb them, 

and Beat them , and then throw them out at the Window. That is 
to ſay, they are Flat and Inſipid, without either Meaning or Morality 
to help them ont. 


REFLEXION. 


WHERE Men will be Fooling and Banteriong, a Trick for a Trick 
is but Common Reaſon and Juſtice 3 and it comes cloſer yet too, when 
the Trick is Encounterd with Another of the ſfanic Kind ; for it does 
not only ſpoil the Jeſt , but makes the Aggreiior Himſelf Ridiculous 5 
eſpecially when the Deſign is Forelay'd and Concerted in Form, as here 
in the Fable. The Frolick of a Cleanly Banter, may do well enough 
off-hand, and without Aﬀeation 5 but a Deliberated Foolery is moſt Abo- 
minably Fulſome. 
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Fas CCCCLAXYXNI. 
Reaſon of State. 


Pon the coming out of a Book Entitled Reaſon of State; 
chere happen'd a warm Diſpute in the Cabinet of a 
Great Prigce, upon that Subject. Some would have it to be, 
The Skill of Eretting , Defending and Enlarging a Common-Wealth. 
Others were for changing the Title from Reaſon of State to Rea- 
ſon of Policy. And a Third Party was for Correcting the for- 
mer Detmicton, and rather running it thus, {Reaſon of State us 
a Rule Uſcful for Common-Wealths, how contrary ſoever to the Laws 
both of God and Man.] There was great Exception taken to the 
Plain Dealing of chis Latcer Definition ; but upon Conſulcing 
Prelidents,it was found very Agrecable to the Practical Truth of 
the mater. 


The MoraLl. 


Honeſtly may do well enough betwixt Man and Man, but the Meaſures of 


overument and Righteouſneſs are quite Different Things. The 2ueſtzon 
in Reaſon of State is not Virtue, [a P e. 


REFLEXION. 


Reaſon of State, in"the Simplicity of the Notion , is only the Force of 
Political IT iſdom, Abſtracted from the Ordivary Rules and Methods of 
Conſcience and Religion. It conſults only Civil Utility , and never Mat- 
ters it, provided the Pablick may be the better for't, though the lnſtru- 
ments and Managers go to the Devil. "Tis ſomewhat with Stateſmen and 
their Diſciples, as it was with thg Patient and his Phyſician that Advis'd 
him for his Healths ſake to have the Uſe of a Woman. The Good Man 
Scrupled the Remedy, Well, ſays the Dottor, I Preſcribe to your Body, 
not to your Soul, which are Two Diſtin& Provinces z and when [have 
done my Duty to the Ore, let your Confeſſor look to the Other. It is moſt 
certain, that Reaſon of State is a very Devilliſh Thing, under a Speciows 
Name, and a Cover for all Wickedneſs. What are Alliances and Rup- 
tares, but Temporary Expedients ? And the Ordinary Reaſons of War 
and Peace are very little Better then Banter and Paradox. This is the 
very Truth cf the Matter, and may be ſeen at large in the Hiſtory of 
all the Governments in the World : But it is One of thoſe Traths yet 
that is not at all times to be ſpoken 5 and 'tis the part of a Wile Man in 
theſe Caſes, to Hear, See, and Say Nothing. 


O 09 Fas 
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F as. CCCCLXXMIIL 


An Eagle and a Leveret. 


N Eagle that was Sharp ſet, and upon the Wing, Iook- 
ing . her for her Prey, py out a Leveret, made a 
Stoop like Lightning , and Truſs'd it ; and as ſhe had it in 
the Foot, the Miſerable Wretch Enter'd into an Idle Expoſtu- 
lation upon the Conſcience , and. Juſtice of the Proceeding : 
With what Honeſty, fays the Hare, Can you Invade the Right 
of another Body ? Why, ſays the Eagle, To whom do you belong 
then 2 I belong to him, (fays the Other) whom Heaven has 
made the Maſter of all Living Creatures under the Sun , and 
from whom That Propriety cannot be raken without manifeſt 
Wrong and Ufſurpation. Man 1s My Maſter, and 1 know no 
other. Well, fays the Bagle again in Wrath, And what's the Title 
now, that he pretends to this Propriety * Why 'tis the Excellency of 
his Reaſon, ſays the Hare, that Entitles him to this Sovereignty ; 
which is a Claim that from the Creation of the V Vorld, to this 
Day, was never SubjeCted to the Queſtion. In Truth, fays the 
Eagle, Tou have Advanc'd a very Pretty Invention here , in ſetting 
up Reaſon againſt Force, where the Cauſe is not to be Decided by 
Argument, but by Power : And to Convince ye now how much 1 am 
mn the Right, Tou ſhall find, im deſpite of all other Pretenſuons, ſace 
I have ye under my Government and Law, that you were not Born for 
Him, but for Me. 


The M ORAL. 


Laws with Penalties are made for the Government of the Simple, and the 
Weak, like Cobwebs to Catch Flies ;, but Power is the Law of Laws, and 
there's no Diſputing with it, but upon the Swords Point. 


REFLEXION. 


Tranny and Oppreſſion never wanted either a Plea, or an Advocate for 
whatever they did ; for the Majority of the Lawyers, the Divines, and AZ 
gneſinary Profeſſions, will be ſure to run over to the Stronger Side, where 
IW:ll paſſes for Law, and Rapine for Providence. So that it is a Folly next 
to Madneſs, for a Friendles, and an Unarmed Innocence to Expoltulate 
with an Invincible Power. The Caſe of the Hare and the Eagle is a Com- 
mon Caſe in the World , where the Weaker is a Prey to the Stronger 5 
where a Forcible Poſlelſion gives a Title, and where the Juſtice of 


the Cauſe is Determin'd by the Succeſs. When the Hare comes once 
to 
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to be in the gripe, 'tis too late to talk of . Reaſon and Equity, when con- 
trary toall the Rules of Moral Jaſtice, the Conqueror is both Judge and 


; YPary. 


M- ——_——_ i Pe 
F as. CCCCLXXXIV. 
A Dog and his Baſter. 


Here was an Excellent Houſe-Dog , that ſpent his whole 
Night ſtill in Bawling and Snarling at all People Indif- 
ferently that paſsd within Hearing of him. His Maſter took 
him to Task once for Barking and Yelling fo at every Body thar 
came near him, without DiſtinEtion. V Vhy what have you a 
Noſe for , ſays he, but to ſmell out a Thief from an Honeſt 
Man ? 1 will not have ye fo much as Open your Mouth, I ell ye, 
at a Venture thus. Sir, fays the Maſtiff, 'tis out of the Zeal I 
have for your Service ; and yet, when all is done too, I would I 
had no more to Anſwer for, then giving Falſe Alarums, and Bark: 
eng out of Seaſon. You may fancy perhaps, that there are No other 


Thieves then thoſe that the Law Expoſes to the Plory, or a Whip- 


ping Poſt; or to a Turn perchance at Tyburn the next Seſſions. 
You'll find your ſelf Miſtaken Sir, it youll cake upon ye to Judge 
of theſe Blades by their Garbs, Looks, and outward Appearance : 
Bur if I get them in che VVand once, [ll cell ye which is 
which, to the very Hearts and Souls of 'em, without the Cere- 
many of eicher Bench, Witnefles or Jury. Nay, ſays che Maſter, 
if you ſhould happen to Spy a Knight of the Poſt, a Catch-pole, a 
Zayler, a Pawn-Broker, a Hegh-way-man, a Crop-Bard Scrivner, a 
Griping Uſurer, a Corrupt Judge, or any of theſe Vermin, pray 
Cry out Thref, and ſpare nor : And | beſeech ye Sir, fays the 
Dog, what if it ſhould be a Petifogging Spluter of Canſes , a 
T urncoat, Eccleppaſttcal, Mtituary or Coil ;, a Trading } uſhice, a Moy- 
tal Exemy under the Mask of a Friend : A Glozang Hypecrite : Or 
in One word, let it be in any other Caſe or Encounter whatſo- 
ever; You will find it Twenty Thoufand to One upon the whoke 
Mactter, that L Bark Right. 


The Moral. % | 
The Hiſtcry of Cheats and Sharpers truly Written, would be no other then the 


Hiſtory of Human Nature. 


Ooo 2 REFLEXION, 
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REFLEXION. 


'F1s an Unhappy thing both for Maſter and Servant, when the Love, 
Loyalty and Zeal of the One, (hall be Ill Taken at the Hands of the Other z 
for he that will not Believe and Depend upon the Faith of a Try'd Friend 
and Servant, falls under the Judgment commonly of giving too much heed 
to a Secret Enemy : Beſide, that it goes to the Heart of a Man of Honour and 
Addreſs, when he has done his Uttermoſt for his Maſters Service, to fall 
under the $:andalous Charatter of Offcious, and Impertinent, for his Pains. 
The Maſter here was in another Miſtake roo , in ſuppoling that all Houſe- 
Breakers and Sharpers had Thief written in their Forcheads 3 whereas the 
moſt Dangerous ſort of Cheats, are but Maſqueraders, under the Vizor of 
Friends and Honeſt Men. The CardinaPs Rule to one of his Laquayes that 
had loſt his Coat, comes very well to our preſent Purpoſe, The Boy faid 
that his Eminence told him they were all ſo Holy at Rome, that he thonght 
there had been no Thieves there. Well fays the Cardinal, but hereafter, 
when ever you come into a ſtrange Place, you may take every Man you 
ſee for a Thief, provided that you Ca// no Body fo. The Dog went this 
way to work, and he did Wiſely in't 3 for he that keeps himſelf upon 
this Guard, ſhall never be Couzen'd. The beſt will help it ſelf, and there- 
fore 'tis good to be wary for fear of the Worſt. 


F as. CCCCLXXXV. 
Two Docors and a Sberep. 


S a Sheep was Grazing One Evening in a Pleaſant Meadow 

it had the hap to Overhear Two Dottors of the Schools as 

they were taking a Walk chere, Philoſophizing upon the Advan- 
rages of Mankind above all other Creatures ; and particularly, 
upon the Natural Diſpolition that Man has to live in Unon and 
Soctety. The Sheep gave One of them a Gentle Touch by the 
Cloak, and told hum, that under favour, he could not be of their 
Opinion. Tis true, lays he, you have your Cities, Towns In- 
corporate, and Large Communities ; but then you have your Ma- 
giſtrates too 3 your Laws, Oaths, and a Thouſand Shackles up- 
on ye; and all little enough to keep the Peace among ye. You 
Diſpuce, Wrangle, Fight, make a perpetual Bufsle in the World, 
Break Friendſhips, Diflolve the vegy Tyes of Marriage, and Tear 
one Another to Pieces with all manner of Extravagant Conteſts. 
Now this woyfnever be, ſure, if there were in ye that fame 
Implanted Inclination to Unity and Jgreement, that you ſpeak of. 
If you would come. to a clear Reſolutzon of this Queſtion, you 
muſt firſt ſer your Selves at liberty from the Over-ruling Awe of 
Diſgrace, 


FABLES of ford Author, 
Diſgrace, Shame, and Puniſhment ; and by the Removal of thar 


Force, Icave your Selves to the full Scope of your Avarice and 
Ambition, You will chen find by the Event, whether Man be 
Naturally a Protector and Preſerver of S octety, Or a Deſtroyer of it. 
No, no, my Learned Sirs, 'tis We that are the Sociable Creatures, 
We | roop together, Feed together, Live together,follow the ſame 
Leader rov, without any Conſtraint upon us, either of Vows or 
Penaicies ; and the very Flies and Piſmires upon this Topick, will 
Riſe up in Judgment againſt Mankind. 


The MORAL 


The Philoſophers will have Man in a Degree of Excellency to be a Sociable 
Creature 3, but theſe Philoſophers are Men themſelves then, and Judges in 
their Own Caſe : Now if we may Credit Matter of Fai# and Experience, 
Men are the moſt Diſunited Creatures under the Heavens: *Tis their De- 
light, Study, Prattice and Profeſſion to lye Gutting One Anothers Throats, 
and Deſtroying their own Kind : Inſomnch that Birds, Beaſts and Inſedts, 
to y = y Flies and Piſmires, will riſe up in Judgment againſt Mankind 
in this Font, 


REFLEXION. 


THe Sheep in this Fable was clearly too hard for the Two Doors 3 
and we find all thoſe Reaſonings to be true in the World, which the Mxt- 
ton Alleges in the Fiction. For Man is certainly one of the moſt Per- 
. verle Pieces of the Creation 3 and not only Crofs to his Rational Bre- 
thren, but betwixt his Will and his Underſtanding , he lives in a Perpe- 
tual Contradition to Himſelf. His PraQtice is direaly contrary to his 
Knowledge, and he ſhuts his very Eyes againſt the Light of his Nature. 
Now other Creatures that are only Guided by a Providential Impulſe, 
have the Grace to follow the Voice of their Diretor, and to keep 
themſelves within the Compaſs of their proper Buſ'nels and Duty. 
Whereas Man, that over and above the ſame common Inſtin&, is en- 
du'd with the Talent of Counſel and Knowledge, Improves thoſe Ad- 
vantages only to his Greater Condemnation, by Abandoning the Offices 
and Fun&ions of his Reaſonable Being. The Sum of the Moral, in fine, 
may be this, that it is not ſo much the Excellency of our Human Na- 
ture, that Diſtinguiſhes us from Brutes, as the due Exerciſe and Appli- 
cation of thoſe Rational Faculties that Heaven has Beſtow'd upon us : 
Which comes to the very caſe of the Sheep and the DoFors. Man knows 
what he Ought to do, but (to his Greater Condemnation,) he does not 
A& according to his Knowledge 3 whereas Animals that are Guided 
barely by Inſtin#, live in Obedience to the Voice of Heaever in that 


of Nature. 
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F as CCCCLXXXVI 
Few Friends. 


Ne that had a Great Honour for Socrates, took Notice 

of a-Pitiful Little Houſe that he was a Building : 

'Tis a ſtrange Thing ( fays he to the Philoſopher, ) that fo 

Great a Man as you are ſhould ever think of Living in fo 

Wretched a Cabin. Well, ſays Socrates, And yet as Little as 

it 15s, he were a Happy Man that had but Trxe Friends enough 
to Full it, 


The MoRAL 


A Friend in the World, is quite Another Thing then « Friend in the Schools: 
And there's a Great Difference in the Speculation of a Friend, from what 
we find in the Pradice. 


REFLEXION. 


Friendſhip is a Divine Excellency, wrapt up in a Common Name, and 
nothing leſs then the uttermoſt Perfetion of Fleſh and Blood, for Wil- 
dom and Virtue, can Entitle a Man to the Character of a Trze Friend; 
though Cuſtom, I know, has ſo far Prevail'd for a Promiſcuous Appl 
cation of the Word to Common Acquaintances and Relations, that it 
paſles in the World, by a certain kind of Figure, for C:vility and Re- * 
_ But Socrates all this while did very well Underſtand what he 

id, touching the Rarity and Paucity of Friends 3 and he might have 
added, that it is as bard a matter how to Underſtand to Be a Friend, 
as to know where to Find One. 


F as, CCCCLXXXVII 
An vs Carrying an Jmage. 


People fell every where down upon their Knees c 

This Silly Animal fancyd that they Worſhipd Hem 
all this while ; till One Rounded him in the Ear; and 
told him, Freend, fays he, Tou are the very ſame Aſs with this 
Burden upon your Back, that you were before you took it up ; and tis 
not the Brute they Bowe to, but the Image. 


A an Aſs was Carrying an Image m Procefhon, the 
m. 


The 
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The MORAL. 


A Publick, CharaFer is never the leſs to be Reverenc'd, becauſe a Coxcomb 
haps may Carry it ; nor that Coxcomb one jot the more, ſave only for 


Be ſake of his Office. 
REFLEXION. 


T x x Simple Vanity of this Aſs is a very Pertinent Reproof to thoſe 
Men that take the Honour and Reſpett that is done to the Character 
they Suſtain, to be paid to the Perſon; as if Mr. Conſtable ſhould Af- 
fume to his Viſage, the Reverence that's = to his Commiſhon. There 
are that Interpret every Nod or Glance of Civility, in their own Favour, 
though- it was neither Due to them, nor ever Intended them. 


 — 


F as CCCCLXXXVIII. 
A Dog and a Cat. 


Here was a Dog and a Cat brought up in the ſame Houſe, 
from a Whelp and a Kittlng , and never were Two 
Creatures better together ; ſo Kind, fo Gameſome and Divert- 
ing , that it was half the Entertainmenc of the Family to 
ſee the Gamboles and Love-Tricks that paſsgd berwixt them. 
Only it was Obſervd , that ſtill at Meal-ttmes they would 
be Snarling and Spitting at One Another under the Table : 
And what was the whole Sum of the Controverſy art laſt , 
but a Dog-and-Cat-Wrangle about the Picking of a Bone, or the 
Licking of a Trencher ? 


The MORAL 


Fleſh and Blood does Naturally Conſult its own Advantage ; and when 
that comes to be the Queſtion, There's the Bone that in ſome Ddgree or 0- 
ther ſets all Mortals together by the Ears. 


REFLEXION,. 


HER E's a Perfett Emblem of the Practices and Friendſhips of the 
World 3 for Men have their Toying Seaſons, and their Pleaſant Hu- 
mours, as well as Dogs and Cats. We Contra@t Little Likings z* enter 
into Agreeable Converſations, and paſs away the time ſo Mergly and 
Kindly together , ( at leaſt while that Fit of Dalliance and Diverſion 
Laſts,) that one would think it impoſſible for any thing under rhe Sun 


ro 


aw 4... 


to Break the [rtrigne ; and yet upon the throwing in any Croſs Intereſt 


Pay IR 


GR — — — —_— —  _— TR RU TIED 


S of ſJeveral Antbors. 


"FABLE 


among 'cm 3 ( which is all One with the Bone under the Table,) nay, 
upon a Jealous Thought, or a Miſtaken Word or Look, all former Bonds 
are Cancell'd , the League Broken, and the Farce Concludes in Biting and 
Scratching one another's Eyes out, The fame Figure will ſcrve for Princes 
and States, Publick Perſons and Private , Marry'd and Single People 
in fine of all Profeſſions and Pretences. 


Fas CCCCLXXXINX. 
Ariſiotle's Definition of a Ty2ant. 


[Here was ſo great Offence taken at the Definition of a 
Tyrant in Ariſtotle's Politicks, that all the Governors un- 
der the Cope of Heaven, found themſelves Touch in the Re- 
flexion ; Infomuch chat they all Mer in a General Council, 
ro take the Matter into Conſideration. Thoſe Princes ( ſays 
Ariſiaile) are Tyrants, that intend therr own Good, more then that 
of their Subjefts. The Princes were fo Nettled at the Scandal 
of this Affront, that every Man took it to Himſelf ; for ac- 
cording to that DoCtrin , all the Governors upon the Face of 
the Earth from Adam to this Day , have been no better then 
Downright Tyrants. The Council was once Thinking to pur 
Ariſtotle ro Extremities ; but imputing it rather to the Natural 
Sawcyneſs of a Pedant, (for theres no Grammar for Poliicks, ) 
then to any Malice Prepenſe, they made him Eat his Words, 
and Expound Himſelf ; that whar he ſaid of Tyrants, was only 
meant of a ſort of Perſecutors of Old Time, that have been now long 
fince Extinft, 


The MoRaLl 


In all General Charaters of Bad Men , whether Princes, Publick Mini- 
fters, or Private Perſons, Care ſhould be taken not to Involve the Good 
under the ſame Scandal and Condemmation. There are ſome Principles 
and Methods of Government, wherein the Beſt and the 'Vorſt of Princes 
may Agree; but then there are certain Ferverſe Notions of the Thing, 
and Corrupt Prafices, that can hardly be Touch'd upon, without Engaging 
all Crownd Heads in the Reproach : And tis Dangerous Skewing wpon 
the Errors of the Age a Man lives in. 


REFLEXION. 
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REFLEXION. 


THis Fancy gives us to Underſtand , that Secrets of State are not 
properly the Buſ'neſs of the Schools, and in truth it is a Topick too, thai 
does as little become the Pmlpit 3 for Politicks are matter of Pradice ra- 
ther then of Notion : Beſide , that the Rules of Goverzment and thoſe of 
Religion, Abſtrattedly conſider'd', have' very little Affinity one with the 
other : For the Wiſdom of this World, or that which we call Civil Pru- 
dence, does not at all concern it (ſelf in the Queſtion of Yirtze or of 
Conſcience. From hence it may be Inferr'd, that Miniſters of State, Prieſts, 
and Philoſophers, ſhould do well to keep to their Reſpective Profeſlions, 
without Invading the Province one of . another. Here's a Check put 
upon the Definition of a Tyrant 3 not ſo much for the Falſe DoT@rin of 
the Poſition, as for the Scandal of Expoſing Majeſty , by the Innuendo 
of ſo Irreverend a Truth ; for the Charatter of a Crownd Head ought 
to be kept Sacred, let the Perſun be what he will. Here is likewiſe 
an other Hint of Caution to us, that in all Liberties of this Nature, we 
keep clear of the preſent Times, and be ſy] looking another way, what- 


ever we mean. 
As to the Definition of a Tyrazt it ſelf, let it be Candidly taken, and 


the Dritt of it is this z the common Safety of King and People is wrapt 
up in the Well-being of each other. The Brince intends his Own Good 
in that of the People; and at the ſame time , the Good of the People in 
that of Himſelf; for they Stand or Fall together : But then there's One 
Tenderneſs of Care and Duty, and another of Perſonal Inclination, or (if 
I may fo Call it) Infirmity 3 and Thers Ariſtotle's Tyrant, where a Ru- 
ler Indulges his Private Apperite, and Sacrifices his People to his Paſfions 


or his Pleaſures. 


Fan GDI. 
A Country-man and a Panther. 


Panther had the Fortune to drop into a Pitfall, The 
People came Flocking about him ; ſome Pelting and 


Battering him with Stones and Cudgels ; others Pity'd him, 
and threw him ſomewhat to Eat. Toward Night, they went 
All Home again, taking for granted chat they ſhould find him 
Dead next Morning : But in that Interim he came to Himlelt 
again, and gave 'em the Slip : And upon getting Looſe, he made 
{uch Havock both with Man and Beaſt, that the whole Coun- 
try, Friend and Foe, were all in Dread of him. The Panther 
finding the Fright ſoGeneral, call'd out to em, and told them ; 
$9 many of ye ( ſays he ) as were Kind to me mn the Put, ſet your 
Hearts at Reſt, for I'll not Hurt a Creature of ye now Im at —_—_ 
P pp 
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I have not forgotten who they were that gave me Bread , and 
who threw Stones at me's and I mian Enemy only to thoſe that 
were Enemues to me. 


The MoRal. 


There's no Creature ſo Wild and Savage , but it may be wrought upon and 
Reclaim'd by Good Offices and Benefits ; to the ſhame of that part of 
Mankind , that returns Evil for Good , and is yet to Learn Humanity 
from the Beaſts of the Forreſt. 


REFLEXION. 


Hz «= t's a Reproof to the Praftices of Ungratefyl Men, under the 
Figure of a Fa Beaſt : A Grateful, and I might have ſaid a Gene- 
rous Beaſt, in being kind to thoſe in their Diſtreſs, that had been fo to 
Him in His. How much Worſe then Brates are thoſe Men then, that 
owe the Beſt Blood in their Veins to the Bounty of their Friends and 
Patrons, and yet after Raiſing them from the very Dunghil to Honours 
and Fortunes , are the forwardeſt to Inſult upon their Supporters 'and 
Maſters, when they ſee 'em in any Calamity ;z and to add Afﬀiiction to 
Afﬀiidtion | Now to Purſue the Fable, Here's a Common, Enemy, in Ap- 
pearance, at the. Mercy of the People about him 3 ſome Beat hin, others 
take Pity of him : He comes afterward to make his Eſcape, and Diſtin- 
guiſhes his Enemies from his Friends, by Deſtroying the One, and Spa- 
ring the Other. Shall we call the One a Judgment now, and the othet 
a Providence; as if the Outrage had been a Fault, and the Pity a Meri- 
torious At of Good Nature ? The Moral will hold good in both Re- 
ſpes ; for let the Judgment or the Execution of Death be never ſo Juſt, 
it is yet Barbarons, Inhuman and Unwarrantable to Aggravate the Suf- 
fering with Inſolence, Contumely, Malice and Reproach : And fo for the 
Tenderneſs on the other hand, 'tis a ſoftneſs Inſeparable from the Genuine 
Impulſe of a Reaſonable Being: For the Compaſſion is a Laudable Be- 
nignity of Diſpoſition, though Exercis'd upon a Beaſt. 


—— — — PANT" 


F as. CCCCXCI. 
A Baſtiff and an Als. 


"TJ Eee was a Huge Bear-Dog, and an Aſs laden with Bread 
upon a Journey together : They were Both. very 
—_" and while the 4fs was Grazing upon Thiſtles by che 
Way-f1de, the Dog would fain have been Eating roo for Com- 
pans and Begg'd a Bit of Bread of him. The 4ſs made him 
Anſwer, that if he were Hungry, he might cen do as he did ;- 
for he had no Bread to ſpare. While this paſs'd , up comes 
a 


FABLES of ſeveral Autbors. 


467 


a Wolf toward them. The 4s fell a Trembling, and told 
the Dog, he hop'd he would ſtand by him if the Wolf ſhould 
ſet upon him. No, fays the Deg, they that will Eat Alone, 
ſhall c'en Fight Alone roo, for me : And fo he left his Fellow- 
Traveller at the Mercy of che Wolf. 


The MORAL. 


Common - Defence and Preſervation , is the Main End of Society, and the 
Great Benefit we receive by Joining int - We Love One Another, becauſe 
we are the better for One Another 5 and it is the Intereſt that Supports ws 
in the Duty ; when that Reciprocal Kindneſs jails , as we ſee here in 


the Doe and the Aſs, the Leagne drops to Pieces. 


REFLEXION. 


OxE Good Tarn we fay, requires Another ; and it may be added, 
that one Shrewd Turn Deferves and Provokes Another. The Afes want 
of Charity in One Minute, coſt him his Life m the n:xt 5 and he was paid 
in his Own Kind too, in the return of One Scom for Another. It was an 
Offence againſt the very Laws of Nature, and Society, and the Paniſh- 
went Conſequently was Providential and Juſt. He that ſhews no Com- 
paſſion, ſhall find None. 


ee eY 


F a s. CCCCXCII. 
A Laconique Try'd and $entenc'd. 


T was the Ill hap of a Learned Laconzque,- to make uſe of 
Three Words, when Two would have done his Buſineſs : 
The Matter was fo Foul, and the FaEt fo clearly Prov'd upon 
him, chat being Cited before the Senate, he was Heard and 
Condemn'd tro Read over Gwcciardines War of Piſa from End 
co End, without either Eating or Drinking 'rill he had gone 
through x. The Poor Man fell into ſo Deſperate an Agony 
before he could get over One Single Leaf on'r, that he threw 
himſelf upon his Face , Imploring the Mercy of the Courr, 
though 'twere but to change his Puniſhment : They mighe ſend 
him to the Galles, he ſaid, or if it were to Flay bim Alrve, or 
Bury Him betwixt Four Walls , and he ſhould ever acknowledge 
it as an -ACt of Clemency; but for a Man of Brains and 
Thought, to Trouble his Head with fuch adeal of Tedious 
P pp 2 Traſh 


_— 
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Trafh and Pedantry, the Torment he ſaid, of Perillus's Brazen 
Bull, was Nothing tor. 


The MORAL. 


Time is Life, and Life is Precious : *Tis ſhort enongh at Beſt 5 but the more 
we Contra our Talk and our Buſneſs, the more we have on't. Wherefore 
it is Great Wiſdom to Conch all we have to do, in as Narrow a Compaſs 
as poſſible. The Killing of a Man with many Words, is only Another 
ſort of Murder, out of the Reach of the Law. 


REFLEXION. 


T 11s Emblem bids ys-Husband onr Time, and bring the BuPneſs of 
Life into as Narrow a Compals as we can; for we haye a great deal to 
do. 'Tis in effect, ſo much Lite Loſt, as we ſquander away in more 
Words then needs, and in the Exchange of Idle and Impertinent Diſ- 
courſes: Belide the Mortification of a Tedious Talker. The Figure is 
carry'd to the Heighth , in the Repreſentation , both of the Crime and 
of the Puniſhment 3 over and above the Equity of Tormenting the Tor- 
mentor of Others in his own kind, as Phalaris Sentenc'd Perillus to be 
Burnt in his Owe Bull. 


Fas CCCCXCIIL 
Datchtavel Condemn'd. 


O Man ever had a Worſe Name in the World for a 

Promoter of Seditious and Arheiſtical Politicks, then 
Nicholas Matchiavel the Florentine : Infomuch, that he was Ba- 
niſh'd, not only the Converſation, but the very Libraries of all 
Learned Men , . upon pain of being Burnt for his Peſtilent 
DoCtrins, wherever he ſhould be taken ; and a Severe Puniſh- 
ment inflicted over and above upon any Man that ſhould pre- 
ſume co Comfort, Abet, or Receive him. Ir was his Fortune 
afrer this, ro be found upon a Search , in the Corner of a 
Friends Study; and to be made a Prifner; and therr in courſe 
ro Undergo a Sentence according to the Decree. But all theſe 
Formalities notwithſtanding, he was yet by the Extraordinary 
Favour of his Judges, upon his Humble Perition for a Hearing, 
admitted ro his Defence, which was to this following Effect. 
He made no Dithculty of Confeſling the FaCt, and of Acknow- 
ledging himſelf the Publiſher of Pernicious and Execrable Po- 
{itions ; but withal, ſays he, no Mortal upon the Face of the 
Earth, 
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Faith, has a Greater Abhorrence for thoſe Deſperare Maxims 
'5e my felf. As to the Inventing of thoſe Tenets, he made 
Froiettation, that he had no Hand in't at all, and that the Po- 
litical Part of his Diſcourſes, was only Copy'd out of the Ge- 
neral PraCtices and Councils of Chriſtian Princes ; and that if 
they pleas'd, he was ready to Inſtance in the very Prefidents. 
After this, he appeald to the Juſtice of the Bench, whether ir 
were not very hard to make ic Mortal, for One Man to write 
the Naked Hiſtory of a thing done ; and at the ſame time to 
allow the verv Dong of it to be Praiſe-worthy in Another. 
This Plea had brought him off, but for a Freſh Accufation 
that was Immediately ſtarred againſt him ; which was , 
that he was Taken in the Dark One Night among a 
Flock of .Sheep, putting Dogs Teeth into their Mouths, which 
muſt encvitably be the Ruin of the Shepherds; for it could 
never be Expected that the whole Flock would ever ſubmit 
ro the Government of One, if it had eicher Teeth, Wir or 
Horns. Upon the Proof of this Charge, he was Deliver'd up 
ummediately ro Juſtice, and the Law Executed upon him. 


The Moral 


The Secrets of Government ought not to be Touch'd with Unwaſhd Hands, 
and Expos'd to the Multitude 5 for upon Granting the People a Pri- 
viledge of Debating the Prerogatives of Sovereign Power , they will 
Infer Naturally enough a Right , and 4 Title to the Controlling and the 
(Noer-ruling of it. 


REFLEXION. 


He that Expoſes the Arts of Government to the People, does in Et- 
fe& Appeal to 'em, and give the Multitude ſome fort of Right to Judge 
of, and to Cenſure the Afﬀtions of their Superiors. For what 1s any _ 
Publiſh'd for, but to be Read, and to lve conſequently at the Mercy o 
the Reader how to Underſtand it ? As it the Author ſhould fay, Gentle- 
men, here's a Scheme of Politicks (ubmitted to your Grave Conlidera- 
tion , pray'e what's your Opinion ont? Canany Body think, that in 
a Queſtion of State Exhibited after this manner, the Mobile will not de- 
termine in their Own Favour, and clap what Bias upon the Propofition 
they themſelves pleaſe ? So that let the Matter be Handled never fo 
Tenderly, 'tis a main Point loſt yet 3 the very Admittance of the Com- 
mon People into the Council, and Allowing them to be of the 
Matchiavel Excuſes himſelf well enough, as to any thing of Malice in bis 
Diſcourſes, for (ſays he) theſe Maxims are none of My Invention, net- 
ther has any Man living a Greater Abhorrence for thoſe Poyſonous 
Do&rins then my Self; bat my Writings are onl yHiſtorical Notes and 


Abſtracts drawn from the Life of an Univerſal Praftice. Now the _ 
an 
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' upon that Iſſue. Thar's well, 


and the Miſchief is this, that in all theſe Caſes, Men are apt to take 
Things by the wrong Handle, and raiſe Arguments tor their Own Ad- 
vantage. And that's the Moral of Matchiavel's putting Dogs Teeth by 
Night into the Mouths of the Sheep : That is to fay, 'tis a Sly way of Ir- 
ritating Subjes to fall foul upon their Rulers, which certainly 1s a Crime 
Unpardonable in any State. 


F as. CCCCXCIV. 
A Diſpute betwixt a Dogoz, a Uint'ner, and a Botcher. 


Here was a Vintner and a Botcher Challeng'd a Doftor of Di- 

vimity toa Tryal of Skill in his own Trade. He Ask'd 

them by whom theyd be Try'd ? They'd be Tryd by the Text 
they ſaid. The Thing was Agreed, and the Time Set, and fo 
they brought their Geneva Bibles along wich them. The Doctor 
cold chem by way of Preface, that though St. Paul fought with 
Beaſts at Epheſus, tt was not the Faſhion for his Followers to Fight 
with Beaſts in England ; and therefore zf they could not prove them- 
ſelves to be Men, hed have nothing to do with them. They ſtood 
upon their Pantoufles, that Men they were, and that Men he 
ſhould find 'em to be ; and iy were ready to caſt the Cauſe 


ys the Doctor to One of *em, 
and praye what are you for a Man in the Firſt Place? lama 


Vit ner, ſays tother. Very Good, quoth the DoEtor , and do you e- 
ver put New Wine into Old Bottles ? Yea, 1 do fo, ſays the Vintner. 
Then, ſays the DoCtor, Tow are no Man; for the Text ſays, that 
No Man putteth New Wine mto Old Bottles, I ſhall now come to 
your Companion ; Praye will you tell me Friend, what are you for 
a Man? I am fays tother, a Taylor, alias a Botcher. I ſuppoſe 
quoth the DoCtor, Pat the Caſe now that my Doublet were out at the 
Elbows, and 1 have no more of the Old Cloth to Patch it up withal, 
conld you Mend it d'ye think > Ye, quoth the Botcher, I could per 
New Cloth to Mend it. Why then, fays the Doftor, Tou are no 
Man ether ; for you ſhall find it wm Another Text, that No Mar 
putteth new Cloth auto an Old Garment, fo that you are both Beaten 
here at your own Weapons ; for here are Two Texts to Prove 
that You Two are No Men; which is but according to your own 
Rule.and Method of Interpreting Scripture. 


The 
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The MORAL. 


This Fable ſtrikes «t the Ridiculows Licenſe of Prophane Intermedlers in 
Holy Matters 3 that is #0 ſay, « ſort of Iliterate Enthuſiaſts, and Me- 
chanicks, that without either Authority or Skill, will be Corretting Mag- 
miicgt, end \fertng up the Phentowe of 'New Lights againſt the Dodrin 

is "0M 


of Chriſt an poſtles. 
REFL EXION. 


Tnrt Wiſdom of the Law wilt not ſaffer any Man to Exerciſe a Trade 
that he has not ſervid! his Time toz and a Body would think that the 
Reafon of this Proyilion ſhould hold as well in Divinity, as in Manual 
Crafts ; for Revelations at this time of the Day, are as much out of Date 


as Miracles. This Comical Whimſy may ſerve in General for a Reproof 


to Bold and [gnorant Pretenders in matters that they do not Underſtand z 
and {o co thoſe alſo that Confidently Ufarp upon other Mens Provinces, 
without any Right or Call tothe FunGtion. What are the Freaks in fine, 
of theſe, Ry/igionaries, but Fits of the Spleer , and the Fumes of a Dark 
Melancholy, Cover'd under the Name and Pretence of Divine Gifts and 
Graces ?, They1 Cap ye Texts, as School-Boys Cap Ferſes 3 and in De- 
fiance of all the Extraordmary Caſes, the Figures, Types, Allegories, and 
Parables that are fo freqyem io Holy Writ, every thing awiſt be Uader- 
ſtood too, as the Door has Turn'd it here upon the Vintner and the 
Botcher, -according'to the Letter. They"l draw ye a Warrant tor the Mar- 
dering of Kings, from the Example of Ahdb and Berhadad. An Autho- 
rity fot- Conzening their Neighbours , from .the 4/raciites Robbing the E- 
Jtizns, ln One Word, they ſhall Overturn all the Principles of Human 
iety, Morality, and Religion it ſelf, and ſhew ye a Text for't : And 
npon the whole matter , what is the Conſcience of theſe People more 
at laſt, then Fancy and Ilhyfion> They Contend for they know not what, 
like the Two Fellows that went to Loggerheads about:their Religion 3 
the One was a Martiniſt he ſaid 3 the other ſaid that all Martiniſts were 
Hereticks, and for his part he was a Lutheran: Now the Poor Wretches 
were both of a Side, and Underſtood it not. As for the Bufneſs of 
Learning and Common Senſe, they call it the Wiſdom of this World, and 
effetually make it a Heavenly Grace to be an Egregious Coxcomb. There 
was an Honeſt Simple Tradeſ-man, —— Earneſt with the Parſon 
of the Pariſh to know what the Forbidden Fruit was as if there had 
been no more in't, then whether *twas a Kentiſh or a Kirton Pippin. The 
Good Man told him , that it was an Apple, and that Adexrs Eating of it, 
brought all his Poſterity under a Sentence of Condemnation. Tother 
ſaid it was ſo hard a Caſe, that in reverence to the Divine Mercy, he 
thdught himſelf bound to queſtion the whole Story. This Liberty of Re- 
railing Divinity by the Letter, isthe very Root of Infidelity and . of all 
Herefies, nay of Atheiſm it ſelf. 'For when People have been Beating their 
Brains about a Difhculty, and find they can make Nothing ore, they are 
apt to think there's Norhing i» 3 for the Myſtery's Loſt to Him that/ſtands 
Poring only apon the Letter. 


Far. 
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F a s. CCCCXCV. 
There's no To Borrow, 


| Fellow had got a Wench in a Corner; and very Earneſt 
A they were upon the Text of Encreaſe and Multiply ; 
ut the Gipſy ſtood upon her Points forſooth 3 She d not be 
Towz;d and Tumbled at that Rate, 7 fanh not She. In fine , No 
Peny, No Pater-Noſter ; and there was no Good to be done un- 
leſs he would Marry her. The Poor Devil was under a kind 
of Dureſſe ; and for brevity ſake, ' promisd her, with a Bloody 
Oath, that he would Marry her to Morrow. Upon this At 
ſurance, they Sign'd and Seald. , The next Day they met a- 
gain, and the Next to that ; and ſo Every Next Day, for a 
matter of a Fortnight after ; and the Love went on to the 
Tune of To Morrow, and To Morrow ſtill. But the Girl find- 
ing her Self Fool'd, and put oft thus from One to' Morrow to 
Another , fell in the Concluſion to Expoſtulating with him 
upon ' the Matter. Did not you Swear, Yeſterday, fays ſhe, aud 
Yeſterday, and I know not bow many Yeſterdays, that you'd Mar- 
f me to Morrow ? Yes my Dear, ſays the Spark, I did Swear 
O ; and I do now Swear it all over again too, and thou ſhalt 
find me as good as my Word. Ay, bur hark ye, fays the Laſs, 
is not to Day to Morrow ? No my Heart, fays the Gallant again, 
thats thy Miſtake ; for there are No to Morrows ; People are apt 
to Talk of 'em indeed, but they never come, for Life it ſelf is 
but the Time Preſent. 


The MoRAL 


The Sparks Caſe here in the Fable, of to Morrow and to Morrow, is E- 
very Man's, and Every Days Caſe in the World ; and we do the very 
ſame Thing with God Almighty, that this Blade does with his Miſtreſs. 
we Promiſe, and Put-off , and Perjorm Nothing. 


REFLEXION. 


Whoever Reads and Conſiders this Emblem, will find it to be his own 
Caſe ; we promiſe, and we put-off, and we fin, and we go on Sinning : 
But ſtil] as our Conſcience Checks us for't , we rake up Faint Purpoſes, 
and Half Reſolutions to do fo no more, and to lead a New Lite for the fu- 
ture, Thus with the Young Fellow here, we Indulge our Sclves in our 
Pleaſures from Time time 3 and when we have Whil'd away our Lives, 
Day- atrer Day, from One to Morrow to Another. that ſame to Morrow 


never 
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never comes. This is the Sluggard's Plea and Praftice ; the Libertines 
the Miſers; and in ſhort , whoſe is it not? Now if Men would but 
Conſider the Vanity and the Vexation of a Lewd Courſe of Life ; the 
Impiety brit of Entring into Vows, which they intend Before-hand not 
to Perform, and afterward of Breaking them ; the Folly and the Pre- 
ſumption of Undertaking for any thing that is wholly out of our Power 
the Neceſlity of Emproving every Moment of our Lives ; the Deſpe- 
rate and the Irreparable Hazzard of Loſing Opportunities 3 People would 
not venture Body and Soul upon the neceſlity of a Procraſtinated Repen- 
tance 3 and Poſtpone the moſt uncertainty Duties of a Man, and of Chri- 
ſtian. For there's no to Morrow, nor any thing in truth, but the Preſent 
Inſtant that we can call our Own. 


F as. CCCCXCVI. 
A Lady in Trouble for the Loſs of a Set of Hoſes. 


Certain Lady, that was falln under Great Tribulation for 
the Loſs of a very fine Set of Horſes , went Raving 
up and down like a Mad Woman from Place to Place, and E- 
very Body muſt be Tird with the Hiſtory of her Misfortune. 
Well, ſays She, they were the beſt Natur'd Poor Wretches ; theyd 
look, at Me ſo Kindly ſtill when 1 came to take Coach ; to ſay Nothing 
of the Value of them, really I cannot think my ſelf fafe with other 
Horſes. And at this rate, ſhe went on, Amplifying upon the 

iCtion, while her Friends and Relations on the other Hand, 
were not wanting to Ply her upon the Ordinary Topzques of the 
Tranſitory State of Mortals. But when they had proceeded as 
far with her as their Religion and Philoſophy could Carry 
them, and found that ſhe was not to be Comforted ; Why tru- 
ly Madam , ſays One of her Confidents , this ts a very  avn 
Tryal, but fince they are gone, and that there's no Recalling of them, 
I hope your Ladyſhip does not think 'em too Good for Him that 


Has 'em. 


The MoRal. 


We are more Sollicitows for our Horſes and our Dogs , then we are for 
our Souls, or Friends, or owr Children 3 and therefore it was well e- 
nongh turn'd upon the Lady here toward the bringing of her to her ſelf 
again, to Mind her, that there was neither Heaven nor Hell in the 
Caſe of Loſing a Set of Horſes. 


Qqaq | REFLEXION. 
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REFLEXION. 


T 11s Fancy looks at Firſt Bluſh, as it it Border a little upon Pro. 
phaneneſs ;, but if it be Taken by the Right Handle, it will bear the 
Moral of a moſt Chriſtian, a Neceſlary, and a Seafonable Check to thoſe 
People that deliver up themſelves tro the Tranſports of Extravagant 
Paſſons for Trifles : As it was the Caſe of a Lady that kept her Bed for 
the Loſs of a Favourite-Puppy ſhe had. Her Friends came to Condole 
with her upon the Tydings of ſome Diſmal Calamity that had Befall'n 
her, and ask*d her very tenderly what terrible Misfortune it might be, 
that ſhe laid fo heavily tro Heart? Only, fays ſhe, the Greateſt Af- 
flition (1 thank the Lord fort,) that ever befcl Me fince I was Born : 
My Pretty Pearl is Dead. Alas , Madam (ſays One of the Condolers, ) 
Why you have loſt a very Good Husband, That's True, ſays Tother, 
but the Lord may ſend me ſuch Another Husband ;, I ſhall never have ſuch 
Another Puppy. Theſe Impetuous Violences , are no News to any Man 
that has Obſerv'd and Study'd the Infirmities of here and there One 
perhaps of that Fair and Frail Sex. But we muſt not Imagine at laſt, 
becauſe the Moraliſt has made it a Womans Caſc in the Story , that we 
our Selves are not Guilty Every Man of us,” in ſome ſort or other, and in 
a Thouſand Inſtances, of the fame Weakneſles and Miſtakes, even in the 
Ordinary Courſe of Human Lite 3 tor what's the Dottrin of all this up- 
on the main, but a Rebuke to thoſe that ſet their Aﬀedions too much 
upon the things of this World, and conſequently too little upon Matters 
of Greater Moment 3 with him that upon the Firing of his Houſe, was 
ſo Overjoy'd for the Saving of his Plate, Linnen , Paintings, Hangings, 
and other Rich Moveables, that he never ſo much as thought of his or» 
ly Child all this while that was Burnt in the Cradle. Every Man has his 


zeble, as they call it z One Man's Weak fide is Ambition 3 Another's 
Avarice, Malice, Envy, Revenge, Pride, Vain-Glory 3 and ſome again 
are ſo wholly taken up with the Pleaſures of Wine, Women, Jolly Com- 
pany and Good Cheer, as if all the Faculties of their Reaſonable Souls 
had been only given them to Subminiſter ro their Appetites. The very 
World it ſelf, in One Word, is but a Moor-Field: Colledge of People that 
ran Mad for Common Diſappointmeg. 


F A'B'L'E.S\\ of | ſevertl Aktbtrs:' 
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F a » CCCCXCVIL 
The Þypocrite, 


Here happen'd a Diſcourſe in very Good Company, u 

| che Subledt of Relrgion and Hci ; and 10m Fs won 
Matter it was, in the Caſe of an Artificial Diſguiſe, to know 
the One from che ocher ; though the Scripture Allows us, and 
in truch Obliges us, to Judge of the Tree by its Fraits. . Well, 
ſays One to his Next Man, Do you know ſuch a Perſm? Oh 
very well, fays tother ; hes one of the Holieſt Men to Heaven- 
ward that ever you met with , but the Arranteſt Raſcal among bis 
Neighbours in the whole Pariſh. 


The MoRaL 


'Tis not the Name, the Semblance, or the Oſtentation of Religion and Holi- 
neſs that will Attone for the Abuſe on't : In making God the Author, the 
Direfor and the Abettor of thoſe Flagitiows Villanies in Chriſtians, 
that Pagans Themſelves would have an Abhorrence for. But when 
All comes to All , « Knave in his Pradtice, is a Knave in tis Heart 
100. 5 


REFLEXION. 


THnt Hypocrite is but the Devil himſelf with a Glory abont him, in 
the Shape of an Ange! of Light 5 and as it is no caſy- Matter to Diſt. 
guiſh the One from the Other 3 ſo'tis a thing of a molt Deſperate Conſe» 
quence to Miſtake them 4 and the . Queſtion will be this at laſt, How to 


Reconcile the Offices of Charity and Prudence, The One bids us believe . 


and hope the Beſt ; the Other bids us provide againſt the Worfl. Now 
it is not for Nothing that the'Holy Ghoſt it (af has Denounced {o ma- 
ny Woes againſt this ſort of Impoſtors 3 and Inculcated over and over fo 
many Cautions how we have any thing to do with them z which is no 
other then a Declaration of an — of theſe People, anda plaio Inti- 
mation of the Danger of being Deluded and Impos'd, upon, mmderx the 
Mask of Religion both in One. © There's no Cruelty, no Fraud, no 'Vio- 
lence, no Oppreſlion, that is not acted under a Colour of Divine Autho- 
rity, Impulſe and Direftion. Charches are Robb and Prophan'd; Princes 
Depos'd and Murder'd ; Religion and Morality, with all the Principles of 
Virtue and Common Honeſty, are Overturn'd 3 and the Name of God 
himſelf is made Uſe of, as a Principal and as a Witneſs to the Impiety, 
in a Defyance to all the Didtates of Heaven'and Right Reaſon : And all 
this is but a Preachment upon the Text at laſt, of Fear God and Keep 
his Commandments, When a Kings Head is to be ſtruck off by his own 
Rebellious Subjets, *tis brought on commonly with the Prologue of a 


Faſt, which in the Style of the Holy Intrigue , is calld « Seeking of the 
Q4qq 2 Lord. 
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Lord. This Work and Judgment of God (though it be Secret, ) muſt be done 
with Great Grevity, (ays | c_ Melvil, by way of Preface to the Murder 
of Cardinal Beaton.) Vive I Evangile, was the Word to ſeveral of the 
Maſlacres in France. 'Twas often in the Mouth of a Lady, Zealous in her 
way, with Deep Proteſtations, that She had rather lye with Forty Men, then 
go to One Maſs: Nay, and I have heard of Tenants too, that Reſugd to 
pay their Landlord his Rent, unleſs he could ſhew a Text for't. Here's 
enough ſaid to ſet forth the Character y- Hypocrite , (o as to Anſwer 
the Morality that is Couch'd under this Figure 3 but the great Difficulty 
will be the Steering of a Middle Courſe , betwixt Believing roo Mauch, 
and too Little : That is to ſay, betwixt taking a Good Mar for an Hy- 
pocrite, and an Hypocrite for a Good Man. We are to have a Reverence 
for the very Appearances of Piety 3 but whenever we fiad the Holy Maz 
to God-ward, to be no better then a Juggling Knave among his Neighbours, 
that's the very Hypocrite that we find Stigmatiz'd among the Scribes and 
Phariſees in the Holy Goſpel. 


CCCCXCVIIL 
The Conſcientious Thieves. 


Ts was a Knot of Good Fellows that Borrow'd a ſmall 
ww 


F aB. 


Sum of Mony of a Gentleman upon the King's High-way: 
en they had taken All they could find ; Dam ye for a Dog, ſays 
One of the Gang , You have more Mony about you Sirrah, ſome 
where or other. Lord, Brother , ſays One of his Companions 
cant ye take the Gentleman's Mony Civilly , but you mu 
Swear and call Names ! As they were about to Part, Pray by 
your favour Gentlemen , ſays the Traveller , I have ſo many 
Miles to go , and not One Peny in my Pocket to bear my 
Charges; you ſeem to be Men of ſome Honour, and I hope 
you'l be ſo Good as only to let me have ſomuch of my Mony 
back again, as will carry me to my Journeys End. A, Ay, the 
Lord forbid elſe, they cryd, and ſo they Open'd One of the Bags, 
and bad him Pleaſe Himſelf. He took them art their Word 
and preſently fetch'd out a Handful, as much as ever he could 
Gripe. Why how now, ſays One of the Blades, Te Confounded Sou 
of a Whore, Ha' ye no Conſcience ? 


The Moral 


"Tis a Notable Trade that many People drive in the World, of pretending #0 
make a Conſcience of One Sim , and taking out their Penn orths in Ano- 
ther. Some there are that Gommute Swearing for IV horing , 4s if #he 


Forbearance 
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Forbearance of the One, were a Diſpenſation for the Committing of 


T*other. We have heard of Others too, that have been ſtrif? — of 
the Lords Day, and yet made no Scruple at all of Robbing the Lord's 
Altars., But a Good Chriſtian and an Honeſt , muſt be All of « 
Piece z, and theſe L—_—_ of Proceeding, will never hold Water. 


REFLEXION. 


'T 1s juſt with Publick Thieves, as 'tis with Private : A Pretended Neceſ- 
ſity ſets them both at Work , and a Pretended Religion or Conſcience 
brings them off when they have done. This is no more then what we 
our ſelves have found within the Memory of Man, to be Literally and 
Hiſtorically True ; when that , which in thoſe Days | for the Law of 
the Land, was in Effet no other then the Law of the Road z, and the One 
had as Much and as Little to fay for it ſelf as the Other. There. are Po- 
litical Bands of Robbers, as well as the Jacks and the Toms that are Cry'd in 
Gazettes 3 and they fall both of them under the Regulation of the ſame 
Myſtery and Trade. The Poor Man here that was Robb'd Himſelf, was 
Charg'd Effectually with Robbing the Thieves, tpon a Suſpicion, that he 
had Reſerv'd ſome ſmall Pittance of his own Mony , to his own Uſe , 
which they accounted a Defrauding of the Publick. Now we have ſeen this 
tobe the Senſe and Diſcipline of the State,as wellas of the Pad 3 and 'tis as 
Broad as 'tis Long at laſt, whether'a Man be Undone by a Cabal of in 
Committee of Safety, or by a Troup of Canary Birds Newmarket Heath. 
Nay, and the Parallel runs pon All Four, s little t00 3 Can't you 
take the Gentlemans Mony Civilly ? fays the Spark : That is to ſay, Gan- 
not you' play the Rogue Demwrely , as-i Butter would not melt in your 
Month, and pick an Honeſt Gentlemans with a Pater-Noſter be- 
twixt your Teeth > Cannot you Plunder, Sequeſter, Decimate, Draw, 
Hang and Quarter in the Fear of the Lord, but you muſt Blaſpheme and 
Call Names ? Is it not —_ that you are — by the very Pri- 
vilege of your Profeſſion , trom the Bondage ot Subje&ion and Obe- 
dience to Parents Natural or Civil? Is it not enough that you may 
Kill, Whore, Steal, Backbite, Covet , and make Bold in ſhort, with all 
the Commands of the Second Table, but you muſt be Breaking in upon 
the Former? Thus goes the World ; the Little Thieves. Hang fort , while 
the Great Ones Set upon the Bench ; and there's a Cloak of Conſcience ſtill 
thrown over both Pretenſions, to Cover, and to Conſecrate the Cheat. 


Fas, 
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F x4 8+ CCCCXCLX. 
The Trepanning Wolf, 


"Heres a Story of a Man of _ in Ireland, that a little 
before the Troubles there, had Wall d in a piece of ground 
for a Park, and left only One Paſlage intor, by a Gate with a 
Portcullis tot, The Rebellion brake our, and put a ſtop to his 
Deſign. The Place was Horribly Peſterd with Wolves ; and 
his Feople having taken one of 'em in a P:-Fall, Chained him 
up to a Tree in the Encloſure ; and then planted themſelves in 
a Lodg over the Gate, to ſee what would come ont. The 
Wolf -in a very ſhort time fell a Howling, and was Anſwerd 
by All his Brethren thereabouts, that were within Hearing of 
it ; -.1inſfomuch that che Hububb was Immediately put about from 
One Mountain to Ancther, till a whole Herd of em were got- 
ten together upon the Orttery ; and fo Troupd away into the 
Park. ' They ivere no' ſooner in the Pexmd;, but down goes the 
Porteallis, and away Scamperd, the Valves to the Gate, upon 
the Noiſe of the Fall on't.'. When they faw.chat there was no 
=_ ' our again, where they came.ing and that upon Hunting 
the whole Field over , there-was no Poſſthility of making an 
Eſcape, they fell by Conſerc upon chic. W f that drew ; Ina 
In, and Tore hun all to Pieces. ... 


g The! MorAt. 


Any Mah that has but - in his Head, and looks well about hims, will find 
this Exploit of the Wolves , to be no more then the common Prattice of 
Vindiftive Fleſh ard Blood, on the One Hd, and the common Fatc 
of Publick Inctndiaries on the Other. 


REFLEXION. 


T1s with Mex, as 'tis with Beaſts, in the Caſe of this Wolf. We do 
naturally Hate the Inſtruments of our Ruin : And it matters not much 
neither, as to the Event of the thing, whether it be by Chance or by Choice 3 
for it ſeldom ſucceeds better, where the Advice or the Inſtigation of One 
Man, draws on the Deſtruction of Many. There's a Great Difference 'tis 
true, berwixt the Works of Malice, and thoſe of Miſadventure, but the 
Miſchief is ſtill the fame 5 for he that's Undone, is equally Undone , 
whether it be by a Spitefulneſs of Forethought, or by the Folly of Over- 
fight, or Evil Counſel. The Wolf at the Stake, had no Deſign upon his 
Brethren in the Woods 5 and the Wolves in the Wood had as little Defign 
upon their Brother at the Stake 3 but One was in Diſtre, and call'd out 
for Help, while the other Aſſociated , and came in to his Relief. _ 
afrer 
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after they were once In, they were all Involv'd in the fame Common Fate : 
And when the Herd found themſelves Hamper'd, and that they could not 
gain their Ends, they came to a Reſolution , Oe and AP, in a Generous 
Indignation to take their Revenge. The Freak of the French Farcecomes 
as Pat as is poſlible to the Earneſt of this Moral : The Plot 'of it was a 
Grammar-School ; the Maſter ſetting his Boys their Leſſons, and their Exer- 
ciles, and a Loobily Country Fellow parting in for a part among the 
Scholars. Well, ſays the Maſter, I am juſt going out of Town for'Four 
or Five Days, wherefore Pray'e be ſure ye be Good Boys, till I come 
back again 3 and fo he took Horſe and away. He had no ſooner turn'd 
his Back, but there were they at it Helter Skelter, throwing Books at one 
anothers Heads, and Playing fach Reaks, as if Hell were broke Looſe 
among 'em. In this very Interim, the Maſter Bolts in upon them, and 
Surprizes them : In ſhort, he inquires into the Riot, and takes the whole 
School to Task One by One, about the Occaſion of this Uproar. Fd 
have been Qniet, ſays One, if it had not been for Him 5 and I'd ha' been 
niet, fays Tother, if he'd ha' let me Alone . So that in fine, (all Pointing 
at the ſame Perſon,) the Poor Country Fellow was taken up and Laſh'd 
upon the Stage, and all the reſt Forgiven. 


F a s. CCCCC. 
A Willer and a Rat. 


Miller took a Huge Over-grown Rat in his Meal Tub; and 

there was He laying the-Law to him about the Lewd- 
neſs of his Life and Converſation, and the Abominable Sin of 
Stealing ; but your Thieving ſays he, is now come Home to ye 
and I thall en leave Honeltt Puſs here to reckon with ye for all 
your Rogueries. Alas Sir, fays the Poor Rat, I make no Frade 
on't ; and the Miſerable Pitrancethar I take, is only from Hand 
ro Mouth, and out of Pure Neceſlity to keep Life and Soul 
together : As the Rat Pleaded Hunger on the One Hand, the 
Miller threw the Matter of Conſcience and Hearfhy in his Teeth on 
the Other, and Preach'd to him upon the Toptck of a Political 
Convemtence, in making ſuch Pilfering Knaves Examples for the 
Publick Good. Well, Sir, fays the Rat once again, but pray 
will you Conſider for your own fake, that thes zs your own Caſe ; 
and that Jou and 1 are both Corn Mexchants, and of the ſame Frater- 
nity ; Nay, and that for One Gram that 1 take, you take a Thou- 
ſand. Thus is not Language, cries the Mer, in a Rage, for an 
Honeſt Man to Bear ; but the beſt ont is Surah, Jour Tongue 
no Slander : So he turn'd the Cat Looſe upon him to Fin. <> 
which we call in the World av Execution of Juſtice; 


Gd, 
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The Mor ar. 


C1 Ts a piece of Market Policy, for People of a Trade to bear hard Ont up- 
4 on another, when it comes once to the Yneſtion betwixt a Couple of Knaves, 
1 * which is the Honeſter Man of the Two. 


L REFLEXION. 


JT ms :Are. no Greater Atheiſts under the Sun, then that fort of Peo- 
ple aye Diſtinguiſhes it ſelf from other Men by the Name of the Godly, 
andthe Ungodly Party : No Arranter Hypocrites in Hell, then thoſe that 

told the Sons of Levi they took, too much upon them, but that the Congrega- 

tion was Holy Every Man of 'em, and the Lord was among them. Divine 

Vengeance cut them off we ſee, Flagranti Crimine, tor the Earth Open'd her 

Mouth and Swallow'd them up, Them and their whole Party, aud they went 

down Alive into the Pit. No People ſo Unmerciful to Poor Little Whores, 

and Thieves, as Rich Great Ones. The Griping Oſurer Inveighs againſt 

Extortion ; Church-Robbers againſt Sacrilege ; the moſt Inſupportable of 

Tyrants , Exclaim againſt the Exerciſe of Arbitrary Power ; and none fo 

Fierce againſt the Sin of Rebellion , as the moſt Execrable of Traytors 

Themſdves. Thus we find it in theſe Inſtances 3 and the ſame Phariſaical 

Spirit runs through the whole Roll of our Darling Iniquities. The Miller 

1s brought in here Preaching againſt Stealing 3 _ it 15 apon the whole 

Matter an Unacconntable Truth , that we do all Naturally pretend the 
- Greateſt Averſion to that Lewdneſs in Another, which we moſt Indulge 

i-our Sclves. This. is it that we-call Crying Whore Firſt ; asaf the Impu- 

a 1 Swing the Wickednefs, were ſome ſort of Attovement for the 

Canaat ON It. 
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